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SAINSBURY V. JONES. ^ov. is. is. 

HE facts of this case are stated in the second volume C. contracted, 

of Mr. BeamrCs Reports, {a) BndT,\o sell 

an estate to 

T 1.11 111 1 ^'i »"^ ''®" 

It seems desirable to add to that report the statement, ceived a de- 

that, in the month oi December 1834, the Plaintiff filed P^*'^" P^i:' 

' payment of 

a supplemental bill, stating that, since the filing of the the intended 

original bill, the Defendant Jones had been found to have ^"Jn^y^^^ ^»j, 

been a lunatic from the year 1799, and making the agency was 

committees of his estate defendants. In the month of denied by A, 

July 1837, upon the death of Jones, the Plaintiff filed an^^->«nd, 

. . D. then filed 

a bill of revivor against the Defendant Margaret Dog-^ a bill against 

gereUj as his heiress at law. :l'\f '' ^I"!?* 

*^ ' praying a spe- 

rrn cific pcrform- 
-■■ '^^ ance, and 
(fl) Page 462. praying, in the 

. alternative, 

that if he should be unable to obtain a specific performance, C. might be decreed to 
return the deposit, and to reimburse to the Plamtiff all the expenses of endeavour- 
ing to enforce the contract The bill was dismissed, with costs, as agunst C, as 
well as agsunst A. and B,; and the dismissal was affirmed, on appeal. 

Vol. V. B 



CASES IN CHANCERY. 

1839. The Plaintiff now appealed from 'the decree of the 

Master of the RoUs, ao far as it had disiAiissed the bill 
with costs, as against the Defendant Chitty. 

Mr. Girdlestone and Mr. HetheringtoTiy in support of 
the appeal. 

Mr. Cooper and Mr. Dixon^ in support of the decree. 




Nov, 18. The Lord Chancellor. 

The contract in this case was entered into and signed 
by Chittyy but, professedly, and in terms, as agent for 
Jones and Doggerell^ the owners of the house which the 
Plaintiff agreed to purchase ; and the bill alleges that 
the 20/. deposit was paid to Chitty^ ^^ as such agent as 
aforesaid." 

The bill was dismissed at the Rolls ; and the Plaintiff 
acquiesces in the decree, so far as it dismissed the bill 
against Jones and Doggerettj the owners of the house, 
but insists that there ought to have been a decree against 
Chitty^ who was made Defendant by amendment ; and 
the case made against him was, that if, by reason of the 
lunacy of Jonesy Chitty had not authority to enter into 
the contract, then he, in so doing, had practised a fraud 
upon the Plaintiff; and it prayed, in the alternative, 
that if the Plaintiff should not be able to obtain a specific 
performance, Chitty might return the deposit, and re- 
imburse the Plaintiff all the costs and charges which he 
had incurred in endeavouring to enforce the contract. 

The owners of the property not being parties to the 
appeal, and all title to a specific performance being 
abandoned, the case is just as it would have been, if, 
originally, the Plaintiff had filed a bill against Chitty 
alone, stating that he could not enforce a specific per- 
formance, 
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fonnaDce) and praying a return of the deposit, and com- 1839. 

pensation for the expense incurred under the contract, J"^^^"*^^ 

against Chitty. v. 



Jones. 



That this relief, if the Plainti£P can make out a proper 
case for it, might have been had at law, is not disputed. 
The two cases of Bratt v. Ellis and Jones v. Dyke (a) 
are directly in point; but it is argued that this Court 
has concurrent jurisdiction. Now the claim is for a re- 
turn of the deposit paid to Chitty y as agent for Jones and 
DoggereU, and for damages for the injury sustained by 
the FlaintifiP, from the Defendant having entered into a 
contract of which the Plaintiff cannot obtain a specific 
performance. 

I certainly recollect the time at which there was a 
floating idea in the profession that this Court might 
award compensation for the injury sustained by the 
nonperformance of a contract, in the event of the pri- 
mary relief for a specific performance failing; and I 
have formerly seen bills praying such relief; but that 
arises from my having known the profession sufficiently 
long to recollect the time when the decision of Lord 
Kenyan in Denton v. Stewart (b) had not been formally 
overruled ; but, at that time, very little weight was at- 
tached to it, and very few instances occurred in which 
Plaintiffs were advised to ask any such relief; and, for 
a short time. Sir W. Grant's decree in Greetiaway v. 
Adams (c) added something to the authority of Denton 
V. Stewart^ although he threw out strong doubts as to 
the principle of that case. This, however, lasted but a 
short time, for, Greenaimy v. Adams occurring in 1806, 
Lord Eldonj in 1810, in Todd v. Gee (d)^ expressly 
overruled Denton v. Stewart ; and, firom that time, there 

has 

(fl) 5 SugdetCi Vendors and (c) 12 Vet. 595. 

PwrcAaten, App. vii. and viii. {d) 1 7 Ves. 273. 

(jb) 1 Coxj 258. 

B 2 
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1889. has not, I believe, been any doubt upon the subject. 

r^*^^ Certainly, durmg the thirty years which have elapsed 

17. since that time, I have never supposed the granting any 

Jones. ^^^j^ relief as being within the jurisdiction of this Court. 
Indeed, before that case, Sir W. Grants in 1807, in 
GwiUim v. Stone (a), refused to follow his own decision 
in Greenaway v. Adams^ because the Plaintiff did not 
ask a specific performance ; that is, in a case precisely 
the same as the present; for, upon this appeal, the 
Plaintiff does not ask a specific performance. 

Had it been supposed that this Court had the juris-* 
diction contended for, every bill for a specific perform- 
ance would have prayed compensation, in the event of 
the vendor proving not to have a good title. It is true 
that, in this case, the compensation sought is not against 
the vendor, but against a person who falsely assumed 
authority to sell ; but this places the case still wider 
from the principle upon which this Court exercises its 
jurisdiction in cases of contract; because, .as against 
such agent, there is no case of contract, but a mere 
claim for compensation, for damages arisen from there 
being none which the purchaser can enforce. 

As to the 20/. deposit, if the suit cannot be main-* 
tained upon other grounds, it certainly cannot be sup- 
ported in merely seeking a return of that small sum. 
That also is a claim at law. In WiUiams v. Edwards {b) 
and Kendall v. Beckett (c) this Court refused to grant 
such relief. In this case, however, the question does 
not arise ; because the agreement and the bill state that 
the deposit was paid to Chitty^ on account of Jones and 
Doggerell; and no person b now before the Court re- 
presenting their interest. 

It 

(fl) 14 Ves. 128. (c) 2 i2tt#*. ^ Mylne, SS. 

(b) 2 Sim. 78. 
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It is unfortunate if^ in prosecuting this claim in this 
Courts the Plaintiff has lost his remedy at law ; but that 
cannot affect the decision of this case ; and I cannot but 
observe that, so early at least as December 1834, the 
Plaintiff had full information of the facts of the case; for 
at that time he filed his supplemental bill against the 
committees of Jones. He then knew that he could not 
compel a specific performance of the contract; and 
having sought compensation for damages in a court 
which had not jurisdiction to award them, I think the 
decree of the Master of the Rolls, dismissing the bill, 
with costs, as against Chitty, was. correct; and I am 
under the necessity of now adding to such costs the 
costs of the appeal* 



1839. 




The appeal must be dismissed, with costs. 



WORMALD V. MACKINTOSH. 



1840. 

Jan, 24, 25. 

Nov. 12. 



rr^HE question which, in this case, came before the A person, who 
-*- Lord Chancellor upon an appeal from an order of ranteedthe 

the Master of the Rolls was, whether a person, named payment of a 

debt secured 
Stafford Price, who had become guarantee for the pay- by a second 

ment of a debt secured by a second mortgage, was a com- "mortgage, 
petent witness, viva voce before the Master, to prove that in a suit re- 
the first mortgage had, by certain dealings and trans- firsTmortcage 

-actions between the mortgagor and the first mortgagees, o^bs ^ » wit- 

ness, viva voce, 
^^ before the 
Master, to 
prove thaty by certain dealings and transactions between the mortgagor and the first 
mortgagees, but to which he had happened to be a party, the first mortgage had 
been^ in part, satisfied ; and he stated, on the voir dire, that he had ascertamed that 
the mortgaged property was sufficient to pay both the first and second mortgages : 
Held, that his evidence was admissible. 

B S 



1840. 



WORMALD 

V. 

Mackintosh. 
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to which he happened to have been a party, been, to a 
certain extent, satisfied; the <][uestion of such partial 
satisfaction being raised in a suit which related to the 
first mortgage only, and had no reference to the second 
mortgage, and to which the second mortgagee was no 
party, and the witness stating, on the voir dire, that he 
had ascertained that the property was of sufficient value 
to satisfy both the first and the second mortgages. 



The particular circumstances under which the ques- 
tion arose, and under which it came before the Court, 
are very fully detailed in the Lord Chancellor's judg- 
ment 

Mr. Wigram, in support of the admissibility of the 
evidence, cited Collins v. Gwynne (a). Rex v. Cole (i), 
PavU V. Brawn (c), Clarke v. Gannon (rf), Nowell v. 
Davies {e\ Marsden v. Stansfield {g\ PhiUipps on Evi^ 
dence. {h) 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Wright, contra, contended that 
the evidence was inadmissible, and referred to Doe dem. 
Lord TeynJiam v. Tyler (/), Hawkins v. Inwood. {k) 



Mr, fVigram, in reply. 



[Nov. 12. The Lord Chancellor. 

It is necessary, in order to come to a right conclusion 
as to the admissibility of the evidence of Mr. Stafford 
Price, which was received by the Master, but, upon ex- 
ceptions. 



(a) 2 Moore Sf Scott, 640. 

(b) I JEsp. 169. 

(c) 6 Esp, 54. 
(rf) i?y.4-Jlf.51. 
(e) SB.4r Adoi. J68. 



{g)1 B.^C.SIS. 
\k) 8th edit p. 1 \1,€t teq, 
(t) 6 Bing. 290. 561. 
\k) ^Car.SfF. 148. 
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ceptibns, rejected by the Master of the Rolls, very ac- 1840. 

euratdy to consider the matter in issue between the ^^^^^^ , 

parties, upon the reference to the Master. v. 

Mackintosh, 

The Defendant, having mortgaged the property in 
question to Taylor & Co., they, on the 4th of Naoember 
1825, borrowed money of the Plaintiff, upon the secu- 
rity of this mortgage, and a deposit of the deeds. The 
original decree of 1829 declared that the Plaintiff was 
entitled to stand in the place of Taylor & Co. for* the 
amount due to them at the time of such deposit; but 
without prejudice to any question in respect of subse- 
quent payments made by the Defendant to Taylor & 
Go. prior to notice of such deposit. 

By an order of Sir J. Leach^ of the 1 5th of June 1 832, 
upon exceptions to the Master's report, it was declared 
that the Plaintiff was entitled to be considered as a 
creditor, on the security of the property, for 2000/. and 
interest, unless it should appear, by the general dealings 
between the Defendant and Taylor and Co. since the 
. date of the mortgage, that any sum or balance was 
doe to the Defendant ; and, in that case, it was declared 
that the Defendant was entitled to set off such sum or 
balance against the said sum of 2000/. and interest; and 
the Master was directed to take an account of all deal- 
ings and transactions between the Defendant and Taylor 
and Co., and to ascertain what, if anything, was due to 
the Defendant In pursuing this inquiry, a question 
arose as to whether the amount of a bill of exchange 
for 1000/.^ dated the 24th of September and due the 
27th of December 1825, and marked Q., ought to be 
placed to the credit of the Defendant with Taylor and 
Co*. This bill was drawn by .the Defendant upon Mr. 
SUfffbrd Price^ and discounted through Taylor and Co. 
Tlbe Plaintiff indbted that this was not a payment to 

B 4 Taylor 
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ISiiO. Taylor and Co., for that they had themselves taken it 
^^^'^"'^ up; but the Defendant insisted that it was, it having 
V. been taken up by Stafford Price the acceptor : and, upon 

Mackintosh. ^^ ^^^^^^ ^f ^jj^ g^j^ ^^ March 18S7, by which it was re- 
ferred to the Master to enquire and state to the Court 
by whom, and in what manner, this bill was taken up, 
the Defendant insisted, before the Master, that this bill 
had been taken up by Stafford Price the acceptor, 
through the medium of his bankers, and out of his 
moneys ; and he tendered Stafford Price as a witness to 
prove this statement, who stated that one Charles Finch 
was a second mortgagee of the same premises for 1000/., 
and that he {Stafford Price) had guaranteed this mort- 
gage debt, and that, if the estate was not sufficient, he 
should have to pay the debt, but that he had ascertained 
that the estate was sufficient 

The Master admitted this evidence; but, upon excep- 
tions taken to the report, the Master of the Rolls was 
of opinion that Stafford Price was not a competent wit- 
ness, upon the ground of interest; as the object of his 
evidence was to shew that the first mortgage was, to a , 
certain extent, satisfied, and thereby to improve the 
security of the second mortgage, which he had gua- 
ranteed, and, therefore, to diminish the probability of 
his being called upon to pay the amount ; and the ques- 
tion is, whether that be a correct application of the rule 
of law. There can be no doubt that such may be the 
efi*ect of the evidence of this witness ; but the subject 
matter to which the witness b called upon to depose is, 
incidentally, only, connected with the interest of the wit- 
ness. It does not touch the value of the mortgaged 
property, or the amount of the mortgage debt, but 
relates to other transactions quite unconnected with 
those matters ; except that the Court has declared the 
Defendant to be entitled to set off any balance arising 

from 



WORMALD 
V, 
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irom suck transactions against the first mortgage debt : 1840. 

and the witness, being only a guarantee for the second 

mortgage, can only be affected by the amount of the 

claim of the first mortgagee, in the event of the property Mackintosh. 

not proving sufficient to pay both, which he says he had 

ascertained that it was* The solution of this question 

must be looked for in the decisions at law, where ques* 

tions upon the admissibility of evidence much more fre- 

quently occur than in this court 

Chief Baron Gilbert (a) says, the law looks upon a 
witness as interested, <^ where there is a certain benefit 
or disadvantage to the witness attending the conse- 
quence of the cause one way.^ This, as Lord Chief 
Justice Tindql observes, in Doe dem. Lord Teytiham v. 
Tyler {b), may arise, first, where the witness has a 
direct and immediate benefit from the event of the suit 
itself; or, secondly, where he may avail himself of the 
verdict in support of his claim in a future action. The 
latter, which is the subject of the provisions of the late 
statute, does not apply to this case. The distinction 
between the direct and certain interest which dis- 
qualifies* and the remote and uncertain interest which 
does not disqualify, b strongly exemplified by the dis- 
tinction stated, by Mr. Justice Bayley^ in Marsden v. 
Stamfield (c), between the cases of inhabitants rated or 
only rateable, as being or not being competent witnesses 
to prove other land to be within the rateable district. 
The cases which apply most directly to the present 
are those in which it has been decided that legatees and 
creditors of a person deceased are competent witnesses, 
in actions by or against the representatives, to increase 
or protect the estate, but that a residuary legatee is 

not; 

(a) See GUb. on Evid. 106. (c) 7 Bam. Sf Cress. 815. ; see 

(ft) 6 Bmg. 390.; see p. 594. p. 818. 
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1840. not; No^weUv. i)at»Sp5(a), in which the other cases are 
^^V^^ referred to. The residuary legatee has a direct interest ; 
V. for the fund is his, subject to the charges upon it. The 

Maciuntosh. legatee and creditor are interested in the amount of the 
fund, in so far that their churns are to be paid out of it ; 
but they have no interest in the amount, if it be sufficient 
to pay such demands. Whatever may be the result of 
the issue upon which they are examined, such interest 
is not so direct and certain as to disqualify them ; but 
they have themselves claims upon the fund, and the 
question is the amount of the fiind. In this case, the 
question is the amount of the fund, and the witness has 
not even any direct claim upon it ; but his only interest 
is, that he is guarantee for a sum charged upon it. If, 
therefore, the fund be sufficient to pay both charges, 
which the witness says he has ascertained it to be, he 
has no interest whatever ; and if the statement is not to 
be attended to, his interest cannot be put higher than 
that of the legatee and creditor, in the cases to which I 
have referred. I am, therrfore, of opinion, that the 
Master was right in receiving his evidence, and that the 
exceptions to his report for having received it must be 
overruled, and the order of the Master of the Rolls 
varied accordingly. 

(a) s B.4r ^dol. sea. 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL v. The FISH- V"°' 

June* 
MONGERS' Company. ^g^, 

(KNESEWORTH'S WiU.) 

THE facts of this case are stated in the second volume The decree of 
of Mr. Beavan's Reports, la) the Master of 

-*^ ^ ' the Rolls m 

Attorney-' 

The Relators now appealed from the decree of the ^^^™^;.,> 

Master of the Rolls, dismissing the information with Company 

{Kneteworth's 

costs. Charity), 

2 Beav. 151., 

The view taken of the case by the Lord Chancellor's the Lord 
judgment, and the references made by his Lordship ^ig LordSi? 
to the points, raised before him, appear to render any bein^ of 
repcMTt of the arguments upon the appeal unnecessary. 3[!^°property 

was devised 

Mr. Cooper and Mr. Anderdon, in support of the pany, for their 

appeaL ^e*^®^** ^"^ 

^^ jeet only to 

certain 

Sir W. FoUett, Mr. Wigram, and Mr. EomiUy, in sup- JScMxcept 

port of the decree. , in one par- 

ticular, were 

^—^MBM^i^MBBHaMB^i-i dcclarcd il- 

legal by the 
act 1 Ed, 6. 



iwi. TTie Lord Chancellor. c. i4., and 

•*• ^^' . /. 1 ^^®^® being 

The object of this information is to fix upon all the no evidence 

property derived by the Fishmongers* Company under o*J,e''p*^cuiar 

the will of Sir Thomas Knesemorth the character of the charge 

trust property, for charitable purposes, either those spe- properly ^^° 

cified in his will, or other purposes cy pres^ or, at least, satisfied. 

to establish and provide for the charities so specified. 

If 

(a) Pagel51.tf<<^g. 
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1841. 



The 
Attorney- 
General 

V. 

The Fish- 
mongers' 
Company. 

(Knese- 
worth's 

wm.) 



If it shall appear that Sir Thomas Kneseworth^s will did 
not devote the property so given to charitable purposes, 
but gave it to the Fishmongers' Company, subject to 
and charged with certain payments for charitable or 
other purposes, the first and principal object of the 
information fails. In considering this point, the pro- 
visions for loans to members of the Fishmongers' Com- 
pany must be kept distinct from the preceding provisions ; 
for if, as in the' case of Attomey'-General v. Smythies (a), 
the preceding charities have only charges upon the pro- 
perty, and the property, subject to such charges, be given 
to some ultimate charitable purpose, such preceding 
charities are not entitled to participate in any increase 
of the funds. 



The testator's will gives the property to the Fish- 
mongers' Company, to the intent that they and their 
successors should keep, fulfil, and perform his will 
and intent, and every article thereof, as after de- 
clared and specified; which is not inconsistent with 
an intention that they should enjoy the property, 
subject to such performance of such his will and intent. 
He then directs that the property should be kept up 
-and repaired, so as to produce an income equal to 
the payments and performance of his legacies and be- 
quests ; and, after giving such legacies, and providing for 

. the audit of the accounts, imposes a fine upon the Com- 
pany for neglecting the audit, to be levied out of the 

. issues and profits of the property. He then directs that 

all the surplus rents and profits, after payment of all 

charges above rehearsed, should be laid in a chest in the 

treasury of the Company, and, together with 100 marks 

to be paid by his executors, applied for the purposes of 

repairing and new building the premises, and for the 

purposes of the loans; and, after providing for such 

loans, 
(a) 2 Rutt. 4* Mf/lne, 717* 
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loansy directs that in default of the Company performing 
the directions of his will, his said legacy or bequest to 
the Company of his said lands should from thenceforth 
be void, and all their title and interest therein should 
cease and determine ; and he, in that case, gave the same 
to the City of London^ to the intent that they should 
perform all the directions of his will, except the direc- 
tions as to the loans, and that the Fishmongers' Com-» 
pany, either rich roan or poor man, should have no 
more profit of the issues of the said lands, but by the 
discretion of the corporation of London^ 

It is impossible to attend to these provisions of the 
will, and to entertain any doubt, but that, according to 
the principles of the cases of Attomey'General v. Cov'- 
poration qfBristol.(a), Attomey-General v* Smythies (6), 
and AUomey^General v« Cordwainer^ Company (c)y the 
gifts and direction? in this will, which precede the pro- 
vision as to the loans, are merely charges upon the pro- 
perty, and that, if they had been legal, those to whom 
the property is given subject to such charges would 
only be bound to discharge them as given, whatever 
might be the value of the property. I am also of opi- 
nion that the same principle applies to the provision as 
to loans to members of the Fishmongers' Company, 
although that is less definite as to the amount; and that 
if there bad been no legal objection to that provision, 
all that the Company would have been bound to do 
would have been to furnish, out of the surplus rents, the 
accommodation intended. The Company were to have 
the benefit of the surplus of the property, subject to the 
observance of the testator's direction for the benefit of 
the poor members of it. This, though a charitable pro- 
vision, was only the mode prescribed by the testator, 

ia 

(a) 2 J. j- FT. 294. (a) 3 Mylne ^ Keen, 554. . 

ib) 2 Ruu. 4* Mt/ine, 717. 
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in which the Company were, in part, as amongst them- 
selves, to enjoy the gift. 

So* far, therefore, as this information seeks to fix 
upon the whole of the property derived by the Company 
from the will of Sir Thomas Kneseaxnihy I am of opinion 
that it has wholly failed. It has, however, a secondary 
and very subordinate object, viz. that of establishing and 
carrying into effect the object and directions of his will, 
in the several particulars which have been the subject of 
discussion. Much of the discussion turned upon the 
effect of the letters patent of 4 Ed. 6. and of the act 
^Jac. ]. The view I take of this case makes it un- 
necessary for me to follow that discussion further than 
to say that the effect of the two was, in my opinion, to 
give to the Company, for their own benefit, (for there is 
no pretence for the suggestion, that what they took fi'om 
the Crown was subject to any trust,)* all such interests 
in the property given by the will of Sir Tkomas Knese- 
iDorihf as the Crown became, or might have become, 
entitled to, under the 1 Ed. 6. c. 14. But even that pro- 
position is not very essential to the decision of the pre- 
sent case ; for whether the Company so became entitled 
or not, it is clear that I cannot establish charities or 
carry into effect directions which are made illegal by 
the last-mentioned statute. 



Of the objects attempted to be provided for by the 
will, two only hav^ been supposed to be free from 
the operation of the statute. 1. That for the benefit 
of the prisoners in Ludgate and Newgate prisons : and 
2d. That for providing loans for members of the 
Company. Of the first, nothing need be said, as there 
is no case established of this provision having been 
neglected, and as there is no ground for contending 
that the company were 'bound to increase the sum. 

The 
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The only question is, as to the second* . Tfae'>gift in 
the will is that, of the fond to be composed of the 
surplus rent and of the 100 marks, lOL should be lent 
to every honest man of the fellowship for six months, 
but only upon certain conditions, viz. be laying a su£- 
ficient pledge in the treasury for the sure repayment 
thereof, and also saying five paternosters and five aves 
and a creed for the testator's soul, and the souls before 
mentioned ; and if, at the end of the six months, the 
party borrowing wished to have the' loan continued for 
six months more, he was to have the same for another 
six months, again laying a Sufficient pledge for the sure 
repayment of the same, at the same half year, he saying 
de profiindiSf or five paternosters, five aves, and a cre^d 
for the testator's soul and the souls before mentioned. 
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The fifth section of 1 Ed. 6.'r. 14. gave to the King all 
lands given to the founding or maintenance of any anni- 
versary or obit, or other like thing, intent, or purpose ; 
and, by many decisions, referred to in Adams v. Zam- 
bert (a), it was decided that pra}ring for souls was a like 
intent and purpose as an anniversary or obit, within the 
meaning of the act, although not to be performed by a 
priest, or in any chapel ; and that where the gift was for 
the benefit of the poor, but connected with such sup^- 
stitious uses as their praying for souls, the whole went 
to the King. I particularly allude to the case of Adams 
v. Lambert itself, and to the cases of Caley and Gregory 
and Colbom v. Dale, there cited in pages 114 a. aiid 
116 a. It is therefore impossible to maintain that this 
provision for the loans to members of the Fishmongers' 
Company was not within the operation of the act 
1 Ed. 6. c. 14. The King, therefore, became entitled to 
the whole estate; this purpose applying to the whole 
of the surplus rents, if required, and there being, there- 
fore, no distinct part or portion which could go to the 

King, 
(a) 4 Co. Rep. 104. b. 
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King, in which case it was early decided that he was 
entitled to the whole; the authorities for which are also 
to be found in Adams v. Lambert, The result of which 
is, that the Company, by means of the letters patent and 
the act 4 Jac. 1., obtained all the title which the act 
1 Ed. 6. c. 14. would have given to the Crown ; or, even 
if that were not so, that the gift was superstitious and 
void under the last-mentioned act; and that the At- 
torney-General, therefore, cannot call upon this Court 
to establish it or carry its provisions into effect. 

I therefore think that the decree of the Master of the 
Rolls was perfectly correct, and dismiss this appeal^ 
with costs. 



1840. 
June, 

1841. 
Jan, 13. 



The ATTORNEY-GENERAL v. The FISH- 
MONGERS Company. 

(PRESTON'S Will.) 



The decree of HpHE facts of this case are fully st&ted by the Lord 
the Master of J^ 
the Rolls in 
AUomei/m 
General v. 
Fishmonger^ 
Company, 
(Preston\ 
will), 2 Beav. 
5S8,f affirmed. 
If there be 
no doubt of 
the origin and 

existence of a trust, this Court will not allow lapse of time to enable those who 
are mere trustees to appropriate to themselves that which is the property of others; 
but in questions of doubt whether any trust exists, and whether those in possession 
are not entitled to the property for their own benefit, the Court will pay the utmost 
regard to the length ot time during which there has been enjoyment inconsistent 
with the exbtence of the supposed trust 



Chancellor in his judgment. They will also be 
found in the second volume of Mr. Beavan^s Reports, {a) 
The case came before the Lord Chancellor, upon an 
appeal from the decree of the Master of the Rolls, dis- 
missing the information with costs. 

Mr. 
(a) Page 588. et seq. 
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Sir W. FoUett^ Mr. Wi^am^ and Mr. BomOhf^ for 
the Defendants^ in support of the decree. 
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The Lord Chancellor. 

The object of this information is to impeach the title 
of absolute ownership, which the Fishmongers' Com- 
pany has enjoyed for upwards of 400 years, in various 
tenements in the city of London^ and to have it declared 
that they have, from the commencement of that period, 
been, and are now, trustees of such property for charit- 
able purposes. 

The case rests altogether upon expressions used in 
the will of one Hefiry Preston^ under which the In- 
formant assumes that the Company derive their title to 
the property in question, and by which will Henry 
Preston devised the property to the Wardens and Com- 
monalty of the Company, and their successors, to have 
and to hold to the said Wardens and Commonalty, and 
their successors, in aid of sustaining the poor men and 
women of the said mystery, and of the said Commonalty, 
for ever. 
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It was argued, upon the principle that this Court 
recognises no limitation of time in cases of trust, that 
no regard was to be paid, in this case, to the lapse of 400 
years, which have passed away since the title of the 
Company appears to have accrued. Such a doctrine 
would be most dangerous, and might, if acted upon, 
prove destructive of many of the best titles in the king- 
dom. If there be no doubt as to the origin and 

Vol. V. C existence 
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existence of a trust, the principles of justice aiiji the 
interests of mankind require that the lapse of time 
should not enable those who are mere trustees to ap- 
propriate to themselves that which is the property of 
others; but in questions of doubt whether any trust 
exists, and whether those in possession are not entitled 
to the property for their own benefit, the principles 
of justice and the interests of mankind require that 
the utmost regard should be paid to the length of time 
durmg which there has been enjoyment inconsistent 
with the existence of the supposed trust. One of the 
principal reasons for admitting limitation of suits is the 
di£5culty of ascertaining the facts necessary to make it 
safe to exercise the judicial power. Upon this principle, 
this Court has, in many instances, limited the period 
within which it will exercise its power; and it would, in* 
deed, be strange, if, in cases in which it has not done so, 
it were altogether to disregard the lapse of time, as 
applicable to the evidence upon Which it is called upon 
to act. 



To dispose of rights or property upon any evidence^ 
however apparently clear, against a title and course of 
dealing of 400 years, would be full of danger; and no 
judge, not destitute of that degree of prudence and 
discretion which is essential to the administration of all 
system and law, but particularly to that of equity, 
would feel justified in doing so, if any reasonable sug- 
gestion could be made, reconciling the history of trans- 
actions long since passed away with the enjoyment of 
the property. Of this the present case furnishes a 
strong example. There is nothing, upon the face of the 
will, to shew that Henry Preston was not the beneficial 
owner of the property, or to explain the expressions to be 
found there, from which a charitable trust might be in- 
ferred ; but if a court of equity, havitig nothing but that 

will 
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will beftire itj'-should ha^ve taken from the Con^any thid 
beneficial' interest in the* property, an act of the greatest 
injustice would, as I believe^ have been the consequence^ 
Fortunately, I am not in that difficulty; for I have eti^ 
dence before me, which, if it does not demon^rate th^t 
the Company were, from the commencement^ beneficial 
owners of this property, raises so strong a presumption 
that sochwas the ease as tor relieve nl6 from all doubt as 
tathe duty I have to perform. 
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The Fiishmongers' Com^ny, which bad previously eX^ 
isted as a guild or fraternity, was not incorporated' until 
Aeyeat* 14f8S; and their charter contains a }icencb to 
hiitd lands of the valueiof ^0/. per annum, ntitwithstand-^ 
i»g the then statutes of mortmain. Before that time, the 
fraternity 'could only hold lands by procuring ^ them t6 
be c^nvejred to^ and held by trustees ; and, as they were 
wi&iti thef istattite IS^Bieh. ^^ c, 5., they could not dd 
this openly ; and, after that time, they could, in theird#ii 
right, only hold lands of the annual value of 20/.; but, by 
the reeognised custom of the city of London, citizens, 
tiwujg^' they could iiotc6nvey lands in mortmain^ were 
entided<to'devise them in mortmain, and the Coipoi'ationfs 
Were> entitled' ta accept the lands so devised; Whatever 
itiight be their value ; and frbm this a course of pro^- 
(deeding" Iras adopted, to enable the city Corporations to 
hold more land than their charters authorised. The 
corporations purchasing lands procured them to be coiim 
v^ed to trustees, and- such trusteed Conveyed them to 
some oue person, who, by his will, deVised them to the 
eorporatibBs. • 



The evidence of Mr. Hareb/, and the documents to 
wliSch he refers, prove that such was the course of 
biisihess in the dty ci London at the dat^ 6t the tiibi^- 
aaions now under consideration; which is the whbl^ 

C 2 that 
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that is necessary. The answer pat in issue the facts, 
and there is sufficient in the books to shew the proba- 
bility of such having been the object and legal conse- 
quence of such facts ; and no attempt was made to meet, 
by evidence or authority, the case so raised on behalf of 
the Defendants. 

Assuming, therefore, as I must, that such was a 
usual course of proceeding, the examination of the docu- 
ments in evidence, as to whether they establish the theory 
of the Informant, or of the Defendants, will lead to a 
short, and, I think, satisfactory conclusion : the theory 
of the Informant being that Hemy Preston was abso- 
lutely entitled to the property, and devised it to the 
Company upon the charitable trusts mentioned 'in his 
will ; and the theory of the Defendants being that he was 
only a trustee for them, and that his will was only an 
execution of tlie trust upon which he before held the 
property. 



It is important for this, and for another purpose, to 
keep in mind that there is very strong evidence that the 
property was not^ at that time, worth so much as the 
rent-charges upon it, or did not produce sufficient 
annual income to pay them. The inqmsitio post mortem 
of John Lovekinf the charging the 40 marks upon other 
property as well as upon the Great Tenement, and the 
deed of the 20th of April 1446, which assumes the 
inadequacy of the premises to pay the charges, esta- 
blish that fact sufficiently to justify its assumption in 
examining the history of the transaction. If, therefore, 
the property did belong to Henry Preston^ his devise 
of it to charitable purposes was a mere mockery; but 
if it was then the property of the company, no such 
absurdity follows from hb restoring it to the rightful 
owners. 

In 
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In the year 1429 the property in Graceckwxh Street 
and Ijombard Street was vested in four persons, Radwellf 
Londscpf Fitz Geffrey^ and Pijou, and the first having 
died, the three last subsequently dealt with it alone. This 
wais before the incorporation of the Company, which was 
not until the year 14SS. If, therefore, these persons 
held this property in trust for the Company, the course 
usually at that time adopted for such a purpose would 
appear to have been followed. The subsequent trans- 
actions will shew whether they did ^ so, or were bene- 
ficially entitled to the property. The Great Tenement 
had become vested in Sir JbAn Cornwall; and, by deed, 
of the 11th of November 1434, he conveyed it to the same 
Londsopy Fitz Geffrey^ and Pijou; and on the 18th of 
November 14S4 they granted to him, charged upon this 
property and the other property which they held under 
the deed of 1429, an annual rent of 40 marks, with a 
power of entry and dbtress ; and, in the event of non- 
payment, bound themselves personally to pay 5 marks 
as a penalty. On the same day Londsop^ Fitz Gef- 
freyy and Pijcu executed another deed, by which they 
conveyed all the property in Gracechurch Street^ Lom- 
bard Street, and the Great Tenement, in fee, to John 
Mitckelly described as citizen and alderman of London, 
and ten others, of whom Henry Preston was one, de- 
scribed as dtizens and fishmongers. By another deed 
of the 19th of Nooember 1434, Mitchell and the ten 
others charged an annual rent of 402. upon all the pro* 
perty comprised in the last deed, and upon various 
other properties stated to be vested in them, in favour 
of Sir Jo/in ComvoaU, but with a proviso that such an- 
nual rent should not be demandable if the rent of 40 
marks was regularly paid, and with a proviso against 
their being personally liable. 
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It may well be asked why, if these parties were 
purchasers, they should charge this and other pro- 

C 3 perty 
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peity: wHh »^he reritvof 40i. to isecure the fthrty 
ouurks.'. . ^ ••■■!■;•:■•.. • 

By another deed of the 15th of December^ Mitchell and 
mne of the ten, Henry Presttm being omitted, released to 
HenryiPresion and hiis heirs all their estates and in« 
terests in the property in Gracechurch^Streeti Lombard 
StreHi and the* Great Tenement; and, on the 20th 
oS 'February^ Henry Preston made his irill, which 
recites the transactions as to the property in Grace' 
church i^reetf Umbard Street^ and the Great Tenement, 
and reciting that 'he had thereby become solely seised 
thereof in his demesne as of fee simple, devised the 
whole of such property to certain* peri^tis named and 
described as the then wardens of the Company, and to 
the commonalty of the same mystery and th^ir sac* 
cessors for ever, in aid of the sustentation of the poor 
men and women of the said mystery and commonalty 
fin- erer. The will is confined to this object, and t^kes 
ik> tiotice of any other property, and is in the form in 
use at that time for passing trust property, as proved by 
Mr, Hardy. 

,1( BadweUj Londsopj Fitz Gfff¥eyi and Pijou vfere 
trustees of the Gracechurch Street and Lombard Street 
property for the Company, and if the Company pur- 
chased the Great Tenement of Sir John Cornwall^ it is 
very consistent with such a supposition that after the 
death o( BadweU the other three should deal with the 
property, and that upon the purchase of the Great Tene- 
ment^ the consideration for such purchase, viz. the forty 
mlirks, should be chared upon other property belong- 
ing to th& Company, Utid thatthesle three should convey 
the whole to other trustees, viz. Mitchell and the ten 
others ; and if these eleven were trustees for the Com- 
pany, it is provetl to have been according to the usual 

course 
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coiuae of : business in such cases that the trustees should 
convey to one, that such one inight, t^y will, vest the pro- 
perty in the Company for whom it was held in trust: 
but \t Hemy Preston was beneficially entitled to the 
[H?opert^9 so must have been Mitchell and the other 
ten, .and so must have been BadmUj Londsopy Fitz 
Q/fffirey^ and Pijcu; but^ besides the improbability, of 
so many persons acquiring and immediately parting 
with shares and interests in this property, and the im^ 
posttbility of accounting for. their dealings with the pro- 
perty upon that supposition, there is no appearance 
of any consideration being given by the eleven to the 
three, or by Henry Preston to the ten for the transfer of 
their. interissts; and the deed between the executors of 
Sir John ConmaU and the Company strongly confirms 
the. supposition that the transaction was, from the be- 
ginning, between him and the Company. 
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. I. observe that the Master of the Rolls seems to 
think it probable that Londsop^ Fitz Geffrey , and Pffou 
were trustees of the property in Gracechurch Street and 
Jjnabard Street for Sir John ComwalL For the pur- 
poses of the present question, it. is not material whether 
they were trustees for him or for the Company, though, 
ibr the reasons I have given, I think the better pre- 
sumption is, that they were trustees for the latter. The 
Informant's proposition is, that they were the beneficial 
owners; the contrary of which is all but demonstrated 
by the evidence. 



I have,, thereibre, no difficulty in coming to the con- 
clusion that the Company did not derive the beneficial 
interest in this property from Henry Pre$ton^s will ; 
whereas, before I could entertain the case made by the 
inficnrmation, I must have been satisfied, beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt, that they did derive their title nnder it. 

C 4 It 
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It was then said that, although Henry Preston were, in 
fact, a trustee for the Company, yet that the terms of his 
will imposed upon the Company a duty of applying the 
property to charitable purposes. It is not easy to con- 
ceive how the expressions used by a trustee are to alter 
the estate and to destroy the interests of his cestuis que 
trust : but the fact that the words used are precbely 
those which are to be found in the licence to hold lands 
in mortmain, comprised in the charter of the Company, 
explains the ground of their introduction into Preston*s 
will, and proves that there was no intention of aiSecting 
the estate and interest of the Company in this property. 



There is another ground of defence, on the part of 
the Defendants, which remains to be observed upon. I 
have before stated that the property in question appears 
to have been of less annual value than the two rents 
charged upon it, which seems to have been a sufficient 
grotind for the title of the Crown to the property itself 
under the stat 1 Ed. 6. c. 14. s. 5. In Adams v. Zam- 
bert (a), it is said to have been resolved, in a case in 
which land of the value of 20/. per annum was given, 
10/. to a priest, 5L for an obit, and 5/. for a lamp, that 
all the uses being superstitious, the land itself belongs 
to the King; <^ for, inasmuch as all the profits are limited 
to superstitious uses, it was the intent of the act to give 
all the land to the King, by a reasonable construction 
upon the coherence and intention of all the parts of the 
act." That being so, as I have observed^ in another 
case (£), it was immaterial whether the Crown actually 
seized the land itself or only the rents ; the letters 
patent of 4 Ed. 6., and the act 4 Jac. 1., having had 
the effect of giving to the Company all that the act 
1 Ed. 6. had given to the Kmg. 

This 

(a) 4 Coke Rep, \o^b»i see (&) See the preceding case. 
US. b. 
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This probable ground of title, coupled with the 400 
years' enjoyment, would, of itself, have been an answer 
to the claim made by the information. In this case, it 
is unnecessary to pursue that point further, as this addi- 
tional ground is not required to support the decree of 
the Master of the Rolls, which I now affirm, and dismiss 
the appeal with costs : but I cannot part with this case 
without expressing my regret that this proceeding 
should have been instituted without that ordinary de- 
gree of consideration and research, which, if exercised, 
must have satisfied the relators that there was no 
foundation for the case attempted to be made. 
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The title to property, after an enjoyment of 400 years, 
is questioned, and great trouble and expense necessarily 
occasioned to the owners, upon some expressions found 
in a will of the year 1 434 (a), which even a slight attention 
to the history of the time, the then state of the law, and 
the transactions relating to the property (which the re- 
lators do not appear to have taken any pains to ascer- 
tain), would have shewn to be wholly unavailing for the 
purpose of supporting the claim made. 



The loss which' this attempt will occasion to the re- 
lators is no compensation for the injury which it has 
occasioned to the Defendants, from which I regret the 
inability of the Court to relieve them, beyond the costs 
of the suit, given by the decree of the Master of the 
Rolls, and the costs of the appeal, which I now order 
the relators to pay. 

(a) 1454-5. 
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June 6.%. IBBETSON r. IBBETSON. 

A testator be- ^iiHlS^ case, on the hearing before the Vice- Chancellor, 
diatteb to is very fully reported in the tenth volume of Mr. 

trustees, upon Simon^ Reports, ia) 
trust to per- 
mit them to 

the"person T^^ Defendant, Sir Charles Henry Ibbetson, now ap- 

aud persons pealed from his Honor's decree. The case was argued, 
time being, • at great length, before the Lord Chancellor, by Mr. Jacobs 
tit?e"d'to^ the ' ^^* BeiheUy Mr. Koey and Mr. Hodgson, in support of 
possession of the appeal ; and by Mr. Turner and Mr. R. Atkinson^ 
hou^^under ^^ support of the decree ; and by Mr. Richards and Mr. 

his marriage Ijoftus Wigram for parties in the same interest as the 

settlement ^, . ^.«, 

or his will, Plaintiff: 

until a tenant 

in tail of the -» ., , . . . . , . , ^ , , 

age of twenty- Besides the authorities cited m the Court below, 

^ho Id*b^ • reference was made to Vaughan y. Burslem (b), Randall 
possession of v. RusseU (c), Proctor v. The Bishop of Bath and 
houTeTand" Wells {d), and lA^vdi Bacai^s Works, {e) 
then the chat- 
tels were to • 
belong to 

such tenant 7^ LqRD CHANCELLOR. N 

m tail. 

The testa- j ^^ ^f opinion that the Vice-Chancellor's judfl:- 
tor was, under ^ j & 

his marriage ment must be affirmed. The claim, under the gift 

tenanUn ffee, ^^ ^^® ^^^^ Xssassit in tail of the age of twenty-one 
subject to who 

iTSons, («) P«S« ^^^- '' '^^^ ^^) ^ ^- ^^- ^^«- 

which all W ^ ^^^' ^- ^- lO^- W Vol. iv. p. 74., ed. 1730. 

failed at his (c) 3 Mer. 190. 

death ; and, 

under his will, his brother became tenant for life, with remainder to his(the brother's) 

eldest son in tail, and died, leaving such eldest son then of the age of twenty-one 

years. 

Held, that the gift of the chattels to the first tenant in tail who should attain 
twenty-one was too remote, and that the will gave the brother's eldest son no title 
to them. 
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who should be m possession of the testator's mansion-* 1840. 

houses is clearly too remote. There mi^ht be succes- ^^^'^^^^^ 

Ibbbtson 
sive tenancies in tail^ lasting for any number of yeairs, v. 

without any one tenant in tail in possession attain- laBEtsoN. 
ing twenty-one; and as the estate could not remain 
suspended, if such contingency should not happen 
within the period limited by the rule of law, so the pos- 
sibility of suck contingency not happening within the 
limited period renders the gift void, although the con- 
tingency has, in fact, happened within that period. The 
titl^ however, upon which the appellant principally 
relied was the preceding direction, that, until this con^ 
ting^cy should happen, the property should be used 
and enjoyed by the persons for the tim^ being entitled 
in possession to the mansion-house, by virtue of the 
limitations in the settlement or will. 

Under those limitations, the appellant's father^ was 
tenaint for life in possession until his death in 1839 ; and 
k^ the son, never, under this direction, had any interest 
in the property; because, the moment at which, by* his 
father's death, he, for the first time, answered the de- 
seripHdn of a person entitled in possession to the 
mansion-house^ at that moment, he being a tenant in 
tail in possession of the age of twenty-one, the event 
happened which determined the application of the rents 
ander the former direction: nor could the case have 
been diflerent if the appellant had, at the time, been 
a tenaiit in tail an possession and under twenty-one; 
because, although the clause in the will respecting the 
chattels refers to Aie limitation of the real estate, for 
the purpose of describing the person who was to have 
the use and ^joymentof them, and, therefore, if that 
had been the whole of the direction, would have given 
the absolute property in the chattels to the first tenant 
in taU of the. land, yet that could not have been the 

result 
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1840. 



Ibbetson 

r. 
Ibbetson. 



result of the direction in this case, for it does not refer 
to the limitations of the land for the purpose of adopt- 
ing them as to the chattels, but introduces this im- 
portant difference, that all interests prior to any tenant 
in tail attaining twenty-one, shall be liable to be de- 
feated by the happening of that event; so that if the 
limitations are to be considered as repeated in the 
clause respecting the chattels, they must- be so repeated 
with the alterations the testator has directed, and they 
would therefore stand thus — to be used and enjoyed by 
the Appellant's father for his life, and after his death by 
the person then entitled in possession to the mansion- 
house, until some tenant in tail of the age of twenty- 
one should be in possession thereof, and then to go 
and belong to such tenant in tail. Upon this point, 
Trtiffbrd v. Trqffbrd(a) is strongly in point The 
Appellant cannot claim as tenant in tail in possession of 
twenty-one years of age, because that limitation is too 
remote ; nor under the intermediate gift, because that 
determined by there being a tenant in tail in possession 
of the age of twenty-one. 



In The Duke of N€ix)castle v. Lady Lincoln (b) Lord 
Bosslyn observed upon the difference between contracts 
for settlements and wills, saying that the Court is not to 
do for a testator all that can be done by law, but no 
more than what he has intended to be done, and ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of the terms. That 
observation applied to the ordinary case of chattels 
being given by will to go according to the limitations of 
land, in which case they vest absolutely in the first 
tenant in tail ; but it is competent for the testator to 
prevent such consequence, and that, in my opinion, he 
has done in this case. It may be said that if the gift to 

the 

(a) 5 Atk. 347. (b) Z Tm. 387. ; 4ee 594. 



Ibbbtson. 
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the first tenant in tail in possession at twenty-one is too 1840. ■ 
remote, so must be tlie direction for the application of "t^*^"^""^^ 

^* JBBETSON 

the rents till that event should happen. If there be v. 

this objection to the direction which the testator has 
made in his will, it will afford no reason for introducing 
into the will a gift of an estate tail which he not only 
has not directed, but was evidently anxious to avoid. 
The gift to a tenant in tail in possession at twenty-one 
negatives any intention of benefiting any one who 
should not answer the whole of this description. 

It was said that the decree is, at all events, wrong, 
in declaring the gift void after the death of Sir Charles 
Ibbetsofif the appellant's father, who was the residuary 
legatee. This is not an objection which this appellant 
can urge; and the representatives of Sir Charles Ibbetson 
have not appealed. 

The appeal must be dismissed, with costs. 



PYM V. LOCKYER. is^o. 

April 25. 27. 
Nov, 25. 

nnmS was an appeal from so much of a decretal ig4i, 
■*" order made by the Vice- Chancellor in this cause •^'*; ^^' 

^ . Feb, 1. 

as declared that the provisions made by the testator in . ^^^^ . 
the cause, on the marriages of the Defendants, Frederick haying, in the 
Pifmj Edmtmd Lockyer Pt/m, and Eleanor Penrose Drake ^^^l^^^^^^^ 
(formerly Pym)^ respectively, were not ademptions or himstKinloco 
satisfactions of the respective legacies of 5000/., 5000/., certain grand- 

and children, al- 
though their 
father was living, and having given them certain sums by his will, and having after- 
wards made settlements upon their respective marriages, the presumption against 
double portions was held to be applicable ; but, inasmuch as the advancements were 
smaller in amount than the sums expressed to be given by the will, such advancements 
were held to be satisfactions jpro tanto only of the gilts containc^l in the will. 
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1840. and 6000{^ by the testator's will bequeathed fer the re* 
spective benefits of them and their children ; and against 
the directions given by his Honor» consequential upon 
this declaration. 

. The testator was the grandfather of these Defendants, 
and their marriages took place in their father's lifetime. 

The provisions made upon the respective marriages 
were as follow : — Upon the marriage of Frederick 
Pymy to whom a legacy of 5000/. had been given, by 
the will^ for life, with remainder to his children^ a sum 
of 2000/. 3 per cent. Reduced stock was invested in 
the names of trustees, upon trust for himself and his 
intended wife, for their successive lives, and afterwards 
for their children, and, in de&ult of children, for him- 
self absolutely. Upon the marriage of Edmund Locky^ 
Pt/triy to whom a legacy of 5000/. had also been given, 
by the will, for life, with remainder to his children, .the 
testator made a setdement of certain lands upon him 
and his children, and executed a bond for 3000/., of 
which trusts were declared similar to those of the lands ; 
and upon the marriage of Mrs. Drake {Eleanor Pen- 
rose Pym)y to whom a le^cy of 6000/. had been be- 
queathed by the will for life, with remainder to her 
children, the testator, by letters, engaged to invest 
4000/. in the public funds, upon trust, after his own 
death, for the intended wife and her husband, succes* 
sively, with remainder to her children, and also engaged 
to pay, during his own life, 150/. per annum for the 
first three years, and 100/. per annum afterwards. 

Mr. Wigram and Mr. G. L. RnsseU, in support of the 
appeal. 

Mr. Betkellf Mr. L^tits JOcmukSj and Mr. Chandless^ 

in support of the decretal ordeh 

Mr. 
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Mr. Biduirdsy Mr» Westf and Mv. .Baeon^ for other 1840. 
parties. 




72^ Lord Chancellor. , ^ . Nov. 25. 

This case involves the consideration of much of the 
doctrine upon which I acted in Pom/s v. Mansfield (a) ^ 
and in so far as such doctrine shall be found applicable 
to tihe facts of this case, it miist govern n^ decision. I 
have not seen any reason to doubt the accuracy of such 
doctrine, and shall consider it as the law of this Court, 
unless otherwise instructed by the authority of the House i 

<^ Lords. 

Edmund Lockyery the testator, had two children, a 
son Edmund^ the interests of whose children are vested 
in the Appellants, and Eleanor Margoref, a daughter, 
who had three children, Eleanor, Frederick, and Ed- 
municf, the Respondents. 

By his will, in 1823, the testator beqbeathed 5000/. 
to trustees, upon trust, subject to an annuity of 40/. per 
annab for hik daughter Eleanor Margaret, for her life, 
to pay the interest for his grandson Fredericlfs nyiin- 
tenance till twenty-one, and then to him for life, and 
after his death to divide the principal equally amongst 
hb children; that is to say, sons who should attain 
twenty-dne or die under that age, leaving children, and 
daughters at twenty-one or marriage, with maintenance 
in the meantime ; and if there should be no such chil- 
dren, the 5000/. was to &11 into his residuary personal 
estate. Another legacy of 5000/. was given to trustees, 
upon similar trusts, for the benefit of his grandson Ed- 
mund and his children. Another legacy of 6000/. was 

given 
{a) S Mylne^ Crmgf^9. 
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1840. ^ given to trustees, upon similar trusts, for the benefit of 
his granddaughter Eleanor and her children, — her life 
estate to be enjoyed by her for her separate use; and 
the residue of his estate he gave equally between his six 
grandchildren, being the children of his son and of his 
daughter. 

In 1831 the grandson Frederick married, and, by bis 
marriage settlement, to which the testator was a party, 
but to which Frederict^s father was not a party, after 
reciting the marriage agreed upon, and that the testator, 
as the grandfather of Frederick^ had agreed to invest a 
sufficient sum to purchase 2000/. 3 per cent. Reduced, 
upon the trusts and provisions after declared, and that 
such sum had accordingly been purchased in the names 
of trustees, the trusts were declared to be for Fre- 
derick for life, and after his death for the intended wife 
for life, and then for the children, as the father and 
mother or the survivor should appoint, or, in default of 
appointment, equally, and in default of children, for 
Frederick absolutely. 

In the same year, 1831, Edmund married; and, the 
settlement upon his marriage, to which, as in the former 
■instance, the grandfather was, but the father was not a 
party, recited that, upon the treaty for the marriage, 
the testator, the grandfather, had agreed, on the part 
of his grandson, to convey certain premises for the 
purposes after mentioned, and to execute a bond for 
securing 3000Z. to trustees, payable six months after 
his death, which sum was to be held by them upon 
the trusts of the settlement ; and by the settlement the 
lands and premises were settled to the use of Edmund, 
the husband, for life, remainder to the wife for life, re- 
mainder to the children as they or the survivor should 
appoint, and in default of appointment to the children 

equally. 



CASES IN CHANCERY. 33 

equally, and upon failure of children to Edmund in fee; 184>0. 

and similar trusts were declared of the 3000/.. which be- ^^^y^- 

Pym 
came due six months after the testator's death. v. 



LOCKYER. 



In the same year, 1831, the daughter, Eleanor^ mar- 
ried; and the Master's report states a long correspondence 
between the testator, the grandfather, and the father of the 
intended husband, by which he, the testator, bound himself 
to lay out, in the names of trustees, 4000/. in the public 
funds, the interest of which was to be paid to himself 
for life, and after his death to the husband and wife 
and the survivor for life, and then to their issue equally, 
and if there should be no children, the principal to be 
subject to the wife's appointment ; and he further agreed 
to pay to them 150/. per annum for the first three 
years, and lOOl. afterwards during his own life. No- 
thing further was done during the life of the testator, 
except that he paid the 150/. per annum ; and he died 
in 1836. 

In answer to an inquiry as to the manner in which 
the grandfather had acted towards these grandchildren, 
the Master found, from the statement of their father, 
that the three children had been maintained by him, 
the father ; except that, as to Frederick^ the grandfather, 
being desirous that he should go into the church, had 
agreed to pay his college expenses, and had paid the 
tailor's bill, and part, but not all, of his personal expenses; 
and that, from the time of his ordination to that of his 
marriage, he paid him 200/. per annum, and, after his 
marriage, 100/. per annum : That as to Edmund^ being 
desirous that he should be of the profession of the law, 
he paid the stamp on his articles, and the premium to 
the solicitor to whom he was articled, and some small 
sums as pocket money; and, after he had served his 
time^ paid the costs of his admbsion as an attorney, and 

Vol. V. D his 
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1840. liift fee to a conveyancer, and made bim ran allowanoe 
for his k)dging and. maintenance in I/md<m% but which 
was very inadequate for those purposes : Tb^t, as.to.t^ 
LocsTBR. granddaughter Eleanor, the testator did not defray any 
of the expenses of her. maintenance or education up to 
the time of her marriage : That he was in the habit of 
constant intercourse with all the grandchildren, md^ing 
them presents of money and other gratuities, and di- 
recting and controlling them with an authority equal tp 
that of their father: that he was referred to on the 
treaties of the respective marriages of the grandchildren^ 
as 3, person whose consent was indispensably nec^sary^ 
and as the principal party to the pecuniary arrange^ 
ments; but that all such children livedo at the, same time, 
in intimate and affectionate intercourse with their parent^ 
and that the father wa& never^ until their marriage 
wholly exempt; from the costs of their maintenance and 
support; and. that, upon .the marriage of EtmnoTf k^ 
agreed to make her an allowance of 50/. per annum, for 
three years, which he paid. 

Upon this state of circumstances, winch was found fajy 
the Master's report,. the Vice-chancellor, upon further 
directions, declared that the provisions made by the 
testator upon the marriages o{ , Frederict, Edmund, and 
lEleatior were not adempU(»is or satisfactions of their 
respective legacies of 5000^ and 6000/. by the will be- 
queathed for the benefit of them and their respective 
children. By the appeal, the propriety of that decision 
is challenged. 

•AH the decisions upon questions, of double por- 
tions depend upon the declared or presumed intentioii 
of the donor. The presumption lof equity is against 
double portions, because.it. is not thought probable, 
whep. the object appears to b^ to. make a provisioq^ 

and 
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and <Aiat object Ifus been eflfected hy one ingtrucrienti 1840. 
diot the tepetition of it in a 'second should' be' Iri^ 
tended as an addition to the first. The secbRd pto^^ 
tisioti, therefore, Is presumed to be hitended ^ k substl^ 
ttttion for, and not as an additiim to, that first given; but, 
when the gift is a mere bounty, there is no ground for 
yaisiog any presumption of intention as to its amount, 
ijthoiigh such amount bie comprised in two or more 
gifts. 

The first question to be asked is, whether the sums 
giafat are to. be' considered as iportions, or as mere 
gifis;ijuidy jupon this subject, icertain ruler have beeii 
hnd^j^owtty^all intended to ascertain and to work out die 
i|itentioQ'6f this given In th^ cas^ of (^ parent, -a l^^acp 
to n'ohild 18 presumed to be intended to bo a portion; 
betluise providing for the child is a duty which the 
teiative situation of the parties imposes upon the parent i 
but that duty, which .is imposed upon a parent^ may be 
assDined by. another, who, for any reason, thinks proper 
tvpkoehimiielf, in that respect, in the place of a parent f 
aiidj' iwfae^ that is so, the same presumption arises 
against hik intending a first gift to take.effect as well aa 
a seoopd; because both, in such cases, iare conisidered to 
be^portioBs. : Whether the donor had, for this purpose, 
assuaojed -thp office of m parent,.sd as to invest his gifb 
wiib the cbaraetef of a portion, may be proved by ex-* 
trinaib' evidence^- :!8uch as the general conduct of the 
donor towards due children, or by intrinsic evidence 
from thenature and terms of the gift* If. the former be 
abne relied -lipon, it may prevail, although it should 
afipear that the dpnordid not assume all the duties of a 
parent, or e£G3Ctually perform those which he had under^ 
tUeett: the^ question beings merely, whether the facds 
pcofOd fidrly lead to the conclusion that he intended to 
^provide a portion for t^e child, and not merely to bestow 
D 2 a gift. 
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a gift. Upon this point, Pom/$ v. Mansfield^ founded upon 
Carver v. Bowks (a), and many other cases, is conclusive. 
Such evidence of general conduct towards the child is of 
far less importance than that which relates to the pecu- 
niary provision for it, whether that be found in the instru- 
ments containing the gifits or in extrinsic circumstances ; 
and, as part of such extrinsic circumstances, the general 
conduct of the donor towards the family, and particularly 
towards the other children of it, may, very properly, be 
included in the consideration of his object and intentions. 

It may be assumed that the father of the three children 
had but slender, if any, means of making a permanent 
provision for them, as, in two of the three marriages in 
question, he supplied nothing, and in the third only 
agreed to pay 50/. per annum for three years ; and the 
Master's report states, upon the authority of the &ther 
himself, that the grandfather directed and controlled 
the children with an authority equal to his own, and 
that he was referred to, on the treaties for the marriages, 
as a person whose consent was indispensably necessary, 
and as the principal party to the pecuniary arrange- 
ments. Such being the position in which the grand- 
father had placed himself, with respect to these grand- 
children, we find him, by his will, making provisions for 
them, and for the children of his son; not giving them 
certain legacies of which they or others for them might 
hereafter regulate the disposal, but taking upon himself 
to do so, and, in anticipation of their marriage, settling 
the sums given so as best to provide for them and for their 
children. Upon the marriage of Frederick^ the grand- 
father appears as the only contracting party, on his side, 
as to provision to be made; and the settlement recites 
that he, as grandfather, had agreed to invest the sum ad- 
vanced. 

(a) S Rt^s. 4* Miflne, 301. 
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yanced. Upon the marriage of Edmund^ the same course 1 840. 
was followed, although the same words were not used; 
but, instead of investing a sum in the names of trustees, 
as was done upon the marriage of Frederick^ he entered 
into a bond to pay the sum agreed to be settled six 
months after his death. Upon the marriage of Eleanor, 
he first proposed to bind himself to leave by his will the 
slum agreed to be settled ; but, it being suggested that by 
investing it in the names of trustees the legacy duty 
would be saved to the family, he agreed to invest it 
within a certain time, but which he omitted to do. 

In all these arrangements, the sums given were settled, 
or agreed to be settled, as nearly as possible, in the same 
way as he had provided by his will, which, in Trimmer 
V. Bayne (a). Lord Eldon seems to think would be of 
itiself suflScient to establish the ademption. That the 
sums so settled or agreed to be settled were portions, in 
every sense of the word, cannot be doubted ; and it is 
tsqually clear that the corresponding provisions by the 
will, though differing in amount, are of the same cha- 
racter. From the necessities of the family, or from his 
own firee choice, or, probably, from both, he assumed the 
task of furnishing portions for the children, regarding, in 
the distribution of his property, the number of those 
%ho, standing in the same degree of relationship, had 
idmilar claims upon him. This task, so undertaken, he, 
in the first instance, proposes to carry into effect by his 
Will, but, upon the marriages of the several children, he 
icomes forward, in some instances to perform, and in 
others to bind himself to perform, in part, what he had 
so assumed the office of doing. In what respect, for the 
purpose of trying the intention of the donor, does this 
differ from the case of a parent? The father, as well as 

the 
(a) 7 Ves. 408., see 516. 

D S 
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1840. ibe-grai]dfiithet».^ere at liberty! to make mhUt distriba*^ 
ticMLibqr thought proper t)£ tbeir>:pnop8rty; but having 
puce made' the distribution^, by attributing. a certain sum 
to .'each cjiildf: where is the probability, that^ upon the 
marriage of that child^^there should arise an:intelntion of 
disturbing the whole icheme of. such distribution, and 
off giving td stick child the sum then selUed, in addition 
tm wliat had heenbefix'e assigned as its portion^ to the 
^bBcessaiy {^ejddiee of: all the other children? It is to 
avoid such consequences, sa little likely to be intended 
by the donor, that the presumption against double pdr* 
tions arises, which, though it may, in some instances, 
4efeat the intention of the donor, is, in my opinion, cakii- 
Iftted, ia general, to effect it ; 

■ '■* ' ' '■ '. ■ '. 

; ■ lam of opinion that the gnpdfadier :had,: as to tbf 
jmuniary provision for the children of this, family, put 
^imself ip Iqcq parentisy and that the instruments them^ 
selvef prove that the -legacies and the sum^ settled were 
uitended as portions,:; and, therefore, that the presump^' 
tion against double portions arises, and that, tlie several 
s)E|ttlements or agreements ppon the marriage of the 
grandchildren operated as. ademptions of the legacies. 
Jj^rd Sldqth i^ J&r parte Pye (a), seems to allude to 
^e possibility that such second portion might be treated 
m» an. ademption pro tanlo only. Such a limited applir 
patipo of the rule wouldi I think, in most cases c;arry 
th0 intention of the testator more completely into effect; 
i.ao^fPQt liware of any <qa&e in iW^ich it has been acted 
upoa;^ but as that point hfis; not been argued, I shall be 
i(^y willing- to -hear counsel, upon ; it, if th^y think it can 
b^ .n^aintained.^ ;.; • .. - 



^ With respect to two of the portions, the. ^estator,^ at 
the time of his death, was only under an obligation to 

pay 

(a) 18 Vet. 140.9 see p. 151, 
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piiy' tbemi and if the will had been made after the 1841. 
ebl^flfHon had been incarred, the iegacy woald have 
been a satisfaction of the obligation. It would be 
strange if, the will being of the earlier date, the obli* 
gation^had not been an ademption. 
.*■'-•..'■ 

' The order of the Vice-Chancellor must, therefcnre, 
b^rerersed, so far as it is inconsistent with this view of 
the case, and altered accordingly. 



In consequence of the suggestion thrown out by the 1341, 
Iiord Chancellor at the conclusion of the judgment ^oH.f5. 
above reported, an argument took place upon the 
question, whether the ademption was to be considered 
an ademption in ioto^ or pro tanto only. 

Mr.Bethellf Mr. Lqftus LawndeMj and Mr. Chatidless^ 
ita Frederick Pym and the children otJ^dmund Pj/m. 

*rhe ademption was pro tanto only. That this is 
the rule of law is established, impliedly by some au* 
tiiorities, and directly by others. It is said, in the 
report of the case of Izard v. Hurst (a), tci have been 
agreed to be the rule of the Court, that a gift to a 
legatee, upon marriage or otherwise, of " the like or a 
greater sum'' should be intended in satisfaction of 
the legacy, unless otherwise declared by the testator. So 
in Famham v. Phillips (5), Lord Hardwicke says, that 
Where a father, after making his will, advances his child 
with a portion "as great or greater" than the legacy 
given by the will, such provision has always been tield 
aq[ ademption ; and in Eoome v. Roome (c) the Master 
of the Rolls states the question raised to have been, 

whether 

(a) Freenk SS4. {b) 2 Mk.2l5. 

(c) sAtk.lSU 

D 4 
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1841« whether a pajrment of 126/., by a testator, on behalf of a- 
person to whom he bad before by his will bequeathed 
1000/., was ^^ a partial ademption, and ought to be 
taken out of the portion." And in Pamel v. Cleaver (a), 
Lord Tharlaw states the question there to be, whether 
an advancement of 5000/. to a legatee to whom 6000/. 
had been given by the will was '^ an ademption, in toto, 
or in part, of the legacy;'' though, in that case, his 
Lordship held, that no ademption at all had taken 
place, as the testator did not stand in loco parentis to 
the legatee. The case of Robinson v. Whitley (b\ also, 
although one in which it was decided that no ademption 
had taken place, shews that, if, in that case, the smaller 
gift had been considered a satisfaction at all, it would 
have been held to be a satisfaction pro tanto only. 

In Clerk v. Ltuy {c) the question was distinctly 
raised whether a settlement, by a father, upon his daugh- 
ter's marriage, of part of certain lands, which he had 
before devised to her by his will, was a revocation of the . 
whole devise to her, or only a revocation pro tanto ; and 
Lord Ctmper expressly decided that it was " a revoca- 
tion only pro tanto of the lands devised to her, and not of 
the whole devise." So, in Norton v. Norton^ in Michael- 
mas term 1692 (^), it was held, by the Lords Commis- 
sioners Bawlinson and Hutchins, that a father's buying 
for his son an office or a commission in the aimy, are 
" advancements pv tanto.*' In HosMns v. Hoskins {e\ 
also, it was held that a father's purchase of a cornetcy 
for 650/. was an ademption, pro tanto^ of a legacy of 
750/.; but it must be admitted, that there was some 
evidence of an intention to alter his will, by deducting 
the purchase money from the legacy, and therefore the 

case 

(a) 2 Bro, C. C. 499. See (c) 8 Tin. Abr. 154. 

p. 517. \d) S P. W. 517. note. 

(6) 9 Vei, 577. {e) Pre* Cha. 263. 
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case is, perbaps^ not strictly an authority. The case 1841. 
of TkeUusson v. Woodford (a), before Sir. J. Leach^ 
was decided upon evidence of the testator's inten- 
tion ; but Sir J. Leach's observations upon what the 
case would have been independently of the evidence 
shew that he considered that a subsequent advancement 
of smaller amount would be deemed an ademption pro 
tanto only. So in Monck v. Monck {b\ where a legacy 
of BOOOh had been given, and 4000/. was afterwards 
settled, 1000/. having been paid for the legatee in an- 
other manner, it is clear that Lord Manners considered 
that if the 1000/. had not been paid, the settlement of 
the 4000/. would have been a satbfaction, pro tanto 
only, of the legacy of 5000/. 

In no case has it really been held that a smaller 
subsequent gift has adeemed a previous legacy in toto. 

The case of Clarke v. Burgoine {c) will be relied on 
by the other side; but that case, is misreported; for a 
reference to the Registrar's Book shews that, instead 
of two legacies of 3500/. each, which the report would 
represent to have been, adeemed by the payment of 
2000/., and a covenant to pay 4000/., there was, in fact, 
only one legacy of 3500/. ; and the decree declared that 
the gift of the 4000/1 was a satisfaction of the legacy 
of 8500/. From the report o^Hartop v. Wliitmore (d), 
contained in Peere Williams^ it would be inferred, that it 
was held that a daughter's legacy of 500/., under her 
father^s will, was totally adeemed by a subsequent gift 
of 200/. ; but that report is inaccurate, as appears from 
Mr. Co3fs note, from which we learn that the l^cy 
was a legacy of 300/., to the daughter, in case she 

married 

(a) 4 Madd. 420. (c) 1 Dick. 553. 

ib) 2 30.4: Be. 298. (d) 1 P. W. 681. 
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1841. married with her mother's eondent^ and of 200^ bDly» 

^^'^Ti^'^*^ if she married without sUcJi consent; and that she. did 

«. marry, without the mother's consent, in the father's life* 

Li>cffnsa. ^^^ . ^^ -thfef state <rf the case is that which is repre^ 

sented in the'itiller reporti which is to be found in 

Ptetedmts m Chancery {a\ in which it is expressly 

stated, OS. one of the grounds of the "decision, that the 

terger kgacy^vixir'that of 8002i^ never became due at 

alk . > 

4 It will, perhaps, be said, that Trimmer t. Bcnfne {b) 
eountenahces the notion of the total ademption : but in 
that case Lord JSfab» was of qpinion that the testatofr 
distinctly intended that the amount settled ^should be 
an ademption in toto ; and a careful examination of 
the judgment will- shew, that an inference in favour of 
total ademption: by a smaller provision is not warranted 
by the expressions which it contains. Lord Eldon sug- 
gests, that ^' where; a parent or person in loco parentis 
gives a legacy, as a portion, and afterwards, upon mar- 
riage or any other, occarion calling for it, advances in 
the natnre of a portion to that child, that will amount to 
an ademption of the gift by the will, and this Court 
will presume he meant to satisfy the one by tlie other.'* 
^^ Advances" what? No substantive follows the word 
^advances," and 6ome word must be understood to 
make the sense complete : but what ground is there for 
supplying words indicatmg a pcnrtion of any amount?" 
Again, he says that ^^the Court overlooks small •differ- 
aices in the circumstances of that which is proposed to 
be given and that in satisfaction of which it is contended 
to be given;" but he does not say that the Court over- 
looks differences in amount so as to make a smaller 
amount a satisfaction, in toto^ of a larger. 

In 
(a) Pre.Cha. 541. {h) 7 Va. 508. 
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III JBJtpiM^ P!/e'{ayijotd JS&ftmwys^ that the^Cinirt ^ 1841. 
has, in some cases, gone the length of holding that 
t&e'pbrtlon, tlibtigh much ' less thab the legacy, was a 
Wlifaction of the le^cy, upon' the 'ground -that the 
father, owing what is called a debt of nature, is the judge 
of that provision by* which he means to satisfy it. Lord 
^idon says, that this -^^ength is consistent with.the prin- 
ciple ; but he condemns the principle, and says that the 
length to which it has been carried shews the fallacy of 
the reason upon Which it is t6 be (bundied. He was, 
however, mistaken in stating that the Court had gone 
thfit length; for he had probably been misled by the 
i^^oneous reports of- Clarke v. Burgoine and Hartopy^ 

' An argument in favour of the ademption or satis&e<^ 
ifen being ci^sidered as pro tartto only, may be deduced 
from the Statute of Distributions, 22 8c 2S Car. 2. 
e» 10«f which provides merdy that 'the amount advanced 
cjhall be bro'ught into hotchpot, and not that the amount 
bf what the father may have advanced in his lifetime is 
necessarily to be taken as establishing, conclusivel^T) 
against the child, the extent of the father's obligation 
towards that child. 

If; as it is conceT^ied has been shewn, the law of the 
Court does not require that the subsequent advance* 
inent should be deemed to be a satisfaction in toto, the 
circumstances of this case afford as little reason for such 
a'concliision; for there is nothing whatever in theciN 
cumstances of the case to shew that the testator ever 
altered the intentions of equality which he had evinped 
in^ the provisions which he made by his will. 

Reference 
(a) 13 Ftf«. 140. See p« 151. 
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1841. Reference was also made to BeUasis v. UtJeooatt. {a) 

Mr. Richards appeared for Mrs. Drake (formerly 
Pifln\ a party in the same interest ; and he referred to 
Grave v. Lord Salisbury {b\ and Lord EldmCs obser- 
vations on that case in Exparte Pye. 

Mr. Wigram and Mr. 6. L. BmseUy for the unad- 
vanced grandchildren. 

A mere casual gift by the testator to the legatee is 
not an ademption or satisfaction ; but if the gift is in- 
tended as a portion, then it is a satisfaction, and a satis- 
faction, in toU), of what has been given by the wilL The 
question always is, whether the subsequent gift is in- 
tended as a portion. Unless it is, the presumption of 
law does not arise ; but if it is, then the presumption 
applies, and that presumption is, that the testator did 
not intend to give two portions, and that what he has 
given in his lifetime is to be a satisfaction for that which, 
when he made his will, he intended to give at his death. 
The general impression of the profession has long been 
in favour of the total ademption or satisfaction, in such 
a case. 

Lord Hardwicke says, in Shudal v. Jekyll{c)j that 
^^ whether the portion given in the lifetime is less or not, 
is no ways material ; " and it is perfectly clear, from what 
Lord Eldofi says in Exparte Pye^ that he so understood 
the rule ; and his expression of disapprobation of the 
principle upon which the rule was founded only shews 
that he thought the rule conclusively established. 

In Rosewell v. Bennet (d), a legacy of 300/. to put a 
son out as an apprentice was held, by Lord Hardwicke^ 

to 
(a) 1 Atk, 426. note. (c) 2 Ath. 516. 

{b) I B. C. C. 425. \d) 3 Atk. 77. 
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to be totally adeemed by the father's laying out 200/., 1841. 
in putting him as clerk to a person in the Navy Office. ^^^"^"^"^^ 



Clerk v. Liuy^ cited on the other side, was the case 
of a devise of land ; and the Court went into the con- 
sideration of the evidence in the cause, which could 
not have been done, unless the presumption of satisfac- 
tion had been first raised. Hoskins v. Hoskins^ TheU 
lusson V. Woodfordj and Monck v. Monck^ were all 
decided upon the evidence. BeUasis v. Ui/iwatt is merely 
a reporter's note. 

The facts of this case, independently of the rule of 
law, give no countenance to the argument on the other 
side. 

Mn BetheU^ in reply. 

When Lord Hardmicke^ in Shudalv. Jeh/U^ says, that 
whether the portion given in the lifetime is less or not, 
is noways material, he means merely that it is not ma- 
terial to the rule against double portions, not that it is 
not material upon the question whether a smaller por- 
tion is to be considered a total satisfaction of a larger. 



LOCKYER. 



ITie Lord Chancellor. jv3. i. 

When, upon the first argument of this case, I had 
come to the conclusion that the testator had placed him- 
self in loco parentis, and that the effect of the portions 
upon the provisions by the will was, therefore, to be 
the same as if the testator had been the father of the 
children, I was startled at the consequences of such a 
decision, if the rule generally received in the profession, 
and laid down in aU the text-books of authority, and, 

.apparently 
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^41: , #li)iiraiitljr fobnded «rp6B die highe^C- authority, wft^ t* 
Mgohite- tbe ^liviiioii of th^ property ^ itie rtile to^ #hi<& 
I refer being, that a portion ^* advanced by a father to 
a chiM will be a complete adeoiptioD of n l^cy, though 
less then the tesCatiientary pbftiofi."(a) I could nbt 
but feel that, in the case before ine> and in every ellief', 
the effect of the rule would be to defeat the intenttoil 
t>f the parent A&ther, who makes his will, dttiding 
his property aolbngst his children, must be supposed to 
bafie^ decided' what, under Uie then existing cire^ini^ 
stances, ought to be the portion of each childj not with 
reference to the wants of each, but attributing to each 
the share of' th^' whole wBich,^ ^ith reference to- the 
wants of «11, each otlght to possessr. If, subsequently, 
upon the marriage of any one of them, it becomes ne- 
cessary or expedient to advance a portion for such child, 
what reason is there for assuming:, that the apportion- 
ment between all ought therefore to be disturbed ? The 
iidvaneement must i^^tnrally be supposed to be of the 
paiticnlar cbild*i8 portiM; 'And'^ th^ rule assiimes, fk 
it precludes the ebild advanced fi^nr claiming the sum 
Kifeii by ^he will' lis weH as the siim* advanced. 
-i»j:, ^. .-i .:i'\ f) \ /b .(. .' r... / . :; ■ • ' •-• j ' -.. . . : : 

^Saj&r the rule b feutlded ongood sense, and adapted 
to the ordinary transactions of mankind. The supplying 
the wants of one child for an advancement is not per- 
mitted to lessen or destroy the provisions made for the 
others, by giving both provisions to' the child advanced ; 
but the supposed Tule that tbe larger legacy is to be 
adeemed 1^ die smallefT provision^ appears to me not 
to be founded on- good seHseV and not to be adapted to 
ttie^ordinary ti^nsaetions of mankind, and to be sub* 
versi^'ofthe obtious intention of tbe parent. Can it 
be assumed^ ju^^a proposition so general as to be the 
' " '■' foundation 
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cfixpressed ialentiOQtiithAtijiibe vmmga of one^fibUd md 
th^e advaiicipg si portion tx»i j»acb cbild» funiishos ground 
f>r Uie fii&er'a ulterbig the mod^ qfudUttibUttpg: hi» 
pr(^)€arty. .nnoQgat bis . cbildreoi by tak^ from, tbf 
porti^i {^Feviouslydestiti^ for that lebildyolMid, to tl|6 
jaine extent^ addbig to. tb6>p»o?isioo fqr^id^e.otbers? 
Is it not, 00 the contrary, the, usual (Cpurs^atidpracitifle 
that tbe father, upop a. child's marriage, 'pairts with tht 
4sontrol oyer as little as po8$ibl)e, preferring to: reserve 
to bimaelf tbe power of disposing of .the\re$idue of tbe 
portion destined for audi child, as its liiture eircum<> 
stancies and situation may arequire? In, doing »o^ ;tbe 
father is not influeaeed only by the natural ^preference 
.of bounty to obligation,' but adopts a course which: he 
may well be supposed to think most benefioial for bis 
children. .Where^ then, is the gfound-o^lbe presiimpf 
^n, that he intendeds; by adyafioi]^ piurt b£ what be 
bad deseed as;ttbe portion ofithat cUldi ta.,dqnrive that 
childofidieTemaimlertE . - ' ; * 

• : The argument in rfiiTour of ithe proposition afipears 
to me to, be founded upon technical reaeloning aa to the 
term ** portion^'.^ without due ix^nsideration oCtbe aenae.ui 
.which that term is « used. The givmg a.portion tda 
child is isaid to'be a mcml debt, but. of the ,amount of 
which the parent is the only judge ; and although the 
parent has, by his will^L.adjudged the. amount of that 
moral debt to be a obtain sum, he is supposed^ by tbe 
settlement, to have departed from that judgmient, And to 
have substituted the amount settled; and thb dnfy bef 
cause the one provision and the other are considered as 
a porticm.. This, however, assumes the portion tsettled 
to ba intended .«& a^ substitution, of itiie portion given by 
the. will ; and such intention, if proved, would remove 
all doubt; but the^oQuc^^pil. is, .whether such intention 

is 
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1841. 18 to be presumed, in the absence of all proof. Is it not 
more reascmable to suppose that the intention as to the 
amount of the portion remains the same^ and that the 
sum settled is only an advance of part of what the will 
declares to have been the intended amount of the whole? 
There is no reason for supposing the sum advanced to 
be the whole portion intended for the child ; and if so, 
there can be no reason for assuming it to be substituted 
for the whole. The effect of a portion advanced by a 
parent upon a legacy before given is called an ademp- 
tion ; but if the principle of ademption be applied to 
this case, the consequence now under consideration 
will not follow. The gift or alienation of part of what 
constitutes a specific legacy will not destroy the legacy 
as to what remains. So, the admitted exceptions to this 
! general rule do not seem very consistent with the ex- 

istence of that part of it now under consideration. The 
rule is said not to apply, when the testamentary portion 
and the subsequent advancement are not ejmdem generis. 
This may be very reasonable, as indicative of intention, 
but it is not easy to discover why, if one thousand 
pounds advanced is to be an ademption of a ten thou- 
sand pounds legacy, a gift of stock in trade of the 
value of 1500/. is not to be an ademption of a legacy 
of 500/., which, in Holmes v. Holmes (a), it was held 
not to be. So, a testamentary gift of a residue, or 
part of a residue, is said not to be adeemed by a 
subsequent advancement, because the amount is un- 
certain ; but, in that case, the child, if sole residuary 
legatee, takes, as advancement, part of what it would, if 
no such advancement had been made, have taken as 
residue. The gift under the will operates, though 
diminished by the amount of the advancement The 
statute of distributions, the customs of London and 

York 
{a) 1 Bro. C. C. 555. 
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York and the whole doctrine of hotchpot, proceed 184 1, 
upon the principle that advancement by a parent does 
not operate as substitution for, but as part satisfaction 
of, what the child would otherwise be entitled to ; the 
object being to produce equality, and not, according to 
the rule contended for, inequality, between the children. 

It appears to me, therefore, that all reasoning and 
all analogy are against the supposed rule. It remains 
to be examined, whether the authorities are such as to 
make it my duty to act upon it ; and I cannot but ex- 
press the satisfaction I have felt at having had the cases 
so thoroughly examined. I think the profession and 
the public are much indebted to those whose industry 
and ability have brought the real state of this question 
so satisfactorily before me. 

Hoskins v. Hoskins (a), decided in the year 1706, is 
a case in which a smaller sum advanced was held to be 
an ademption, pro ianio, of a larger legacy ; but it does 
not appear whether the decision proceeded upon the 
evidence of intention* 

Hartopv. Whitmore{b\ determined in 1720, is a very 
important case, being one generally referred to in sup- 
port of the supposed rule, which, if the report in Peere 
Williams had been correct, it never could have been. 
As there reported, it is a case of a legacy of 500/., 
adeemed by an advancement of 300/.; but, it appears 
from Mr. Cox^s note to Peere Williams^ the report in 
Precedents in Chancery^ and the Registrar's Book, that 
the whole statement of the facts in Peere Williams is 
erroneous. There was a legacy of 300/. in one event, 
and of 200/. in another, and an advancement of 200/. ; 

and 
(a) Pr. Ch. 26J. (fi) Pr. Ch. 541., and 1 P. W. 681. 

Vol. V. E 
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1841. and it was held that the SOOL never became payable, m 
the events which happened, and that the 200/. was 
adeemed or satisfied by the 2002. advanced. 

Norton v. Norton^ in a note to Pus^ v. Des^ 
boworie{a\ was cited; but that case appears to refer 
to advancements under the custom of London. 

The case of Clerk v. Liuy^ in the year 1716 (i), only 
proves that this supposed rule was never supposed to 
apply to devises of real estate ; but the case is principally 
valuable as shewing, though only from the argument of 
counsel, that the supposed rule does not appear to have 
be€n heard of in 1 7 1 6. The counsel are reported to have 
said : " Suppose a father by his will gives his daughter 
10,000/., and afterwards marries her, and gives her 
5000/. for her portion, and then dies, without revoking 
his will, this is clearly not a revocation of the whole 
devise of 10,000/., but only a revocation or satisfaction 
pro tanto, viz. 5000/., and she shall take the other 
5000/. by the will. This is a plain case, and the same 
in reason as the present." 

In Famhamv. Phillips^ 24th of October 1741 (c), the 
decision turned upon the legacy being a residue ; but 
Lord Hardwicke is reported to have thus expressed 
himself: ** Where a father, after making his will, ad- 
vances his child with a portion as great or greater than 
the legacy given by the will, such provision has always 
been held an ademption." 

Dicta of judges upon matters not argued or directly 
before them, have had more importance attached to 

them 

(a) 3 P. W.Sie. (c) 2 Atk, 215. 
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"Attn tfaah,' in my opmibn, they ought to have had; but 1841. 
such expressions, filing" from such a man as Lord 
Hardwickej may safely be relied upon to shew that, at 
that time, the idea of a larger legacy being adeemed by 
a smaller portion ivas nbt familiar to his mind. It is 
the more important to keep this dictum of Lord Hard" 
wicke in mindj because another dictum of that very 
eminent judge, in Skudal v. Jekylly ^^th of February 
1742 (a), is nelied upon in support of the supposed rule. 
The case* itself has no applicatidn to the point now under 
consideration, tU^ decision having turned upon this, that 
the telstator did not statid m 7oa7 j^ar^^ii; but Lord 
Harihbicie is reportied to have said: "This Court, to be 
sure, leans strongly against double portions, or double 
provisions ; and whether the portion given in the lifetime 
is less^'or tibt, is no ways material." Lord Hardwicke 
may hiave meant that, iso fer as the portioris are double^ 
I. e. the one a repetition of the other, one only shall 
prevail t tod that it is not material whether such repe- 
tition be ais to part or as to the whole of the legacy, 
which would niake this dfc^f^' consistent with the 
former ; but, assuming that the obvious meaning of the 
words is to recognise' the supposed rule, the effect will 
be removed' by "" the fact of the elroneous report of 
Hdrtop V. Whitmote'(b) having been cited; and, the 
point not being the subject of argument or decision, 
Lord Hardmcke may, naturally, at the moment, have 
assumed that report to be a correct exposition of the 
law. A -dictum irhder subh circumstances^ could have no 
weight against a contrary opinion expreslsed only a few 
months before^ ' • 

The case of BoseweU v. Betmet^ in the year 1744 (c), 
is a decision only as to the admissibility of evidence ; 

and 
{a) ^Mk. Sis. See p. 518. (c) 3 Atk. 77. 

(6) 1 P. JF.681. 

£ 2 
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18451. and Lord Hardmckes observations shew that be con- 
sidered the SOOA legacy and the 200/. advanced as 
intended for the same purpose ; which places this case 
in that class which have decided that, even when the 
testator is a stranger, the advance of money to effect the 
purpose for which the legacy was given operates as 
an ademption ; and in Mr. Roper^s book on Legacies (a) 
the case of EoseweU v. Bennet is cited in support of that 
proposition. It is also to be observed that if the 200U 
advanced had, per se^ raised the presumption of an in- 
tention to revoke the 300/. legacy, the evidence tendered 
would have been useless to fortify the presumption, as 
there does not appear to have been any evidence offered 
to repel it. 

Clarke v. Burgoine (b) is another case generally cited 
in support of the supposed rule, and, as reported in 
DtckenSf it would be a strong authority for that pur- 
pose; for it is there represented that Lord Camden 
decided that a settlement of 6000/.. was an ademption 
of two legacies of 3500/. each;^ but, upon reference to 
the Registrar's Book, it appears that, instead of there 
having been two legacies of 3500/. each, there were 
three legacies, one of 2000/., one of 500/., and one of 
1000/., making together only 3500/.; so that this case 
does not bear upon the question. 

It thus appears that the only two cases in which it 
appeared that a smaller advancement had been held to 
be an ademption of a larger legacy, that is, Hartop v. 
Whitmore and Clarke v. Burgoine^ are inaccurately re- 
ported, and that in neither of them did the facts exist 
to raise any such question. 

In 

(a) Vol.1, p. 329. (3) 1 Dick.5S5.; anno 1767. 
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In Grave y* Lord Salisbun/f in 1784 (a), the point de- 184L 
cided was different; but the Attorney-General^ in argu*^ 
ing for the ademption, only contended that, in provisions 
by a father for a child, the general principle was, that 
every sum of money advanced was a satisfaction for so 
much of the legacy. 

The case of Pawel v. Cleaver^ in the year 1789 (i), was 
not decided upon any point applicable to the present case ; 
but the doctrine now in question was much discussed, 
and Lord Thurlawj in one part of his observations, 
supposes a possible case of a legacy of 6000/. being 
adeemed by an advancement of BOOOLf but upon the 
untenable ground that 5000/. in presenti was equal to 
6000/. under the will of a living man, assuming, there- 
fore, that the advancement must be of equal value with 
the legacy ; but this the supposed rule, if it existed, would 
repudiate, as it is not conceived to regard the relative 
values of the legacy and the advancement, provided 
both be in the nature of portions. 

In Bobinson v. Whitleyj in 1804 (c), the legacy was 
1000/., and the sum advanced 500^ Sir William Grant 
thought the presumption was altogether rebutted by the 
evidence ; but the counsel, who argued in support of the 
ademption, only contended *^ that an advancement by a 
father to a child was considered, prima facie^ as an ad- 
vancement, pro tanto^ of what was given by the will.'' 

In Moncky. Moncky in 1810 (d)^ the legacy was 5000/., 
and the sum advanced upon the marriage of the legatee 
was 4000/., and Lord Mariners says the 4000/. is cer- 
tainly 

(a) 1 Bro. a a 425. (d) 1 BaU ^ B. 298. See 

\b) 2 Bro. a C. 499. p. 504. 



(c) 9 Vet. 577. 
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V 

1841. tainly a satisfaction pro iantq of the 5000/1 ; bat Be dis- 
missed 'the bill, because it wa^ proved that another sunt 
of 1000/. had been previously paid by the testator to 
the legatee, in part of the 50002. 

There appear to be two cases in which this question 
came under the consideration of Lord Eldon^ Trimmer v. 
Bayne^ in 1802(a), and JSr parte Pyeyin 1811 (d); but 
in neither was there any decision upon it. In the former, 
the legacy and the provision were equal : in the latter, 
the legacy was 4000/. and the advancement 3000/. All 
that was contended for was, that the SOOQ/. was to be 
considered as an advancement, and in part satisfaction 
of the legacy of 4000/. Lord Eldon decided that the 
advancement was not a satisfaction of the legacy, but 
upon grounds which have no application to the present 
question. The case, therefore, is important only from 
the observations which fell from Lord Eidtm, and it is 
not easy to determine on which side they preponderate. 
He says that, from his recollection of the case of Grave 
V. Lord Salisbury^ Lord ThurUm stated that if a portion 
be given to a child by a will, and, afterwards, an ad- 
vancement is made on marriage, that is^ prima facie^ an 
ademption of the whole^ ot pro tanto; and he afterwards 
says that it is the unquestionable doctrine of the Court, 
that where a parent gives a legacy to a child, and after- 
wards advances a portion on marriage of that child, 
though of less amount, it is a satisfaction of the whole, or 
in part : the meaning of which, as I understand it, is, 
that if the advancement be equal to the legacy, it is .a 
total ademption, and if less, j^ro tanio only; and he im- 
mediately proceeds to state that some cases have gone 
the length of holding that a portion, though much less 
than the legacy, has been held a satisfaction of the whole. 

As 
(a) 7 Fes. SOB. (b) 18 Fes. 140. 




CASES IN CHANCERY. SS 

As the only cases in which this appears to have been 1841. 
decided are Hartop v. Whitmore and Clarke v. Bur- 
goinef Lord Eldon must be assumed to have referred to 
them, or to be speaking from general recollection of 
what appears to have been decided by them, and if so, 
the expressions used are accounted for ; but all the im- 
portance which would otherwise belong to any thing 
falling from Lord Eldon, is removed, by its being ascer- 
tained that both thoise cases are erroneously reported, 
and that neither of them has any reference to the doc- 
trine they have long been supposed to establish. 

The result of a careful examination of the authorities 
is, that there is not sufficient authority to support the 
supposed rule, but that, on the contrary, the weight of 
auUiority is decidedly against it ; and as it cannot be sup- 
ported upon principle, and is, in its operation, generally 
destructive of the interests which parents have intended 
for their children, I think it my duty, notwithstanding 
the manner in which it has been recefved in the pro- 
fession, to decline adopting or following it, and, there* 
fore, to declare that the advancements, upon the re- 
spective marriages in this case, are to be taken as ademp- 
tions, ^o tanto only, of the legacies before given. 



E 4f 
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1839. 



EASUM V. APPLEFORD. 

TT^HE facts of this case are stated in the tenth volume 
, of Mr. Simon^ Reports, (a) 

The Defendants Joseph Appleford and his children 
now appealed from the Vice-Chancellor's decree, except 
so far as it provided for the costs of the suit. 



Mr. JVigram and 
appeal. 



Mr. Sheffield^ in support of the 



Nov. 22, 25. 

1840. 
Nov. 5. 

A testator dU 
rected that in 
case of one of 
his daughters 
having no 
child, his trus- 
tees should 
stand pos- 
sessed of a 
sum of 3000/. 
and the stock' 
upon which it 
should be in- 
vested, in- 
eluding the 
accumulations 
of the surplus 
dividends 
^hich should 
not have been 
applied in 

manner in the Mr. Thomds Parker jun., for other parties, 
will men- 
tioned, during 

the daughter's («) P. 274. et seq. 

minority, 

upon such trusts as the daughter should by will appoint, and in defiiult of appointment, 
or in case of appointment, as to such parts of tne 5000/. as should not be effectually 
comprised therein, or whereof the trusts to be thereby limited should either never 
take effect, or should determine, upon the trusts by his will declared of his own re- 
siduary estate. 

The daughter, having no child, by her will, after reciting that the 5000/. and the 
accumulated dividends had been blended with funds to which she was absolutely 
entitled in a sum of 6700/. consols, standing in the names of trustees, proceeded, in 
express execution of the power, to direct that the 5000/., and the stock upon which 
that sum or the surplus dividends should have been invested, should be transferred 
to certain trustees named in her will, upon trust, as to 2700/. consols, for her mother, 
and, as to 250/. consols, for another person, and, as to the residue, upon the trusts 
after declared of her residuary estate. She then proceeded to give what she de- 
scribed as *' all the residue of my stock in the public funds, and all my monies, and 
securities for money, and all the residue of my estate and effects," to the same 
trustees, upon trust to convert and to invest in the funds such part as should not 
already be so invested, and to stand possessed of all such funcfs, and also of the 
residue of the said trust funds which should remain after paying and satisfying the 
several legacies of stock before directed to be paid or transferred thereout to her 
mother and the other person referred to, upon certain trusts which she proceeded 
to declare. 

The mother died in the daughter's lifetime. 

Held, that the 2700/. consols was not well appointed, and that it was subject to 
the trusts declared by the testator of his residuajy estate. 



Mr. Jacobf Mr. Stuart^ and Mr. Craig^ in support of 
the decree. 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Coleridge^ Mr. Piggott and 



In 
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In addition to the cases cited in the Court below^ ISiO. 
Malcolm v. Taylor (a) and Sugden on Powers {b)j were 
referred to in support of the appeal* 




7^ Lord Chancellor. 2iov. 5. 

The Vice-Chancellor's decree declares that a sum of 
2700L 3 per cents, was not appointed by the will of 
Mary Ann Easumy but constitutes part of the residue of 
the estate of Matthew Easum. This the Appellant con- 
trovertS) and insists that the sum in question was well 
appointed by the will of Mary Ann Easum. 

The sum in question was part of a sum of 3000/. which 
Matthew Easum^ by his will, bequeathed to trustees, upon 
trust to pay the income to his daughter, Mary Ann 
Easuntf for life, for her separate use, and (after provi-* 
sions for her children, which failed, she never having 
married) upon such trusts, and for such intents and pur- 
poses, as she should, by will, appoint ; and in default of 
any such direction or appointment, or, in case any 
should be made, then, as to such parts of and interest in 
the said sum of 3000/. as either should not be well and 
effectually comprised therein, or as should be comprised 
therein, but whereof the trusts and estates to be thereby 
limited should either never take effect or should de- 
termine, upon such and the same trusts as were therein- 
after declared of the residue of the trust monies, and 
which residue he afterwards directed his trustees to hold 
for certain of his children, equally, of whom Maty Ann 
was one. 

Mary Ann Easum^ by her will, after reciting the will 
of her father, and the power thereby given to her of ap- 
pointing 
(a) 2 Bust. Sf Mylne, 416. (&) Vol. 2. p. 89. 
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1840. pointing the. 60(X)2i^ and faer intention to exerdsefiich 
power, but that the trusteesi had inyested the 5000£y 
and interest, and her share of the residue of her father's 
estate, indiscriminately, in the 3 per cents., and which 
constituted together a sum of 6700/. S per cents.^ di- 
rected and appointed that the sum of SOOO/., or the 
istocks or funds in or upon which the same was or 
ishould be inrested, should go. and be transferred by the 
trustees in whose names this same should stand at htt 
decease, unto two other trustees named in her will^ 
upon the trusts after declared ; that is to say, upon trust 
thereout to assign and transfer 2700/. S per cents., or 
so much of any other stocks or funds constituting any 
part of the said trust fiinds as should be equal thereto, 
at the time of her decease, unto her mother ^n EasurOf 
for her own absolute use and benefit ; and also there-: 
out, in the same way and manner, to transfer and assign 
9501. 3 per cents., or a like amount in value of any 
such other stocks or funds as aforesaid, unto Sarah Wil^ 
UamSf and to stand possessed of the residue of the said 
stock or funds, upon the trusts and to and for the in- 
tents and purposes thereinafter declared and expressed 
of and concerning her residuary estale and effects. And 
as to all the residue of her stock in the public funds, 
and all her monies, and all the rest, residue, and re- 
mainder of her estate and effects, whether under the 
will of her father or otherwise, she bequeathed the 
same to the trustees before named, upon trust to in- 
vest the same in the public funds, and to stand pos- 
sessed thereof, and also of the residue of the said trust 
fiinds which should remain after paying the several 
legacies of stock to her mother and Sarak Williams^ 
upon certain trusts therein declared ; and she appointed 
two persons executors, one of whom was one of the 
trustees to whom she had directed that the trust funds 
should be transferred. 

The 
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The imther died before the testatrix Mary 'Ann 1840. 
Easum^ wherry the appointment of the 2700/. S per centsi 
in her favour failed ;. and the question is, whether diat 
Slim therd[)y fell inito th^ residue of Matthew EastMs 
estate^ as not being appointed hy'Ma:ry Ann Easum^ 6t 
was well appointed by- that part of her will which difrr 
posed of tUr reddne of the said stocks or .fiinds. 

In support of the latter proposition, the Appellant 
relied upon the well-knowa rule^ that a restduavy gift 
will, in general, carry a lapsed legacy, and that the 
same rule has been' held to apply to gifls by way of 
appointment, as to legaciies. Oke v. Heath {a) was the 
first case referred to ; and that case is important, as con- 
taining Lord HarAnch^s opmion that, in these ques« 
tions, the appointment being by will, the same rule must 
be followed as in other cases of legacies ; but the facts of 
that case prevent its beii^ any audiority for the present. 
In that case, the donee of the power g^ve, by her will, 
part of the fund, absolutely, to a person who d^ed in her 
lifetime, and gave all the rest and residue of what she 
had power to .dispose of to her liiece, in whose favour 
Lord Hardmicke decided t^— UQt the fractional part of f^ 
specified fuud,,but all that should remain subject to 
her power; which, at the time of her death, was that 
interest which had been appointed to the deceased. 

. In FaUcner v. Butler (&), the donee of the power be- 
queathed 700/. to a person who was held not to be an 
object of the power, and, ^* afier payment of the above 
legacies," appointed the residue of her husband's per- 
sonal estate ; and this gift was held to include the 700/» 
This was a residuary gift which, m the case of a be- 
quest, would clearly: have passed a lapsed legacy. 

Malcolm 
(a) 1 Vei. sen. 135. \h) AmUer, 514. 
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1B40. Malcdmv. Taylor {a) was also cited for the Appel- 

^^"V*^^ lant That decision turned upon a principle which can- 

V, not be applied to the present case. Both Sir J. Leach 

Applefobd. ^jjJ Lord Brougham rested their decisions upon this, 

that the gift which had lapsed was given as a charge 

upon the stock, and that failing, the sum appropriated 

to it fell into or rather became part of the gift of sto<^ 

upon which it was so charged. 

Those cases of lapsed appointment being, as I con- 
ceive, inapplicable to the present, the solution of the ques- 
tion must be looked for in the decisions which have taken 
place upon questions of lapsed legacies passing by resi- 
duary gifts ; and, in doing this, care must be taken to bear 
in mind that, though the appointment, being by will, 
must, as Lord HardmicJce says in Ohe v. Heathy be sub- 
ject to the rules which affect testamentary dispositions, 
the subject matter is not the property of the maker of 
the testamentary disposition ; and, therefore, not affected 
by any part of the will which is intended to operate only 
upon that which is so. This consideration will shew, at 
once, how untenable is the argument urged at the bar, 
that the donee of the power having directed the transfer 
of the fund from the trustees appointed by the donor, 
to others named by her will, had, by so doing, made 
the fund part of her estate. No doubt, she might 
have made these funds part of her general estate, but it 
is clear that she never intended so to do. She, through- 
out, distinguishes between her own property, and that 
over which she had the power of appointing ; and if^ in 
the events which have happened, the 2700/. S per cents, 
was appointed by her will, that must have been effected, 
not by any words relating to her own property, but by 
the words in the residuary gift : << And also all the re- 
sidue 



Appleford, 
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sidue of the said trust funds which shall remain after 1840. 
paying and satisfying the several legacies of stock here- ^^^^ 
inbefore directed to be paid or transferred thereout, unto v. 

my said mother and the said Sarah Williams.^ The 
question therefore is, whether, — in the case of a will 
professing to dispose of a certain sum in a particular in- 
vestment, and giving one sum, part of it, to one person, 
and another sum, other part of it, to another, and what 
shall remain of such sum, after paying such two legacies 
thereout, to a third, — that third person can take the 
sum first given, in consequence of a lapse by the death 
of the legatee* Had the whole fund been 900/., and 
300/. of it bad been given to the first legatee, and 300/. 
to the second, and the 30021, which will remain, after 
paying those two legacies thereout, to the third, no ques- 
tion could have been made ; and wherein is the differ- 
ence ? The trustees having, as the testatrix states, mixed 
up the trust fund with other monies in one investment, 
she was unable to specify the amount of the trust fund, 
or to state, in figures, how much of it would remain to 
constitute the third gift ; but, in substance and effect, the 
three gifb are as distinct as if she had done so. There 
is no residuary gift applicable to this fund, but omly a 
gift of a certain part of it, the amount of which was to 
be ascertained by payment of the two other parts before 
given ; and if this be the rrght construction of the will> 
the doctrine applicable to legacies will be found to sup* 
port the judgment of the Vice-Chancellor. 

The general rule that a residuary clause passes a 
lapsed legacy — that which was intended to be the subject 
of bounty to another — is founded upon this, — not that it 
efiects, in specie, what the testator intended, for he pro- 
bably contemplated nothing beyond the particular legacy 
taking effect, but because the residuary clause is under- 
stood to be intended to embrace everything not otherwise 

effectually 
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X 84fp. effectually given i because, as l^r W* GfiM expresses it 
in Cambridge v. R(ms{a)^ the testator is supposed to give 
it away from the residuary legatee only for the sake of the 
particular legatee ; so that, upon failure of the particular 
intent, the Court gives efiect to the general intent; 
When, therefore, fi'ovn the construction of the will, the 
presumption in favour of such general intent is nega- 
tived, the rule does not apply, and the lapsed bequest is 
undisposed df. Such is the case of a residuary bequest 
to several, as tenants in common; The share of ohej 
dying in the testator's lifetime, does not pass ; because, 
the testator having given to each a certain proportion of 
his property, according to their number, it would not be 
eonsdstent with such declared intention to give to the 
survivor a larger proportion. 

Upon this principle. Lord Camden^ in the Attorney'- 
General v. Johnstone {h), held that a residuary clause did 
not pass a legacy which had failed ; saying that, for that 
purpose, the residuary legatee must be a general legatee, 
to take every thing which does not pass by the will, and 
that if the testator circumscribes or confines the residue, 
the' residuary legatee, instead of being a general legatee, 
becomes a specific legatee. 

Such being the principle of the doctrine as to the 
effect of residuary clauses upon lapsed legacies, and i^uch 
being the exception to the rule, I find nothing in that 
doctrine to support the Appellant's claim ; and, there- 
fore, must affirm the Vice-Chancellor's decree, and dis- 
miss the appeal with costs. 

(a) 8 r^f. 13. Seep.S5» (b) Ambler, S77. See p. 580. 



CASES IN CttANCEttYi 6« 

:c.^. , ^:[ • .. :'-. • ■ --* 1840. 



1840. 

BARNARD ». PUMFRETT. ^ov.s. 

1841. 
Jan. 20. 

JOHN PUMFRETT, by bis will, dated the 29th of _ 
t/ _ , , , , #. 11 » - 1 Decree, for 

Jfdif 1883, bequeathed as follows :»-^' I giye and payment of 

bequeath the sum of 500/. to each of the children of legacies, made 

^ ^ against an 

my sister Mary, the wife of Philip Barnard of Wood" executor, 

bridge, in the county of Suffbtk, draper; each of the sons ence^to the^" 

to be entitled to their respective shares on his arriving state of the 

at the age of twentjr-five years, and the daughter on her the ground of 

arriving at the age of twenty-K)ne years, or on the day of {j!^ having, by 

marriage, providing it is with the consent of her parents admissions, 

or guardians ; and to be paid to them by my executor s^^^naJu 

hereinafter named immediately on such child attaining liable for the 

the said age or day of mflrriage respectively." The tes- P^^™®" 

tator, then, after giving an annuity of 20?. to his sister 

Mart/ Barnard for her life, and an annuity of 201. to his 

sister Ann Edii for her life, bequeathed all his personal 

estate^ subject to the .payment of his debts, funeral and 

testamentary expenses, annuities and legacies, to his only 

son, George Betts Pumfrett ; and also devised to him and 

his heirs all his real estate, and appointed him his sole 

executor* -'. 



The testator died on the 2Sd of May 18S6. He had, 
for some years before, but not up to' the time of his 
death, been engaged in partnership with his son 6. JS. 
Pumfrettm, the trade of a brewer : and, from the time of the 
determination of the partnership, down to and after the 
testator's death, the son carried on the same business. 

The testator^s s^ter Mdry Barnard, who died before 
the filing of the till, had five children, JP^'ftjp Jjucas 
Barnitit*d,Jdhn' BamdrS, Samuel' Be^^ Mary, the 
irife of John Skeet, and James Barnard. 

On 
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1840. On the 29th of May 1886, 6. B. Pumfrdt wrote to 

Philip Lucas Barnard, a letter, in which, after alluding 
to the death of the testator, he proceeded as follows : — 
^** By his last will and testament I perceive you are en- 
titled to a legacy of 500/. to be paid to you on your 
attaining the age of twenty-five years ; the same legacy 
of 5002. to each of your brothers on attaining the same 
age, and a similar sum to your sister on her arriving at 
twenty-one. The above legacies I assure you, my dear 
Philip, shall be most cheerfully paid to you all, in just 
compliance with your late dear uncle's bequests." *•* * * 
*^ I shall, as soon as the legal time arrives for payment, 
give you a line, so that you may please yourself in what 
way you would like best to receive it." 

On the 16th of June 1837, G. B. Pumfrett wrote to 
Philip Lucas Barnard as follows : — ^^I am in hope that, 
in the course of a few days, I shall be enabled to place 
your money out on mortgage. The party, however, has 
not yet made up his mind if he mortgages or sells. 
Should he do the latter, the money will be useful to me, 
so that you need be under no apprehension respecting 



The testator's will was proved by G. B. Pumfrett on 
the 6th of August 1836. 

In the month of February 1838, G. B. Pumfrett paid 
to Philip Lucas Barnard 99/. 195. in part of his legacy 
of 5002. 

The bill in this cause was filed on the 21st of May 
1838, against George Belts Pumfrett, by the four sons 
of the testator^s sister Mary, and by Mr. and Mrs. Skeet, 
of whom Philip Lucas Barnard and John Barnard had 
attained the age of twenty-five years, and Samuel had 

attained 



PUMFRBTT, 
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attained twenty-one, but Mrs. SA^^^ (a) and James were 1840. 

still under twenty-one. It stated the facts above men- ^^"^^^^ 
•^ Barnard 

tioned, and alleged that the Defendant had carried on v. 

his trade with property of the testator, and it charged 
that the Defendant was, under the circumstances, per- 
sonally liable to pay and secure the legacies; and it 
prayed a declaration to that effect, and consequential 
accounts and directions ; and that the Defendant might 
be charged with the profits made by carrying on the 
trade with property of the testator ; and that the Plain- 
tiffs might have a lien for the amount of the legacies 
upon all the testator's personal estate, and upon his real 
estate to the extent to which the personal estate had 
been applied in payment of debts. 

The Defendant, by his answer, stated that the testator's 
personal estate was insufficient for payment of his funeral 
and testamentary expenses, debts, and legacies, and that 
the payment made to P. L, Barnard of 99Z. 195., had 
been made in ignorance that the testator's personal 
estate was liable to pay certain mortgage debts which 
were secured on his real estate, and under the impres- 
sion that the testator's devised real estate was liable to 
pay the Plaintiffs' legacies. 

He admitted that he had paid an annuity of 20/., 
which the testator had bequeathed to Ann Edisj but 
he stated that such payment had been made in con- 
tinuation of an annuity of 15/. which had been allowed 
to her by the testator in his lifetime, and of a further an- 
nuity of 5/., which had been allowed to her by one 
James Pumfreitj deceased ; although he considered that 
his payment of such annuity of 20/., was in full satis- 
faction 

(a) It did not appear that her marriage had been had with the 
consent required by the will. 
Vol. V. F 
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1840. faction of any claim she might have under the will; and 
B^^^^"^^ ^® intended to continue the payment, notwithstanding the 
V. deficiency of the personal assets of the testator. 

PUMFRETT. 

He admitted a balance in hand, on account of the 
personal estate, of 55S/. 1 Is., which he claimed a right 
to apply in satisfaction of certain specialty debts of 
the testator, for which he was liable as heir at law. 
He denied that he had admitted assets to pay the lega^^ 
cies, but said that, erroneously believing, till otherwise 
advised, that the whole of the testator's estate was liable 
to pay the legacies, he had so written and spoken. He 
stated that all the property connected with the trade 
had been either given or sold to him by his father, at 
the dissolution of the partnership, with the exception of 
the freehold premises, with fixtures, upon which the 
trade was carried on, and which were let to him, by his 
father, at a rent of ISOL per annum ; and he also stated, 
that, at the time of the dissolution, his Neither had made 
him presents of certain sums of money, which were en- 
tered in his father's books as having been paid to 
him. The Defendant's answer also suggested that the 
testator intended only to give one l^acy of 500L 
amongst his sister's children, and that the words " each 
of" were inserted by mistake. 

The Defendant examined two witnesses in the cause, 
named David Mien and John Wdrsopf for the purpose 
of proving that his father gave up the trade to him. 

The decree made by the Master of the Rolls, on the 
12th of June 1840, declared that the Defendant, the 
heir at law of the testator, was personally liable to pay 
the several legacies of 500Z. bequeathed to the Plaintiffs, 
and ordered that the Master should take an account of 
what was due for principal and interest on such of the 

legacies 
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legacies respectively as were then due and payable; and 1840. 
ordered that the Defendant should pay to such legatees ^^^^^"^ 
as had already become entitled, or the personal repre- v. 

sentatives of such of them as were or was dead, what P^"'^^'"'' 
the Master should certify to be due for principal and 
interest on the legacies; and ordered that the other 
l^atees should be at liberty to apply, as their legacies 
should become payable; and ordered that the Defendant 
should pay the costs of the suit 

The Defendant now i^pealed from so much of the 
decree as declared that he was personally liable to pay 
the legacies, and as ordered payment of those which 
had become payable, and as ordered him to pay the 
costs of the suit. 

Mr. Willcocki in support of the appeal, referred to 
Parker v. Feamley{a)i and distinguished the present 
case from Horsley v. ChdUmer. (b) 

Mr. Richards and Mr. BiltoUj contrd. 



The Lord Chancellor. 184i. 

Jan, 20. 
If all that the Defendant has stated in his answer 

had been proved, and if the construction of the will 
contended for by him were to be assumed to be the true 
construction, this case would be one of much hardship 
and of some di£Bculty ; but as no evidence is given as to 
any of the important facts stated (for no importance can 
be attached to the evidence of David Allen and John 
Warsop)^ I do not think that such character can be at- 
tributed to it. As to the construction of the wiU, what- 
ever speculation may be indulged as to the real in- 
tention of the testator, it is quite clear that the terms 

used 
(a) 3 Sim, 4- St 592. (b) 2 Vet. sen. 85. 

F 2 
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184L used are such as to denote a gift of 500L to each of the 
children of his sister Maty; and the ground upon which 
my judgment is founded, makes it unnecessary for me 
to express any opinion upon the other points suggested, 
and as to which the Defendant says that he was mistaken. 
If he was not mistaken, or if what he now claims as gifts 
from his father cannot be proved by him to have been so, 
and of that fact he has not given any evidence that can 
be relied upon, then the decree of the Master of the 
Rolls is as consistent with the real justice of the case as 
I believe it to be with the principles of law ; and, in that 
case, the Defendant will have nothing to regret in the 
course he followed up to March 1838, when he seems, 
for the first time, to have entertained the idea of dis- 
puting the title of the Plaintiffs. 

The testator died in Mat/ 1836, and the Defendant, 
his son, was the residuary legatee and devisee of all 
his real and personal estate, and, not only from his 
situation as son, but as partner with his father, must 
be supposed to have been well acquainted with the 
particulars of his property, and he must have been 
aware whether that portion of the property which he 
now claims as gifts from his father were so in fact, 
or constituted part of his property applicable to the 
payment of debts and legacies. With all these means 
of information, he finds, upon the will, legacies given 
of 500/. each to the nephews and nieces of his father, 
and an annuity of 20L to their mother, his father's sister, 
who is since dead, and 20L to another sister, Mrs. Edis. 
The Defendant, by a letter dated the 29th of May 1836, 
written by him to the Plaintiff P/iilip, informs him 
that he is entitled to a legacy of 500/. to be paid to 
him on his attaining twenty-five, and the same legacy 
tp each of his brothers on their attaining the same age, 
and a similar sum to his sister on her arriving at twenty- 
one 




CASES IN CHANCERY. 69 

one or marriage, and proceeds thus: — ^^ The above 1841. 
l^cies I assure you, my dear Philip^ shall be most 
cheerfully paid to you all, in just compliance with your 
late dear uncle's bequest." <* I shall, as soon as the legal 
time arrives for payment, give you a line, so that you 
may please yourself in what way you would like best to 
receive it.** This letter was written very shortly after the 
testator's death, > and before the will wils proved. Under 
ordinary circumstances, therefore, there might not be 
just ground for binding the writer of it by what it con- 
tains. This case, however, is peculiar, from the know- 
ledge the Defendant must have had of the property ; 
and after he had proved the will, and up to March 
1838, he not only did not say or do any thing recalling 
the representation and promise contained in that letter, 
but continued to act and to express himself in strict 
conformity to what he had so written. I do not find it 
proved at what time the Plaintiff Philip attained twenty- 
five, but it must, 1 presume, have been before the 16th of 
June 1837, for, by a letter of that date, the Defendant 
considers his legacy of 500/. as payable ; for he says, 
^^ I am in hope that in the course of a few days I shall 
be enabled to place your money out on mortgage : the 
party however has not yet made up his mind if he 
mortgages or sells. Should he do the latter, the money 
will be useful to me, so that you need be under no 
apprehension respecting interest." The money was not 
placed out on mortgage. The case, therefore, arose 
which was provided for by this letter, that of the 
Defendant borrowing and retaining it himself, and be- 
coming, therefore, liable, by his own undertaking, to pay 
interest upon it ; and so it has remained until the pre- 
sent time, except that, in the 'February following, 1838, 
the Defendant paid 99/. 195. in part of this legacy. He 
also paid the annuity to TArs. Edis from the death of 
the testator. 

F S These 
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184*1. These letters and this dealing with the l^atee were 

B^^^^"^^ ^^ assent to the l^acy; and an admission of assets to 
V. one is an admission to all. 

PUMPRBTT* 

It has been held that an executor, by taking -a grant 
of a term from the person to whom it was bequeathed (a), 
or saying to the legatee that he intends him to have 
the legacy acooFiing to the devise (i), or that the 
legacy is ready for him whenever he will call for it, 
Camden v. Turner, stated in Hawkes v. Saunders (c), 
constitute a good assent to the l^^acy. In this case, 
all the circumstances which separately occur in those 
Several cases are found combined. There is an assent 
to the legacy, a promise to pay it, and a. borrowing 
of the sum given, by the executor, of the legatee. 
In the cases in which it has been held that the repre* 
sentative has become personally liable for a legacy^ the 
liability has been put upon different grounds. In some^ 
that what took place amounts to an admission of assets ; 
in others, that the representative has, for a sufficient 
consideration, undertaken personally to pay. In ITie 
Corporation of Clergymen's Sons v. Swatnson{d)j pay- 
ment of interest upon a legacy was held to be an ad- 
mission of assets ; and in Campbell v. Lord Radnor {e), 
the widow, executrix of her husband, by her wiU at- 
tempting to provide other means for payment of a 
legacy given by her husband's will, stating as a reason 
that his personal estate was out upon mortgage, was 
held to amount to an admission of assets to pay her 
husband's legacy. It does not distinctly appear in 
Horsley v. Chaloner{g) what had been done by the 
executor; but the Master of the Rolls seems to have 

held 

(a) Weniworth, Qffice of Ex- (rf) 1 Vet. sen. 75. 
ecutor^ 414. {<?) 1 Bro. C. C. 271. 

(b) Touchst. 456. (g) 2 Vet, sen. 83. 

(c) See Cowp, 295, 
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held him personally liable, upon a declaration that the 1841. 
legacy was ready at twenty-one. In Hwwkes v. Saun- ^^^T^'^^'^ 
ders {a) the possession of assets was held to be a suiBS- _ v. 
cient consideration to support a promise to pay a legacy 
by executors; and in Childs v. Monins (i)» forbearance 
of a present demand, upon a promise by executors to 
pay itf with interest, was held to be a su£Scient con- 
sideration to make the executors per,3onally liable upon 
their contract. In this case, therefore, all the circum- 
stances concur which have been held necessary to make 
an executor personally liable ; and no attempt is made 
to support, by evidence, any case upon which the Court 
has thought it just to relieve executors from an incau- 
tious admission or liability. 

I am, therefore, of opinion that the decree of the 
Master of the Rolls is well founded, and that the appeal 
must be dismissed, with costs. 

(a) Cowp, S89. (6) 2 Brod. ^ Bing. 460. 
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BETWEEN 

Joseph Burrough the younger, Abel Peyton^ and Thomas 
Hull an infant, under the age of twenty-one years, by 
the said Abel Peyton his next friend - Plaintiffs ; 

AND 

Anna Phikoxj Benjamin Hullf Benjamin Lacey and 
Elizabeth his wife, Johi Shaw, William Cookes and 
Maty his wife, Edward Dalby Watson and Ann his 
wife, Thomas Goodwin^ Thomas Draper and Eunice 
his wife, jRichard Lacey^ Alice Htdl, Eunice HuUf 
John Walton Hully and Thomas Roby^ and Sarah Ca^ 
roline Walmsleyj since deceased, William Walton Lake 
and William Walton Lake the younger, Susannah 
Lake and James Phillips Lake^ Susannah Floyd Far^ 
quhar and John Farquhar^ out of the jurisdiction of 
the Court - - - - Defendants. 

By original and amended bill. 

AND BETWEEN 

Joseph Burrough the younger, and Ahel Peyton^ and 
Thomas HuU an infant, under the age of twenty-one 
years, by the said Abel Peyton his next friend 

Plaintiffii ; 

AND 

Thomas Goodwin and Ann Hale - - Defendants. 

By bill of revivor. 

AND BETWEEN 

Joseph Burrough the younger, and Abel Peyton^ and 
Thomas Hull an infant, under the age of -twenty-one 
years, by the said Abel Peyton his next friend - 

Plaintifl& ; 

AND 
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AND 1840. 

John Goodwin - - - - Defendant. ^«^V^^ 

By bill of revivor. 

AND BETWEEN 

Bmjamin Lacey and Elizabeth his wife - Plaintiffs ; 

AND 

Anna PhilcoXi Joseph Burroughs and Abel Peyton, Ben- 
jamin HtiUf John Slum, William CooJces and Mary his 
wife, Edward Dalby Watson and Ann his wife, Thomas 
Draper and Eunice his wife, Richard Lacey^ John 
Beeves and Alice his wife, Eunice Hull, John Walton 
Hull, Thomas Boby, William Walton Lake, James 
Phillips Lake, Ann Hale, John Goodwin, Joseph 
Scnster, and William Brown and Susannah his wife, 
Susannah Floyd Farquhar, and John Farquhar, out of 
the jurisdiction of the Court - - Defendants. 

By bill of revivor and supplement. 
BURROUGH V. PHILCOX. AprU29. 

May 2, 

LACEY V. PHILCOX. Nov.iS. 

"OHN WALTON, by his will, dated the 29th of A testator di- 
Februaty 1794, and executed and attested so as to cert^n stock 

pass freehold estates, gave to his daughter, Ann Fox should stand 
* , , . 1. . 1 1 11 , m his name, 

Walton, the interest or dividends payable on 6000/. and certain 

reduced 3 per cent Bank annuities, for her life, for her "^^ estates 
^ ... remain un- 

separate use ; and declared it to be his will, that such alienated 

60po/L annuities should continue and remain standing, jJJ^^ J^^^ ' 

as they then were, in his (the testator's) name, " until all tingencies are 

, completed:" 
^"® And after giv- 
ing life interests in such stock and estates to his two children, with remainder to 
their issue^ he declared that in case his two children should both die without leaving 
lawful issue, the same should be disposed of as after-mentioned, that was to say, the 
survivor of his two children should have power to dispose, by will, of his real and per- 
sonal-estate, *^ Amongst my nephews and nieces, or their children, either all to one | 
of them or to as many of them as my surviving child shall think proper," Held that! 
a trust was created in favour of the testator's nephews and nieces and their children J 
futgect to a power of selection and distribution m his surviving child. * 
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the following contingencies are completed." He then de- 
clared that, on the decease of his daughter, be gave the 
interest or dividends of the above mentioned annuities 
towards maintaining, bringing up, and educating all her 
lawful children, until the youngest should be twenty-one 
years of age ; then for the 6000/. annuities to be equally 
divided amongst all her children. But if his daughter 
should die without a child or children, or they should 
all die before they attained the age of twenty-one years 
and unmarried, then he gave the interest or dividends, 
as they became due and payable, unto his son TTiomas 
Wdlioriy for his life ; and at his decease he gave the fore- 
going interest or dividends towards maintaining, bring- 
ing up, and educating all his lawful children, until the 
youngest of them should be twenty-one years old ; then 
for the 6000/. reduced S per cent Bank annuities to be 
equally divided amongst them ; but if his daughter and 
son should both of them die without leaving lawful 
issue, ^^ then for it to be disposed of as hereinafter.'' 
The remainder of what property he then had or might 
be possessed of at the time of his decease, in the said 
reduced 3 per cent. Bank annuities, he gave to his son 
Thomas Walton. He gave to his friends Mr. Demg$f^ 
Mr. James Roby^ and Mr. William WcUmsley, and their 
heirs, in trust, all his estate at East Horsley and Effing-* 
ham^ in Surrey , and all his estate at Cam^ in Glouces^ 
tershirCf and all his estate at ScotfortJh near Lancaster, 
and a close of land near Derby ^ "for the following uses : 
— My intention is, that my said trustees shall have 
no further trouble in it, t)ian to prevent the before 
mentioned estates being alienated before the following 
contingencies are completed. I give the rents, and the 
profits of the wood that is of a proper age and fit for 
felling for timber, of all my said estates, unto my son 
Thomas Walton for his natural life, and at his decease, 
unto any eldest son be may have lawfully bom; and if 

his 
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his eldest should die without a son^ then the estates 
should go to his second lawful son ; after his (^ecease, to 
his eldest lawful son ; but if his second son should die 
without a lawful son, then for the estates to descend 
gradually down to the youngest son ; and if he should 
die without a son, then I give all the aforementioned 
estates unto my son's eldest daughter, for her natural 
life ; and if she has a lawful ^on^ I give all the said 
estates unto him, on condition that he' takes the surname 
of Wicdton. But if my son should die without leaving 
lawful issue, or such issue should all die without leaving 
lawful issue, then I give all the aforementioned estates 
unto my daughter Ann Fox Walton^ for her natural lifi^ 
she receiving the rents and profits thereof for her own 
use, and not to be subject to the control of any hus- 
band she might have, and not to be liable to the pay- 
ment c^ any of his debts^ and her receipt alone to be a 
sufficient discharge for such pajnafient ; and, at the death 
of my said daughter, I give the said estates unto any 
lawful son she may have-on condition tiiat he takes the 
surname of Walton^ or to any grandson ray daughter 
may have, on condition that he takes the surname of 
WdUon. But in case n^ son and daughter should both 
of them die without leaving lawful issue, then for the 
said estates to be disposed of as shall be hereinafter 
mentioned, (tiiat is to say) the longest liver of my two 
children shall have power, by a will, properly attested, in 
writing, to dispose of all my real and personal estates 
amiongst my nephews and nieces or their children^ either ail 
to one qfthenij or to as man^qfthem as my surviving child 
shidl think proper. I give unto my above mentioned 
three trustees, the sum of ten guineas unto each of them 
for their trouble. I give unto my daughter, Ann Fox 
WaUan, all my household furniture, plate, lin^n, china, 
{^ass, and books. I do hereby appoint my son I'homias 
WaUon and my daughter Ann Fox J^/^^ if sh^ should 
. . be 
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be unmarried at the time of my decease, to be joint exe- 
cutor and executrix of this my last will and testament 
Wrote with my own hand, this 29th day of January^ in 
the year 1794?. J. Walttm!' 

The testator died in the course of the year 1794, 
leaving Thomas Walton his only son and heir at law, 
and Ann Fox Walton his only daughter. They were 
his only children living at the date of the will ; and they 
proved his will, and paid his funeral and testamentary 
expenses, debts, and pecuniary legacies, without having 
recourse to the 6000/. stock, which remained standing 
fh the testator's name until the decease of Ann Fox 
Walton. 



Thomas Walton entered into possession of the real 
estates devised by the testator's will, and continued in 
such possession until the time of his death, having, as to 
the Scotforth estate, suffered a recovery in the Court of 
Common Pleas at Lancaster. By his will, dated the 1 5th 
of April 1813, he gave the Scotforth estate to his wife 
Maty Walton, for her life, with remainder to his sister, 
Ann Fox Walton, in fee ; and, after giving to his sister five 
guineas for a ring, he gave all the residue of his personal 
estate to his wife, and appointed her sole executrix. He 
died in February 1825. Upon his death, his widow en- 
tered into possession of the estate at Scotforth, and she 
still continued in such possession ; and his sister Ann 
Fox Walton entered into possession of the other estates, 
and continued in such possession until the time of her 
death ; and she also, during her life, received the divi- 
dends upon the 6000/. stock. 

Ann Fox Walton, by her will, dated the 4th of October 
1828, gave her reversion in fee in the Scotforth estate 
under her brother's will to her kinsman William Walton 

Lake, 
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Lake^ for life; with remainder to his eldest son Wilr 
Ham Walton Lake the younger, in fee; and gave to 
John Walton HuUf described as one of the sons of 
John and Mary Hull of Castle Doningtofif in Leicester^ 
shire, and his heirs, the before-mentioned close of 
land near Derby; and, after giving some pecuniary 
legacies, she bequeathed unto and amongst the children 
and grandchildren of her late kinswoman Mrs. ^nn 
Hull of Castle Donington, except her two grandsons 
Thomas Hidl and John Walton Hull, the sum of 1000/. 
stock reduced 3 per cent. Bank annuities, part of the 
monies then standing in the name of her (the tes- 
tatrix's) late &ther John Walton, equally to be divided 
between them, share and share alike; and after di- 
recting that all the legacies and bequests therein-before 
mentioned should be paid and transferred to the le- 
gatees within twelve months after her decease, she be- 
queathed to her kinswoman Sarah Caroline Walmsley, 
the daughter of William and Sarah Walmsley, formerly 
of Chelsea, for her life, the dividends of 2000/. stock re- 
duced 3 per cent. Bank annuities, other part of the 
monies then standing in the name of her late father ; 
and she bequeathed to Anna Philcox and Rcbert Hillier 
the sum of 2000/. stock reduced 3 per cent. Bank an- 
nuities, other part of the monies then standing in the 
name of her late father, upon certain trusts for tlie 
benefit of John Walton Hull and his children ; but if he 
should die under twenty-four, and without leaving any 
child or children (an event which happened), then she 
bequeathed the same stock, to Thomas Hull; and she 
gave to Joseph Burrough and Abel Peyton all her real 
estate at East Horsley and Effingham and at Cam, to the 
use of Thomas Hull for life, with remainder to Burrough 
and Peyton during his life, as trustees to preserve con- 
tingent remainders ; with remainder to his first and other 
sons, successively, in tail male ; with remainder to the 

use 
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use of John Walton Hull for life ; with remainder to his 
first and other sons, successively, in tail male ; with 
remainder to the use of the youngest son, living at the 
time of her (the testatrix's) decease, of her kinsman the 
Rev. John Eoiy of Congerslone, in Leicestershire, and 
the heirs and assigns of such youngest son for ever ; 
and she bequeathed to Thomas Hull the sum of 1000^ 
stock reduced 3 per cent, annuities, being p^t of the 
monies then standing in the name of her late father, 
and 2000/. new 4 per cent, annuities standing in her 
own name. And she bequeathed to Btjarrough and 
Peyton all the residue of her personal estate, upon trust 
to convert it into money, and to pay the produce of 
such conversion to Thomas Hull, on his attaining the 
age of twenty-four years, to whom she bequeathed the 
same accordingly, with a declaration that he should not 
be entitled to nor receive any or either of the legacies 
or bequests thereinbefore mentioned until he attained the 
full age of twenty-four years ; but that all and every of 
the same legacies and bequests should remain invested 
in the stocks or funds thereinbefore mentioned at in« 
terest until he should attain that age ; and with power to 
Burrough and Peyton to apply so much of the divi- 
dends, interest, rents, issues, and profits as they might 
consider necessary and proper for his education, cloth* 
ing, bringing up, and advancement in the world, and 
to accumulate the remainder till he should attain twenty- 
four, and then to pay the same to him, together widi 
the principal ; and in case he should die before attain* 
ing twenty-four, and should leave any child or children, 
then the testatrix bequeathed all the same legacies and 
bequests to such children or child, equally to be divided 
between them, if more than one ; but in case he should 
die before twenty-four, and without issue, she be- 
queathed the same, in manner therein mentioned, for the 
benefit of John Walton Hull and his children ; and in 

case 
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case he should die before attaining twenty-four, and 
without issue, then unto and amongst all the children 
and grandchildren of her before-mentioned late kins- 
woman Mrs. Ann HuUf equally to be divided between 
them; and she appointed Anna PMlcox and Bobert 
HiUier her executrix and executor. 
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Thomas Walton and Ann Fox Walton both died 
without issue. 

The John Walton Htill, mentioned in Ann Fox WaU 
ton*s will, died in her lifetime, an infant, of the age of 
three years ; but another John Walton Hull (a Defendant) 
was bom between the date of her will and the time of 
her death ; and the testatrix herself died on the SOth of 
Jtdy 1831, without having been married, leaving Joseph 
Osborne^ Thomas Goodwin^ Sarah Caroline Walmslet/j 
and William Walton Lake her co-heirs at law, and also 
co-heirs of Thomas Walton and the testator John Walton. 
Anna Philcox and Bobert Hillier proved her will, and 
HiUier afterwards died. 

At the time of the death of Ann Fox Walton^ one 
nephew and one niece of the testator «7b^n Walton ^ and 
eleven children of deceased nephews and nieces were 
living. The nephew was William Walton Lake^ and 
the niece was Susannah Floyd Farquhar ; and the eleven 
children of nephews and nieces were Benjamin Hull and 
Elizabeth Lacey, children of Ann Hullf who had been a 
niece of the testator; and Joseph Osbofne, John Shaw^ 
Mary Cookes, Ann Watson^ Sarah Caroline Walmsley^ 
William Walton Lake the younger, Susannah Lake^ after- 
wards Bromi^ James Phillips Lake^ and Jbhn Farquhar. 



In November 18S2, Joseph Osborne died, intestate^ 
leaving Thomas Goodwin, Sarah Caroline Walmsley, and 

William 
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William Walton Lake his co-heirs at law ; but no per- 
son became his legal personal representative until after 
tlie institution of the original suit. 

Maty Walton, the widow of Thomas Walton, by deed 
dated the 8th of Jpril 1833, assigned to Burrough and 
Peyton what was described as all Thomas Walton's moiety 
of the 6000L stock, and the dividends of it since Ann 
Fojc Walton* s death, so far as she {Mary Walton) had 
any interest therein, upon the trusts upon which they 
would have held the same, in case Ann Fox Walton had 
become the absolute owner of the fund, discharged of all 
right or interest of Thomas Walton or of herself {Mary 
Walton) as his executrix and residuary legatee, either by 
reason that he was one of the testator's next of kin, or 
that there was any defect in Ann Fox Walton's will, and 
so that, as to legacies intended to be given by way of 
appointment but which had lapsed, the lapse might be 
for the benefit of Ann Fox Walton's residuary legatees. 

Two children and six grandchildren of Ann Hull 
were living at the time of Ann Fox Walton*s death. 
The two children were Beryamin Hull and Elizabeth 
Lacey; and the six grandchildren were the infant Plain- 
tiff Thomas Hull, and the Defendants Eunice Draper, 
and Richard Lacey (children of Elizabeth Lacey), Alice 
Hull (afterwards Reeves), Eunice Hull, and John Walton 
Hull; and no grandchild of Ann Hull had been born 
since Ann Fox Walton's death. 

The Defendant, Thomas Roby, was the youngest son 
of John Roby of Congerstone, living at Ann Fox Walton's 
death. 



Demger and Walmsley, two of the trustees named in 
the will of the testator JoJtn Walton, died in the lifetime 
of their co-trustee James Roby, and he died in September 

1822, 
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1822, intestate as to John Walton*s trust estates; and it 
nvas not known at his death who was his heir. Sarah 
Caroline Walmsley resided in France. William WaUon 
Lake^ and William Wallon Lake the younger, Susannah 
LakCf and James Phillips Lake resided in America ; and 
Susannah Floyd Farquhar and John Farqiihar resided 
in Scotland. 



1840. 




Shortly after Ann Fox Wallon*s death, Bunough and 
Peyton entered into the receipt of the rents of the 
estates at East Horsley^ Effingham^ and Cam^ and the 
close of land near Derby. 



The original bill in this cause was filed in the year 

1833, praying that the trusts of the wills oi John Walton 
and Ann Fox Walton might be carried into execution 
under the decree of the Court, and that the interests of 
all parties in the 6000/. stock, and in the real estates of 
John WaUony might be ascertained and declared. 

The Defendants, Sarah Carolijie Walmsley^ William 
Walton Ldke^ William Walton Lake the younger, S?^- 
sannah Lake, James Phillips Lake^ Susannah Floyd Far^ 
quhar^ and John Farquhar, were out of the jurisdiction, 
but all the other Defendants appeared, and answered the 
bill, and Sarah Caroline Walmsley having afterwards come 
within the jurisdiction, appeared to the bill, but died in- 
testate before answering it, leaving Thomas Goodwin and 
William Walton Lake, who was then, still out of the ju- 
risdiction, her co-heirs at law; and on the ISth of May 

1834, the Plaintiffs in the original suit filed a bill of 
revivor against Thovnas Goodwin, and against Ann Hale, 
as Sarah Caroline Walmslet^s personal representative; 
and Ann Hale afterwards answered the original bill, and 
the usual order of revivor was made against her and 
against Thomas Goodwin. 

Vol. V. G Before 
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Before the cause was heard, Thomas Goodwin died 
intestate, leaving John Goodwin his heir, who also 
became his legal personal representative, and agwi^ 
whom thie suit was revived in the usual manner. 

In the month of October 1834 William Walton Lake 
the younger died intestate, leaving his father, W. W, 
Lake the elder, his heir at law. 



The cause was heard} before the Vice-Cbancellor, on 
the 11th o( March 1836, when a decree was made, di-** 
recting inquiries as to the nephews and nieces, and 
children of nephews and nieces, of the testator, John 
Walton^ living at the death of the survivor of Thomas 
Walton and jlnn Fosc Walton^ and as to who was the 
youngest son of John Boiy of Cornerstone living at the 
decease of Ann Fox Walton; and all further directions 
were reserved. 



Under an order in the cause, dated the 9th of June 
1836, the 6000/. stock, which had, up to that time, 
continued standing in the name of the testator John 
Walton^ and the dividends accrued upon it since Ann 
Fox WaltorCs death, after a certain deduction for costs, 
were brought into Court 

On the 7th of February 1837» the Master made bis 
report, by which, in answer to the enquiries directed at 
the hearing, he found such of the facts above mentioned^ 
as are applicable to those enquiries. 

On the 1st of December 1837» Thomas HiM died^ 
under twenty-four and under twenty-one, but of the age 
of twenty years, having made a will on the 28th of 
December 1835, by which he appointed Joseph Samtest 
his executor, who proved his wilL 

William 
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tVilUain Walton Lake took out 
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younger* 



administration to 
Walton Lake the 



On the 22d of March 1838, the bill in the suit, 
Lacey ¥. Philcoxj was filed by Benjamin Lacey and 
Elimbeth his wife, who was a child of the testator's 
niece Ann HuU^ against all the parties to the first suit, 
and the representatives of such as were dead, as a bill 
of revivor and supplement to supply the defects which 
the various deaths had occasioned. 



1840. 



burrough 

Pbilcoz. 
Laoby 

V. 

Fhilcoz. 



On the 28d of November 18S8, a decree was made 
in the cause of Lacey v. Philcoa, by which, the Plain- 
ti£& were declared entitled to the benefit of the former 
suits and proceedings ; and the Master was directed to 
inquire whether the son and daughter of John Walton 
the testator both died without leaving lawful issue, and 
whether John Walton Hullj the devisee and legatee named 
in Ann Fox Walton*s will, died in her lifetime without 
issue, and whether Thomas Hullj the late Plaintiff in the 
former suit, died without issue, and what was his age at 
the time of his death, and whether there were then any, 
and, if any, what legal personal representatives of Jb- 
seph Osborne and WiUiam Walton Lake the younger, 
and what children and grandchildren of Ann Hull^ 
other than the late Plaintiff Thomas Htdlj were living at 
the decease of Ann Fox Walton^ and whether any grand- 
children of Ann HvU were bom after Ann Fox WaUotCs 
death, and in the lifetime of Tliomas HuU, and whether 
any or either, and which, of the children or grand- 
children of the said Ann HuUf other than as aforesaid, 
who were living at the decease of the testatrix, or any 
or either, and which of the children or grandchildren of 
the said Ann Hull since bom, had died, and, if so, who 
were their l^al personal representatives ; and whether 

G 2 the 
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the Defendants William Brawn and Susannah his wife, 
Susannah Fkyi Farquharj and John Farquharj were- 
living out of the jurisdiction ; and it was ordered, that 
so much of the 60001 reduced annuities as would be 
sufficient to raise the amount of certain costs, charges, 
and expenses, should be sold, and applied in payment 
of such costs, charges, and expenses ; and further direc- 
tions and subsequent costs were reserved. 

On the 6th of March 1839, the Master made his re- 
port in pursuance of this decree, finding in answer to 
the enquiries directed by it, such of the facts above men- 
tioned, as are applicable to those enquiries, and finding 
that the Defendant William Brown^ husband of Susan 
(not Susannah) Br&wn^ was dead ; ftnd that Susan Brown 
was then resident at Castle Donington ; and that the 
Defendants, Susannah Floyd Farquhar and John Far^ 
quhar, were residing in Scotland^ and out of the juris- 
diction of the Court. 

The suits now came on to be heard on further direc- 
tions. 



Mr. Richards and Mr. John Baily, Mr. Wigram and 
Mr, Kenyon Parker^ Mr.Skirraw ai^ Mx.Smythe^ Mr. 
Tinney and Mr. Shadwellf and Mr. Cooper, for different 
parties claiming under ^nn Fox Walton*s will, contended 
that no trust was created by John Wallon^s will, in 
favour of his nephews and nieces, and children of 
nephews and nieces living at the death of the survivor 
of his son and daughter, but that a mere power of 
appointment amongst them was given to such survivor : 
that the only cases in which words of power had 
been held to create a trust, were cases in which the 
whole interest had been given by the will to the donee 
of the power; in which cases there would have been an 

absurdity 
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absurdity in construing the words of power as creating 
any thing less than a trust; for the party having an 
absolute interest might, of course, dispose of that in- 
terest as he thought fit, without words of power to 
enable him so to do: That it was clear, that the 
testator in this case khew how to create a trust, from 
the manner in which he had given the property to a set 
of trustees : That in the case of Harding v. GI^ (a), 
which would be relied on, on the other side, both the 
gift of the absolute mterest and the use of precatory 
words, amounting to the creation of a trust, concurred ; 
that Braoon v. Higgs (6), which would also be much 
insisted upon, clearly rested upon Harding v. Gh/n, and 
was a case in which Lord Eldon felt great difficulty, as 
appeared from Whitmore v. Trelamvy (c) ; and that the 
case of the Duke of Marlborough v« Godolphin (d)^ in 
which, notwithstanding words of desire on the part of 
the testator, it was held that a mere power was given, 
was inconsistent with Harding v. Gbfn^ and was so felt 
to be by Lord Eldon: That there was an observation of 
Sir fV, Grant in Longmore v. Broom (^), which put 
Brawn v. Higgs on its right footing, viz. that a gift to 
A. or B. was void for uncertainty, but that a gift to A. 
or B. at the discretion of C is a valid devise, for nothing 
is wanting but the exercise of the discretion on the part 
of C : That in Brawn v. Hi^s Lord Alvanley construed 
<^ or" as ^* and," but that that could not be done in 
this case : That the only two cases on this subject, sub- 
sequent to Bravofi v. HiggSf were Grant v. Lynam (g) 
and Brawn v. Pocock (//}, in the former of which the 
supposed power had been actually exercised, and the 
only question was, whether it had been exercised in 

favour 

(fl) 1 Aik. 469. {d) 2 Vet. sen. 61. 

\h) 4 Vei. 708., 5 Ves. 495., ifi) 7 Ve$. 124. 

8 Ve». 561. ig) 4 Ru»s. 292. 

(c) 6 Va. 129. (*) « ^m. 257. 
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favour of the right objects; and in the lattei^ a casie 
which arose upon petition only, the fond in question 
had been derived from the testatrix's property generally, 
and the consequence of a different determination would 
have been, that there would be an intestacy, which the 
Court is always anxious to avoid ; and the supposed 
power^ being required to be exercised in favour of all 
the children, was much more in the nature of a trust 
than an exclusive power of selection, such as that given 
in the present case. 



They also relied on Btdl v. VarA/{a)j and Sale v. 
Moore (b) ; and referred to Grieveson t. Kirsopp (r), 
Moggfidge V. Thackmell {d)^ Harland v. Tti^r{e\ ftnd 
Gfuntess of Bridgeaxiter v, Duke of Bciton{g)i and the 
eases on this subject collected in Sugden on Pamers. (h) 

Mr. Hodgson (in the absence of Mr. Siuari), eontrd, 
for parties claiming as objects of the power, argued that 
the interest taken by Arm Fox Wolf on was a species of 
ownership which might be made the subject of a trust, 
and had been made the subject of a trust: That there 
might well be a limit of a power as of an estate; that the 
testator^s words ^< then to be disposed of as hereinafter 
mentioned'' were imperative, and strongly marked his 
intention ; and that, in reality, there was no substantial 
difference between the expressions he had used, and a 
declaration that the property should be held in trust for 
such of his nephews and nieces and children of his 
nephews and nieces as the survivor of his two children 
ishould appoint, which would, undoubtedly, create a trust: 
That the testator would not have vested the legal fee 

simple 

(a) 1 r«.jun,270. {e) 1 Bro. C. C. 142. 

(b) 1 Sim. 534, (g) SM. 236. 

(c) 2 Keerij 655. (h) Vol. ii, p. lis^efseq. 

(d) 1 Vei.jun:464^ 
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simple of the real estate in trustees, if he intended 
that, after a certain series of limitations ending in a 
power, the estate should descend to an heir at law: that 
the construction contended for on the other side would 
strike out a great part of the testator's will : That as the 
gift in jinn Fox WaltorCs will to the children and grand- 
children of Ann Hull the testator's niece was bad, so far 
as the grandchildren were concerned, the Court would 
hold it void altogether : for it could not distinguish the 
aliquot shares given to children and grandchildren. He 
relied upon Harding v. Glyn^ Broom v. HiggSf and Witts 
V. Boddington^a), as stated from the Registrar's Book 
by Lord Alvanley in Brown v. Higgs (5), Venables v. Mor" 
rii (c). Brown v. Pocock (d), and Grieveson v, Kirsopp (e). 
He submitted diat it was a fallacious mode of expres- 
sion to say, as had been said, in speaking of Brown v. 
HiggSy that the Court sometimes read "or" as " and;" 
it should rather be said, the Court sometimes considered 
^ or " as being used in the conjunctive. He said that 
the discrepancy between the cases of Harding v. Glyn 
and The Duke of MarU)orougk v. Lord Godolphin had 
been disposed of by Lord Eldon, in his observations 
towards the close of his judgment in Brawn v. Higgs. 

Mr. Bethellf Mr. Lqftus Lowndes^ Mr. Sharpe^ Mr. 
Met^noldSf for other parties in the same interest. 
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Mr. Norton for the trustees, Burrough and Peyton. 

The cases of Crrant v. Lynam (g), Wahh v. WaU 
linger (A), Birch v. Wade ( £), Forbes v. Ball {Jc\ and Kemp 

V. Kempj 



(fl) 3 Bro. C. C. 95. 
(h) See 5 Vet. 505. 
(c) 7 T.R, 342.438. 
id) 6 Sim. 257. 
(^) 2 Keen, 655. 



(g) 4 Buss. 292. 
(h) 2 Bust. 4* Myl. 78. 
(i) 5 V.4rB. 198. 
(*) 3Jlii?r.437, 
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V. Kemp {a)i were referred to, in addition to those above 
mentioned. 

Mr. Michardsy in reply. 



It was agreed that no question of election, as arising 
npon Ann Fox fValton-s will, should, at present, be dis- 
cussed. 



T/ie Lord Chancellor. 

The testator directed the dividends of 6000/. stock, 
then standing in his name, to be paid to his daughter for 
life, and he directed that the stock should remain in his 
name, ^' until the following contingencies are completed." 
After the death of his daughter, he disposed of the stock 
for the benefit of her children, and if she should not leave 
children, he gave the dividends to his son, for life, and, 
after his decease, the principal to his children ; ** but if my 
daughter and son should both of them die without leaving 
lawful issue, then for it to be disposed of as hereinafter." 
He gave to trustees and their heirs certain estates, describ- 
ing them, " for the following uses. My intention is, that 
my said trustees shall have no further trouble in it, than 
to prevent the aforementioned estates being alienated 
before the following contingencies are completed." He 
then gave the rents to his son for life, and, after his 
death, to his son's sons and daughters, in terms which I 
think would have given to those sons and daughters es- 
tates tail, and, upon failure of such issue of his son, he 
gave his estates to his daughter Ann^Fox Walton^ for 
life, and, after her death, to her son, if any ; <^ but in 
case my son and daughter should both of them die with- 
out 

(a) 5 r<?#. 849. 
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out leaving lawful issue, then for the said estates to be dis- 
posed of as shall be hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, 
the longest liver of my two children shall have power, by 
a will, properly attested, in writing, to dispose of all my 
real and personal estates amongst my nephews and 
nieces or their children, either all to one of them, or to 
as many of them as my surviving child shall think 
proper.** 
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The question is, whether these nephews and nieces 
and their children, take any interest in the property, in- 
dependently of the power ; that is, whether the power 
given to the survivor of the son and daughter is a mere 
power, and the interests of the nephews and nieces and 
their children were, therefore, to depend upon the ex- 
ercise of it, or whether there was a gift to them, subject 
only to the power of selection given to the survivor of 
the son and daughter. 

Before I refer to the authorities, it will be proper to 
consider what appears, upon the will, to have been the 
testator's intention, in the event which happened, of his 
son and daughter dying without children ; and, first, as 
to the personal estate, of which the capital of the 6000/. 
stock would, in that event, form part, it was to remain in 
trust until the contingencies mentioned in his will should 
have happened; that is, at all events, until the death of 
the survivor of the son and daughter, and, in my con- 
struction of the will, until the interests of the nephews 
and nieces and their children should have been ascer- 
tained ; but if no interest were to arise in such parties, 
except by the execudon of the power, then all such 
stock and other personal estate, from the moment of the 
testator's death, was undisposed of, if such power should 
not be executed, and, subject to that contingency, became 
the property of the testator's soa and daughter, as his 

next 
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next of kin ; so that they might defeat the interests of tiie 
nephews and nieces and their children, by agreement 
during their joint lives, and giving to the survivor, as to 
all such survivor's share in the personalty in which he 
or she would have an absolute property, a power to 
appoint to and amongst a particular class. The observ-> 
ation with respect to the land is still stronger ; the de- 
vise to trustees is ** to prevent the lands being alienated- 
before the following contingencies are completed," one- 
of which is the creating or ascertaining the estates and 
interests of the nephews and nieces and their children; 
whereas, if these parties were to take no estates or 
interests, except through the execution of the power» 
the son, as heir, if he survived his sister, would, upon 
failure of their issue, be absolute owner of the property,' 
as would the sister surviving, unless the son had disposed 
of his fee, subject to the execution of the power by the 
sister. There is, therefore, scarcely any supposable 
event in which the giving this power would, upon that 
supposition, give to the donee any dominion over the 
property, or be at all likely to secure any benefit to 
the declared objects of it. It would be unfortunate' if 
the authorities made it necessary for me to put a ccto^ 
struction upon this will leading to such results. *'' 



If I had to decide this case with no othefr authority 
to guide me but The Duke of Marlborough v. Zcrd Godd- 
phin{a)j I should have great difficulty in giving effect to 
what I cannot doubt having been the testator's intention ; 
but, highly as I venerate the character of Lord Hardmidte 
as a lawyer, I am not only at liberty, in weighing that 
authority, to consider how it has been dealt with in sab- 
sequent cases, but I am bound so to do. One things 
however, may be observed upon this case. By ifie 

codidii 
(a) 2 Ves.8en,ei, . . • ' 
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codicil, as stated by Lord Jlvdnlet/f from the Registrar's 
Book, in Brctam v. Higgs (a), the legacy was giyen to the 
executors as trustees, so that the mother of the children 
bad only an estote for life, the fund itself being in 
trustees ; but it does not appear to have occurred to 
Lord Hardwicke, that this wte of any importance in 
putting a construction upon the will, respecting interests 
being or not being given to the children, independently 
of the power. Harding v. Glyn{b) was a case in which* 
there was a gift, to the donee of the power, of the pro^ 
perty itself, with a desire, as to the mode of disposing of 
i^ amounting to a trust; but that declaration of trust 
only ascertained the class amongst which it was to be 
exercised ; it was *^ amongst such of my own relations 
as she'shadl think most deserving and approve of;'' and 
yet Lord Hardmcke, at the conclusion of his judgment 
in T^ Duke cf Marlborough v. Lord Qodolpkin (e?), i^ 
made to say, that in all the cases cited for the Defendants, 
the bluest amounted to a legacy to all the children, so 
that the proportions only were left tb the appointor. 
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In Witts v. Boddingtan{dy9 the gift to the testator's 
wife was of the use and enjoyment of the property for 
her life, with power, by her will or otherwise, to give 
the same amongst one or more of the children of his 
daughter Mariha, in such manner and proportions as 
sh^ should think proper; but in case no such child 
should be living at his wife's death, then he desired 
and directed her to leave the same to other parties. 
Theref were children of Martha living at the wife's 
death; but she attempted to leave the property to the 

other 



(a) See 5 Ves. 506. 

(ft) 1 Aik. 469., and stated 
(EomtheR^trar'sBooki 5 f> 
^01. 



(c) 2 Ves, sen. 61., see p. 85. 

(d) 3 Bto, a C. 95. and stated 
from the Registrar's Book ip 
5 Ves.505, 
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1840. other parties named by the testator, and it was held 
^^^^"^^^ that Martha's children were entitled. This is a case 

BURROUGH 

V, in which the donee of the power had only a life estate, 

and where there was a power of selecting any of the 
^CBY favoured class; but there was, in that case, no doubt 
Philcox. of the intention in favour of Martha's children if there 
should be any living at the death of the wife. If the in- 
tention in favour of the nephews and nieces and their 
children in this case be sufficiently apparent, that case 
is directly in point. 

These and other cases shew that when there appears 
a general intention in favour of a class, and a particu- 
lar intention in favour of individuals of a class to be 
selected by another person, and the particular intention j 
fails, from that selection not being made, the Court { 
will carry into effect the general intention in favour 
' _of the class. When such an intention appears, the 
case arises, as stated by Lord Eldon in Brawn, v. 
Higgs (a), of the power being so given as to make it the 
duty of the donee to execute it ; and, in such case, the 
Court will not permit the objects of the power to suffer 
by the negligence or conduct of the donee, but fastens 
upon the property a trust for their benefit. 

Many other cases, of an earlier date than Brtmm y. 
HiggSj might be referred to ; but the whole doctrine was 
so fiilly discussed, and so maturely considered by Lord 
Alvanley and Lord Eldon in that case, that it is not neces- 
sary to advert to them. In Bromi v. HiggSf twice heard 
before Lord Alvanley^ as reported in 4 Ves* 708. and 
5 Ves. 495., and before Lord Eldony upon appeal, as re- 
ported in 8 Ves. 561., and affirmed in the House of Lords, 
2 Sugden on Pamersj 176., the facts were, that the tes- 
tator 
(a) See 8 Va. 574. 
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tator bequeathed a leasehold estate to John Brawn^ upon 
trust to permit his wife to receive a certain sum out 
of the rents, and to pay other sums thereout; and 
after the above trust was performed, he authorized 
and empowered John Brown to receive the remainder 
of the rents, and to dispose of it in manner following, 
that is to say, to take 100/. per annum for his own 
use, and to employ the remainder of the rents, after 
paying certain necessary expenses, to such children 
of his nephew Samuel Brown^ as John Brawn should 
think most deserving, and as would make the best 
use of it; or to the children of his nephew William 
Augustus Bromiy if any such there should be. John 
Brown died in the testator's lifetime. There were chil- 
dren of Samuel Brown^ but none of William Augustus 
Brown. The decree declared that, in consequence of 
the death of John Brown in the testator's lifetime, the 
rents were well bequeathed in trust for all the children 
of Samuel Bromi^ and the children of William Augustus 
Brownj if there were any. Lord Alvanley said that he 
considered the bequest as equivalent to saying that he 
gave to the children, with a power to John Brown to 
select any he thinks fit, and to exclude the others ; and 
that the fair construction was, that, at all events, the 
testator meant that the property should go to the chil- 
dren. Upon these facts it is to be obt^erved, that there 
was no gift to the children, except in tl^e authority and 
power given to John Browti to pay to such of them as 
he should think proper; and, although the property 
was intended to vest in John Bromi^ it never did so in 
fact ; and that the decision was founded upon this, that 
there was sufficient indication of an intention in favour 
of the children, as a class, to justify the Court in giving 
it to them ; and that, although the word ^* or " is used 
in the will, both sets of children were held to be entitled. 

The 
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The case was reheard before Lord Alvanlofy and the 
authority of The Duke ofMarlhorough v. Lord Goddphiu 
pressed upon the Court, and it was argued that when a 
^ift is through a power, and the power is not exercised 
by the donee, the Court cannot execute it Lord 
JlvahUy^ in giving judgment, and adhering to his former 
judgment, answered this argument by denying that he 
had proposed to execute the power, but said that the 
question was, whether an intention appeared that the 
children were the objects to whom the testator meant to 
give the interest, with a power only in John Broom to 
select or apportion. Lord Eldon affirmed this decree, 
saying that, upon the probable intention, his inclinajtion 
to the opinion of Lord Alvanley was too strong to permit 
him, upon any doubt he entertained upon that obscure 
will, to say that there was not intention enough to justify 
the declaration which had been made ; resting, therefore, 
the*decisioh upon the question of intention, and finding 
sufficient proof of the intention to give to a class, in an 
authority and power, confided to another, of selecticm 
and distribution amongst such class. 



In this case, the intention is not to be found only 
in the power given to select and distribute; for the 
testator has directed his trustees to hold the property 
until the contingency has happened, and, as to the 
land, that it shall not be alienated in the meantime, 
and has himself declared, that, in the events which 
have happened, the property should be disposed of as 
after-mentioned. This is imperative, imd is conclusive 
as to the intention that the subsequent gift should take 
e£Pect ; but the only disposition after-mentioned is the 
provision for the nephews and nieces, and their children^ 
subject to the selection and distribution of the survivor 
of his son and daughter. 



Much 
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Much argument was urged at the bar upon the 
ground that the donee of the power had no estate in 
the property under the will beyond a life interest In 
my view of the case, this is quite immaterial. It is not,, 
certainly, one of those cases in which property is given, 
with expressions added, as to the disposal of it, which are 
held to fix a trust upon the gift ; but the whole is givm 
to trustees, and the question is, whether there be found 
in the will a sufficient declaration of who, in the events 
which have happened, are to be the cestuis que trusty 
and if that be sufficiently expressed, it is immaterial^ 
whether the donee of the power be also a trustee, or 
whether the trust be vested in others. 
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In JKrch V. Wade (a) the property was given in trusty 
and the donee of the power was only tenant for life. 

In this case, upon tl^e authority of Brown v« HiggSf t 
I think myself justified in giving effect to the intention,/ 
^hich appears to me to be sufficiently apparent upon the i 
wiU, of giving the property to the nephews and niece%) 
and their children, subject to the selection and distribu* 
tioii of the survivor of the son and daughter ; and that 
they all constitute the class to take all the property as 
to which no such jselection and distribution has been 
made. | 

(a) 5 Vet.^Bea. 198. 
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AprU 29. FURZE and Others v. SHAR WOOD and Others. 

f^ t^of * *de8 T^^^'S cause coming on for hearing, and being opened, 

appears upon "^ an objection for want of parties, grounded upon 

of1;he daywiU ^^® Statement of a document in the bill, was taken on 

be allowed to behalf of one of the Defendants, and was allowed by the 

at the hearing. Lord Chancellor. No notice of this objection had been 

although he given by the answer ; but, upon its being allowed, the 
nas not taKcn 

the objection Defendant's counsel applied for the costs of the day. 
by his answer. 

The Plaintiffs' counsel opposed this application, upon 
the ground that the objection had not been taken by the 
answer ; and it was said that the Lord Chancellor had 
always refused the costs of the day, when the Def^dant 
had not taken the objection by his answer. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that that rule a[^lied 
to the case in which the objection depended on a fact 
within the Defendant's knowledge, which he did not 
bring forward by the answer ; but was inapplicable to a 
case like the present, where the defect of parties ap- 
peared by a statement in the bill : and his Lordship, 
therefore, ordered the Plaintiffs to pay the costs of the 
day. 

Mr. Spencef Mr. JVtgramy Mr. Bethell^ and Mr. 71?^^, 
were counsel in the cause. 
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STURGIS V. CHAMPNEYS. ^^;^; 

nnHE PlaintifFin this causewasthe provisional assignee The assignee 

-*- of the estate of an insolvent debtor, whose wife of an insol- 
vent debtor, 
•was entitled, for her life, to large landed property, of whose wife 

'which the legal estate was outstanding in mortgagees. fo^iffe^olreal 

property, be- 

The Defendants were the insolvent debtor and his Jj^^g j^^ 

wife and their receiver of the estates, and the assignees equity to en- 
, , . . ° force his title 

under a subsequent insolvency. to the rents 

during the 
joint lives of 
The circumstance of the legal estate being outstand- the husband 
. , . , . r ^u • X and wife, in 

mg havmg made it necessary for the assignee to come consequence 

into this Court to make his title /subject to the incum- ^^^^ Jf?** 

^ ^ •' estate being 

brances) effectual, the question which came before the vested in 

Lord Chancellor, upon the wife's appeal from a decree Hefd ^i^d 

of the Vice-Chancellor, was, whether the assignee was to make a pro 
,1 1 . • ^ , .n /• 1 vision for the 

not bound to make a provision lor the wife out of the ^jfe^ 

rents and profits. 

The facts of the case, and the arguments urged upon 
the appeal, sufficiently appear from the Lord Chan- 
cellor's judgment. 
. 

Mr. Stuart^ Mr, Hodgson^ and Mr. Parry^ supported 
the appeal. 

Mr. Wakefield, Mr. Wigram, and Mr. Reyiiolds^ for 
the Plaintiff, and Mr. Jacobj Mr. Richards, and Mr. 
Ckandless, for the assignees under the second insolvency, 
supported the decree. 

Vol. V. H Mr. 
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Mr. Rogers appeared for a purchaser under the second 
insolvency. 

It was contended by the counsel for the assignees 
under the second insolvency, that the wife's life interest 
in the estates could not be considered as an equitable 
interest, merely on the ground that the legal estate might 
be outstanding; and that the Court had never made a 
provision for a wife out of such an interest as the hus- 
band in the present case had, and that it was not es- 
tablished that the wife's equity to a provision extended 
to the rents of real estate. 



-^ror.7. The Lord Chancellor. 

The title to the property in question, stated by the 
bill to be of the value of 10,000/. per annum or there^ 
abouts, is under the will of Sir Roger Mostyn^ by 
which, after giving certain annuities to his unmarried 
daughters, which were to cease upon their marriage 
he devised all his real estate to trustees, for a term of 
500 years, upon trust by and out of the rents and 
profits, or by sale, to pay so much of his debts, funeral 
expenses, legacies, and annuities, as his personal estate 
not specifically bequeathed should be defective to pay ; 
and, subject to that term, he devised his estate to his 
son for life, remainder to his sons in tail, remainder to 
the same trustees for a term of 1000 years, upon trust, 
after any of his daughters should come *into possession 
upon feilure of issue of his son, by sale or mortgage, to 
levy, raise, and pay to each of his other daughters then 
living 10,000/., and, subject to the trusts of such term, 
to the use of his eldest daughter and her issue, with 
remainder to the use of his second daughter. Lady 
ChampnySj for life, with remainder to her first and 
other sons in tail male^ with remainders over. 

The 
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The bill then states the death of the son^ without 1839. 
issue, in 1831, i^nd the previous death, without issue, of ^^^^-^ 
the eldest daughter, and that Lady Champneys^ there- v. 

fore, upon the death of the son, became entitled as tenant 
for life. It then states that two of the daughters of 
the testator remainmg unmarried were entitled to their 
annuities under the 500 years' term, but that all arrears 
had been paid, and that a sum of 41,0002. had, undei; a 
decree of this Court, been raised to satisfy the trusts of 
the 1000 years' term, and that all the estates, except 
part included in a former mortgage for 7000/., had been 
mortgaged to the parties who advanced the 41,000/., 
and that the legal estate in all the property was vested 
either in the mortgagees of the 41,000/. or of the 70002. (a] 
Having before stated that Sir Thcma& Champneys in " 
1827 had taken the benefit of the Insolvent Debtori^ 
Act, and had executed the usual conveyances of his 
property, and that the Plaintiff had been appointed 
assignee, and that Sir T. Champneys had again taken 
the benefit of the act in 1834, the bill alleged, that 
owing to the legal estate being vested in or held in 
trust for the several mortgagees, the Plaintiff was un- 
able to take or obtain possession of the lands, or to 
enter into receipt of the rents and profits by means of 
any legal process, and it prayed a declaration of the 
title of the Plaintiff, as such assignee, to the life estate 
of Lady Champneys during the coverture, subject to the 
prior incumbrances, and for the consequential relief. (£) 

The 

(a) The bill contained aliegap curate; and, perhaps, it is not 
dons that the legal estate, in fee material to the present case, 
simple, and not for the terms (3) Viz. an account and pay- 
only, had become vested in the ment of the rents ; the appoint- 
mortgagees; but the reporters ment of a receiver by the court ; 
have not been able to ascertain and, if necessary, a sale of the 
whether this statement was ao- Plaintiff's interest. 

H2 
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stated, that she had, to enable her husband to pay his 

©7 *" debts, given up the settlement upon the marriage, and 

Chahpmeys. YioA derived no maintenance from her husband since 

1824, and claimed a setdement and maintenance out of 

the rents and profits of her own estate. 

The cause was heard, before the Vice-Chancellor, on 
the 22d of Jtdy last, when his Honor, by his decree, 
declared that the Plaintiff, as such assignee, was entitled 
to the estates and the rents and profits thereof, from the 
death of the testator's son, during the coverture of Lady 
ChampneySy subject to the prior charges and incum- 
brances, and that Lady Champneys was not entitled to 
- any settlement or allowance for her maintenance and 
support out of the rents and profits thereof; and he 
dismissed the bill, as against her, with costs, and he re- 
ferred it to the Master to take an account of the rents 
and profits received by Sir Thomas Champneys since 
the date of his last discharge by the Insolvent Debtors* 
Court. 

The eflfect of this decree is to give, by the -inter- 
position of this Court, to the assignee of an insolvent 
husband, the whole of the income of the life estate of the 
wife, leaving her entirely destitute, {a) 

jk I have not had the advantage of seeing any note of 

the judgment of the Vice-Chancellor, and have there- 
fore no other knowledge of the grounds upon which it 
was founded, than what I was able to collect from the 

argument 

(a) The cause was now brought varied so far as respected herself, 

before the Lord Chancellor by and that she might be declared 

an appeal petition presented by entitled to a provision out of the 

^ Lady Champnei/s, praying that income of the estates. 

the decree might be reversed or 
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argument of the counsel who appeared before me in 1839* 
support of it ; and, as I understood that argument, it ^^^^^^ 
was contended that this Court will not secure a pro- v. 

vision for a wife, unless the property be such as to be C^^^nbys. 
a proper subject of equity ; and that, in this case, the 
devise to Lady Champneys is of a legal estate for life, 
and that it is by the accident only of the prior in- 
cumbrance being still subsisting, that the Plaintiff is 
compelled to come into this Court. Undoubtedly, for 
many purposes, this Court, acting upon the principle of 
following the law, deals with property coming under 
its cognizance from the legal estate being outstanding, 
according to the rights which would exist at law ; but 
that is far from being universally true. Cholmondeley v. 
Clinton (a), and the authorities upon which that decision 
was founded, are instances to the contrary. There are 
many cases in which this Court will not interfere with a 
right which the possession of a legal title gives, although 
the effect be directly opposed to its own principles as 
administered between parties having equitable interests 
only, such as in cases of subsequent incumbrancers 
without notice gaining a preference over a prior in- 
cumbrancer by procuring the legal estate. It may be to 
be regretted, that the rights of property should thus 
depend upon accident, and be decided upon, not ac- 
cording to any merits, but upon grounds purely tech- 
nical. This, however, has arisen from the jurisdiction 
of law and equity being separate, and from the rules ^^ 

of equity, (better adapted than the simplicity of the 
common law to the complicated transactions of the 
present state of society,) though applied to subjects 
without its own exclusive jurisdiction, not having, in 
many cases, been extended to control matters properly 
subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of common law. 

Hence 

(a) 3 Mer. 171., ^J.^W. I. 
H 3 
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1839. Hence arises the extensive and beneficial rule of this 

S^^^^"^^ Court, that he who asks for equity must do equity, that 

V. 18, this Court refuses its aid to give to the PlaintiflPwhat 



ChampnkySi 



the law would give, him, if the courts of common law 
had jurisdiction to enforce it, without imposing upon 
him conditions which the Court considers he ought to 
comply with, although the subject of the condition 
should be one which this Court would not otherwise 
enforce. If, therefore, this Court refuses to assist a 
husband who has abandoned his wife, or the assignee 
of an insolvent husband who claims against both, in 
recovering property of the wife, without securing out of 
it for her a proper maintenance and support, it not only 
does not violate any principle, but acts in strict con- 
formity with a rule by which it regulates its proceedings 
in other cases. 

It was argued, that it having been held in Lady 
Elibank v. Montolieu (a), that the wife may come into 
this Court to assert her title to a settlement, the claim 
could no longer be put upon the ground of compelling 
the husband or his assignee seeking equity to do equity. 
In this case, the assignee is Plaintiff, and it is not there* 
fore necessary to go beyond the facts now before me. 
If that case be applicable to the present, it would only 
prove that Lady Champneys might herself have come 
into this Court as Plaintiff, to claim that which she now 
asks to have imposed as a condition of the decree 
sought by her husband's assignee. The existence of 
this higher equity could not deprive her of what she 
so asks. 

I am disposed to take this view of the case, because, 
if the authorities support Lady Champney^s equity as 

a condition 
(«0 5 Vei. 757. 
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ft ccmditioii which this Court imposes as the price of 1839. 

the assistance which the assignee asks of the Courts the gT^^'^^^ 

nature of the estate of the wife in the subject-matter in v. 

contest does not seem to be important. €hampnbys. 

Upon a careful examination of the authorities, I do 
not find the time at which the Court did not exercise 
this jurisdiction in favour of the wife. In Boml v. 
Brander{a), in which the wife was mortgagee in fee, 
and the decision was against her, she being plaintiff, the 
Master of the Rolls, recognising the rule, says that *< it 
might have been a matter of different consideration if 
the assignee had been Plaintiff in equity, and desired the 
aid thereof to strip the unfortunate widow of all that 
she had in the world, towards the doing of which 
equity would hardly have lent any assistance.** 

Many cases followed^ in which the principle was re- 
cognised ; and in Burdon v. Dean (d), the assignees of a 
bankrupt husband filed a bill, praying that they might 
be declared entitled, during the joint lives of the bank- 
rupt and his wife, to the income of certain fi*eehold, 
leasehold, and personal estates, to which the wife was 
entitled for life; upon which the Master of the Rolls 
said, ^^ I have no objection, to what they can get at law, 
but if they come into this Court, I will not extend 
the arm of the Court to give them any other part of 
her property, without a consideration for it. Therefore 
let it be referred to the Master, that they may lay pro- 
posals before him.*' It was said that the order in this 
case was by consent That I think immaterial, as it 
does not affect the observation of the Master of the 
RoUs, for which alone the case is of any value. 



In 



(a) 1 P. Wm. 456. (6) 8 Fm. jun. 607. 

H4 
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1839. In OsweU v. Probert {a)y the husband having become 

^^"^^^""^^ bankrupt. Lord Bosslyn said, " Where persons claiming 
V, in right of the husband are obliged to come into an equit- 

Champneys. ^y^ jurisdiction, to obtain the benefit of any part of 
the property, the destination of which is for the enjoy- 
ment of the husband and wife, the Court wUl not apply 
it to the use ofthe husband, leaving the wife to starve." 
" Whatever the husband takes in right of his wife, is, in 
itself, a provision for the maintenance of both;" and in 
Ball v. Montgomery (&), the equity of the wife was put 
upon the same ground. In' Brown v. Clark (c), Lord 
Alvanley said, the assignees of the husband ^* must make 
a provision for the wife before they can call it out of this 
Court" In Freeman v. Parsley (d), Lord Bosslyn di- 
rected a provision for a wife against the assignees of 
her husband, upon the same principle. In Mitford v, 
Mitford {e)j Sir W. Grant said, " It is upon the ground 
that the assignees want its assistance to reduce the 
property into possession, that this Court impose^ 
upon them the condition on which alone it would 
have assisted the husband to obtain possession." In 
Wright v. Morley (g). Sir W. Grant said, " In Pryor v* 
Hill (h) it was contended that the equity of the wife 
did not extend^ to the case of a life interest, upon the 
principle that the husband becomes absolute purchaser 
of that upon the marriage, in consequence of the ob- 
ligation to maintain his wife thereby contracted. That 
argument, however, did not prevail." " The life interest 
passes to the assignees, subject to the ordinary equity 
for a settlement." In Elliott v. Cordell{i)j Sir J.Leachf 
though he thought that the title of a particular as- 
signee 

(a) 2 Ves.jun. 680.; see p. 682. (e) 9 Ves, 87. ; see p. 101. 

{h) 4 Bro, C. C, 358. {g) 11 Vet.ym. 12.; seep. 21'. 

(c) 5 Ves, jun. 166. 5 see p. {h) A Bro. C, C. 139. 
168. (t) 5 Mad. 149. 

{d) 3 F(p<. jun, 421.; see p. 424. 
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signee of the property of the wife then in dispute 1839. 

was good against her claim to maintenance out of it, 

yet said, that if the husband had been bankrupt, the 

Court would have fastened upon his assignee the ob- CHAMPNBts. 

ligation of maintaining the wife out of any property of 

hers; which must be understood to assume the case 

of the assignee's applying for the assistance of this 

Court to obtain such property. 

From these authorities, and many others which re- 
cognise the same principle, it appears that the equity 
which this Court administers in securing a provision 
and maintenance for the wife is founded upon tlie . 
well-known rule of compelling a party who seeks equity 
to do equity ; and it is not possible to conceive a case 
more strongly calling for the application of that rule. 
The common law gives to the husband the enjoyment 
of the life estate of the wife, upon the ground that he 
is liable to maintain her, and makes no provision for the 
event of his failing or becoming unable to perform that 
duty. If the life estate be attainable by the husband 
or his assignee at law, the severity of this law must 
prevail ; but if it cannot be reached otherwise than by 
the interposition of this Coui^t, equity, though it fol- 
lows the law, and therefore gives to the husband or 
his assignee the life estate of the wife, yet it withholds 
its assistance for that purpose, until it has secured to 
the wife the means of subsistence : it refuses to hand 
over to the assignee of the husband, to the exclusion 
of the wife, the income of the property which the law 
intended for the maintenance of both. Upon the same 
principle, the ordinary interposition of this Court, in 
compelling a settlement of the property of married 
women, was originally founded, although the wife is 
permitted actively to assert her equity as a Plaintiff; 
and if siicb be the principle, what difference can it 

make, 
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make, where the aasignees of the husband are applying 
to this Conrt for its assistance to obtain the property^ 
V. that the estate of the wife is not a trust, but that the 

• recovery at law is prevented only by the existence of a 
prior legal trust estate. It happens, however, that in 
Ogwell V. Proberty before referred to, the estate of Ae 
wife was the same as in this case. The testator had 
devised his estate to trustees in fee, upon trust to pay 
certain annuities and legacies, and the trustees were 
directed to stand seised to the use of his daughter, the 
wife of the bankrupt, for her life. The estate had, in- 
deed, been sold to pay the prior charges, but it being 
evident that .the trust was subsisting, and the legal 
estate in the trustee, the Court said, that the assignees 
were in the place of the husband not maintaining the 
wife, and declared that a provision was to be made for 
her. 

Such being the principle of this Court, and such the 
authorities in iavour of the wife, no case has been re- 
ferred to in support of the decree. 

It may be thought that the cases of WaUer v. Saunr 
ders (a) and Tudor v. Sanyne (b) are opposed to this rule. 
It is, however, to be observed, that in the former thete 
had been a di^ree before the assignment of the husband ; 
and that decree may have been for the payment to him. 
That part of the latter case which applies to the present 
is not easily explained, as it appears that although that 
case was so early as 1692, the rule of not assisting the 
husband to property of the wife, without making provi- 
sion for the wife^ was well known. It was, however, pro- 
bably, founded upon the decision of Sir Edward Turner^ s 

(a) 1 JSq. Ca. Ah. 58. ment of this case from R^. Lib. 

(t)'stVern.^10. Seeastate- in 4 If^ 4* Cro^, 589. note; 
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Case (a), at which Lord Nottingham^ in Pitt v. Hunt {b) 1839. 
expressed great surprise, in which Lord Hardwicke^ in ^^^^'"^^ 
Jewson V. Moidson {c) seems to have joined, and in which v. 

case he says that the rule that the husband cannot come Champnbys. 
into this Court for the fortune of his wife, without making 
a provision for her in the first place, is, in equity, 
grounded upon natural justice. 

I have carefully examined the decisions upon this 
subject, and given them my best consideration, as I al- 
ways think it right to do when I differ from the Judge 
whose decision I am called upon to review, not only 
from the respect justly due to such decision, but to 
afford to the parties, or rather to their advisers, the means 
of weighing the value of the judgment I feel called 
upon to pronounce; but I think it right to guard against 
the supposition which might be entertained, from my 
having so done, of my thinking this a case of difficulty 
or doubt. I did not feel any such difficulty or doubt at 
the time of the argument, and none has been suggested 
by the subsequent consideration I have given to the 
case. 

I must reverse the decree of the Vice-Chancellor, and 
refer it to the Master to approve of a provision for the 
maintenance and support of Lady Champneys out of the 
income of the estate. 

(a) 1 Vem. 7. (c) 2 Atk. 417. 

{b) 1 VenulS. 
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^^Ma^'2^' CLAPTON V. BULMER. 

A testator ri^HE facts of this case are reported in the tenth 

directed that I ^ 

upon the -"• volume of Mr. Simons* Reports, [a) 

death, without 

leaving issue, 

ofhisdaugh- The Defendant Percival White now appealed from 

hls'sole^next ^^ Vice-Chancellor*s decree on further directions, 
of kin, a cer- 

should be as- Mr. Wigram^ Mr. Piggott^ and Mr. Humphry, in sup- 
signed to the pQ^^ Qf ^he appeal, 
nearest of km ^ '^'^ 
of bis own 

^^'"SrupoT M^- "^^^^^^ ^^- -B^'^*«^*> and Mr. ^^^, for the De- 

the construe- fendant, Bulmer, in support of the decree, 
tion of the 
will, that these 

tTdlscribe"' ^^ addition to the cases cited before the Vice-Chan- 

some person cellor, the following authorities were referred to by the 

be ascertained appellant's, counsel : Harland v. Trigg (6), Doe v. Join- 

atthedaugh- >ville(c)j Doe v. Fleming (d\ in all of which the word 

ter's death, and ^ ., „ j ^ ,^7 ,x . ,., 

not the person " lamily was used, Bjayner s . Mffmray \e\ m which 

sL^ulTb^ehu'' ^^^ ^^^^ "related" was employed, and Hollcmay v. 

own next of Hollmmy (g), Bird v. Wood{h), Long v. Blackall. (f) 

kin at the time 

of his own ____^^_^_^___^_^ 

death. — — — ^— — — 



Mai/ 2, The Lord Chancellor. 

I was desirous, before I disposed of this case, of hav- 
ing an opportunity of examining the authorities on the 
subject, before I came to the result which appeared to 

me 

(«) Page 426. et seq. (e) 3 Bro. C. C, 234. 

{b) 1 Bro. C, a 142. (g) 5 Veg. 399. 

(c)"3 Etut, 172. ih) 2 Sim, ^ Stu. 400. 

\d)2 C. M. 4* i?. ^^^' (0 3 Vet. 486. 



BULMER. 
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me to be the undoubted intention of the party. So 1840. 

many technical distinctions have been made, that I ^^^^^ 
•' , Clapton 

wished much to see how far they prohibited me from «. 

giving effect to what I had not the least doubt was the 
intention of the party. 

The testator, having one child, a daughter, gives certain 
legacies, and gives the residue to trustees, to apply the 
income, after certain annual payments, to the separate use 
of the daughter, which is guarded against being affected 
by any future coverture, and after her death it was to go 
to the children of the daughter. Then comes this pro- 
viso : <^ Provided always, and I do declare my will and 
mind to be that, in case my said daughter shall happen 
to die without leaving any issue, then I will and direct 
that my said trustees, or the survivors or survivor of 
them, or the executors or administrators of such survivor, 
do and shall, upon her decease without issue as aforesaid, 
raise and pay the sum of 3000/. to such person or per- 
sons as she, my said daughter, shall, in and by her last 
will and testament in writing, or any writing purporting 
to be her last will and testament, or any codicil thereto, 
nominate, give, direct, or appoint ; and in case my said 
wife shall happen to survive my said daughter, and my 
said daughter shall die without issue as aforesaid, then I 
will and direct that my said trustees, or the survivors or 
survivor of them, and the executors or administrators of 
such survivor, do and shall also, upon the decease of my 
said daughter, and such failure of issue as aforesaid, 
raise and pay out of the said trust monies the further 
sum of 2000/. unto my said dear wife, to and for her 
own use and benefit ; and I will and direct that my said 
trustees, or the survivors or survivor of them, or the 
executors or administrators of such survivor, do and 
shall assign and transfer the residue of such trust monies 

and 
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1 840. aYid of my personal estate unto the nearest qfkinqfny 
awn family for ever." 

The contest is between those who claim through the 
daughter, who was the testator's sole next of kin at his 
death, and the person who was next of kin of the tes- 
tator at the death of the daughter, and is also the next 
of kin of the daughter. Those two characters being 
united in the same person, the only question is, whether 
the testator intended that his daughter, who was his 
sole next of kin at his own death, and to whom he had 
given a life interest and a power of disposition by will 
to the extent of SOOO/., should take by the description 
of the person to whom the residue, after deducting the 
3000/., is to be assigned. 

Now, I should have had no doubt that the testator 
could not possibly intend his own daughter. 

Many circumstances concur in the present case. 
The tenant for life is the sole next of kin of the tes« 
tator ; — is the person who is to appoint a portion of 
the residue, viz. 3000/. ; and, referring to the period of 
the death of that tenant for life, the testator directs 
that, upon her decease without issue, his trustees shall 
'^assign and transfer" the residue of his personal estate. 
Independently, however, of all these circumstances, there 
is a very strong description of the person who is to take 
— it being borne in mind that at his death she was his 
only child — the person to take is the nearest of kin of 
his own family for ever. 

It appears to me that only two constructions can be 
put upon this description. It clearly implies a doubt as 
to who would be the party to take. 

By 
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By the words <<my own family,'' the testator may 1840. 
have meant to describe his daughter, or may faJlEive meant 
to describe his own immediate stock. In the one case, 
the gift would be to his own next of kin at his daughter's 
death, and, in the other case, it would be to the daughter's 
next of kin at the same period. 

It is quite immaterial to decide between those two 
classes, because they are, in fact, the same individual, and 
the only question, therefore, is, whether the persons in- 
tended by the testator are not persons to be ascertained 
at a fiiture period. 

I have looked through all the cases referred to; but 
there is no case in which such strong demonstration is 
to be found, that the person who is to take is a person 
to be ascertained at a future period* 

The result is, the appeal must be dismissed with costs. 



CONDUIT V. SOANE. (a) yap.28. 

In re JOSEPH GANDY, a supposed Lunatic. 

^T^HIS was a petition of the wife and children of An annuity of 
"■" Josepk Gandi/y and it prayed that a half year's pay- J^ pafd to 
ment then due, and the future payments of an annuity the wife and 
of 1002L, standing to the separate account of the lunatic posed lunadc, 
in the above-mentioned cause, might be paid, by the without refer- 
Accountant^General, to the wife ahd son of the lunatic. Master. 

and 

(a) The reporters are indebted to Mr. Cameron for the note of 
thbi 
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1839. 



Conduit 

V. 
SOANE. 

In re 
Gandy. 



and the survivor of them, to be applied in the care and 
maintenance of the lunatic. 

No commission had issued. It appeared that the 
lunatic was in his seventieth year, and that, with the ex- 
ception of an annual allowance of 70/. made to hb family 
by the Royal Academy of Fine Arts, the annuity was 
his only property. 



Mr. Cameron^ for the petitioners. 



The Lord Chancellor ordered, without a reference 
to the Master, that the payment then due and the future 
payments should be paid to the wife and son of the 
supposed lunatic, they undertaking to apply them for 
his benefit ; but his Lordship refused to direct that the 
son should receive the annuity in the event of the wife 
dying before her husband, {a) 

(a) See Eyre v. Wake, 4 Vet. 795.; Ex parte Pickard, 3 Fes. ^ 
B. 187. ; Ex parte Farrow, 1 Ruts. ^ Mi/lne, 112. 
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1840. 



CASBORNE V. BARSHAM and Others. jan. 23. 

March 21. 
^T^HE bill in this cause impeached a deed which it Issue ordered 
alleged to have been fraudulently obtained by a proconfesso 

solicitor from his client, and it prayed, amonffst other «gajnst « pa^ty 

^ 'f ^ o ^ho was to 

things, that the deed might be delivered up to be can- be Plaintiff in 
celled, or that it might stand as a security only for jJh^^ had'n^e^^ 

what, if any thing, was really due from the client to his glected to pro- 

1. V ceed to trial 

solictor. ofitatthe 

time ap- 

Upon the hearing of the cause, before the Master of order by 

the Rolls, on the 12th of Februatij 1838, his Lordship which the 

^ ^ jssue had been 
made an order directing the trial of an issue whether directed. 

the deed was obtained by fraud or undue influence ; and 
in such issue the Plaintiff in this cause was to be Plain- 
tiflF at law. A trial having taken place, another order 
was afterwards made, dated the 26th of Ju7ie 1839, by 
which it was directed that the parties should proceed to 
a new trial at law, at the next Spring assizes to be 
holden for the county of SttffbUcj of the issue directed by 
the order made in the cause on the 12th of February 
1838, viz. whether the deed was obtained by fraud or 
undue influence. Further directions and costs were re- 
served until after the new trial of the issilfe; with liberty to 
apply. It appeared (before the Lord Chancellor) that the 
intention of the Master of the Rolls had been that the new 
trial should take place at the ensuing Summer assizes, and 
that the reason why his Lordship's order, as finally drawn 
up, appointed the next Spring assizes as the time for the 
new trial, was, that the Plaintiff's solicitor had, on the 
1 5th otJuly^ applied for the postponement, in consequence 
of his having another cause to try elsewhere at the Sum- 
mer assizes. The Defendants, however, not being satis- 
VoL. ¥• I fied 
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1840. fied with this postponement of the new trial, applied to 

^f^^^^"^ the Lord Chancellor to vary the Master of the Rolls* 
Casborne "^ 

V. order, by directing that the trial should take place at 

iSARSHAK . ^jj^ ensuing Summer assizes ; and by an order of the 
Lord Chancellor on the 20th of Jtdi/ 1889, it was or- 
dered that the order of the Master of the Rolls of tbe 
26th of June should be. varied, so far as it directed the 
new trial to be had at the next Spring assizes for the 
county of SuffM; and it was ordered that the parties 
should proceed to such new trial at the then next as^- 
sizes for the county of Suffolk. 

The issue was not tried at the Summer assizes of the 
year 1839, for Suffolk; and in Michaelmas term, the 
Defendants gave notice of a motion, before the Master 
of the RoUs, that the issue might be taken pro confesso 
against the Plainti£^ and that the issue might be taken 
as tried, and a verdict had for the Defendants, and that 
the cause might be set down to be heard on further 
directions and costs, reserved by the order of the 26th 
of June* 

Upon this motion being made, the Master of the 
Rolls, on the 4th of December 1839, ordered that the 
Plaintiff should proceed to the trial of the issue at the 
next Spring assizes for StfffoUc^ or in default thereoi^ 
that the issue should be taken pro confesso against him, 
and that he should pay to the Defendants the costs of 
the application. 

From this order the Defendants now appealed, and 
moved, before the Lord Chancellor, that it might be dis- 
charged, except so far as it related to costs, and that the 
issue might be taken pro confesso against the Plaintiff. 

It appeared, by the affidavit of Mr. Thomas Henry 
Dixonj the Defendants' London agent, sworn and filed 

on 
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on the l9tho{ November, that on the 24th ofM/lSSQ^ 1840. 
being the last day for giving notice of trial for the 
Sitffhlk Summer assizes, he applied to the Plaintiff's 
Lemdon agent to know whether he intended to give such 
notice, and that the answer given by the Plamtiff*s 
agent to that application was, that as he had not re* 
ceived any instructions to deliver the notice of trial, he 
should not give it ; but that on the following day (the 
25th) the Plaintiff's agent wrote to the deponent in the 
following terms : — "I have just heard from the Plain- 
tiff, and he says the question must rest where it is, from 
the known unfavourable impression of the Judge who 
will preside on the civil side at the assizes to be held at 
Ipsfmich on the Sd of next month." 

The deponent then stated a further correspondence 
between himself and the Plaintiff's London agent, from 
which it appeared that the deponent, on receiving the 
letter of the 25th of iJtdy^ at once wrote to the 
Plaintiff's agent, saying that he concluded, from his 
letter, that he intended to abandon the issue, and that 
the Plaintiff's agent then wrote to him a note, in which 
he enclosed a copy of the Plaintiff's letter to his soli- 
citor in the country of the 24th, being the letter referred 
to ill his agent's letter of the 25th, before mentioned, 
but, at the same time, stated that the Plaintiff was quite 
ready to try the issue at the Spring assizes of the next 
year; and that the deponent then wrote to the Plaintiff's 
agent, on the 27th of July, saying that he understood,* 
from the Plaintiff's letter, that he intended to give up 
proceeding any further with the issue ; but begging that 
if that was not really the Plaintiff's intention, the Plain- 
tiff might be informed that he, the deponent, on behalf 
of all the Defendants, decidedly objected to any post- 
ponement, and should oppose any attempt to proceed 
with the issue after the approaching assizes at Ipsmch^ * 

I 2 where 
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1840. where he, the deponent, was ready to proceed, and re- 

^^"V^^ quired the Plaintiff to proceed to trial now, if at all ; 

V. and that if he did not do so, he (the deponent) should 

Barsham. consider that the Plaintiff had abandoned the issue. 

The letter then proceeded to request the Plaintiff's 

agent to write to the Plaintiff, that he might re-consider 

the subject, and avail himself of the opportunity to try 

the issue at the ensuing assizes, of which the writer 

stated he should expect to receive notice, not later than 

Tuesday morning then next, if the Plaintiff should alter 

his present determination. 

The aflSdavit then stated that on the 2d of Naoember 
the deponent received from the Plaintiff's agent a notice 
of trial for the next Spring assizes, which the deponent 
returned, with a note, saying that as the Lord Chancellor 
had varied the Master of the Rolls' order, by directing 
that the issue should be tried at the last assizes, there 
was now no order under which the trial of the issue 
could take place ; and that, in reply to this note, the 
Plaintiff's agent wrote to him, saying that he should 
consider the notice as having been given, and should 
proceed to trial at the next assizes. 

In answer to this affidavit, the Plaintiff's solicitor in 
the country, Mr. Wing^ made an affidavit, explaining the 
reason why the action which he was to have tried else-* 
where during the Summer assizes had, in fact, gone off; 
and the clerk of Mr. Dawson^ the Plaintiff's London 
agent, made an affidavit, stating that the Lord Chan- 
cellor's order of the 20th of July was not passed and 
entered until the 14th oi August. 

It was upon these three affidavits that the order of 
the Master of the Rolls of the 4th of December was 
made, and that the appeal motion was now made. 

Mr 
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Mr. Cooper and Mr. Elderton^ in support of the appeal 
motion. 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Bacorij contra. 

It was strongly contended that, by the practice of this 
Court and of the Court of Exchequer in Equity, the 
party who was to be Plaintiff in an issue was entitled to 
postpone the trial for one assizes, without the liability of 
having the issue taken ^ro confesso against him. 
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* The Lord Chancellou (after stating the proceeding, 
anterior to the order of June 1 839, proceeded as follows :) 

In June 1839 the Master of the Rolls directed a new 
trial of the issue, to take place at the then approaching 
Summer assizes ; but, having been applied to to post- 
pone the trial to the following Spring assizes, he ordered 
such postponement accordingly. On the 20th of Juty^ 
an application was made to me to vary that order ; and 
as I saw no reason why the trial should not take place 
at the then Summer assizes, I did vary the last men- 
tioned order, by directing that the trial should take place 
at the then Summer assizes, viz. last Summer. 



March SI. 



Those are the dates bringing down the transaction to 
the date of my order of the 20th of July. 

A motion was afterwards made that the issue might 
be taken pro confesso against the party who was to 
be Plaintiff at law. Certain reasons are assigned for 
not having gone to trial, and are contained in three 
affidavits filed in November. The first affidavit is that 
of Thomas Henry Dixon. I am now confining myself to 
the affidavits made after July ; for if the party has not 
stated reasonable ground for not going to trial, the con- 

I 3 sequences 
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1840* ^iequences will be the same as if he had gone to trial and 

^^^^^^"^ failed. He states that he prepared for ffoing to trial 
Casbohne n o ° 

V. accordingly, and that on the 24th of Jtdy^» that is, four 

Barsham. j^yg gf^gj. J |j^ varied the Master of the Rolls* order 

— [His Lordship read the aflBdavit]. 

From this affidavit it appears that nothing further 
was received from the solicitor of the Plaintiff; and the 
ne^ transaction was on the 2d of Naoember. It is quite 
impossible not to see, from that affidavit, that the Plain- 
tiff makes up his mind to take no further proceedings ; 

— to make no further move. 

Against this, two affidavits are filed on the other sidel 
One is Mr. Win^s^ which has no reference to the case 
at all. It is only intended to shew a reason why he 
could not conveniently attend. Mr. Dixoris affidavit is 
not touched by any statement made by Mr. Wif^ ; but 
there is an affidavit of a clerk to Mr. Dawsonj the 
London agent for the Plaintiff, who says that the order 
was not passed and entered till the 14th of August. 
That affidavit appears to me quite as immaterial as the 
former. It was the business of the party who was to 
try the issue to draw up the order ; and the commission 
day was not till the 3d of August, So far from there 
not being time to prepare for the trial, the Plaintiff 
actually gives no notice of trial, but a notice that he does 
not intend to proceed to trial ; but for that he gives no 
reason whatever, except that he does not like the 
Judge before whom the trial would take place. 

The party is ordered to proceed to trial at a par-r 
ticular assizes; and it is to be recollected that it id .a 
new trial. He not only does not do so, but he conr 
tends that he has, as a matter of course, a right to go to 
trial at an ensuing assis^es ; no reason which the Court 

can 
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can possibly recogtnse being stated for his not having 
gone to trial at the assizes at which the trial was or* 
dered to take place ; and as to his choosing the Judge 
before whom the issue shall be tried, that is, of course, 
impossible. 



1840. 



Casborns 

v. 
Barspam. 



The Court being asked, in the month of June^ to give 
the party an opportunity of proving his case, gives him 
an opportunity of doing so at the then next Summer as- 
siies, and, except so far as altered by the Master of the 
Rolls' order made five days before mine, so the matter 
had stood ever since June. The assizes having passed 
without the issue being tried, the party with whom the 
trial was to take place comes to the Court, asking it to 
give effect to the order which directed the trial, by 
ordering, now, that the issue which the other party was 
to have tried, and which he has failed to try, may be 
taken pro confesso against him. No pretence whatever 
is assigned, and no apology made for not having gone 
to trial according to the order of the Court ; but the 
question of right is contended for — the right, under an 
order for trial at one time, to proceed to trial at another. 
Now, that is a very startling proposition, and it is very 
important to ascertain whether there is any authority 
for it ; for if that could be done which is contended for 
here, it would seem that a party might, in any case, dis- 
obey the order of the Court; it having been the matter — 
and the only matter — in dispute here, and at the Rolls 
before, whether the trial should take place at the time 
prescribed in my order, or at the subsequent period ; and 
all that discussion would have been useless, if the party 
had the discretion which has been contended for. I 
wished, therefore, to ascertain whether there was any 
foundation for such a proposition ; and, accordingly, Mr. 
CqlviU^ w#s to search for all cases on the subject which 
. I 4 aro 
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Barsham. 



are not in print, and I have examined all the cases 
which are in print. 

The first case, in point of date, is of the year 1701, 
Roby V. Handleyj of which Mr. ColviUe has furnished 
me with the following note, (a) " Roby v. Handley^ be- 
fore Lord Keeper Wright^ 21$t of February^ 170^ Lib. 
B. 159. At the hearing of the cause, issue directed, 
with this addition, < that if the Plaintiff failed to go ta 
trial at the then next assizes, the verdict should be 
taken against him pro cotifessoJ The Plaintiff did go to 
trial, the verdict was against him, and the bill was then 
dismissed." There, at least, no second opportunity 
was given. 



The next case is Jenemay v. Downingy 1746, in which 
an order was made for taking the issue j>ro confesso ; 
and there no second opportunity was given, (ft) Then 
comes Wilson v. Ginger, 1776, the decree having been 
in July 1775» No time was given there, (c) The next 

was 



{a) The Lord Chancellor stated 
the case tfrom MS., and read an 
order for taking the issue pro 
confesso. 

{b) This order is to be found 
in Reg. Lib. A. 1746, foL 14., 
and appears to have been made 
upon affidavit of service, by 
Barons Clarke, Hcl/ord, Sawyer, 
and Montague, 

(c) See a note of this case, 
2 Dick. 521. The following 
copy of the order was furnished 
to the Lord Chancellor by Mr. 
Colvilie. 

•* Monday the 19th day of Fe- 
bruary, in the sixteenth year of 
the reign of his Majesty King 
George the Third, 1776. Be- 



tween Susan Wilson, PlaintiflT; 
JVilliam Ginger^ Richard Ginger, 
and others, Defendants. Upon 
opening of the matter this pre- 
sent day unto the Right Honor- 
able the Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain, by Mr. Attor- 
ney-General, being of the Plain- 
tiff's counsel, it was alleged that 
thisj cause, on the 27th day of 
July last, came on to be heard> 
when It was (amongst other 
things) ordered that the parties 
should proceed to a tryal at law 
at the next Lent assizes to be 
h olden for the county of HerU 
ford,onihe following issue, devise 
avit vel non, on tho paper writ- 
ing dated the 10th day of August 
1768, 
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was in 1819, Anon, {a) There the opposite party, by 
bis application, gave the Plaintiff in the issue another 
opportunity of trial All that the opposite party asked 
was, that the Plaintiff in the issue might go to trial at 
the next assizes, or otherwise that the issue might.be 
taken pro confesso. The next case is in 1820, Bear-^ 
block V. Tyler {b)^ where.it was said to be the practice 
of the Court of Exchequer to allow the Plaintiff* in 
the issue to make default at one assizes. Sir Thomas 
Plumery than whom no man could be better acquainted 
with the practice of the Exchequer, does not seem to 
, acquiesce 



1840- 




1768, purporting to be the will 
of Clerke Wilshaw, deceased, and 
on a paper writing dated the 
29th day of August 1770, pur- 
porting to be a second codicil 
to the said will ; and the Plain« 
tiff here was to be Plaintiff at 
law, and the Defendants tVil* 
iiam Ginger and Richard Ginger 
were to be Defendants at law, 
who were forthwith to name an 
attorney, accept a declaration, 
appear and plead to issue ; and 
it was further ordered that it 
should be referred to Mr. Harris, 
one of the Masters of this Court, 
to settle the issue in case the par- 
ties should differ about the same: 
That the said Master, on the 
15th day of February instant, 
made his certificate, and thereby 
certified that he had settled 
a draught of the said issue, but 
that the Defendants William 
Ginger and Richard Ginger had 
not named an attorney, although 
duly summoned so to do, and 
therefore it was prayed that 
the Defendants William Ginger 



and Richard Ginger may forth- 
with name an attorney in 
order for the tryal of the said 
issue, and that the said issue 
may be tryed at the next as- 
sizes to be held for the county 
of Hertford, or that the said 
issue may be taken pro confesso. 
Whereupon, and upon hearing 
the said Master's certificate, 
dated the 15th day of February 
instant^ an affidavit o^ John Gib^ 
Sony and an affidavit of notice of 
this motion read. His Lordship 
doth order that the Defendants 
William Ginger and Richard 
Ginger, do, in four days after 
notice hereof, name an attorney 
according to the said order on 
hearing, and consent to the tryal 
of the said issue at the next as- 
sizes to be holden for the county 
of Hertford^ or in default thereof 
that the said issue be taken pro 
confesso against the said De- 
fendants.** 

(a) 4 Mad, 2S5. 

{b) IJ.^W.225. 



IM 
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acquiesce in that, though he recollects the case in which 
such a rule was su]:^osed to have been acted on. He 
says, <^ I remember that case, and your statement of it 
is very correct; but I do not think there is such a rule 
here : it must not be understood that when the Court 
directs the trial to be at the next assizes, that still the 
Plaintiff at law shall have such command over his issue, 
that he may try it or not as he pleases." Now, sitting 
as a Judge in the Court of Chancery, I am not bound 
by the practice of the Court of Exchequer, but if there 
were such a practice in the Exchequer, as was asserted 
in the case to which I have just referred, the suitors of 
this Court have had notice, ever since the year 18£0, 
that they must not consider such to be the practice of 
this Court. 



The next case, Sackett v. Bizsseti (a), in 1823, is not 
very material. The next is PaaoeU v. Wood (&), in 1880. 
It would appear from the report that a considerable 
interval had there elapsed before the trial had taken 
place, {c) The next case was Ovoen v. Price^ in 18S1. 
There the party, who was to be the defendant in the 
issue moved, and the circumstances were precisely the 
same as in the Anonymous case in the 4th Maddbch 
There was no adjudication of the Court on the subject 
of the practice, because the nature of the application did 
not call for it 



There is, therefore, not only no authority to support 
the proposition which has been contended for in the 
present case, but all the authorities are the other way ; 

and 



(fl) Reg. Lib. B. 1 8?2, fo. 545. 

(b) 1 Ruts. 4- Mtflne, 554. 

(<?) Mr. CoUis, one of the Re- 
gistrars, informed the Lord 
Chancellor that it appeared by 



the Registrar's Term Book that 
the order in this case was never 
drawn up; and this statement 
w^ confirmed by Mr. ColmUe. 



Barsham. 
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.and there is a. distinct authority that the practice said to 184*0. 

prevail in the Court of Exchequer is not to be consi* ^^""^^"^^ 
J . ^ . Casborne 

dered the practice here. Whether that is the practice v. 

in the Exchequer or not, the practice of the Exchequer 
is no guide for the practice of this Court; but I think 
it is due to the Court of Exchequer not to have it sup- 
posed that there is any such practice in that Court. 

Two authorities are referred to for the purpose of 
shewing what is the practice in the Court of Exchequer; 
the first is Fowler's Practice, vol. ii. p. 232., and the 
other is Willis v. Farrer. (a) Now Mr. Fowler states 
the practice thus : ^^ But as it sometimes happens that 
the plaintiff in the issue cannot proceed to a trial at 
the time directed by the Court, the adverse party may, 
upon notice, in the following term after the issue ought 
to have been tried, move that the issue may be taken pro 
confesso. For the first default, however, and where a 
reasonable ground can be laid before the Court to shew 
that the issue could not be tried, the Court will not 
suffer it to be taken pro confesso, but will rather put 
terms upon the party peremptorily to try it at the next 
sittings or assizes, or, in default thereof, that the issue 
shall be taken jaro confesso ; and in case the plaintiff in 
the issue does not proceed to trial accordingly, then the 
adverse party may set down the cause for further direc- 
tions, and to have the issue taken pro confesso.*^ No- 
body can dispute the propriety of that practice. It is 
the practice here and everywhere. If the party can 
^hew reasonable ground that the issue could not be 
tried at the time that the Court ordered it, the Court 
would not take it pro confesso. The practice stated by 
Fonder is directly contrary to what it is cited to prove, 

namely, 

d) 3 Yo. Sf Jerv. 581. 
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namely, that the party may act just as he pleases^ 
either with or without any reason. 

JViUis V. Farrer not only does not recognise any such 
practice as that contended for, but affords a strong in- 
ierence that the practice is not so ; for it was an ap- 
plication to postpone the trial of an issue; and, in 
refusing the application, two of the four Judges warned 
the party who was to be the Plaintiff in the issue of the 
danger which would result from his not proceeding to 
trial at the time appointed. 

Such being the state of the authorities, it is clear that 
no authority exists which could have misled the party 
who was to try the issue in the present case. Indeed, 
he does not say that he was misled. He does not urge 
that he had been so advised by counsel, or that there 
was any doubt upon the practice ; and there is a total 
absence of any excuse or apology on his part. 

Under these circumstances, unless I am to lay down 
the rule, now, for the first time, that a party has his 
choice whether he will try the issue at the time ap- 
pointed or not, the issue must be taken pro confesso 
against him. No reason being alleged, the necessary 
consequence is, that I must consider him as having 
abandoned the issue. 



1 think, therefore, that the order of the Master of the 
Rolls must be varied, and that the issue must be taken 
pro confesso. 
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BETWEEN J""' 21, 22. 

ELIZABETH WATSON and EMMA WATSON ^'^' *^' 
an Infant, by the said ELIZABETH WATSON 
her Mother, and next Friend - - Plaintiffs. 

AND 

SAMUEL HAYES, RICHARD CAMPBELL 
BAZETT, JAMES HERRIOT, AUGUSTUS 
REYNARD, and MARGARET his Wife 

Defendants. 

AND BETWEEN 

The same Plaintiffs. 

AND 

AUGUSTUS REYNARD, and WILLIAM 
YOUNG BAZETT - - Defendants. 

By Original and amended Bill, and Bill of Revivor and 
Supplement. 

THE will of Joseph Watson, the testator in this cause. Estates de- 
dated the 15th o( March 1820, was in the follow- «f<»'<>exe- 

' cutors, upon 

ing terms : — "I give and bequeath to Maty Dorothy trust for the 
Watson my present wife, and Richard Charles Bassett^ of Mentioned. 
Sewardstonef in Essex^ merchant, all my estates and The testator 
effects whatsoever and wheresoever, not otherwise dis- cHrect a sale 
posed of by this my last will and testament ; in trust to o^ the estates, 
and for the purposes hereinafter mentioned. First, I sionofthe 
give and bequeath to my loving wife Maty Dorothy^ all a^ong his five 

my plate, linen, china, and furniture, of what kind or children, after 

first reserving 
nature ^a sufficient 

capital, the in- 

terest arising from which, should be sufficient to pay an annuity of 400/., to his wife 

for her life ; but he did not declare any trust, at the wife's death, of the sum to be 

so reserved. Held, a resulting trust for the heir. 
Direction to executors to apply 25/. per annum for the maintenance of testator*s 

natural daughter till twenty-one or marriage, which should first happen, when his 

executors were thereby required to pay to her 500/. She died under twenty-one 

and unmarried. Held, that the l^acy failed. 
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1839. nature soever; I also give and bequeath to my said 
wife, the house, garden, and appurtenances belonging 
to me at Somers Tarni^ in the county of Middlesex^ now 
in the occupation of Groom merchant, for and 

during the term of her natural life ; and it is my will 
and mind, that after her decease, the same shall be sold, 
and the money arising from the sale thereof, to be 
divided equally among my children then living, or the 
children of such as shall have died after attaining the 
age of twenty-one years. I also will and desire, that all 
my other estates of what nature or kind soever, or 
wheresoever situated, be sold, at the discretion of my 
executors hereinafter mentioned, and the money arising 
from the sale thereof, be vested in real or government 
security to be disposed of in manner following, (that is 
to say) that my executors shall pay, or cause to be 
paid, the sum of 25/. yearly and every year, by equal 
and quarterly payments, for the maintenance and edu- 
cation otSqphiaf my natural daughter, by Sarah Leeson^ 
late of the parish of Pancras^ in the county of Middlesex^ 
until she shall have attained the age of twenty-one. 
years, or day of marriage, which shall first happen^ 
when my said executors are hereby required to pay to 
Sophia the clear sum of 500/., to and for her own 
sole use and benefit. I further give and bequeath to my 
said wife Mary Dorothy, a clear annuity of 400/. per. 
annum, to be paid out of the interest arising from the 
money produced from the sale of my real estates afore- 
said, to be paid quarterly, clear of all deductions what^ 
soever, for and during the term of her. natural life ; 
and I further direct, that the remaining sums arising 
from the said interest of monies directed to be vested as 
aforesaid, be appropriated to the maintenance and edu- 
cation of all my children by my said wife, share and 
share alike, until they attain the age of twenty-one 
years ; when it is my will that they shall respectively 

receive 
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receive the principal or one fifth part of such sum as may 1839. 
remain, after first reserving a suffident capital, the interest 
arising firom which shall be su£Scient to pay the above 
annuity of 400^ to my said wife, and my legacy to my 
3aid natural child, and also deducting the sum of 500/^ 
to be vested in real or government securities, for the 
sole use and benefit of James Herrioty now apprentice 
to Messrs. WiUiams and Frcnmird^ chemists and drug^ 
gists in Londonj if he should attain the age of twenty- 
one years; and should he die before that time, my 
will and mind is, that the said sum of 500/. should 
be paid to his mother Margaret Chrigton Herriot of 
Kingston^ Jamaica. I hereby further appoint my said 
wife Mary Dorothyy and my aforesaid friend Richard 
Charles Bassetl joint executors to this my will and testa- 
ment, and guardians to my said children." 

The testator died shortly after the date of his will, 
which was subsequently proved by his widow alone. 
He left five children, viz.: Joseph Watson his eldest 
son, and. heir-at-law, who attained twentyK)ne and died 
intestate, leaving the adult Plaintifi* his widow and the 
in&nt Plaintifi* his only child and heiress-at-Iaw ; Ed-- 
ward WatsoHj who attained twenty-one, and afterwards 
died; Milbrough Watson, and Anna Watson, who re- 
spectively died under age ; and Margaret Watson, who 
attained twenty-one, and married the Defendant Atigus- 
tus Reynard, and was made a Defendant with him in 
this suit, but died before the suit was brought to a 
termination. The adult Plaintifi^ became the legal perr 
sonal representative of her husband, Joseph Watson the 
son, and of Milbrough Watson, and Anna Watson : the 
Defendant Herriot became the legal personal repre- 
sentative of Edward Watson; and the Defendant Augustus 
Reynard became the legal personal representative of his 
deceased wife Margaret. 

The 
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1839* The testator's widow died in the year 1831, and 

the Defendant Hayes became her executor. After her 
death, the will of the testator was proved by the testa* 
tor's executor Richard Campbell Bazett, (in the will 
called ,Richard Charles Bassett), who afterwards died, 
and the Defendant William Young Bazett became bis 
executor, and also the legal personal representative of 
the testator. 

Sophia Leeson, the testator's natural child, mentioned 
in his will, survived the testator, but died at the age of 
eight years. 

The suit was instituted for the administration of the 
testator's estate* 

By the decretal order on further directions, made by 
'the Vice-Chancellor, it was, amongst other things, de- 
clared, that the testator died intestate, as to so 
much of the produce of the sale of his real estate 
as would have been requisite to answer the annual sum 
of 400Z., bequeathed to his widow, if the freehold estate 
had been sold in her lifetime, as directed by the tes- 
tator, and that, upon the death of the widow, the 
adult Plaintiff, as the personal representative of the 
testator's heir-at-law, became entitled to receive such 
part of the produce of the sale as ought to have been set 
apart to answer such annuity ; and it was also declared, 
that the legacy of 500/. bequeathed to Sophia Leesoti, 
vested in her upon the death of the testator ; and it 
was referred to the Master to compute interest at the 
rate of 4? per cent, per annum upon that legacy from 
the day of Sophia Leesoti^s death, {a) 

From these declarations, and the directions conse- 
quential upon them, contained in the decretal order on 

further 
(a) See 9 Sim, 500., where the case is reported on the second point 
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further directions, the Defendant Augustus Reynard 
now appealed, insisting that it ought to be declared, 
that the capital directed to be reserved to answer the 
annuity of 400/., became payable to such of the testa- 
tor's children by his wife as attained the age of twenty- 
one years ; and that it ought also to be declared, that 
the legacy to Sophia Leeson lapsed by her death under 
the age of twenty-one years. 

Mr. Wigram and Mr. BetheU^ in support of the ap- 
peal, cited, with reference to the first point, Hutcheson 
V. Hammond (a), Gibson v. Lord Montfort (i). Gentry 
V. Fitzgerald (c). Ackers v. Phipps {d) ; and with re- 
ference to the vesting of the 500/. legacy, the cases 
of Leake v. Robinson (^), May v. Wood {g)j Pulsford v. 
Winter (A), Batsfordy. KebbeU (/), Hanson v. Graham (i), 
Billingsley v. Willis (/), Vawdty v. Geddes (w), Breedon 
V. Breedon (n), Prcmse v. Abingdon (o), Gawler v. Stan* 
dermck (p)^ and Roper on Legacies, (q) 

Mr. Girdlestone, Mi\Piggoity and Mr. T. l^umer^ for 
the Plaintiffs, cited, upon the first point, Cruse v. Bar'- 
ley (r), Jones v. Mitchell (5), Amphlett v. Parke (^), 
Green v. Jackson (w), Gibbs v. Rumsey (x), Collins v. 
Wakeman. (y) Upon the second point, they said their 
case was the same as that of the appellant. 

Mr. 

(a) 3 Bro, C. C. 128. (») lb, 413. 

lb) 1 re«. sen. 485. (o) 1 J^. 482. 

(c) Jacobs 468. (p) 2 Car, IS. 

(rf) 9 fi/^A., 430. (q) Vol. 1. p. 475. et seq. (3d 

(tf) 2 Meriv. 563.^ see 386. ed.) 

(g) 3 firo. C. a 471. (r) 3 P. W. 19. 

(//) i;j.416. («) 1 Sim. <J- iS/. 290. 

(0 3 Kff#. jun. 363. (/) 2 i^««. * JIfy. 221. 

(A-) 6 r«. jun. 239. (tt) /d. 258. 

(/) 3 Atk. 219. (o") 2 /'". 4- J?. 894. 

(>m) 1 Russ.^ Mt/L 203. (v) 2 r<». jun. 683. 

Vol. V. K 
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Mr. Martin^ for the Defendant Herriot. 

Mr. Wratfi for the Attomey*6eneral on behalf of the 
Crown, as entitled to take out administration to the* 
natural child, referred to Bam on Assets {a)^ and Lace 
V. L'Estrange. (ft) 

Mr. Chandless, for the Defendant Hayes. 

Mr. Purvisy for the Defendant W. Y. BaxeU. 

Mr. Wigram^ in reply. 



Noo. S6. The Lord Chancellor. 

The first question is as to the sum directed by the 
testator to be invested to provide for the 400^ per 
annum, given to his wife. 

The testator directs an annuity of 400t to be paid to 
his wife, out of the interest arising from the money 
produced from the sale of his real estate. He then 
gives the remaining sums arising from the interest of 
monies directed to be vested as aforesaid, to be appro- 
priated to the maintenance and education of his children 
till they attain twenty-one, ^^when it is my will, that 
they respectively receive the principal, or one-fiflh 
part of such sum as may remain, afler first reserving a 
sufficient capital, the interest arising from which shall 
be sufficient to pay the above annuity of 4002. to my 
wife, and my legacy to my natural child," which was 
500/., and also deducting the sum of 500/., which he 
gives absolutely to other persons. 

The 

(«) p. 154. et seq. 2d ed. (6) 5 Bro. ParL Co. 59. 
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The sum necessary to be invested to produce the 18S9« 
annuity of 400/., is to be part of the proceeds of the 
real estates; and the question is, whether such sum is 
mcluded, subject to the payment of 400/. per annum, in 
the gift to the children, for, if not, it clearly belongs to 
the heir. The gift to the children at twenty-one is of 
the principal, that is, the principal producing the in- 
come before directed to be applied to their maintenance 
and education, which principal would, upon their so 
attaining twenty -one, be disposable ; whereas the prin- 
cipal invested to produce the 400/. for the wife would 
mot be affected by the children attaining twenty-one, 
. and might not be at that time disposable. The testator 
also explains what he means by this gift of the prin- 
cipal ; for he says that each child, there being five, was 
to have one-fifth part of such sum as might remain, after 
first reserving sufficient capital, the interest arising 
. from which should be sufficient to pay the above annuity 
of 400/. to his wife, and his legacy to his natural daugh- 
ter, and another legacy of 500/. He does not give the 
fund, or the residue of the fund, subject to the annuity 
of 400/., but such fund as should remain, after reserving 
a sufficient capital to produce that annuity. There are 
no words of gift, except of so much as should remain 
of the fund after these deductions; — none of the capital 
producing the 400/. so to be deducted. The result of 
these directions is, that from the gross fund sufficient 
shall be taken and invested to produce the 400/. per 
annum, and what shall remain of such gross fund, after 
this and the other deductions, shall be divided amongst 
his children at twenty-one. 

I do not find any gift of the capital directed to be 
invested for the purpose of producing this 400/. per 
annum, and I therefore agree with the Vice-Chancellor 

K 2 .in 



i 
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1839. in thinking, that, upon the death of the widow, the heir- 
atrlaw becomes entitled to it. 

As to the 500/. legacy to his natural daughter, the 
decree has declared it to be a vested legacy in such 
daughter from the time of the testator's death, and that 
interest is to be paid thereon at the rate of 47. per cent, 
from her death, she having died at the age of eight 
years. 

The directions in the will are, after devising his estate 
to trustees, that all his other estates of what nature or 
kind soever, and wheresoever situate, be sold, and the 
money arising from the sale thereof be vested in real 
or government securities, to be disposed of as follows ; 
—that his executors should pay 251. per annum for the 
maintenance and education of his natural daughter 
Sophia, till she should attain twenty-one or be married, 
^^ when my said executors are hereby required to pay to 
Sophia the clear sum of 500/., to and for her own sole use 
and benefit." It does not appear from so much of the 
report as is set out in the petition of appeal, whether 
this 500/. is to be considered as payable out of the 
personal or real estate ; but, as most favourable to the 
vesting, I will suppose, that there was personalty suf- 
ficient for that purpose; and in order to try the question 
of vesting, I will first consider the gift of the 500/. inde- 
pendently of the gift of 25/. per annum for maintenance, 
and secondly, how far that provision afiects the ques- 
tion of vesting. 

There is no gift of the 500/., except in the direction 
to the executors to pay that sum to the daughter, when 
she shall attain twenty-one or be married. Here is 
the word *^ when " distinctly applied to the gift itself, 

and 




CASES IN CHANCERY. ISS 

and not to the time of payment, to which Sir W. Grants 1839. 
ludgment in Hanson v. Graham {a) is therefore directly 
applicable; and there is also the absence of any terms 
of gift, except in the direction to pay at a given time 
which never arrived, or upon a given event which never 
took place, to which Sir W. Granfs observations 
in LeaJce v. Robinson {b) directly apply, and which 
doctrine has been frequently recognized as a settled rule. 

This case appears to me to come so clearly within 
those rules, that I cannot think that any doubt would 
liave been entertained as to this legacy having failed by 
the death of the legatee in in&ncy, if the question had 
not been supposed to be affected by the gift of the 25L 
per annum, for its maintenance and education. 

It is well known, that a legacy which would, upon the 
terms of the gift, be contingent upon the legatee at- 
taining a certain age, may become vested by a gift of 
the interest in the meantime, whether direct or in the 
form of maintenance, provided it be of the whole in- 
terest ; which clearly marks the principle, that it is the 
gift of the whole interest which effects the vesting of 
the legacy. Such was the opinion of Sir W* Grant in 
Hanson v. Graham and Leake v. Robinson^ and recog- 
nized by Sir J. Leach in Vawdn/ v. Geddes. (c) It is, 
therefore, the giving the interest which is held to effect 
the vesting of the legacy, and not the giving main- 
tenance; but when maintenance is given, questions arise, 
whether it be a distinct gift, or merely a direction as to 
the application of the interest ; and if it be a distinct 
gift, it has no effect upon the question of the vesting of 
the legacy. 

In 

(«) 6 Ves. 239. (c) 1 Russ, ^ Mi/lne^ 205., 

(6) 2 Mer. 565,, see p. 587. see p. 208. 
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1839. In this case, 251. per annum, out of the proceeds 

of the real and personal estate, after investment in real 
or government securities, is directed to be paid quar- 
terly for the maintenance and education of the daughter 
till twenty-one or marriage, when the 500/. is to be paid. 
That the testator fixed upon the sum of 25L per an- 
num as interest at 5L per cent, upon 500/. is probable^ 
but it is clearly not given as interest upon that sum. The 
gifts are perfectly distidtt, and the title to the 251. per 
annum could not be affected by the interest upon 500L 
not amounting to 251. In Balsford v.. KebbeU{a\ 
Lord Bossb/Hj there being no gift, except in tbc 
direction to pay at a certain age, held the legacy not 
vested before that time, although the legacy was of 
500/. 3L per cents., and there was a direction to pay 
the dividends upon 500/. 31. per cents, to the legatee, 
until he should attain the age at which the stock was to 
be transferred |to him. That case necessarily includes 
and governs that now before me. 

I am, therefore, of opinion, that this gift of 251. per 
annum cannot be considered as interest upon the 500L 
so as to effect the vesting of the legacy, and conser 
quently, that even supposing the legacy to have. been 
payable out of the personal estate, it failed by the 
death of the legatee under twenty-one and unmarried; 
but if, as seems probable from the language of the will, 
the legacy, if payable, would have been to be raised out 
of the real estate, no ground would remain upon which 
any argument could be rested in favour of the vesting. 

The decree of the ^Vice-Chancellor must, therefore, 
be varied, by declaring that this legacy of 500L lapsed by 
the death of the legatee under twenty-one and un- 
married. 

. What 

(a) 3 Ves, 363, ' ' " . - 
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What the effect of this decision will be upon the 1839. 
interest of the parties, that is, who will be entitled to 
the amount of this lapsed legacy, cannot, I conceive, 
be decided in the present state of the cause, it being as 
yet unascertained whether it ought to be considered as 
money or land. Probably, however, the parties do not 
intend to raise any such question, as I find, by my note, 
that the counsel for the Plaintiff stated, that, as to the 
500/., the Plaintiff's case was the same as that of the Ap- 
pellant ; whereas, if the 500/. was to arise from the land, 
the PlaintiflF Eliza Watson^ as personal representative of 
the heir-at-law, or Emma^ her only child, would be the 
parties to contest with the Appellant, whether the 500/. 
lapsed to the heir-at-law, or passed under the residuary 
clause ; and as the Plaintiff represents three-fifths of 
the residuary legatees, the value of the question must 
be very small. 
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BETWEEN 

1840. CHARLES WORTERS BROUGHTON and 
Jan. 16. EDWIN PATRICK BROUGHTON, Plaintiffs; 

Nov, 2. 

AND 

CHARLES LASHMAR and CAROLINE JANE 
BOWDITCH - - - Defendants. 

Bill dismissed HPHIS suit was instituted by the Plaintiffs, as ad- 

without costs, J- ministrators, together with their sister the De- 

upon motion, o 

having been fendant Mrs. Bawditch^ of Miss Mary Elizabeth Fi^urs 

mistake und^er J^^^ughion, who was supposed to have died intestate, 
which both for the purpose of obtaining from the Defendant Lash- 
Defendants ^^^ certain funds of which he had been a trustee for 
were at the her. The bill alleged that Lashmar was about to leave 
the kingdom, and prayed that a writ of ?ie exeat regno 
might be issued against him ; and such a writ was, upon 
motion, issued, accordingly. Lashmar^ subsequently, viz. 
on the 15th of July 1839, moved to discharge the writ; 

and 
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sind, upon that motion, an order was made, for the dis- 
oharge of the writ, upon the terms of his paying into 
Court, in the cause, the sum of 2000/. (a) 



After this sum had been paid in, the Defendant 
JLtashmar propounded in the Prerogative Court of Can^ 
terbuty (by which the letters of administration had been 
previously granted) an unattested will of Miss Brought 
ion, dated the 29th of July 1837, which was alleged to 
liave been discovered (b) by the Defendant Mrs. Bow- 
dttckj and by which Miss Broughton gave all her pro- 
perty to the Defendant Lashmar. 

Upon the Plaintiffs being satisfied of the authenticity 
of this will, they withdrew, in concurrence with Mrs. 
Bowditch^ the letters of administration which had been 
previously granted as upon an intestacy; and admi- 
nistration with the will annexed was, thereupon, granted 
to Lashmar, 

On the 26th of August 1839, very shortly after the 
Plaintiffs received notice of the discovery of the will, 
their solicitor wrote to the solicitors of the Defendants, 
(both Defendants being represented by the same pro- 
fessional firm), in the following terms : — "1 think it 
right to apprize you that it is not the wish of the Plain- 
tiffs that the Defendants should answer the bill in this 
cause until you hear further from me on the subject." 

The 



(a) " Ordered, that the De- 
fendant Charlef Lashmar be at 
liberty to pay the sum of 2000/. 
into the Bank, with the privity 
of the Accountant General of 
this Court, to be there placed 
to the credit of this cause, sub- 
ject to the further order of this 
Court; and thereupon it is or- 
dered that the said writ ne exeat 

L 



1840. 



Broughtox 

V, 

Lashmar. 



regno be discharged, and that 
the said Defendant Charles Lash" 
mar be discharged out of the 
custody of the said sheriff, as to 
the said writ; but this order is 
to be without prejudice to any 
question in this cause.'* 

{b) It was stated at the bar 
(see post) that this will was dis- 
covered on the 1 9th of July 1 8'39. 
2 
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1840. The answer of the Defendants' solicitors, on the 27th 

Broughton of -^^^^ ^as as follows : — " In answer to yours of the 

V* 26th instant, we have to request you will consent to 

Lashmar 

dismiss th^ bill, and allow the funds now in Court to 

be paid out to Mr. Lashmar, Unless this is done, 

we mast of necessity file the answers, in order to entitle 

the Defendants to move to dismiss." 

On the 15th of October 1839, the PlaintiflFs' solicitor 
wrote to the solicitors of the Defendants, in the follow- 
ing terms : — ** I have instructed Messrs. Jennhigs and 
Coxe to withdraw all opposition to your client taking 
administration with the will annexed of the 29th of 
Juh/ 1837. I shall be obliged by your allowing me 
to inspect the letter of even date with that will, ad- 
dressed by the late Miss Broughton to Mr. Lashmar^ 
and set out in the joint affidavit of the latter and Mrs. 
Bowditch used in this cause. Upon Mr. Lashmar com- 
pleting his title as administrator, and upon my being 
satisfied that the letter is genuine, I shall be prepared to 
make the following proposition ; — that this bill be dis- 
missed, upon terms that the costs of all parties, as 
between solicitor and client, be paid out of the fund in 
Court, and that, after payment of the costs, the balance 
be paid to Mr. Lashmar. 

To this the Defendants' solicitors answered, on the 
following day, that they would not consent to the bill 
being dismissed on any other terms than with costs. 

On the 20th of November 1839, the Defendants, 
although neither of them had been served with a subpcena 
to answer the bill, put in separate answers. 

On the 4th of December^ the PlaintiflFs' solicitor wrote 
thus to the solicitors of the Defendants: — " In order 

to 
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to put an end to this cause, and without prejudice to ISIO. 

the Plaintiffs, in the event of your not accepting the J"^^^^^^ 
. . . . Broughton 

offer, I beg to make this proposition ; — that the bill in v. 

this cause be dismissed, and that each party pay his and Lashmar. 

her own costs, and, upon such terms, that the 2000/. in 

Court be paid out to the Defendant Lashmar.^ 

No answer to this letter was sent, except that one of 
the firm of the Defendants' solicitors, upon meeting the 
Plaintiffs' solicitor in the street, told him that the pro- 
position might be considered as declined. 

On the 16th of Januarj/ 1840 the Plaintiffs, by 
special leave of the Lord Chancellor, moved, before his 
XfOrdship, that the costs of suit of the Plaintiffs, as be- 
tween solicitor and client, or between party and party, 
as the Court might think fit, might be taxed, and paid 
out of the fund in Court standing to the credit of 
the cause ; and that the residue of such fund, or the 
whole thereof, if the Court should be of opinion that 
the Defendant Lashmar was entided to the whole, 
might be transferred and paid to the Defendant Lash' 
mary and that, either on payment of such costs, or other- 
wise, as the Court should think fit, the Plaintiffs' bill 
might be dismissed; and that if the Court should think 
the Plaintiffs not entitled to costs, then that the bill 
might be dismissed without costs ; and that such, if any, 
provision as the Court might think fit, either out of the 
fund in Court or otherwise, might be made for the costs 
of the Defendant Mrs. Bawditch^ and that all proceed- 
ings in this suit, except for the purposes of the present 
motion, might be stayed. 

Neither the correspondence, nor the order of the 15th 
of t/tt/j/ 1839, was before the Court on this occasion. 

Mr. 
L 3 



Lashmar. 
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1 840. Mr. Richards and Mr. Lloyd^ in support of the motion, 

Broughton ''^f®^''®^ ^® ^^^ ^^^ ®f Knox v. Broom (a) before Lord 
V. Thurloii\ in which a Plaintiff had been allowed to dis- 

miss his bill without costs : and to the case of Vansandau 
V. Moore (i), in which Lord Eldofi had fully admitted 
the power of the Court to dismiss a bill, without costs, 
upon the application of the Plaintiff: and to the cases 
of Lj/nn V. Beaver {c) and Windham v. Graham (d), in 
which costs had been ordered to be paid out of the fund 
although the bill was dismissed, (e) 

Mr. IVigramt and Mr. James Russell, for the Defend- 
ant Lashmar. 

The present case is not at all like those which have 
been referred to; and the Plaintiffs' mistake, in suppos- 
ing that there had been an intestacy, affords no reason 
for depriving the Defendant Lashmar of his right to 
the costs of the suit. The will was discovered as long 
ago as the 19th of Jidy^ and yet the suit is still con- 
tinued* 

[The Lord Chancellor. You cannot ask for any 
costs after the 19th oi Jidy^ Mr. Richards.'] 

The fact that a Plaintiff has been under a mistake as 
to his rights never deprives the Defendant of his costs ; 
and the circumstance that the Plaintiffs had clothed 
themselves and their sister with the character of admi-* 
nistrators makes no difference ; for their obtaining the 
letters of administration was only following up the ori- 
ginal mistake. 

The 

(a) 1 Cox^ 359. {e) See on the last point a re- - 

{fi) \ Russ, 441., see 469. cent case of Thomason v. Moses, 

(c) Turner 4" -R"**' <>5. 5 Beav. 77. 
Id) I Russ, 531., sec 547. 



CASES IN CHANCERY. 141 



Broughton 



The Court will not, in such a case as the present, ]840. 
allow the Plaintiffs to dismiss their bill, except upon 
the usual terms of paying the Defendant's costs ; but, at " v. 
all events, the Court has no authority, upon dismissing Lashmar. 
a bill, to make the Defendant Lashmar pay the Plain- 
tiffs' costs, which is what the Court would do, in this case, 
if it ordered the costs to be paid out of the fiind in court, 
that being, in truth, the Defendant Lashmar^s fund. The 
fiind has been paid into court without prejudice, and, 
therefore, it is not a fund out of which the Plaintiffs' 
costs can be ordered to be paid. 

17ie Lord Chancellor. 

So far as the power of the Court to dispose of the 
cause, upon motion, without costs, is concerned, I shall 
not think of disturbing it, after those decisions of Lord 
Thurlaw and Lord Eldon^ because there are many cases 
in which the cause is carried on to a hearing solely for 
costs ; and such an order may prevent that taking place. 
The money, however, appears to have been paid into 
court without prejudice, and it seems to me extremely 
important to ascertain what the order for payment was. 

If the fund was in the hands of the administrators, 
the personal representatives, then I should not take 
away the fund without paying them their expenses. If 
it was paid into court by them, then I think I should 
consider it in their hands ; but, if paid in by the Defend- 
ant, then as in the hands of the Defendant. I must 
have that order produced. 

But it appears to me doubtful, whether this is the 
right mode of obtaining the object. You ask that the 
i'esidue of the money should be paid to the Defendant ; 
but I am not sure that I could do that, under these 
circumstances, upon motion, if it be his fund. It 

L 4 appears 



\ 
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1840. appears to me that the best mode would be to order 

^^■^^^^^""^ that the fund should not be paid out without further 

V. . notice, and then that either party should apply to the 
Lashhar. ^^^ 

I think it is quite competent to the Court to dismiss 
the bill without costs. It is doubtful whether the Court 
can, upon such an application, deal with the fund, but 
the Court can make an order to stay all further proceed- 
ings. The order may be, that all further proceedings be 
stayed, with liberty to the Defendant Lashmar to apply. 



Mr. fVigram then asked for the costs of the motion. 

The Lord Chancellor declined to give them, ob- 
serving that he thought the Plaintiffs were entitled to 
make the application. 

Mr. Richards then asked that the bill might be dis- 
missed. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

No. There must be another application for the 
fund ; and, therefore, it would be better not to dismiss 
the bill. 

Mr. Wigram» 

It must be liberty to apply, generally; because I 
shall apply for the costs of this application. 



The terms of the order were, that all further pro- 
ceedings in the cause should be stayed, and that the 
Defendant Lashmar should be at liberty to apply to the 
Court as he should be advised. 

On 
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On the 2d of 'November 1840, the Defendant Lash" 1840. 

f?wrr, by leave of the Lord Chancellor, moved, before ^^^^^^^^^"^ 
, . X • 1 . . Broughton. 

bis Lordship, that 2182/. \^s% Sd, bank annuities v. 

Standing in the name of the Accountant-General, In Yashmak. 
trust in the cause, and which had been purchased with ^^ov, 2. 
the sum of 2000/. cash paid by the Defendant Lashmar 
into the bank, to the credit of the cause, pursuant to 
the order of the 15th of July 1839, might be trans- 
ferred into the name of the Defendant Lashmar^ and 
that the sum of 65L 9s. Sd,y cash in the bank, on the 
credit of the cause, and which had arisen from the 
dividends on the bank annuities, might be paid to him ; 
and that it might be referred to the Master to tax the 
costs of the Defendants in this suit, including the costs 
of and relating to the application to discharge the writ 
of ne exeat regno issued against the Defendant Lashmar^ 
and of and relating to the application made by the 
Plaintiffs on the 16th oi January 1840, and of and re- 
lating to the present application ; and that such costs, 
when taxed, might be paid by the Plaintiffs ; or other- 
wise, that the order of the 16th oi January 1840 might 
be discharged, so far as it stayed proceedings in the 
suit ; and that, upon transfer and payment of the bank 
annuities and cash to the Defendant Lashmar^ the 
Plaintiffs' bill might stand dismissed out of this Court. 

In opposition to this motion, the Plaintiffs brought 
before the Court, upon affidavit, the correspondence 
which has been stated in a previous part of this 
report. 

Mr. Wigram and Mr. James Russell^ in support of 
the motion. 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Lloyd, contra. 

The 



\ 
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1840. The Lord Chancellor (addressing Mr. Richards 

..z^"^^^'*^'^ and Mr. Uoyd») 

^ROUGHTON "^ ' 

V, 

Lasumar. .J cannot make you pay the costs of the suit. 1 cer- 
tainly should not think, on the Defendants' shewing, 
that they should have costs against you. My reason is, 
that the suit has arisen from a mistake. The suit 
cannot be dismissed with costs. You do not dispute 
that the Defendant Lashmar is entitled to the money. 
The only question is, whether the Plaintiffs are to 
have their own costs. The costs of the orders will 
be costs of the suit. You do not object to the bill 
being dismissed. 

Mr. Richards. No. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

Let the bill be dismissed, mthoiU costs. 
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1839. 



BETWEEN 

FRANCES RISHTON, by HORACE EARLE, her issa. 
next Friend - - - PlaintifF; "^Kf" 

AND 

JOHN MITCHENER COBB, WILLIAM COBB, 
WILLIAM EDMUNDS, CHARLES COOK, 
and HENRY RISHTON (out of the Jurisdiction of 
the Court) .- - - Defendant?. 

nr^HlS case is reported in the ninth volume of Mr, Bequest to 
-■■ Simons' Reports, {a) J;?j|y/;»^ 

Sir ]f. a. 
The question turned upon a short clause in a will, considered 
and upon a few circumstances connected with the terms though at the 
in which the legatee was described. tllfshe^had 

married a 
Tkomas Cobb^ o{ Margate, by his will, dated the 1st of Jf^^^P^J""^ . 
Mar'ch 18345, bequeathed as follows : — "I give and be- the fact of 
queath to William Cobb, William Edmunds, and Charles ^^11"^^^^ 

Cook, the sum of 2000/. sterling, upon trust to invest the to the tes- 

^ , ^ .u • tator, and she 

same in government securities, upon trust to authorize continued to 

and empower Lady Fanny Campbell, widow of the late call herself 

Major General Sir Niel Campbell, to receive the divi- The bequest 

dends as they become due, so long as she shall continue ^^^ * bequest 

single and unmarried ; but in case she sells, assigns, or trustees to 

disposes of, or anticipates such dividends, I do hereby Sfvidendrbo 

revoke the bequest so made for her benefit, and there- long as she 

upon do will and direct that the said sum of 2000/. shall ^j^yg gj^giJ 

become part of the residue of my estate. I also give and un- 

and bequeath to the said Lady Fanny Campbell the sum if she should 

of 500/. sterling, to be paid to her within two months anticipate 

after dendii,then 

(a) 9 Sim. 615. the fund to 

become part 
of the testator's residue. Held, that she took an absolute interest in the fund. 
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1839. after my decease; but in case there is 'any debt due 
from her on a warrant of attorney lately given to 
Messrs. Rice and Goodyer^ I direct my executors, out 
of the legacy, to pay such debt, and to pay the residue 
of such 500/. to Lady Campbell only. I also give her 
back the diamond ring she gave me, and request her to 
have the diamond reset in a mourning ring, and wear it 
for my sake." The testator gave the residue of his 
personal estate to John Mitchener Cobb and William 
Cobbi and appointed them and William Edmunds his 
executors. 

The testator died in the month of February 1836. 

The lady mentioned in bis will had been the wife of 
Major-General Sir Niel Campbell^ who died in the year 
] 827 ; but in October J 829 she had married the De- 
fendant, Henry Bishlon, who, in January 1830, went to 
Sierra Leone^ leaving her in England^ and he had never 
returned, but, if alive, was still living in Africa. 

The lady, after her marriage with Rishton^ continued 
to style herself Lady Campbell^ except when she signed 
receipts for a pension granted to her as Sir Niel Camp-- 
betPs widow, on which occasion she signed her name of 
Frances Rishton. 

The plaintiff's evidence was confined to proving the 
marriage of the Plaintiff with Henry Rishton^ and the 
fact that Rishton went to Sierra Leone in the month of 
January 1830, three months after the marriage, and that 
he had ever since resided, and if living, still continued to 
Ipeside in Africa. 

The Defendants' evidence consisted of the proof of 
the warrant of .attorney mentioned in the testator's 

will, 
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will, and of a promissory note and a memorandum 1839, 
signed by the Plaintiff as Frances Campbell^ and of de- 
positions of witnesses upon the question of the PlaintifTs 
passing at Margate as the widow of Major-General Sir 
Niel Campbell, not yet married again. 

The deposition of a witness named Neame stated that 
the testator frequently spoke of and alluded to the 
Plaintiff, in conversations with the deponent and other 
persons, as Lady Campbdll, or Lady Niel Campbell, and 
that he particularly referred to the superiority of her 
rank above the general society of the place, and that the 
deponent never had any conversation with the testator 
on the subject of the testator's having made to the 
Plaintiff any proposal of marriage, but that the Plaintiff 
had repeatedly mentioned to the deponent that she would 
not marry the testator on any account, as his temper was 
too arbitrary and overbearing, and that he was deficient 
in those little attentions which ladies expect. 

A witness named Lydia Dawson, who was in the 
service of the Plaintiff from May 1834« to March 1836, 
stated that, during that time, the Plaintiff represented 
herself to be the widow of Sir Niel Campbell, and that 
the testator and the Plaintiff frequently visited and com- 
municated with each other, and that she (the witness) 
had been frequently informed by the Plaintiff that the 
testator had made her an offer of marriage, and that 
the Plaintiff, upon those occasions, informed the depo- 
nent that she never would marry him on account of his 
violent and overbearing temper, for that she herself was 
of an equally irritable disposition. 

Other witnesses were also examined, and it ap- 
peared from their testimony, as well as from the testi- 
mony of the witnesses before-mentioned, that the Plaintiff 

used 
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1839. used the name of Lady Campbell^ and that the testator 
addressed her and spoke of her as such ; and that she 
was considered, at Margate^ to be the widow of Sir 
Niel Campbell^ not married again. 

There was no positive evidence of the Plaintiff having 
represented herself to be a single woman. 

The Vice-Chancellor having made a decree in the 
Plaintiff's favour, the Defendants John Mitchener Cobb 
and William Cobb appealed from it, and insisted, by 
their petition of appeal, that the bill ought to be dis- 
missed with costs. 

Mr. Wakefield and Mr. Randell, for the Plaintiff, re- 
ferred to the following cases with regard to the legacy 
of 500/. ; Standen v. Siandeti (a), Kennell v. Abbotl (6), 
Stockdale v. Bushby (c), Giles v. Giles (d) ; and with re-, 
gard to the bequest of 2000/. they cited Wheeler v. 
Bingham (^), Brown v. Peck (g), Marples v. Bain- 
bridge {h)j Lloyd V. Branton (/), Bird v. Hunsdon^k)^ 
Poor V. Mial{l\ Hale v. Beck{m\ Philipps v. Chamber- 
laine{n\ Eltonv.Sheppard{o\ Rowlings v. Jennings [p\ 
Page V. Leapingxvell {q\ Adamson v. Armitage (r), 
Wretch V. Watkins (5), Billing v. Billing. (/) 



Mr. 



(fl) 2 Vet.yxxi. 589. (0 6 Madd, 32. 

(b) 4 Vet. 802. (m) 2 EdeUy 229. 

(c) 19 Vei. 581. (n) 4 Tei. 51. 

(rf) 1 Keen, 685. (o) 1 Bro, C. C. 532. 

(r) 3 i^%n*, 364. (jo) 13 Vei. 39. 

(^) 1 J&</tfn, 140. \q) 18 r<7«. 463. 

(A) 1 ATflrfrf. 590. (r) 19 Ves. 416. 

(tj 3 Mer. 108. («) 1 Ma£f(/. 253. 

(Jc) 2 iSfi&ait. 342. (/) 5 5tm. 232. 




t* ■'■. ■< 
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Mr. Knight Bruce and Mr. Rudall^ in support of the 1839, 

appeal, referred to Inties v. Mitchell (a), Chauncy v. ^T^T^ 

Graydon (6), Richards v. Baker (c), Humbersione v. «. 

Stanto7i (c?), Dommett v. Bedford {e\ Doe v. HaimJce. {g) ^®"' 

They contended that the qualification, in respect of 
marriage, which the testator introduced into his bequest 
of the 2000Z. was a limitation and not ' a condition. 
They submitted that the evidence of the Plaintiff's 
husband having gone to Africa three months after the 
marriage, and having remained there ever since, did not 
amount to proof of a desertion of her by him. They 
insisted that the bequest was, in this instance, made to 
the Plaintiff under an assumed character, and that the 
testator had declared that the bequest should continue 
only so long as that character remained, and as that 
character had not at any time since the testator's death 
existed in fact, the bequest failed from the beginning. 
They maintained that the utmost interest given by the 
will was a limited interest, to continue during widow- 
hood ; and not an absolute interest, subject to a con- 
dition that it should cease upon marriage. 

Mr. Wakejieldy in reply. 



The Lord Chancellor. Bee 16. 

The Defendants, by their appeal, dispute the Plain- 
tiff's title to any decree, and therefore insist that she 
^as no title either to the 500/. or to the 2000/. The 
c^ase as to the two sums is different; but one objection 
**elied upon by the Defendants applies to both. The 
XDefendants insist that the Plaintiff, having been supposed 

by 

(a) 6 Ves, 464. (rf) W.^B. 385. 

{h) 2Atki/ns, 616. (e) 6 Term Rep, 684. 

(c) 2 Atkt/ns, 321. (g) 2 Eost^ 481. 
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18S5). by the testator to be the widow of her first husband, 
Sir Niel Campbell^ is not entitled, under the circum- 
stances proved in the caiise, to the legacies given to 
her by his will. This must depend upon the circum- 
stances proved, because it is clear that mere misappre- 
hension on the part of a testator as to the situation of a 
legatee will not avoid the legacy. After looking through 
all the case^ upon the subject, which are but few in 
number, I do not find that I can better define what cir- 
cumstances will make the legacy void than by adopting 
the words of Lord AlvanUym Kennell \. Abbott {a\ 
namely, that when a legacy is given to a person, under 
a particular character, which he has falsely assumed, and 
which alone can be supposed the motive of the bounty, 
the law will not permit him to avail himself of it, and 
therefore he cannot demand his legacy. I think the 
evidence in this case fails to bring it within this defini- 
tion. That the Plaintiff, notwithstanding her marriage, 
continued to call herself Lady Campbelly was not, of itself, 
an assumption of a false character. That is so generally 
done, after a marriage with a second husband of inferior 
rank to the first, that no imputation of improper motives 
can be founded upon it. There is, however, I think, 
evidence of her having concealed her second marriage, 
or at least of her having permitted those with whom she 
lived, and amongst others the testator, to assume and 
believe that she had not been married a second time ; 
but I think there is a total absence of proof that this 
was done from any improper motive. If, indeed, there 
had been proof that she had permitted the testator to 
entertain hopes of himself marrying her, there might 
have been ground for suspecting that the concealment 
of her first marriage had arisen from an interested 
motive; but the Defendants, by some evidence they have 
given, have displaced any such supposition, for they have 

proved 

(a) 4 Ve9. 802 ; see 809. 
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proved a statement by her that she had refused proposals 1839. 
of marriage which the testator had made to her. The 
reason she assigned was not, in all probability, the true 
one; but the fact she states goes far not only to remove any 
suspicion of improper motives in the course she adopted, 
but to negative ^ny idea that the testator's testamentary 
disposition in her favour was influenced by any expecta- 
tion of her becoming his wife, or, in the words of Lord 
Alvanleyy that the assumed character was alone the 
motive of the bounty. It is obvious that the rule, that, 
where the identity of the legatee is certain, the legacy 
will not be avoided by an inaccuracy in the description 
given to him, will be destroyed, if the Court permits 
itself to speculate, without proof, upon what may have 
been the object of the testator in giving the legacy. In 
Standenv. Sianden{a)j it was impossible to ascertain 
what the testator w*ould have done if he had known that 
the legatee was illegitimate, or in Schloss v. Stiebel{b\ 
if he had foreseen that he should die before his mar- 
riage with the person he describes as his wife. The 
Court, therefore, must be satisfied that the assumed 
character was the motive for the bounty. That the 
testator was much attached to the legatee is evident 
from the provisions of the will; but that such attachment 
existed only upon the supposition that she was un- 
married, or that his desire of benefiting her would have 
ceased if he had known of her being married, is not esta- 
blished. 

I am, therefore, of opinion that the testator's misap- 
prehension as to the situation of the legatee does not 
invalidate the legacies to her, and, consequently, that 
she is entitled to the 500/., and that the 2000/. legacy is 
free from this objection. But, as to this legacy, it is 
said that the ternfs of the gift exclude the legatee, being 

a married 
(a) 2 r«. jun, 5819. {b) 6 Sim, 1. 

Vol. V. M 
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1839. a married woman, from claiming it. It is^ first, to be 
considered what would have been the interest of the 
legatee in the 2000/. if she had not been married. It 
is a gift of the 2000/. to trustees, upon trust to invest 
it in the public funds, and to pay the dividends to her 
so long as she shall continue single and unmarried, with 
a direction that if she sells, assigns, disposes of, or an- 
ticipates such dividends, the bequest shall be revoked, 
and that thereupon the 2000/. shall become part of the 
residue. If, therefore, she had been single and un« 
married, and had so remained, she would have been 
entitled to the dividends, without any limitation of time. 
Her interest would not have been determinable by her 
death, but (independently of the forfeiture upon alien- 
ation) only by her ceasing to be single and unmarried. 
This is different from a gift of dividends during widow- 
hood. The state of widowhood must determine with 
the life of the widow; but the gift, so long as the 
legatee shall remain single and unmarried, must be 
considered as requiring the act of marriage to determine 
the interest. This gift, therefore, is of the dividends 
of stock, without limitation as to time, which carries 
the stock itself; Hale v. Befk (a), Philipps v. Chamber^ 
laine{b)f Billing v. Billing (c)^ Elian v. Sheppard {d\ 
Page v. LeapingwelL {e) 

It was contended, that the direction to pay the dividends 
to the legatee so long as she shall remain single and 
unmarried, was a limitation, and not a condition. In 
Marplcs v. Bainbridge(^g)^ Sir T. Plumer rejected the 
distinction. His judgment upon that point has been 
objected to ; and in this case, the distinction does not 
appear to me to be material, because, if the situation of 
the legatee does not make the legacy altogether void, 

which 

(o) 2 Eden, 229. (rf) 1 Bro, C. C. 532. 

{b) 4 Vet, 51.; see 58. (<?) 18 Vet, 463. 

(c) 5 Sim. 232. {g) I Madd. 590.; see 592. 
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which I think it does not, this provision must be re- 
jected as inapplicable. To consider the being single 
as a condition precedent would be inconsistent with 
the cases which have decided that an error in de- 
scribing the status of the legatee does not avoid the 
legacy; and if it be considered as a condition subsequent, 
or as a limitation until marriage, the gift is not affected 
by it. In Crommelin v. Crommelin (a) provisions in a 
father's will respecting his daughter's marriage, were 
held not to apply to a daughter who, having married in 
her father's lifetime, after his death married a second 
time. In Bird v. Hunsdon (&), a direction to pay 
interest to maintain a legatee so long as she remained 
single, with a gift over upon her death, was held to give 
to the legatee the interest for life, notwithstanding her 
marriage. In that case, considerable violence was done 
to the directions of the testator, to effectuate his apparent 
general intent. In this case, all that is necessary to 
carry his general intent in favour of the legatee into 
effect, is to reject a provision inapplicable to the real 
situation of the legatee. There is no gift over, upon 
marriage or upon death, but only upon alienation, which 
is void, because inconsistent with the interest given. 

This case is certainly very peculiar in its circumstances; 
but, for these reasons, I am of opinion that the decree 
of the Vice Chancellor was right in declaring that the 
Plaintiff was absolutely entitled to the 500/. and 2000/. ; 
and if so, the Defendants cannot object to the other 
directions, which do not affect them, but are necessary 
in consequence of the situation of the Plaintiff being that 
of a married woman deserted by her husband. 

The case is certainly one of considerable difficulty; but 
after one decision upon it, which I think right, I cannot 
make the legatee bear even her own expenses of a second 
discussion. I, therefore, dismiss the appeal, with costs. 

(«) 3 Ves. 997. ib) 2 SivansL 542. 

M 2 
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BETWEEN 

FebA2.u.2i. NIVEN KERR and EDWARD HENRY CHAP- 
MAN - - - - Plaintiffs; 

AND 

JOHN REW and KARL GUSTAV KRUGER 

Defendants. 

Abillofdi«- riiHIS was an appeal from an order of the Vice 



T 



of the defence "*" Chancellor, allowing a demurrer of the Defendant 

to an action at Krmer to the PlaintiflF's bill, 
law cannot be ° 

maintained 

against a ^j^^ ^^-^^ ^^^^^^ ^j^^j. ^1,^ plaintiffs were two of the 
person inter- 
ested in the directors of the Indemnity Mutual Marine Assurance 

he*i8"a' par^* Company, and that the Defendant Rew^ on or about the 

to the record 1st of September 1837, effected, in his own name, with 

In an action the Plaintiffs, acting on behalf of the Company, a policy 

on a policy of ^f assurance of that date, for the sum of 175/. upon 
marine m- , *^ 

surance bristles, laden or to be laden on board a ship called 

brought bjr « rpj^^ Gustav," at or from Dantzic to Hull, and that 

the agent in ' ' 

y^hose name the insurance included perils of the seas : 

the policy was 

effected, the 

person named That the Defendant Kruger claimed to be solely and 

in the declar- , . , . , . n i n • i . • *. 

ation as the exclusively mterested m all benent to be derived from 

assired is not ^^^ P«'»cy, and that the Defendants Rew and Kruger 

to be con- had produced certain papers to the Plaintiffs and to the 

partjTto^the Assurance Company, in support of a claim made by the 

record at law. Defendants respectively, as after mentioned, for the full 

liable to a bill amount insured by the policy ; and that by one of such 

of discovery, papers, purporting to contain extracts from the log 

books on board the ship, it was stated that there were 

on board, previously to and on the 4th of September 1837, 

amongst other goods and merchandise, the goods and 

merchandises 




Rew, 
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merchandises mentioned and described in the policy, 
and to the amount mentioned in the policy. 

' The bill then stated various particulars as appearing 
from the papers before mentioned, shewing that the 
vessel set sail from Dantzic on the 4th of September 
1887, with the insured cargo on board, and that on the 
11th o( September she had sprung a leak, and that on 
the 13th oi September she foundered, and was lost. 

The bill then stated, that the Plaintiffs and the Com- 
pany had, recently, and long since the policy was effected, 
discovered, as the fact and truth was, that the ship was 
unseaworthy at the time she left Dantzic upon the before- 
mentioned insured voyage, and was utterly incapable, 
from such unseaworthiness, of performing the voyage : 

That the Plaintiffs and the Company had, recently, 
and long since the policy was effected, discovered, as 
the fact and truth was, that the goods and merchandises 
mentioned in the policy were not on board when the 
ship left Dantzic; or that if they had been put on board, 
they had been unshipped, and were not on board when 
she was lost : 

That the alleged shipment of the goods was a fraudu- 
lent shipment: 

That, on or about the 19th oi June last, an action was 
commenced, in the Court of Exchequer of Pleas, against 
the Plaintiffs, for the purpose of recovering, from the 
Plaintiffs and the Company, the sum of 175/. upon the 
policy ; and that the action was commenced in the name 
of the Defendant Rew ; and that a declaration had been 
delivered in such action, and that in such declaration it 
was averred that the policy was duly made and executed, 

M 3 and 




156 CASES IN CHANCERY. 

1840. and that the policy was made by him Hew as ihe agent 
of Kruger^ and for his use and benefit, and that, after- 
wards, on the 11th of September 1837, JRew paid for 
the use of the Company, at their office, 9/. 3s. 9d. as 
such premium and consideration as in the declaration 
mentioned, and that Kruger was then and from thence 
continued afterwards, until and at the time of the loss 
thereafter mentioned, interested in the goods to a large 
amount, viz., to the amount of all the monies by him 
insured or caused to be insured thereon, and that the 
ship was, by the perils and dangers of the seas, and 
by tempestuous weather, foundered and destroyed. 

The bill charged that the ship was perfectly unsea* 
worthy when she sailed from Dantzic on the 4th of 
September^ 1837, and of very small value; and that so it 
would appear, if the Defendants would set forth various 
particulars specified in the bill ; and that the Plaintiffs 
had lately discovered, as the fact and truth was, that the 
ship was the same vessel as one which, in the year 
1836, its owner or owners proposed to another Com- 
pany, namely, the Alliance Marine Assurance Company, 
for insurance for 600/., which was then considerably 
more than her value, and that that Company refused to 
insure her, and that she had not been repaired in or 
since 1836; and that so it would appear, if certain 
specified particulars were set forth. 

The bill then, after stating a pretence that a very 
valuable cargo, consisting of bones and bristles, was 
shipped on board the vessel at Dantzic^ and remained 
on board till the ship sank, charged the contrary, and 
that so it would appear, if various specified particulars 
were set forth. 



The 
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The bill then charged that the policy was made by 1840. 
Eew only as the agent of Kjtiger^ and for his use and 
benefit, and not for any use or benefit to Rew^ and that 
Rew had iiot, nor ever had, any interest in the ship or 
in the cargo or freight thereof; but that in all the 
matters and transactions before mentioned, he had 
acted on behalf and for the benefit and as agent of, 
Kruger; and that such interest of Kruger in the policy 
had continued from the time of the making the policy 
until the present time, and that no person except Kruger 
had ever claimed or now claimed any interest in the 
policy; and that Kruger had made divers other insur- 
ances upon the ship and her cargo and freight ; and 
that such several insurances far exceeded the total 
amount of interest which Kruger had now or ever had 
in the ship and in her cargo and freight ; and that so it 
would appear if Kruger would set forth certain parti- 
culars mentioned in the bill. 

The bill further charged that the bristles were of an 
inferior quality, and of inconsiderable value ; and that 
certain particulars with reference to them ought to be 
set forth ; and that when the ship sailed from Dantzic 
her crew was insufficient and in bad health ; and that 
certain particulars with respect to them ought to be 
answered by the Defendants ; and that the crew were 
inexperienced ; and that the carpenter did not under- 
stand his business ; and that it appeared from the ship's 
papers that she left Elsinore on the 9th' of September^ in 
company with fifty sail, all of which were exposed to 
the same weather to which she was exposed, and that 
none of them were lost. 

The bill further charged that the action so brought 
as before mentioned in the name of Rem^ had been 
brought at the expense and for the benefit of Kruger by 

M 4 Rem; 
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1840. Rew; or else that Kruger had brought it in the name of 
"^"^^^^^^ SeWf and by virtue of a power of attorney from Rew; 
V. or else that Kruger^ or some person or persons on his 

behalf, had brought the action and served the declar- 
ation therein on behalf of the Defendants and for the 
benefit of Kruger^ without any authority and without the 
knowledge and privity of Rew ; and it charged that 
Rew had no interest whatever in the action, and that no 
communication with respect to the same had ever taken 
place between Rew and the person or persons bringing 
the action, or any one of them. 

The bill then charged that Kn^er resided and was 
then at Dantzic, out of the jurisdiction of this Court; 
and that Kruger never came within the jurisdiction of 
this Court ; but that, on the contrary, he took care to 
remain without the limits of such jurisdiction, in order 
that he might not be compelled to give discovery on 
the matters before mentioned ; and that he well knew 
that such discovery would supply the Plaintifis with a 
valid defence to the action. 

The bill then charged that some letters or cor- 
respondence had passed between the Defendants and 
the commander and mate of the ship and the sailors 
employed upon board and some other persons residing 
at Dantzicy Fahrsund^ and elsewhere, on the subject of 
the matters before mentioned, or some of them, or in 
some manner respecting the ship and her alleged cargo; 
and that the Defendants had in their possession such 
correspondence and various other particulars, by which, 
if produced, the matters mentioned in the bill, or som6 
of them, would appear; but that the Defendants re- 
fused to produce the same, or to make any discovery 
thereof; and that there were divers persons at Dantzic^ 
Fahrsund^ and elsewhere abroad, who would be able to 

prove 
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prove the matters before mentioned, or some of them, ] 840. 
and whose testimony it would be very material for the 
Plaintiffs to have, on the trial of the action ; but that the 
Defendants refused to allow any time for producing 
such testimony, and that they threatened and intended 
to proceed immediately to trial in the action, and after- 
wards to judgment and execution against the Plaintiffs, 
unless restrained by injunction. 

The prayer of the bill was, that the Defendants might 
make a full and true discovery touching all the matters 
before mentioned ; and that one or more commission 
or commissions might issue out of this Court for the 
examination of the Plaintiffs' witnesses at DantziCf 
Fakrsund, and elsewhere aBroad, to the end that the 
Plaintiffs might have the benefit of the testimony of 
such witnesses at the trial of the action ; and that, in the 
mean time, the Defendants might be restrained, by in- 
junction, from proceeding in the action, and from com- 
mencing any other action or proceeding at law against 
the Plaintiffs* or against the Indemnity Mutual Marine 
Assurance Company, or any members or member 
thereof, touching the matters before mentioned. 

To this bill the Defendant Kruger, on the 19th of 
August 1839, put in a demurrer, assigning, as grounds 
of demurrer, first, want of equity, and, secondly, that 
the discovery and injunction sought by the bill related 
to distinct actions between different parties. The latter 
ground of demurrer was abandoned. 

The Vice Chancellor having allowed the demurrer, 
the Plaintiffs appealed from his Honour's decision. 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Calvert^ in support of the 
appeal, referred to the stats. 19 G. 2. c. 37. and 

28 G. 3. 
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1840. 28 G. 3. c. b^.^ and to the cases of Bell v. jfynsl(y{a)f 
Bell V. Smitk (b), Fenn v. Granger (c), .H^r v. M^ /«- 
habitants of Wobum {d)^ Rex v.Hard'mck{e)y PhiUippi on 
Evidence^ vol. i. p. 74. third edition, Dcmden v. Faa}le{g)i 
Fenton v. Hughes (A), /mng v. Thompson (i), Gi^ t. 
Soares and the Queen of Portugal {k)j Shackett t. 3fa- 
caulayil)^ Chimelli v. C4aww/(m), Bromley v.HoUand («), 
Kensington y. White (p)^ Hylton v. M^an(;7)9 fVorratt 
V. Jbn^5 (y), Starkie on Evidence (r), Solomons v. jBait£ gf 
England (5), Whitworth v. Z>flW5 (0> Powell v. y<?a//5 («), 
Guppy V. jRjw (»), Bishop of London v. Fytche. (w) 

Mr. 5/t^r/ and Mr. Willcock^ in support of the de- 
murrer, referred to Zbo/A v. 2)^an anrf Chapter qfCan* 
terbury (a:), Gfyn v. Soares (y), Hanson v. Parker, {z) 

Mr. MichardSy in reply. 



The points made in argument sufficiently appear 
from the Lord Chancellor's judgment. 



i?Vi. 21. ^^ Lord Chancellor. 

In this case the policy of insurance was in the name 

of Mr. Rew : the action is brought by Rew against the 

underwriters. 

(a) 16 East, 141. (o) 5 Price^ 164. 

{6) 5 iarn. 4- Cress. 188. (/>) 6 r«. 993. 

(c) 3 Cfljwp. 177. iq) 7 -»««g. 395. 

(d) 10 East, 595. . (r) Vol. II. p. 23. 
(<?) 11 East, 578. (#) 13 East, 155. 
(g) 4 Campbell, 38. (/) 1 Fe«. 4* B. 545. 
(A) 7 Ftf«. 287. (tt) 9 5im. 25, cited. 

(t) 9 Sim. 17. (v) ^are on Discovery, 126. 

(Ar) 1 ro. 4- CW. Eachr. Rep. (w) 1 -Bro. C. C. 96. 

644. and 653. (x) 3 iStfti. 49. 

(/) 2 5im. 4- 5/. 79. ly) 3 Jfcfy. 4* i>«i, 45a 

im) Younge,SOQ. («) 1 Wilson^ 257. 
(n) 7 r«. 3. 
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underwriters. The declaration alleges that the policy IS^O. 
was made by Reio as agent for Kruffer, and that Kruger 
was and is interested in the goods insured. The bill 
of discovery is filed by the underwriters against Rew 
and Kruger^ alleging that Kruger was and is exclusively 
interested. A general demurrer is put in by Kruger ; 
and the question is, whether a bill of discovery can be 
supported against the assured, the action being by their 
agent, but alleging interests in them. 

There are two questions to be considered : first, 
whether bills of discovery can be supported against 
persons interested, though not parties to the record at 
law? secondly, whether, in this case, the assured can be 
considered as parties to the record ? 

As to the first, it is to be observed that bills of dis« 
covery in aid of the defence to an action are permitted 
as a means of defe^ice against the antagonist at law, by 
obtaining from him the means of defence, and not for 
the purpose of procuring evidence. It is now nearly 
forty years since Lord Eldon^ in Fenton v. Ht^hes^ re- 
ported in 7th Vesey^ 287., allowed the demurrer of the 
Defendant Bate to a bill of discovery, which alleged 
that he, Bate^ was interested in the success of the 
action, and was to be entitled to all or some part of the 
money to be recovered thereby, and he was or would 
be liable to pay all or some part of the costs, in case 
Hughes, the Plaintiff in the action, should not recover ; 
according to the statement in the bill as made by 
the Vice Chancellor in Irving v. Thompson, {a) Lord 
Eldon observed that Bate could not be a witness for the 
Plaintiff at law, on account of his interest, but that the 
Defendant might examine him, and that the superior 

advantage 

(a) 9lh Simons, 17.; see p. 23. 
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1840. advantage of a discovery by answer, particularly as to 
the production of papers, was not sufficient to make an 
exception to the rule, that a bill of discovery would 
not lie against a mere witness. This case is of the 
highest authority. Lord Eldon went fully into the 
subject, and his judgment was according to all the 
former precedents. In 1803, the case of the Mayor of 
London v. Levy (a), and, in 1808, the case of i> Tester 
V. TAe Margravine of Anspach (i), laid down the rule 
in the same way. 

In 1813 Sir Thomas Plumer acted upon these cases iu 
Powell V. YeattSj as stated by the Vice Chancellor in his 
judgment in Irving v. Thompson; as he did, in the same 
year, in Whitworth v. Davis, (c) The Vice Chancellor, 
in Tooth v. The Dean and Chapter of Canterbury {d\ and 
Lord Lyndhurst^ in Few v. Guppy^ reported in Mr. Haris 
book on Discovery (e), recognized and acted on the 
authority of Fenton v. Hughes. In 1835, in the case of 
Glyn V. Soares {g) at the Rolls, I considered the rule as 
clearly settled; and in 1839 the Vice Chancellor, in Irving 
V. Thompson^ reviewed all the cases and acted upon the 
rule. It can add nothing to the weight of this series of 
authorities for me to say, speaking from an experience 
of more than thirty-five years, that I have no recollec- 
tion, till very lately, of having ever heard any doubt 
suggested as to the rule of Courts of Equity on this sub- 
ject ; and, until certain cases occurred which are now 
under review [h\ no decision or dictum is to be found 

favourable to any such doubt. 

Some 
(a) 8 Vetey, 398. (A) See the case of Glyn v. 

(A) 15 Veteyy 159. Soares and the Queen of Portugal, 

(c) I r.^B. 545. 1 T.^C, Exch, Rep. 644. 655., 

(d) 5 Simons, 49. which was at this time under 
(<?) Guppy V. Few and Few v. appeal in Dom. Proc. See 1 

Guppy, 126. WeU'i Rep. 258. and 7 CL 4r 

(g) 3 Mylne Sf Keen, 450. Fm, p. ^6^. 
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Some observations of Lord Hardwicke, in Plummer v. 
May {a)y have been relied on against these authorities ; 
but it is obvious the bill, in that case, was a bill for 
relief, Loi:d Hardwicke saying there were charges in the 
bill, which, if proved, would entitle the Plaintiff to a 
decree against the Defendant for an account. The 
Bishop of London v. Fytche (J) has been mentioned as 
an instance in which a bill of discovery was filed against 
a Defendant not a party to the action at law. I have 
caused the Registrar's Books to be searched, and I find, 
on examining them, that the report in Brcrnn is erro- 
neous, and that Mr. Eyre^ the clerk, who is stated in 
Brown to have been a party Defendant, was not a party 
to that bilk 

The case of Dummer v. The Corporation qfChippen^ 
ham (c) was also referred to ; but Lord Eldon^s obser- 
vations in p. 250. only shew that, in his opinion, the 
principle of permitting the Plaintiff in a suit against a 
Corporation, to seek discovery from an officer of the 
Corporation, might be extended to individual members 
of it Batch v. Wastalt (d) appears to have been a bill 
for relief, and not for discovery only; and the object was 
to make the assets in the hands of the Defendant liable 
to the Plaintiff's judgment. The cases of oflBcers of 
corporations have obviously no application to the pre- 
sent case. Angei stein v. Wentworth [e) does not prove 
much ; but, as far as it goes, it is an authority in favour 
of the rule. 

If such be the rule in the general cases of parties in- 
terested, though not parties to the record at law, is the 

case 

(a) 1 Vet. Sen. 426. (d) 1 Peere Williams, 445. 

(6) 1 Brown, C. C. 96. (<•) 1 Fowfer, 227. p. 258., 1st 

(c) 14 Vet, 245. ed. 
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1 840. case of the assured, not parties to an action on the policy, 
within the rule? In what respect does their situation 
differ from that of the Defendant BatCt in Fenton v. 
Hughes P In that case, the demurrer admitted that 
Bate was interested in the success of the action, and was 
to be entitled to all or some part of the money to be 
recovered thereby ; 'which is precisely the case of the 
assured. They are, indeed, named on the record, bat 
not as parties ; being so named only in compliance with 
the provisions of the statute. It was argued that the 
assured, being so named, was in the situation of the lessor 
of a Plaintiff in ejectment; the difference is, that the 
lessor of the Plaintiff is, in all respects, considered a 
party to the record, and the assured is not ; the best 
proof of which is, that he may be examined as a witness 
for the underwriters. Lord Abinger^ in Glyn v. Soares 
and the Queen of Potiiigal (a), stated this to be the 
clear rule at law; and, as this proposition was questioned 
at the bar, I have taken the benefit of consulting the 
highest authority on that subject, who fully concurs 
with Lord Abinger in that opinion. 

A proposicion was then stated, which is, I believe, 
entirely new, that a bill of discovery might be filed 
against any person whose admission might be used at 
law, in favour of the Plaintiff to the bill. No authority, 
except the recent case of Glyn v. Soares and the Queen 
of Portugal, was cited for this purpose, and very little 
attention to the rules of law as to receiving admissions 
as evidence, will shew that the proposition is wholly 
untenable; but what affords the clearest answer to this 
argument is, that, in Fenton v. Hughes, the declarations 
of Bate, assuming the facts to be as stated in the bill, 

and 
(a) See 1 r. 4- CoU. Exch, Rep. 655. 
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and admitted by the demurrer, would* have been admis- 1840. 
sible in favour of the Plaintiff to the bill of discovery. 

It was then argued, that examining the person as a 
witness who may have important papers and documents 
in his possession is far less effectual than obtaining his 
answer to a bill of discovery ; but all this was con- 
sidered by Lord Eldon in Fenton v. Hughes ; yet he held 
that those considerations, though well founded, did not 
justify filing a bill of discovery against the person who 
might be examined as a witness. 

It was, in the last place, contended that a practice had 
existed in the Exchequer, within the last fifteen years, 
of filing bills of discovery against the assured who are 
not parties to the record at law. 

I am not very competent to say what has taken place 
in the Exchequer within the last fifteen years; but I 
think I may venture to be very confident that no 
such practice existed for the twenty years which pre- 
ceded those fifteen years; in fact, it never was the 
practice, during that period, at least, to file a bill of 
discovery at all: the bills always prayed relief. To 
satisfy myself of the correctness of my recollection on 
this subject, I have lopked through very many pre- 
cedents which, from the names attached to them, must 
cover a large portion of a century ; and I find but one 
bill of discovery, and that, under circumstances by no 
means applicable to the present case; all the others 
prayed relief. 

I cannot, therefore, but think that the bills in the 
Exchequer against the assured, which have been sup- 
posed to be bills of discovery only, were, in fact, bills 
for relief; and if they were bills for discovery, I cannot 

doubt 
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184;0. doubt that the practice which has been adopted was 
permitted to continue through inadvertence. 

The case of Vandam v. Munro {a) would appear, 
from the report, to be the case of a bill of discovery ; if 
it is, it would be an instance of such a bill being filed 
against the assured not parties to the record at law. 
Considering the practice which was generally adopted in 
such cases, it is most probable that that bill also prayed 
relief. 

It was said, that not permitting bills of discovery to 
be filed against the assured, would promote fraud, as 
the agent who efiects the insurance cannot be supposed 
to possess the documents, or to have any important 
discovery to make. But this evil the Court has the 
power, in a great measure, of averting, by granting 
commissions when necessary; whereas, by permitting 
bills of discovery to be filed against the absent assured, 
and thereby staying proceedings in the action by 
the agent who efiPected the policy, until such absent 
assured had answered the bill, a ready means would 
be afforded, in every instance of a foreign insurance, to 
delay and probably defeat the remedy against the Under- 
writer, to the great injury of the assured in many par- 
ticular cases, and to the great discouragement of foreign 
merchants to effect insurances in this country. 

I think, therefore, the decision of the Vice Chancellor 
in Irving v. Thompson is correct in principle, and in 
conformity with*all authority. I, therefore, adopt the 
same rule of decision in this case, and allow the demurrer. 

(a) 2 Anstruiher, 502. 
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18S9. 



BETWEEN 

JOHN MUNDY the younger - - Plaintiff; ^^^^ 27. 

^ ^ March 1. 

AND Nov. 5. 

HYLTON JOLLIFFE, and Sir WILIJAM 
GEORGE HYLTON JOLLIFFE, Bart. 

Defendants. 

THIS was a bill filed by a tenant against his landlord. Specific per- 
/ ° forraanceofa 

lor the specinc performance of a parol agreement parol ngree- 

to grant a lease, on the ground of part performance of "f^^ge^en-^"' 

the agreement on the part of the tenant. forced against 

tbe intended 
landlord, on 
The bill stated that, in and for some time previously the ground of 
1 1 r ▼ 1 -Tki • ^nr* • i part perform- 

to the month of January 1826, the Plamtifr occupied a ance, and on 

farm called Lylands. in the parish of Buriton. which is evidence con- 

*^ ' '^ ' ^ sistingofame- 

part of the bovough of Petenjield^ in Hampshire^ as morandum by 

tenant from year to year, of the Defendant, Hylton JoU |{j® IfJJoUet 

liffij at the yearly rent of 120/., without being bound to timony of a 

repair the buildings, or to drain the land ; and that in ^n^nS die 

the month of Janua)y 1826, the Plaintiff and the De- ^''aft of a 

fendant Hylton Jollvffe^ and Mr. Hector his steward, pared by the 

met upon the farm ; and that it was then agreed, that lan^^ord's 

the Plaintiff should have a lease of the farm for fourteen though the 

years from the 29th of September 1825, determinable by "^^^^ °^^® 

either party at the end of the first seven years on giving vided that the 
, , . , . . /.,^^» 1 tenant should 

SIX months notice, at the existmg rent ot 120/., and upon j^ ^n act for 

the terms of the Plaintiff undertaking, at his own ex- |^he landlord's 

° benefit, which 

pense, well and effectually to drain the lands upon the was not men- 
farm, and to lay down into pasture the only piece of lanj^ordVme- 

arable land which the farm contained, and to keep the morandum or 

1 .11. the witness's 

buildings testimony. 
Observations on part performance as a ground for avoiding tbe operation of the 
Statute of Frauds. 

Observations on the landlord's setting up, as a defence, that the tenant had done 
acts which would be breaches of the covenants of the intended lease. 

Vol. V. N 
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1839. buildings in repair, the Defendant HyUon JoUiffe finding 
the timber ; and that thereupon the Defendant Hylton 
JoUiffe gave instructions in writing to Mr. Hector for the 
preparation of the lease, and that such instructions were 
in the terms following : — ^^ Mundyy junior, to have a 
lease for seven or fourteen years, to be found timber 
for repairs, and to put down tile and stone drains, in all 
the fields necessary, at bis own expense ; to stand at the 
present ;*ent." 

The bill also stated that the draft of the lease was 
prepared by a clerk of Mr. Hector^ and under bis direc- 
tions, but that in consequence of Mr. Hector soon after- 
wards retiring firom the stewardship, the lease was never 
engrossed or executed, and that the Plaintifi* bad lately 
discovered such to be the case, and that the drafi; of the 
lease still remained in the possession of the Defendants, 
or one of them ; and that the Plaintiiff, in part perform- 
ance of the agreement for the lease, drained the lands 
of the farm, laid the piece of arable land into pasture, 
and repaired the buildings according to the agreement ; 
and that, in the draining and repairs, he expended 150/L, 
besides his own skill and labour, and besides the expense 
of laying the arable land into pasture ; and that on the 
25th of March 1835, the Plaintifi* received a notice to 
quit at Michaelmas next, and that such notice was dated 
the 10th of March J and was signed by the Defendant 
Hylton JoUiffe^ and that the Plaintiff* then discovered, 
for the first time, that the lease bad never been engrossed 
or executed* 

The bill proceeded to state that the Defendant HyU 
ton JoUiffe^ and the other Defendant, Sir W. G. H. Jot- 
liffe, to whom the Defendant Hylton JoUiffe had lately 
conveyed his interest in the borough of Petersfield and 
also some share of his interest in the lands agreed to be 
demised to the Plaintiff*, had, in Michaelmas term 1835, 

commenced 
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commenced an action of ejectment against the Plainti£P, 1SS9. 
in which they had delivered a declaration, and which 
was then pending. 

The bill charged that, in the year 1885, the then 
steward of the Defendant HyUon JoUiffk appli^ to the 
Plaintiff to give up the piece of laiid formerly arable, 
which had been laid down into pasture, and which 
had been drained, and at the same time offered to make 
to the PlaintiflF a proper allowance for the expense of 
draining and laying it down, and to make a^ reduction of 
8/. per annum in the rent of the farm ; and that, the 
Plaintifit' having consented to those terms, the piece of 
land was accordingly given up. 

The Bill prayed that the Defendants might spe* 
cifically perform the agreement, and execute the lease, 
and might be restrained from prosecuting the action of 
ejectment, or any other proceeding at law against the 
Plaintiff. 

The Defendant Hylton JoUiffe^ by his answer, did 
not, in terms, insist upon the Statute of Frauds, but he 
stated tliat, although it was in contemplation in or about 
the year 1826 to grant to the Plaintiff a lease of the 
farm, no such lease was ever executed by him (the De* 
fendant), and that no memorandum or agreement for 
such lease was ever signed by him or by the Plaintiff: 
and that such lease never having been granted, nor any 
agreement for the same binding on either party either 
executed or signed, he believed that the Plaintiff did not, 
during his subsequent occupation of the farm, put down 
tiles and stones for draining, in all the fields necessary, 
at his own expense, or consider himself bound, or act as 
if he was bound, by the terms on which the Defendant 
had agreed to grant the Plaintiff a lease, and that he 

N 2 believed 
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1839. believed that the PlalntifF had not, during his occupation 
TJT^^^^"^'^ of the farm since 1826, paid the full rent intended to be 

MUNDY , ^ 

V. reserved in the lease, or put down the tiles and stones for 

oLLiFFE. draining the fields at his own expense; and that, on the 
contrary, the draining and other tiles, had been supplied 
to the Plaintiff at the Defendant's expense since the 
month oi January 1826, and that some sums of money 
had been paid on account of the Defendant for repairs 
of buildings on the farm after 1826 ; and that the Plain- 
tifiP had been allowed various deductions out of his rent, 
and in particular that the expenses incurred by the 
Plaintiff in draining and in laying down the arable land 
into pasture, and in repairs, had been allowed to the 
Plaintiff out of his rent, and that although the lease, 
as stated in the Plaintiff's bill, purported to contain 
a covenant, on the Plaintiff's part, not to grub up 
hedges or fences, the PlaintiflF had grubbed up two ends 
of a quickset hedge, and had cut down the remainder 
of the hedge close to the ground, by which the farm had 
been materially injured; and that although, according to 
the draft lease, the Plaintiff was to do the draining 
within the two first years of the term, very little of it 
was done, until the year 1831 or 1832; and that, al- 
though the draft lease purported to contain a cove- 
nant to use on the farm all the manure produced on 
it, the Plaintiff almost always removed the manure 
made on the farm to another farm, which did not belong 
to the Defendant, and that after the Plaintiff had re- 
ceived notice to quit the farm/ he had removed all 
the manure then on the farm to other lands, not the 
property of the Defendant. 

The notice to quit, and the action of ejectment, and 
the sale of the lands from the one Defendant to the 
other, were admitted by the answers of the respective 
Defendants* 

The 
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The Plaintiff proved, by the examination of witnesses, 1 839. 
that Mr. Hector was the steward of the Defendant ^"^T^^^^^ 

MUNDY 

Hylton Jolliffe for many years, until after the month of jo. 

January 1826. He also proved, by examining Mr. JoI'Liffb. 
Hector as a witness, that the meeting alleged in the 
bill took place between the Plaintiff and the Defendant 
Hylton JoUiffe and the witness, and that an agreement 
for a lease was then verbally made in certain terms 
stated by the witness, which corresponded with the terms 
stated in the bill, except that, as to the draining, the wit- 
ness stated the agreement to be that the Plaintiff should 
drain the farm where necessary ; and he proved, as an 
exhibit, a paper of memorandums, in the Defendant's 
(Hyltofi Jolliffh^s) handwriting, but unsigned, given to 
him by the Defendant on the 15th of January 1826, in 
which was a memorandum in terms corresponding with 
those stated in the bill (a); and the witness stated that 
before he relinquished his stewardship, he caused to be 
prepared the draft of a lease in pursuance of the instruc- 
tions contained in the memorandum. He identified, as 
exhibits, the draft, and also a fair copy of it made by 
his clerk, and said he was unable to state why the 
lease was never executed ; but be believed it must have 
arisen, so far as he was concerned) from a pressure of 
other business, and from his being then about to retire 
altogether from professional business. 

The draft lease, proved as an exhibit, contained, 
besides the stipulations mentioned in the memoran- 
dum, covenants to lay down the piece of arable land into 
pasture, and not to grub up hedges or fences except 
for the purposes of making or repairing them, and, after 
the whole of the land should be laid down into pasture, 

then 

(a) The memorandum stated the length of the term thus : '< 7-14 
years." 

N 3 
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1839. then to spread on the land all the manure to be made 
of the hay to be cut on the premises, except in the last 
year of the term ; and, in the last year, to leave all the 
manure of the former year, and also to feed oertun 
cattle in the last year on the lands, or otherwise to 
bring on the land certain quantities of manure. The 
stipulation, in the draft lease, as to draining, was to drain 
all and every part of the arable and pasture land. 

The Plaintiff proved, by the examination of witnesses, 
that he had laid down the piece of land into pasture in 
the year 1B27 ; that he had done the draining and the 
repairs by the end of the year 1828, or thereabouts; 
and that the only allowances made to him for draining 
or repairs were for draining a piece of bog ground not 
forming part of the same holding as the farm in ques- 
tion, and for materials used to repair the damage occa- 
sioned by a tempest. He proved that the hedge men- 
tioned in the Defendant's answer had been grubbed up 
by the permission of the steward for the time being of 
the Defendant (Hylton Jolliffe)^ and that such permission 
was given upon the ground that the hedge was injurious 
to the farm. He proved that whatever manure had been 
removed from the farm had been manure made from 
straw and fodder not grown upon the farm ; and that, 
in the opinion of various witnesses, it was not contrary 
to the course of good husbandry to do so; and that he 
had, at various times, purchased manure for the farm; 
and that, after being served with notice to quit, the 
whole of the manure then on the farm was spread upon 
it, and that none was removed from the iarm after notice 
to quit 

The Defendant Hylton Jolliffe cross-examined the 
Plaintiff's witnesses, and also examined witnesses of 
ins own ; but did not, by so doing, affect the evidence 
which has been stated in this report. 

The 
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The cause came on to be heard before the Vice- 
Chancellor, who dismissed the bill, with costs, (a) 

^ MUNDY 

V, 

The Plaintiff now appealed from his Honor's decision. Jolliffe. 

T^e Solicitor-Generali Mr. Wakefield^ and Mr. DucJc- 
imrth^ for the Plaintiff. 

Mr. Jacob, Mr. Wigram, and Mr. Lqfttis Wigram, for 
the Defendants. 



The Lord Chancellor. jVb©. s. 

The bill seeks a specific performance of a verbal con- 
tract for a lease, founded upon part performance. The 
contract, as stated in the bill, is for a lease for fourteen 
years, from the 29th oi September 1825, determinable by 
either party at the end of the first seven years, upon six 
months' notice. The rent 120/. The lessee well and 
effectually to drain the lands, and to lay down a piece of 
arable into pasture, and to put and keep the buildings 
in good and substantial repair, the landlord finding 
timber for the tenant. 

The tenant's bill has been dismissed, with costs, by 
the Vice-Chancellor, upon the ground that there was 
not evidence of a concluded agreement ; and, at the 
bar, it has been contended that the evidence does not 
prove the agreement as stated in the bill. This is the 
only question to be inquired into ; because, if an agree- 
ment be proved, there is no doubt of the part perform- 
ance. The drainage and the repairs are distinctly 
proved, and the Defendant, who did not attempt to 
disprove the fact, has wholly failed in proving the case 
set up in his answer, of such works having been done at 
his expense. Of the contract so stated in the bill, there 

is 
{a) A short report of the case will be found in 9 Sim. 413. 
N 4 
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1839. 



MUNDY 
JOLLIFFE. 



is evidence^ first, of the Defendant's own memorandum 
of instructions given by him to his steward in these 
words: — "ilfMnc^, junior, to have a lease for 7-14? 
years, to be found timber for repairs, and to put down 
tile and stone drains in all the fields necessary at his 
own expense ; to stand at the present rent." This me- 
morandum is not the agreement itself, or binding upon 
the tenant ; but it is evidence, against the landlord, of 
what it contained ; and it does, in fact, provide for ail 
the terms of the agreement as stated, except as to laying 
down the piece of arable land. It proves, first, the 
rent agreed upon ; secondly, the term to be fourteen 
years, determinable at the end of seven, by the words 
"7-14';" thirdly, that the tenant was to do repairs, by 
the provision that the landlord was to find timber for that 
purpose ; fourthly, that the tenant was to drain the lands. 
The bill says, well and effectually, which the landlord 
considered to be with tile and stone. The next piece of 
evidence is the draft of a lease, prepared by the steward 
of the landlord, which includes the provisions as to 
laying down the arable land into pasture. The next 
evidence is, the deposition of Mr. Hectoi\ who was 
present when the contract was made between the land- 
lord and the tenant, and which corresponds with the 
statement in the bill and in the memorandum as to the 
provisions of the agreement, but is silent as to the pro- 
visions for laying down the arable into pasture. Such 
is the evidence, so far as it relates to the fact of a con- 
tract having been entered into, and the terms of it. 



As to the grounds upon which the bill was dismissed, 
namely, that no contract was ever concluded, it is, first, 
to be observed, that, upon this supposition, Mr. Hector 
must be guilty of the most deliberate perjury, and the 
landlord must be supposed to have given written in- 
structions to his steward to prepare a lease, specifying 
the terms, before such terms had been agreed upon, and 

the 
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the steward must have prepared the draft of a lease, 1839. 
with very minute stipulations between the landlord and 
tenant, no such stipulations having been agreed upon ; 
and the tenant must have expended very considerable 
sums, proved to have been far beyond what a tenant 
from year to year ever does expend, without any se- 
curity for the permanence of his tenure. 

Two circumstances are relied upon, in the judgment 
of the Vice- Chancellor, as shewing that there never was 
a binding agreement : — First, that the agreement, as 
stated in the bill, was to drain the lands, and the draft 
lease provided for draining all and every part of the 
arable and pasture land ; whereas the memorandum of 
instructions for the steward and the evidence of Mr. 
Hector speak only of draining the farm where neces- 
sary : and, secondly, the omission, in the memorandum, 
and in the evidence of Mr. Hector^ of the provision as to 
laying down the arable land into pasture. As to the 
first, I cannot discover any such discrepancy as to lead 
to a conclusion that no contract was concluded. An 
agreement to drain necessarily means to drain where ne- 
cessary, as an agreement to repair is to repair where 
repairs are required ; and that this was so understood, 
is exemplified by the act of the steward, who, under 
instructions to provide for draining in all the fields ne- 
cessary, inserted a covenant, in the draft lease, for drain- 
ing all and every part of the arable and pasture land. 
It is also to be observed, that the Flaintifi^ by his bill, 
states the contract most strongly against himself, and 
the Defendant has not proved any default in the Plain- 
tiff in not draining according to the contract. 

As to the provision for laying down the arable land 
into pasture, the Vice-chancellor has suggested that 
this was probably afterwards thought of by the steward. 
That may be so; but it was competent to the parties to 

add 
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1839. add to or vary the verbal contract; and if this pro- 
vision were afterwards added and agreed to by the 
parties, the altered agreement would not be the less 
binding upon the parties. This supposition, indeed, 
would explain how the memorandum and the deposi- 
tion of Mr. Hector^ who speaks to the meeting between 
the landlord and the tenant, are silent as to this pro- 
^ vision ; but the draft lease, being the act of the land- 
lord's agent, is evidence against him; and there is, 
besides, the fact of the tenant having been at the ex- 
pense of converting the arable piece of land into pas- 
ture, — all which affords evidence of this provision having 
been part of the ultimate contract; but if there had 
been no evidence of this, the statement of this provision 
would be against the tenant, and which it is proved he 
had performed. It, therefore, would introduce no dif- 
ficulty in doing justice between the parties. In the 
case of Gregory v. Mighell (a), the bill alleged, as part 
of the agreement, that the taxes and necessary repairs 
were to be borne by the tenant ; but this was not no- 
ticed by the witness who was present and proved the 
verbal agreement. Sir W. Grant decreed a specific 
performance upon the grounds, first, that the statement 
was an admission against the Plaintiff himself; and, 
secondly, that 'it was immaterial, the stipulation being 
for no more than the tenant nmst have done without it 
Both these grounds are to be found in this case. The 
statement is an admission against the Plaintiff himself, 
and is immaterial so far as relates to any thing remain- 
ing to be done. 

The Defendant has endeavoured to set up, as a de- 
fence, acts of the tenant which would have been breaches 
of the covenant, if a lease had been executed. In this I 
think he has wholly failed ; for instance, he charges the 

tenant 
(a) 18 Ves. 328, 
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tenant with having grubbed up a hedge, and it is 1889. 
proved to have been done with the approbation of his ^^••^V"^^ 

. MUNDY 

own steward. This ground of defence assumes the ex- v. 

istence of the agreement; and if, upon that supposition, Jolliffe. 
the landlord never complained of the conduct of his 
tenant, but permitted him to act upon the faith of the 
contract, it would require a strong case to enable the 
landlord to raise such objections, for the first time, when « 
the tenant claimed the benefit of it. 

In the view I take of the case, it is not necessary to 
advert further to the answer and to the defence there 
set up. Courts of Equity exercise their jurisdiction, in 
decreeing specific performance of verbal agreements, 
where there has been part performance, for the purpose 
of preventing the great injustice which would arise from 
permitting a party to escape from the engagements he has 
entered into, upon the ground of the Statute of Frauds^ 
after the other party to the contract has, upon the faith 
of sueh engagement, expended his money or otherwise 
acted in execution of the agreement Under such cir- 
cumstances, the Court will struggle to prevent such in- 
justice from being effected ; and, with that object, it has, 
at the hearing, when the Plaintiff has failed to establish 
the precise terms of the agreement, endeavoured to 
collect, if it can, what the terms of it really were. It 
is not necessary, in this case, to adopt any such course 
of proceeding; for I think an agreement for a lease 
sufficiently proved, and that acts of part performance are 
proved, so as to take the case out of the Statute of Frauds; 
and I think the defences set up have wholly failed. 

It follows that the decree of the Vice-Chancellor must 
be reversed, and that there miist be a decree for a specific 
performance of the agreement, as stated in the bill, and 
a reference to settle the lease, if the parties differ about 
it; and the Defendant must pay the costs of the suit. 
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BETWEEN 

HARRIET ELIZABETH MUNCH, since deceased. 

Plaintiff; 

AND 

* Sir CHARLES COCKERELL, Bart, since deceased, 

HENRY TRAIL, since deceased, ARCHIBALD 

FREDERICK PAXTON, HENRY PAXTON, 

and WILLIAM GILL PAXTON . Defendants, 

By original and amended bill ; 

AND BETWEEN 

GEORGE REID - - - - Plaintiff; 

AND 

Sir CHARLES COCKERELL, Bart, since deceased, 
HENRY TRAIL, since deceased, ARCHIBALD 
FREDERIC PAXTON, HENRY PAXTON, and 
WILLIAM GILL PAXTON - Defendants, 

By bill of revivor ; 

AND BETWEEN 

The said GEORGE REID - - Plaintiff, 

AND 

JOHN STUDHOLME BROWNRIGG, JAMES 
COSMO MELVILL, Sir CHARLES COCK- 
ERELL, Bart, since deceased; JOHN COCK- 
ERELL, and JAMES TRAIL HALL 

Defendants, 

By bill of of revivor ; 

AND BETWEEN 

The said GEORGE REID - - Plaintiff, 

AND 

MATTHEW DENZILOE and ELIZABETH 
ANN, his Wife, WILLIAM BEAUFOY LE 

GROS, 
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GROS, out of the jurisdiction of the Court, 18S9. 
GEORGE WILLIAM HA WES, ANN EVE- ""^^T^ 
LYN, and Sir CHARLES RUSHOUT COCK- 
ERELL, Bart. - - . Defendants, 

By bill of supplement and revivor ; 

AND BETWEEN 

The said GEORGE REID - - Plaintiff, 

AND 

LETITIA JANE DENZILOE, an Infant, by her 
Guardian - - . . Defendant, 

By bill of supplement ; 

AND BETWEEN 

Sir CHARLES RUSHOUT COCKERELL, Bart, 
JOHN STUDHOLME BROWNRIGG, and 
JAMES COSMO MELVILL - - Plaintiffs, 

AND 

The said GEORGE REID, ANN EVELYN, 
ARCHIBALD FREDERIC PAXTON, HENRY 
PAXTON, and WILLIAM GILL PAXTON 

Defendants, -^"^^ 5. 7. S. 
By cross bill, 

•^ 1840. 

Jan. aU 

nnniS cause came before the Lord Chancellor, upon Half of a trust 

two appeals — one by Sir Charles Rushout Cocker ell^ the trusts of a 

Bart., as the executor of Sir Charles CocJcerell^ Bart., settlement of 

deceased; and the other by the executors of Henry Trails settled by a 

deceased — ac^ainst a decree of the Vice Chancellor, by settlement of 

° ^ ' •' 1791. In a 

which it had been, in effect, declared that Sir Charles suit to admi- 

Cockerell and Mr. Trails as trustees of a settlement of JJI^g^J of^he 

the year 1 778, were liable to make good to the late settlement of 

Plaintiff, Hairiet Elizabeth Munchy one moiety of a trust half was, in 

fund of 164,999 sicca rupees. This trust fund arose from '^»® y^^r I809, 

. 1 • 1 1 1 , . 1 ordered to be 

a sum of 164,000 sicca rupees, which- had been mvested transferred to 

upon a Government Note of the East India Company, |{j® ^"tie^e^^ 

under the control of the house of Palmer and Co., of of i79i. The 

Calcutta^ 
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18d9« Calcutta^ and which had been paid off by the East India 
Company in the year 1823, when Palmer and Co. took a 
new note from the Easi India Company for 1 14<,800 sicca 
rupees, but retained the remaining 49,200 sicca rupees 
as a cash balance in their hands ; and they not only never 
invested that cash balance, but they, subsequently, at 
some time before the 4th of January 1830, converted 
into money the note for the 114,800 sicca rupees, 
and appropriated the produce of such conversion to 
their own use; and on the 4th of January 1830, they 
stopped payment, and subsequently were declared in- 
solvent The cash balance then in their hands upon the 
trust account amounted to nearly 50,200 sicca rupees, 
so that the whole amount .of the fund in question in this 
cause was 164,999 sicca rupees, of which one moiety 
was 82,499 sicca rupees. 

The case is reported in the eighth and ninth volumes 
of Mr. Simons^s Reports {a) ; first, on a preliminary ob- 
jection for want of parties, and, secondly, on the bearing 
of the cause. 



Munch 

V. 
COCKERELL. 

transfer was 
never made, 
nor was it ever 
applied for by 
the trustees 
of the settle- 
ment of 1791. 
In 1827 the 
parties bene- 
ficially en- 
titled under 
the settlement 
of 1791 were 
adult and sui 
Juris. The 
then present 
investment of 
th^ trust fund 
was, as it had 
for many years 
before been, 
an investment 
in India, sub- 
ject to the 
control of the 
trustees of 
1778, but 
those trustees 
were and had 
long been in 
E«glamL The 
parties so be* 
neficially en- 
titled knew 
of and acqui- 
esced in the 
investment, 

and never required that their half of the fund should be transferred to the trustees 
of 1791. The trust fund was afterwards lost by the failure, in 1830, of a house of 
business in India. Held that the parties beneficially entitled were precluded from 
insisting that the trustees of 1778 were liable to make good the loss by reason of 
their not having made the transfer to the trustees of 1791. 

Trustees in England held liable for the loss of a balance of money which they 
knew to be in the hands of a house of business in India, and not invested upon 
proper securities, although the cestvis que trust had consented that the house in India 
should have the management of their affairs there ; for it did not appear that the 
cestuis que trust knew that the balance, instead of being properly invested, remained 
in the hands of the house in India, 

Distinction between the degree of knowledge and sanction necessary to exonerate 
trustees from a breach of trust, and that which is necessary to preclude the cestuii que 
trust from complaining of an omission which, if concurred in by the cestuis que trust, 
did not constitute a breach of trust. 



The substance of the case was this : — 



The 164,999 sicca rupees were part of a trust 



fund. 



(fl) 8 Sim. 219., 9 Sim. 559. 
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fund, subject to the trusts of a settlement of 1778, 
which authorized the investment of the trust funds upon 
the paper of the East India Company ; and the whole 
beneficial interest in that trust fund became vested, under 
the settlement of 1778, in Harriet Barton, afterwards 
Silberschildt, and Elizabeth Barton, afterwards Le Gros, 
subject to the previous successive life interests of their 
parents, William Barton, and Harriet his wife, [The 
particular terms of this settlement will be found to be 
more fully stated by the Lord Chancellor : see post, 
p. 210.] 

In the year 1791, on the marriage of Harriet Barton 
with Jacob Frederic Silberschildt, her share of the trust 
funds of 1 778 was assigned to Archibald Paxton, Sir 
William Paxton, and John Le Gros, as trustees for in- 
vestment in such securities, except private personal 
security, as Silberschildt and wife, or the survivor of 
them, or as Archibald Paxton, Sir William Paxton, and 
John Le Gros, or the survivors or survivor of them, after 
the decesLse of Silberschildt and wife, should think fit; to 
be held upon trust for Silberschildt and wife, successively, 
for their lives, and, after their deaths, for their children 
equally. 

Elizabeth Barton married William Le Gros, and they 
had a son, William^ Beatifoy LeGros ; but it did not 
appear whether any settlement of their share of the 
trust property of 1778 was made on their marriage. 

One moiety of the 164,999 Sicca rupees, now in 
question, was comprised in the settlement of 1791. 

In the year 1792, Sir Charles CocJcerell, Henry Trail, 
and William Logan, were appointed trustees of the set- 
tlement of 1778, jointly with*JbAn Evelyn, a continuing 

trustee of that settlement. 

In 
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1 839. In the year 1 799, William Barton died ; and, soon after 

MuN^'^ ^^^ death, his widow, Harriet, married Thomas Butler 
». Eyles. 

.COCKERELL. 

There were five children of the marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Silberschildtf but two only lived to attain vested 
interests in the property comprised in the settlement of 
1791, viz.: Harriet Elizabeth and Mary Elizabeth. 
Harriet Elizabeth married Hans Frederick Munch, and 
she was the original Plaintiff in this cause. Mary 
Elizabeth died, unmarried, in the year 1830. 

Previously to the settlement of 1778 a settlement of 
1774? existed, for which the settlement of 1778 was sub- 
stituted. 

In the year 1802, Eyles and wife instituted a suit, 
which will be called, in this report, Eyles v. Evelyn, in 
the Court of Chancery in England, against Evelyn, Sir 
C. Cocker ell. Trail, Logan, and William Le Gros and 
wife, and William Beaufoy Le Gros, their son, and Sil" 
berschildt and wife and their children, praying that the 
trusts of the settlements of 1774? and 1778 might be car- 
ried into execution, and that an account of the property 
comprised in them might bo taken. 

In the year 1804, a decree was made, in Eyles v. 
Evelyn, directing inquiries as to the trust funds com- 
prised in the settlement of 1778, and as to the children 
ot Barton and wife, Silbcrschildt and wife, and William 
Le Gros and wife. 

At a subsequent period of the year 1 804, Mrs. &7- 
berschildt died ; and in the year 1 805 Mrs. Eyles died, 
and her husband Thomas B. Eyles became her admi- 
nistrator, and he filed a bill of revivor and supplement, 
upon which a supplemental decree was made. 

In 
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In or about the year 1809 Logan died. 

In March 1809, the Master's report in EyUs v. Evelyn 
was made, finding that the trust property comprised in 
the settlement of 1778 consisted of 4000/. consols then 
standing in the names of Archibald Paxton^ Sir William 
Paxton^ and Sir C. CocJcerell (a), and of a large amount of 
sicca rupees, which had been, from time to time, invested 
and re-invested in bonds and notes of the East India 
Company. 

In the same month of March 1809, the Master made 
a separate report, finding that the settlement of 1791 
had been executed, and that it was a proper settle- 
ment, {b) 

The cause of Eyles v. Evelyn was heard for further di- 
rections on the 19th o^June 1809, when a decretal order 
was made, declaring that 71 B. Eyles, in right of his late 
wife, was entitled to the interest of the trust property men- 
tioned in the report, from the time of JViUiam BartorCs 
death to the day of Mrs. Eyles's death, and that Elizabeth 
Le Gros became, upon William Bartoris death, entitled to 
one moiety of the principal of the same trust property, 
subject to Mrs. Eyles's life interest, and that the other 
moiety, at the same time, became vested, subject to Mrs. 
Eyles*s life interest, in Archibald Paxton and Sir Wil- 
liam Paxton, upon the trusts of the settlement of 1791 ; 
and it was ordered that Archibald Paxton, Sir William 
Paxton, and Sir Charles Cockerell should sell part of the 
4000/. consols, to pay costs ; and that the interest ac- 
crued upon the trust property comprised in the settle- 
ment 

(a) It did not appear how this separate report was made in 
ese three names became united pursuance of any special order 
trustees of this sum. for the purpose. 



1889. 



Munch 

V. 

Cockerell. 



these three names ^^^ 
as trustees of this sum. 

(b) It did not appear whether 

Vol. V. 



O 
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ment of 1778, since the death of Mrs. Eyles^ should be 
paid to William Le Gros and J. F. Silberschildt in equal 
moieties ; and that the moiety of Elizabeth Le Gros of 
the principal of such trust property, after payment of a 
proportion of the costs, should be subject to the further 
order of the Court, without prejudice to any claim 
of William Beaufoy Le Gros; and that the remaining 
moiety of the principal of the same trust property, after 
payment of a proportion of the costs, should be trans- 
ferred and paid over to Archibald Paxton and Sir Wil- 
liam Paxton^ upon the trusts of the settlement of 1791. 



In pursuance of this order on further directions, 
1050/. consols was sold to pay costs, which reduced the 
4000/. consols to 2950/. consols. 

One moiety of the fund of sicca rupees, to which the 
present appeals related, might have been transferred by 
Sir C. Cockerell and Mr. Trail to Archibald Paxton and 
Sir William Paxton, under the last-mentioned order, as 
trustees of the settlement of 1791 ; but the whole fund 
continued, from the year 1809 until the misappro- 
priations before-mentioned, to be under the management 
of Palmer and Co. of Calcutta, or their predecessors in 
business in Calcutta; and the house in Calcutta from 
time to time transmitted to a house of business in 
London, in which Sir C. Cockerell and Mr. Trail were 
partners under several successive firms, annual accounts 
of the investments of and dealings with the fund ; and 
the house in Calcutta also, from time to time, remitted 
to the house in London the interest of the fund ; and 
such interest was, from time to time, paid by the London 
house to the parties beneficially entitled to it. 



The account so transmitted to the London house 
shewed that, upon the occasion of the East India Com- 
pany's note for 164,000 sicca rupees being paid off in 

the 
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the year 1823, as before mentioned, the amount of 
114,800 sicca rupees was re-invested, and that the re- ^ v"*-^ 
maining 49,200 sicca rupees remained as a cash balance v. 

due from Palmer and Co. ; and the accounts also shewed «^Rblu 
the amount of that cash balance from time to time. 

The course of dealing with the Company's notes is 
stated in the Lord Chancellor's judgment. 

In the year 1813, the Plaintiff Harriet Elizabeth 
Munch (then Silbersckildt)^ came of age. In the year 1816, 
Mary Elizabeth Silberschildt came of age. In the same 
year Harriet Elizabeth married Hans Frederick Munch. 

On the 8th of November, 1820, J. F. Silberschildt, 
H, F. Munch and Harriet Elizabeth Munch his wife, 
and her sister Mary Elizabeth Silberschildt filed a bill in 
the English Court of Chancery which will be called, in 
this report, Silberschildt v.Paxton, and which, as amended, 
was against Sir JV. Paxton, Sir C Cockerell and Trail, 
stating that, in June 1811, the 164,000 sic. rup. were 
placed out by Sir C. Cockerell and Trail in their own 
names upon a note of the Bengal government, dated the 
SOth of June, 1811, carrying interest at 61. per cent., 
and that that note was held by them upon the trusts of 
the settlements of 1774 and 1778, and was still in their 
possession, and stating that Silberschildt was entitled, for 
his life, to a moiety of the interest of the 164,000 sic. 
rup., and that, under the settlement of 1791, Harriet 
Elizabeth Munch and Mary Elizabeth Silberschildt would 
become entitled to a moiety of the 164,000 sic. rup.; and 
praying that an account might be taken of the receipts 
and payments of Sir C Cockerell and Trail in respect of 
the yearly interest of the moiety, and that they might oe 
decreed to pay what should appear to be due from them 
in respect of such receipts and payments. 

O 2 To 
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1 839. To this bill, and to its amendments, Sir W. Paxton^ Sir 

C. Cocka-eU and Trail put in answers, stating, that having 
been, for many years then last, resident in this country, 
and having carried on business in co-partnership tc^ther 
with other persons in London^ the management of the 
trust funds had been entrusted by them to their corre- 
spondents at CalcuitOjVfho had, from time to time, received 
the proceeds and remitted them to the house of the 
Defendants, Sir fT. Paxton^ Sir C. Cockerell and Trails 
and their co-partners for the time being, to be applied 
for the benefit of the parties interested ; and that it ap- 
peared, by the accounts transmitted by Messrs. Palmer 
& Co. of Calcutta^ their correspondents, and which they 
believed to be correct, that the 164',000 sic. rup. were 
invested on the note of the 30th oijune^ 1811 : and they 
stated that that investment was made on the account, 
and in the names of Sir CCockereU and Trails and the 
other trustees of the fund, or in the names of Palmer 
& Co. on their behalf, and that the note was then held 
by or on behalf of Sir C. Cockerell^ Trail and Evelyn^ 
upon the trusts of the settlements of 1774 and 1778. 

In the year 1823, Hans Frederick Munch died. In 
Michaelmas term, 1825, and Trinity term, 1826, a. re- 
plication was filed and subpoenas to rejoin were served, 
in Silberschildt v. Paxton. 

On the 15th of August 1827, J. P. Silberschildij who 
was then resident in England^ died. At this time the 
Plaintiff, Harriet Elizabeth Munch^ was of age and a 
widow, and her sister, Mary Elizabeth Silberschildt^ was 
of age and unmarried. The Plaintiff and her sister 
lived at Copenhagen. 

In the month of November 1827, Evelyn died. 

The 
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The suit of Silberschildt v. Paxton had been instituted 
upon the instructions of «7. F. Silberschildt only : but» in 
or after October 1828, Mrs. Munch and, her sister, as the 
surviving Piaintifis in that suit, dismissed it, with costs. 

Between the time of «7. F. Silberschildt^ s death and 
the failure of Palmer and Co., a good deal of cor- 
respondence passed between Mrs. Munch and her sister 
and their agents in England on the one hand, and the 
London house, in which Sir C Cockerell and Mr. Trail 
were partners, on the other, relative to the investment of 
the trust property to which Mrs. Munch and her sister 
were entitled under the settlement of 1791 ; and, on the 
8th q{ January 1830, two deeds of release, after stated, 
from the agents of Mrs. Munch and her sister in Eng- 
landf to the London house, in which Sir C Cockerell and 
Mr. Trail were partners, were executed; but it was 
then unknown to any of the parties that, four days 
before the date of that release, the house of Palmer and 
Co. had stopped payment at Calcutta. 

As a considerable portion of the Lord Chancellor's 
judgment in this case relates to the question whether it 
was the duty of Sir C Cockerell and Mr. Trail, as 
trustees of the settlement of 1778, to put the whole of 
the trust property comprised in the settlement of 1791 
into the hands of Archibald Paxton and Sir William 
Paxton, as trustees of the last-mentioned settlement, 
and to the qujestion whether that duty, if any, was 
affected by the knowledge and consent of Mrs. Munch 
and her sister as to their trust funds remaining in the 
hands in which they already were, it seems desirable to 
state those parts of the correspondence, on these points, 
which are particularly alluded to in the Lord Chancel- 
lor's judgment. In order to make that correspondence 
intelligible, it is necessary to state that Mr. Holt was the 
solicitor, in London, of J. F. Silberschildt to the time of 
O 3 his 
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1839. 



Munch 



his death ; and that the Plaintiff and her sister, after J. 
F. Silberschildfs death, employed the mercantile house 
of Messrs. Reid^ Irving^ and Co., as their agents in 
England; and that Messrs. Freshfield and Son acted as 
the solicitors, in England^ of the Plaintiff and her sister, 
employed for that purpose by Messrs. Reid^ Irving^ and 
Co. ; and that Mr. Ryan of Copenhagen was the cor- 
respondent there of Iteid^ Irving^ and Co. 

On the 17th of August 1827, Mr. Holt wrote to Mrs. 
Munch a letter partly as follows : — 

" Madam, 

" Previously to the perusal of this letter, Mr. C. IV. 
Printzlaw will, at my request, have verbally communi- 
cated to you the melancholy intelligence of the decease 
of your father Colonel Silberschildt, and have detailed 
all the circumstances attending it. As the confidential 
solicitor of my departed friend, and in possession 
of the state of his affairs, there is a duty which de- 
volves upon me to look to the interest of his family, 
and from the particular position in which those matters 
at present stand, I feel it hardly necessary to apologise 
for pressing upon your mind with business, distressed 
as it must naturally be. I therefore at once enter upon 
a short statement of the property to which yourself and 
your sister Miss Mary Elizabeth Silberschildt now be- 
come entitled. 



" By a deed of settlement, dated 8th of April 1791, 
executed on the marriage of your father and mother, 
you and your sister now become entitled to a sum of 
3000/. 3 per cent, consols, standing in the Bank books 
to the credit of the executors of the survivor of the 
trustees named in that deed, also to a moiety of 164,000 
sicca rupees now invested in Bengal government notes, 
and a moiety of 2950/. like consols, which latter sums 

stand 
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stand in the names of most responsible persons as trus- 1839. 
tees, and are subject to administration under the deed munch 
of 1791. You are likewise entitled to one third part of v, 

an estate in Lancashire^ producing an annual rental of 
about 90/.9 the particulars of which must be subject to 
further correspondence. In order, however, to satisfy 
the minds of the trustees of the above-mentioned stock 
and India securities, before they will take any steps to- 
wards putting you in possession, it will be necessary 
to lay before their solicitor the following evidence.*' 

[Then followed a statement of the evidence re- 
quired.] 

*^ The suits which have been in prosecution and 
pending at his death are, first, against the executors 
of his late brother-in-law Mr, William Le Gros, to in- 
vestigate his accounts as agent for your father in this 
country.*' 

[The particulars of which seem to be immaterial for 
the present purpose.] 

" Secondly, against the partners in the firm oi Paxton 
and Co. (a), calling upon them to give the account of the 
trust funds in India, and the securities upon which they 
were invested ; and also to render an account of the 
remittances from India, and accumulations of interest 
thereon from the month of May 1805 (the time of the 
decease of Mrs. EyleSy formerly Mrs. Barton), down to 
the time when such suit was instituted. This suit had 
in view to discover, in the first place, whether that house 
had duly accounted to Mr. Le Gros, and as a check 

upon 

(a) The London house in which Sir C. CockereU and Mr. Trml 
were partners. 

O 4 
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1839. upon Mr. Le Gro^s accounts with Colonel Silher- 

yrv^^ schildl * * *." 
Munch 

t>. 
CocKERBLL. «< 'pjjg |.|^jj.j gubjcct of Htigation is against the partners 

in the house of CockereUj Trails and Co., who have for 

many years received the rents of the Lancashire estate ; 

they being in possession under the authority of Mr. 

Barton in his lifetime * * *." 

" If it be the determination of yourself and your sister 
who (subject to Colonel Silberschildfs just debts) would 
become entitled to such moneys as may ultimately arise 
from these law proceedings, I should be furnished with- 
out delay with a letter signed by yourself and sister, 
authorizing me to revive the proceedings in these suits, 
which have abated with the death * * *." 

On the 6th of Naoember 1827, Mrs. Munch wrote to 
the London house, in which Sir C. CockereU and Mr. 
Trail were partners, as follows : — 

«6th o^ Naoember 1827. 
** 174. Bregaadenj Copenhagefu 
" Messrs. Paxton^ Cockerel!^ Trails and Co. 

^^ Gentlemen, — Supposing you to be acquainted with 
the death of my late father, who enjoyed a life-rent of the 
capital in India, for which you are trustees in England, 
and from whom my late father received his half-yearly 
payments as well upon that capital as the money in the 
Bank; do I take the liberty, in my sister's and my own 
name, to address you. We being the only heirs now alive, 
do we request you to have the goodness to point out to 
us, what if any measures are to be taken besides the 
evidences we have already procured, and which are to 
be sent to your house to enable us to receive the divi- 
dends. For whatever you may deem needful and have 

the 
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the goodness to do in forwarding this purpose we will 1839. 
be greatly obliged. As the business has so long been ^^~^^' 
transacted by your house, it is the wish of my sister and v. 

myself that the whole capital may still remain in the 
same respectable hands. Were it not taking too much 
liberty with your house, which my sister's and my situ- 
ation only can plead an excuse for, I would request the 
favour that I might, through your means, obtain my de- 
ceased father's papers and effects which are now under 
seal in the possession of William HoU^ Esq., 37. Thread- 
needle Street. The seal he has sent here to me. For 
the trouble this would give you, be assured I would 
ever feel most grateful. In the hopes to hear from your 
house with convenient opportunity, I remain with due 
respect, gentlemen, your very humble servant, Harriet 
Munch:' 

On the 5th of February 1828, Mrs. Munch wrote 
again to the London house, in which Sir C. Cockerell 
and Mr. Trail were partners, as follows : — 

" Copenhagen^ 5th February 1828. 
'* Gentlemen, — I took the liberty to address a letter to 
your house, dated the 6th of November last, respecting 
my late father's death, and the property in consequence 
thereof devolving to my sistor and myself, requesting 
your advice as to what documents were necessary to be 
forwarded by us to enable us to come in possession of 
that property, to which letter I have had no answer, 
but have learned, by other means, that you waited for 
these documents being transmitted to England ere you 
could reply. 

<< I have now to inform you that all these certificates, 
and what has been deemed here necessary for accom- 
plishing the above purpose, have been sent off* by this 
post, accompanied by two power of attorneys, one from 

me 
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1839. me and one from my sister, each in favour of Messrs. 
Reid^ livings and Co., by which you will perceive that 
we have only authorized those gentlemen to receive 
the rents, dividends &c«, as they may fall due, it being 
our wish that the capital may remain in the same situ- 
ation and under that management, which has for so 
many years regularly discharged it, and which we hope 
and beg you will continue to do for us as formerly. 

^^ As to what may be proper to be done in regard to 
transferring the property into our names, we mean to 
follow the advice you may find proper to give us. 

** Notwithstanding we are acquainted so far with the 
nature of the property coming to us, yet we are ig- 
norant of the times and amounts of the different pay- 
ments as they become due, of which we will beg the 
favour of your information. In the hopes soon to hear 
from you, we remain, with due regards, gentlemen, 
yours, &c. 

" Harriet Munch^ and 
" Mary Silberschildt 
" To Messrs. Paxton, Cockerell^ 
Trails and Co." 

On the 20th of May 1828, Mr. Holt wrote to Beidy 
Irving^ and Co., as follows : — 

" Such of the documents which you handed to me on 
the 13th of March as I considered material to prove 
that Mrs. Munch and Miss Silberschi/dtj the parties who 
have executed powers in your favour, were the only 
surviving children of the late Colonel Silberschildt^ 
have been submitted to the solicitors for the trustees, 
and I have at length obtained an answer, ^ that the 
evidence is satisfactory.' Having this admission, I 

presented 
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presented the powers of attorney, and requested an ac* 1839. 

count of the interest which had accrued since the death '^^^^"^^ 

Munch 

of Colonel Silberschildt on the funds in Indian in order v. 

that it might be paid to you, together with a half year's Cockbrell. 

dividend on the 3000/. three per cent, consols, and a like 

dividend on a moiety of the 2950/., like three per cents., 

which became due in January last ; but Mr. Hall objects 

to see his clients acting on any new trust until they are 

formally released by Mrs. Munch and Miss Silberschildt^ 

and a legal personal representative of Colonel Silbers* 

childt by letters of administration, in respect of the trusts 

created by the marriage settlement of the 8th April 1791, 

the trusts of which terminated with his life. This being 

done, the trustees will transfer into the names of Mrs. 

Munch and Miss Silberschildt the 3000/. and a moiety of 

the 2950/. above mentioned, or a half into each name, as 

they may direct, which (in answer to Mr. Haagen^s 

question on that point) will leave these funds subject 

to the sole control and disposal of the ladies, and not 

liable to be drawn out by any other person. As to . 

the 164,000 sicca rupees in India^ Messrs. Palmer and 

Co., of Calcutta, will have no objection to continue its 

management, and, as heretofore, to r^mit the interest 

through Messrs. CocJcerelly Trail, and Co., to be paid in 

London under the powers which have been executed ; 

but it is my duty here to point out to the ladies that they 

will no longer have the security of the trustees by 

whom the investment was made, and who now ask to 

be released from further personal responsibility, the 

object of the original trust being performed and at 

an end. 

" It now remains with Mrs. Munch and Miss Silberschildt 
to say whether they will constitute Messrs. Palmer and 
Co. their agents for the purpose I have mentioned, or 
have the securities sold and the proceeds remitted to 

them; 
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1839. them; and until they have so determined, Mr. Hall 

'^^^'^^ cannot prepare the formal release which he will require 

V. to be executed by them, and an administrator when 

CocKERBLL. appointed. I need scarcely mention that, as regards the 

Lancashire estate and accumulation of rents, the trustees 

do not ask for a release, because they will insist that 

they are entitled to the indemnity of the Court when a 

right to that property has been properly established; 

and I am much surprised that this matter has been 

permitted thus to slumber for so long an interval." 

On the 20th of October 1828, Mr. Holt wrote to 
Messrs. Hall and Broumlei/f the solicitors of Sir C 
Cockerelly as follows : — 

** Messrs. JReid^ Irving^ and Co. request me to say 
that, for the present, they should prefer having the 
Indian securities belonging to Mrs. Munch and Miss 
Silherschildt transferred into their (Reid, Irving^ and 
Co/s) names. I shall be obliged by your stating your 
views as to the best mode of making this disposition, 
and by furnishing me with the draft of such release as 
you may require as to the securities I have mentioned, 
as well as to a moiety of the 2950/. consols. I mentioned 
on Saturday that the stop at the Bank on the 3000/. had 
been removed, and expected to have received this morn- 
ing the ingrossments of the releases, as well as your 
assent to Messrs. Cockerellj Trails and Co. paying my 
draft for the balance of the account which I agreed with 
Messrs. Freshfield and Son." 

On the 16th of October 1829, Freshfield and Son 
wrote to Reid^ Irving^ and Co. as follows : — 

*^ It is now become necessary to consider what shall 
be done with the Indian securities belonging to Mrs. 
Munch and Miss Silberschildt. At present, as you are 

aware, 
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aware, the securities are in the hands of Messrs. Palmer 1839. 
and Co. of Calcutta, as the agents of the trustees ; but 
as they are now to become the property of Mrs. Munch v. 

and Miss Silberschildt, an arrangement must be made Cockerbll. 
for their being delivered over to the agents of these 
ladies, unless they prefer that the securities shall re- 
main with Messrs. Palmer and Co., as their agents, 
rather than have them delivered to any other house. 
If Mrs. Munch and Miss Silberschildt wish to have the 
securities delivered to any other house, a power of at- 
torney must be sent out to enable the firm to give 
Messrs. Palmer and Co. proper discharges; and we 
must, in that case, trouble you to furnish us with the 
names of the partners composing the firm ; but if the 
ladies determine that the securities shall remain with 
Messrs. Palmer and Co., we will procure an authority 
from the trustees here to those gentlemen to hold the 
securities at the disposal of Mrs. Munch and Miss SiU 
berschildt ; and if Messrs. Palmer and Co. addressed a 
letter to the ladies, stating that they do hold them at 
their disposal, a power of attorney will not then be ne- 
cessary. We have, therefore, to request the favour of 
your instructions as to the course the ladies will prefer, 
in order that, if necessary, we may prepare a proper 
power of attorney.'* 

On the same day, Reid, Irving^ and Co. wrote thus 
to Mr. Ri/an of Copenhagen : — 

'^Londofij 16th October 1829. 
" Mrs. Munch's afiairs have been delayed latterly by 
the desire of our solicitors to efiect a compromise of the 
interest claimed by her father's estate ; and they have 
hopes of effecting this if a little time be given. In the 
meantime we annex the copy of a letter from them re- 
quiring instructions as to the principal moneys in the 

hands 
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hands of Messrs. Palmer and Co. On this point the 
ladies must decide for themselves. We have no house 
to recommend in Calcutta^ and we believe Messrs. 
Palmer and Co. to be of the first rank. 

" We are, &c. 

" Beidj Irvingy and Co. 
** G. Et/an, Esq., Copenhagen.** 

On the 19th of October 1829, Freshfield and Son 
wrote to Mr. HoUj — 

'* In reply to your application of this morning, we 
beg to inform you that we did call on Messrs. Reid, 
Ifvingf and Co. on Friday last, for the purpose of 
learning the name of an agent to be inserted in the 
power of attorney ; but in consequence of its not being 
determined how the fund in India shall be disposed of, 
Messrs. Reid^ Irving^ and Co. could not enable us to 
proceed, without first writing to the ladies ; and we be- 
lieve that they did this by the post of Friday last. It is 
possible that a power of attorney may not be necessary 
at all; but so soon as we hear from Messrs. JSe^W, 
Irving^ and Co., we will communicate with you, and use 
every exertion to settle the business." 

On the 27th of October 1829, Mr. Ryan of Qy^i- 
Aagen wrote to Reid^ Lving^ and Co., — 

" Your esteemed favour of the 16th instant is to 
hand, and I lost no time in laying Messrs. Freshfield 
and Son's letter before Mrs. Munch and MissSilber-' 
schildti and you have, annexed, translations of a commu- 
nication they have made to me, by which you will find 
they agree to leave their East India securities in Messrs. 
Palmer and Co.'s hands, so that I hope now matters 
will soon be arranged; and pray get or give me an 

answer 
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answer respecting the other points of their letter to me. 1839. 
They are much in want of funds ; and 1 hope you may "^^^^^ 
be able soon to authorize their drawing for the interest v. 

due on the Easi India stock, &c.'* Cockkrbll. 

[The translations alluded to above were as follows.] 

" The ladies are determined, with reference to their 
former orders, not to make any change with the funds 
in Bengal, but wish Messrs. Palmer and Co., as their 
agents, to receive the annual interest and remit it to 
Messrs. Beid, Irving^ and Co. The ladies expect the 
promised letter from Messrs. Palmer and Co. respect- 
ing the above funds. The ladies wish to know what 
amount they may now draw for interest due on the 
Bengal funds, and for that part of the said funds of 
which their share is about 1450/., which was removed 
to England a long time back ; also for that part of the 
receipts from the Lancashire estate, which having been 
lying as a deposit for many years in the hands of 
Messrs. Paxton and Co., and which now probably 
amount to some thousands sterling; and, lastly, for the 
third share of the yearly rent from said estate, which 
belongs to the ladies, independent of the suit now 
pending. The ladies wish to be informed by Mesisrs. 
Freshfield how far the said suit is advanced, and upon 
what it turns. An answer is requested as soon as pos- 
sible." 

On the 2d of November 1829, Freshfield and Son 
wrote to Reid, Irving, and Co., — 

" We beg to inform you, that we have received a note 

from Mr. Holt, informing us that there is a cash 

balance in the hands of Messrs. Cockerell, Trail, and Co. 

of 535/. Is, ^d, which may be received by you for ac- 

. count of Mrs. Munch and Miss SilberschildL Have 

you 
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1839. you heard from these ladies respecting the disposal of 
^JT^^ the securities in India ? " 

V. 

CocKBBELL. q^ ^y^^ jg^,^ ^P ^^^^j^^ i^^Oj Freskfield and Son 
wrote to Mr. Holt^ — 

" Mrs. Munch and Miss Silba'schildt prefer that the 
funds in India shall remain under the management of 
Messrs. Palmer and Co, ; and we shall therefore be pre- 
pared to go through the draft with you, and make ar- 
rangements for settling the business at any time that 
may be convenient to you ; and we will attend any ap- 
pointment you may make for the purpose. We have 
received several enquiries from the ladies, which we 
shall not be able to answer without your assistance.'' 

By a deed poll, executed by Reid^ Irving, and Co., 
on behalf of the Plaintiff and her sister, and dated the 
8th of January 1830, and purporting to be made by 
the Plaintiff and her sister, and by Mr. HoU as per- 
sonal representative of their father, and by the exe- 
cutors of Sir W. Paxton, reciting, that the Plaintiff 
and her sister had applied to Evelyn^ Sir Charles Cock'- 
ereli, and Trail to transfer and pay, or cause, or order, 
or direct to be transferred and paid to the Plaintiff 
and her sister, or their respective attorneys, or some 
or one of them for their respective use, and in equal 
shares, one moiety as well of the sum of 165,000 sicca 
rupees, or other sum or sums, or securities which then, 
or at the time of such transfer and payment, should 
comprise the India trust fund, under the care of Messrs. 
Palmer, as also of the sum of 2950/. Bank 3 per cent, 
annuities, and of all dividends, interest, profits, and 
proceeds, which since the death of Jacob Frederick 
Silberschildt had arisen, or should arise thereupon re- 
spectively, and reciting further, that Sir Charles Cock- 

ereU 
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ereU and Trail had accordingly, with the privity and 1839. 
assent as well of Archibald Frederick Paxton^ Henry ^^7^^ 
Paxton^ and William Gill Paxton, the acting executors v. 

of Sir William Paxton^ the surviving trustee of the 
settlement of 1791, as of William HoU as the personal 
representative of Jacob Frederick Silbersckildt, at or 
before the execution of the present deed, made or 
caused, or ordered and directed to be made such several 
transfers and payments, (as the Plaintiff and her sister 
respectively declared,) it was witnessed, that, in con* 
sideration of such several transfers and payments so 
made, or caused, or ordered and directed to be made 
by Evelyn^ Sir Charles Cockerell, and Trails upon such 
request, and with such privity as before-mentioned, 
the Plaintiff and her sister, by and with the privity 
and assent of the person and persons executing the 
present deed, released as well Evelyn, Sir Charles 
Cockerell, and Ttml, as all other persons who were, or 
should, or might be the personal representatives of 
Archibald Paxton, Sir William Paxton, and John Le Gros 
deceased, and every of them, from the before-mentioned 
sums and securities so transferred and paid, or or- 
dered and directed to be transferred and paid as there- 
inbefore mentioned, and from all part or share of the 
same under the several thereinbefore recited indentures 
and proceedings, or any of them, in any wise howso- 
ever, and from all claims of the Plaintiff against Evelyn, 
Sir C Cockerell, and Trail, or any of them, or the 
executors or personal representatives of Archibald Pax^ 
ton. Sir W. Paxton, and John Le Gros, or any of them, 
in respect of the several funds, securities, and money 
so transferred and paid, or ordered and directed so to 
be, or under the thereinbefore in part recited in- 
denture and proceedings, or any of them, or for or in 
respect of any account, matter or thing relating thereto 
respectively. 

Vol. V. P Another 
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1889. Another deed poll of the same date was also exe- 

^■^P^^^^ cuted by Reid, Irving^ and Co., purporting to be made 

V. by Mary Elizabeth Silbet*schildt and the Plaintiff, and 

CocKBBBix. ^^i^^ ^^^ PaxtorCs executors, and was, in all respects, 

similar to the deed poll already stated. 

At the end of the month o{ January 1880, Mary 
Elizabeth Silberschildt died, havmg appointed her sister 
Mrs. Munch her sole executrix. 

The original bill in this cause was filed in the year 
1881, and was amended in the year 1884, and, as so 
amended, was a bill by Mrs. Munch^ in her own right, and 
as executrix of her sbter, against Sir C. Cockerelly 
Trail, and the executors of Sir W. Paxton^ who had 
survived his co-trustee Archibald Paxton ; and it prayed 
a declaration, that the release of the 8th of January 
1880, did not operate as a bar to prevent the Plaintiff 
from recovering the shares of herself and her sister, 
in that part of the trust funds which remained under 
the control of Palmer and Co., and that, if necessary, 
the release might be declared fraudulent and voi^, as 
against the Plaintiff ajid her sister; and that the De- 
fendants might be declared liable to pay and make 
good to the Plaintiff, in her own right and as personal 
representative of her sister, the shares of the Plaintiff 
and her sister in the 165,000 (a) sicca rupees, or such 
other amount as was remaining in the hands of Palmer 
and Co. with the interest thereon ; and that the De- 
fendants might be decreed to make such payment ac- 
cordingly, and that, if necessary, an account might be 
taken to ascertam the amount to be so paid. 

The Defendant, Sir C. Cockerell, by his answer, stated, 
amon^t other things, that Archibald Paxton and Sh* 

W.Paxtm 
(a) 164,999. 
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W. Paxton did not take any steps for the purpose of 1839. 
obtaining a transfer to themselves of that moiety of ^^J^^ 
the trust funds which was comprised in the settlement o. 

of 1 7Q1 OOCKERELL. 

Before the cause came on to be heard, the Plaintiff 
died; aiid the suit was revived by Mr. George Beidj 
who had become the legal personal representative of 
Mrs. Munch and her sister. 

The Defendant Trail afterwards died ; and another 
bill of revivor was filed to bring his personal repre- 
sentatives before the Court 

In consequence of the objection taken for want of 
parties, as reported in the 8th vol. of Mr. Szmons's 
JReports {a\ a bill of supplement and revivor was filed, 
for the double purpose of bringing before the Court 
the Le Gros family, and a trustee for them, and the re- 
presentatives of Evelyn and Logan, and of reviving the 
suit against Sir Charles Rushout CocJcerell, as executor of 
his fawier Sir Charles CocJcerell. In fact, no new party 
was added as representative of Logan, for Sir C. Cock-- 
erell had been, at the time of his death, Logan^s sur- 
viving executor, and Sir C R. CocJcerell, therefore, now 
succeeded him as Logari^ personal representative. 

Another supplemental bill was filed, to bring before 
the Court a child born to one of the daughters of the 
Le Gros family. 

A cross bill also was filed, by Sir C J3. CocJcerell 
and the personal representatives of Trail, against' the 
Plaintiff Reid, and the legal personal representatives 

of 

(a) P. 219. 

P 2 - 
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1839. of Evelyn and Sir W. Paxton^ praying, in substance, 
tT^^^"^ that the releases might be considered a bar to the 
claims set up by Mrs. Munch and her sister, and 
that it might be declared that she was not entitled 
to the relief prayed by her bill, and, at all events, that 
the parties who should be declared liable for the shares 
of Mrs. Munch and her sister, of the funds in the hands 
of Palmer and Co., might have the benefit of a propor- 
tionate part of a proof alleged to have been made against 
Palmer and Co.*s estate. 

All these causes came on to be heard together, with 
evidence and admissions both in the original and cross 
causes. Amongst the admissions in the original causes 
was the following, — viz. " That in the year 1810, the 
East India Company authorized their accountant-ge- 
neral and sub-treasurer at Calcutta for the time being 
to receive, in deposit^ bonds or promissory notes of the 
Company belonging to absentee holders, according to 
certain published regulations; but that, previously to 
that year, such bonds or notes could not be deposited 
by the holders thereof, otherwise than in the custody of 
private agents." 

The Vice Chancellor having made the decree reported 
in the 9th volume of Mr. Simons^s Reports, Sir C. JR. 
CocJcerell and the personal representatives of Trail pre- 
sented the present petitions of appeal against the whole 
decree. 

Ml-. Knight Bruce, Mr. Richards, and Mr. Lqftus 
Wigram, for the Plaintiff [z. e. Mrs. Munch and her ad- 
ministrator Reid]. 

Mr. Wallcer, for the Le Gros family. 

Mr. Jacob and Mr. CocJcerell, for Sir C. R. CociereU. 

Mr. Wigram 
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Mr. Wigram and Mr. Sharpe, for Trail's represent^ 1889. 
atives. v-*^/-^w/^ 

Munch 

Mr. F. J. Hallf for the representatives of Sir W* Cookbrbll 
Paxton. 

Sir W. Home and Mr. Shadwell^ for the representa- 
tives of Evelyn. 

The effect of the arguments appears in the judgment. 



The Lord Chancellor. 184^^ 

The Vice Chancellor's decree declares Sir C CockereU 
and Mr. Trail liable to the Plaintiff* for the value of 
82,499 sicca rupees on the 31st of October 1828, being 
half of 164,999 sicca rupees, the amount of the trust 
fund on that day. The statement in the bill is, that 
before May 1823, the trust fund was invested in a 
Government Note of the East India Company for 1 64,000 
sicca rupees, which was, on the 31st oi May 1823, paid 
off, and part of the sum received immediately reinvested 
in another Government Note for 114,800 sicca rupees, 
and that the balance remained, as a cash balance, from 
that time, in the hands of Messrs. Palmer & Co. The 
165,000 sicca rupees, with which the decree charges 
Sir C. CockereU and Mr. Trails appears to be composed 
of the amount of this note for 114,800 sicca rupees and 
50,200 sicca rupees, the cash balance in 1828. 

I propose to consider the Plaintiff^'s claim to the value 
of the note and to the cash balance separately ; and, first, 
as to the note. Upon this subject, three points are to be 
considered : — 1st. Whether the investment in the note 
in question was unauthorized by the trust deed, and is, 
therefore, a breach of trust ? 2dly. If the investment 

P 8 was 
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was not of itself a breach of trust) whether there was 
such negligence, on the part of the trustees^ in the manner 
in which the trust was executed, as to subject them to the 
loss which arose from the improper use of the note by 
the agents, Palmer & Co. ? Srdly. Whether the decree 
of 1809 imposed upon them a new liability, in respect 
of which they are liable for the alleged consequences of 
the provisions of that decree not having been carried 
into execution ? 



I propose to consider this third point first, because it 
is the ground of the Vice Chancellor's judgment, and> in 
the view taken of it by his Honour, excludes the necessity 
of considering the other two. In the judgment of the 
S2d of December 1838 {a), his Honour says, <^ It appears 
to me that the ordering part of the decree of 1809 made 
it quite unnecessary to enter into the question which was 
much discussed, namely, what was the sort of investment 
in India which the trustees were at liberty to make 
under the directions which were contained in the deeds 
of 1774 and 1778." And again: <^ It seems to me that 
originally Messrs. CockereU and Trail acted wrongly in 
not making the transfer which was directed by the 
decree of 1809;'' and, in speaking of Mr.Xcjgfoii, who 
died in 1809, soon after the decree, he says, ^^ It would 
be extremely unjust to say that he shall be made re- 
sponsible for all that was consequent upon the decree of 
1809, for the only liability he could have come under, 
would have been the non-compliance with that decree;'' 
and, accordingly, no decree was made against his estate, 
although he was one of the trustees of the deed of 
1778 up to the time of his death in 1809, and ivould 
have been equally liable as the other trustees. Sir 

C. CockereU 

(fl) The Lord Chancellor ap- Simom* Report of the Vic^ 
pears to have quoted from a Chancellor's judgment was not 
short-hand writer's note. Mr. yetpubUshed. 
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C. CochereU and Mr. Trot'A for any improper invest- 
ment of the trust ibndy which fiind, die bill alleges, in 
1793, consisted of bonds and certificates of the ^East 
India Company then deposited with the house after- 
wards represented by Palmer & Co. The decree, 
therefore, proceeds upon the ground that the liability of 
Sir C. Cockerell and of Mr. Trail arises from the decree 
of 1809, and that the investment in the securities of the 
East India Company was not an improper investment in 
execution of the trusts of the deeds of 1774; and 1778. 



1840. 



MUMCH 

V. 

GOCKEREIX. 



The original bill, in the suit in which the decree of 
1809 was made, was filed by Mr. and Mrs. Eyles^ she 
being the widow of William Barton^ the settlor of the 
property in 1774, and entitled to a life interest in the 
fimd; and, upon her death pending the suit, the Plaintiff 
Eyle^s interest in the subject matter of the suit was 
reduced to obtaining payment of the interest due up to 
the time of her death, he having no title whatever to aiiy 
part of the principal ; and, accordin^y, the decree of 
1809 directs payment to him of the amount of such 
interest; but it also, though I apprehend irregularly, 
declares the rights to the principal of the trust monies, 
that being a question entirely between the co-defend- 
ants, and with which the Plaintiff had no concern. It 
does, however, declare, that one moiety of such principal 
trust monies was vested in the Defendants Archibald 
Paxton and Sir W.Paxton^ upon the trusts of the settle- 
ment under which the Plaintiff in this cause claims, 
and directed that the amount thereof should be trans- 
ferred and paid over to the Defendants Archibald 
Paxton and Sir William Paxtonj upon the trusts of 
that settlement The liability of Sir C. Cockerell and 
Mr. TVail is said to arise from their not having acted 
in obedience to this direction ; but there is not only no 
reason to suppose that they were applied to for that 

P 4 purpose, 
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1840^ purpose, but conclusive evidence that they never were. 

^^TJP'^*^^ The Plaintiff, indeed {a), had no interest in that part of 
fi. the decree; and it does not very well appear how that 

CocKEBKLL. direction could have been enforced, if there had been 
any disposition, on the part of the trustees, to resist it. 
But it is clear that the trustees of the settlement, under 
which the Plaintiff claims, and those interested in it, 
might, by new proceedings, have obtained a transfer of 
the funds, all the trusts of the settlements of 1774? and 
1778 having become exhausted by the death of Mrs* 
Eyles ; but, until that was actually done, the trustees of 
those settlements continued trustees of the funds for 
that which alone remained to be done in the execution 
of those trusts, namely, transferring one moiety to 
Mrs. Le GroSf one of the children^ or those claiming 
through her, and the other moiety to Mrs* Silberschildty , 
the only other child, and those claiming through her^ 
being the trustees of her settlement, and those who are 
interested in the trusts of. it. Until that was done, the 
only trusts they had to execute were the trusts of those 
deeds under which they had undertaken to act. It 
was not competent for any of the parties interested to 
impose upon them any new ti'usts, by any arrangement 
to which they were not parties. It appears, indeed, 
that Sir C. Cockerell and Mr. Trail were named as 
parties to the setdement of the share of Mrs. SilbeT" 
schildt ; but that they did not execute it. They, there- 
fore, were strangers to it. I am not speaking of any 
fraudulent collusion between different sets of trustees, 
but of one set of trustees holding trust funds upon an 
old trust, which are the subject of a new settlement of 
which others are trustees, who, not calling for a transfer 
of the funds, permit them to remain in the hands of 
the old trustees. If the old trustees simply continue 
to deal with the funds as they were authorized to do 

by 
(a) t. e. The Pluntiff in Eifkt y.Evelyn* 
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by the terms of their trust, it is not easy to understand 1840. 
how they can be made responsible for any loss which ^^TP'^"^^ 
may arise from the transfer of the funds not having 
been required by the new trustees* Such loss ought 
rather to be attributed to the neglect of the new trustees 
in not calling in the funds ; but the effect of this decree 
is to exonerate the new trustees, and to make the old 
trustees liable. If, indeed, any such liability attached upon 
the old trustees, it would so attach when the duty arose 
of making the transfer, which, in this case, was the death 
of Mrs. Eyl€& in February 1805. The pendency of the 
suit, in which the Plaintiff could have no claim to any 
part of the principal of the trust funds, could not pre- 
vent this duty from arising at that time. The decree, 
which merely declared what was not in dispute in that 
cause, could not add to this obligation. 

It is not, however, necessary to pursue this part of 
the case further, because, if the effect of the decree of 
1809 had been to make it the duty of the old trustees 
to seek out the means of transferring the funds to 
Archibald Paxton and Sir W. Paxtojii though not ap- 
plied to for that purpose, and to impose upon them, 'till 
that was done, a liability to look to the due execution of 
the trusts of the Silberschildt settlement, it was neces- 
sarily competent for those who were interested in that 
settlement to relieve them from this duty, and to pro- 
tect them against that liability* No man having a right 
to require the performance of a duty, who becomes a 
party to the delay in the performance of it, can com- 
plain of any consequences which may arise from such 
delay. I am not now speaking of a cestuique trust 
being barred, by acquiescence, from complaining of a 
breach of trust; but of a case in which there was no 
breach of trust, but a mere delay in performing an 
acty with the concurrence of the parties interested. 

The 
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1 840. The Plaintiff and her sister are admitted to have been 

^*?]P^^^^^ bom in 1793 and 1795 ; and both had attained twenty- 
Munch , *. ,, 

V, one before Mrs. MuncVs marriage in September 181 64 

CocKBEELL. j^ jggO, the bill in SUberschildt v. Paoftm was filed in 

their names and in the name of their father. It wa^ 

said, indeed, that their bill was filed without their 

knowledge. That is not material. They never .afH 

plied to have their names removed from the record ; 

bat in 1828, when they must be taken to have had fiill 

knowledge of it and of what was contained in the pleads 

ings, themselves dismissed it with costs, which liiey 

must have paid. That bill makes no oompldnt of the 

funds not having been transferred to the trustees of the 

settlement of 1791 ; but, on the contrary^ recognizes 

the investment in the note for 164,000 sicca rupees^ 

and states that it was held by Sir C. Cockerdl «nd Mt» 

Trail, upon the trusts of the indentures of 1774< and 

1778, and prays an account of the interest whidi had 

arisen from it, but does not pray any thing as to the 

principal of the trust funds. In 1827» Jaeob Silber^ 

schildt, the father of Mrs. Munch, died, whereupon his 

two daughters became absolutely entitled to the tmst 

fund ; and the correspondence shews that, so far from 

complaining of the trust fund having remained upon the 

Indian security, and not having been transferred to thb 

trustees of the settlement of 1791, they express entire 

satisfaction at the investment and at the macnagement 

by Messrs. Palmer and Co., and express their intentioD 

to continue it upon the same investment and under the 

same management. I particularly allude to Mr^ Hoi^s 

letter of the 17th o{ August 1827, Mrs. MundCs of the 

6th of Naoember 1827, and the letter of Mrs. Munch and 

Miss Silberschildt to Messrs. Paxton, CociereUyTrkil^ and 

Co. of the 5th pf February 1828^ saying that thejr had 

authorized Messrs. Beid and Co. to receive the income^ 

but that it was their wish that die capital should remsia 

in 
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in the same situation and und^ that management which 1840. 
had for so many years regularly discharged it, and ^"^T^^"^ 
which they hoped and begged Messrs. :Pa.r/on| Cockerelly v. 

Trail, aqd Co. would' continue to do for them as for- Cookbbbll, 
merly. That this request wasf not complied with arose 
from Mr. HalVs objecting to his clients, Sir C. Cockerell 
and Mr. Traily continuing responsible for the trust, as 
appears from Mr. JHoWs letter to Messr3. Beid and Co. 
of the 20th of May 1828. The letters of FresAfield tod 
Son of the 16th of October 1829, of JB^V2and Co. of the 
same day, of Freshfield and Son of the 19th of October^ 
2d of November, and 12th of November 1829, atid of 
Mr. Byan of the 27th of October 1829, prove, beyond all 
doubt, the knowledge of Mrs* Munch, and her sister of 
the manner in which the funds had been invested and 
managed up to that time, and, instead of complaining of 
their not having been transferred to the trustees of the 
settlement of 1791, exhibit a decided intention of con- 
tinuing them in the same investment and under the 
same management in India. 

How is it possible, after this, for those who represent 
Mrs. Munch and her sister to say to Sir C. Cockerell 
and Mr. Trail — "You ought, in 1805 or 1809^ to 
have transferred these funds to the trustees of the set- 
tlement of 1791 ; and, because you did not do so, you 
must make good a loss arising from the fiiUure and 
misconduct of Palmer and Co. in 1830.'^ It would be 
strange indeed if, to such a demand, Sir C. Cockerell 
and Mr. Trail could not answer, with effect -— <^ We 
were never requested to make the transfer; and in 
1827, at least, you knew that the securities remained in 
the hands of Palmer and Co. and under their control, 
and requested that they might so continue. Had you 
Uien expressed dissatisfaction, or requested a transfer, 
the fund was safe, and no loss would have been sus- 
tained ; 
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tained; but^ with your concurrence and approbation, 
the fund was left with them, and lost by their miscon- 
duct in 1830 ; and now you ask us to make good a loss 
which has arisen from our acquiescence in your wbhes, 
and in compliance with your request** 

In 1827, upon the death of the father of Mrs* Munch^ 
all the trusts of the settlement of 1791 were exhausted; 
and to have transferred the funds to the trustees of that 
settlement would have been absurd — they belonged 
absolutely to Mrs. Munch and her sister. At that time no 
loss had been sustained. They not only did not demand 
a transfer, but requested that they might remain upon the 
same investment and under the same management as 
before ; and this under the best advice, both legal and 
mercantile. If Sir C. Cockerell and Mr. Trail were bound 
to execute the directions of the decree of 1809, by 
transferring the funds to the trustees of 1791, it was 
competent for them to do so in 1827; and it is equally 
clear that it was, at that time, competent for Mrs. Munch 
and her sister to dispense with their so doing, and to 
relieve them from such liability; and that they did so, ap- 
pears to me to be established, beyond all doubt, by the - 
correspondence and the recitals in the release of the 8th 
oi January 1830. * 



I am, therefore, of opinion that if the decree of 1809 
imposed any new duty upon the trustees of 1774 and 
1778, and subjected them to any new liability, the con- 
duct of the parties interested relieved them from such 
duty, and discharged them from such liability. 

I must also observe, upon this part of the case, that 
this supposed effect of the decree of 1809 was not put 
forward, as a ground of charging the trustees, in the 
bill, and was not much relied upon at the bar : negli- 
gence 
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gence in leaving the trust funds in the hands of the 1840. 

agent, part not invested and other part in the power of ^T^^^^ 

the agent, being the principal ground relied upon for v. 

supporting the decree. I proceed, therefore, to examine ^^^^^^^^' 
this part of the case* 

It is, I think, quite clear that no breach of trust is 
established as to the security upon which the trust 
property was invested, so far as it was invested in the 
Government paper of the East India Company^ The 
settlements of 1774 and 1778 were Indian settlements; 
the settlor is described as of Bengal; the property 
settled was in that country; the settlement of 1774 
directs the trustees to invest the funds in the Company's 
interest notes, if the same can be procured. The deed 
of 1778 directs the trustees to lav out the funds on 
some good and sufficient public or private security or 
securities, at the best and highest interest that could be 
had or obtained for the same, and provides for the 
appointment of new trustees in the place of trustees de- 
parting from India. The notes upon which the trust 
fund was from time to time invested answer these de- 
scriptions ; and no case is made out of there being any 
other Company's notes or public security in India which 
would so far better answer the description as to shew 
that such notes were not in the contemplation of the 
settlement. I am, therefore, of opinion, that the invest- 
ment upon these notes was not an improper investment. 

But the most important question remains — Was there 
such negligence in the conduct of the trustees, as to the 
dealing with, and management of, these securities, as to 
make them liable for the loss that has been sustained ? 
The first subject upon which negligence is, by the bill, 
imputed to the trustees is, ^^ the not having caused the 
notes to be indorsed and made payable to themselves, 

whereby, 
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1840. wherd}y, according to tbe course of proceeding oh^ 
^^^^"^ served by the officers of the Eiist India Company, tbe 
V, agents, Palmer and Co., woald have been prevented 

from selling, pledging, or disposing of the same, or re- 
ceiving the money thereby secured without the concur- 
rence of the trustees, but would not have been pre- 
cluded from receiving die interest and • dividends from 
time to time payable thereon, or from receiving from tbe 
Government, in lieu of the old bonds or notes when paid 
off, new bonds or notes made payable to the trustees.** 

The most plausible argument for charging these 
trustees with tbe loss appears to me to be, that it was a 
breach of trust, from the coQimencement, to permit the 
trust money to be invested upon any security not in thie 
names of the trustees : but that argument, I think, fails, 
if it be proved that no additional security could have 
been obtained by the note having been taken in the* 
names of the trustees; for, whether the power over the 
note, necessarily vested in Palmer and Co., arose from 
tbe note having been made out to them, or from having 
been indorsed to them, or from their being authorized 
to act as the attomies of the trustees, must be immate- 
rial;— -the real question being, not how the power was 
coniferred, but whether it was necessary, or according to 
the usual course of business by which such transactions 
are managed, that such power should be vested in 
agents. If the notes had been made or indorsed pay- 
able to the trustees or their order^ which appears to have 
been the form of them, Messrs. Palmer and Co. would 
have had no power over the notes except by the in- 
• dorsement or order of the trustees, or under a power of 
attorney from them ; but either the order or the power 
of attorney would have given them the same power as 
they in fact possessed by the notes having been made 

out to themselves. 

If 
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If the.Fluntiff had proved that the fund, being in- 1840. 
vested in the notes of the East India Company, could 
bsive been managed in Indiaf according to the usual 
course of buainess, without its being within the power of Cockerell. 
agentSyHxase. either of breach of trust from the manner 
in which the notes were taken, or of ne^gence in not 
taking prefer measures to secure ttie fund, might have 
been made out ; and it occurred to me, at one time, that 
the Plaintiff might be entitled to an inquiry upon that 
point : but, upon examining the pleadings and the evi- 
dencci I do not think thkt a case has been made out for 
such an iiiquiryi or that there is the least probability of 
any result from such an inquiry, except additional ex- 
pense and delay. The deed of 1778 endeavoured to . 
provide for the trustees being always resident in India^ 
Imd, < tfaerefi>re, contained a powers whether effectual or 
not'ii immatarial, to substitute new trustees for those 
who might leave India ; but that power was to be ex- 
ercised: by William Bariow only , and he died in 1799. 
When, therefore, Sir C. Cockerell left /;i^ia in 1805, 
and'-Mn 7>*afl in 1809, at which periods they respec- 
tiviely ceased to be partners in the house of Palmer and 
Cob, no power existed of appointing new trustees in 
thieiri place: and the question is, how those trustees, 
whilst absent from Indioy were to manage these trust 
fundft remaining in India^ without permitting the agents 
in India to have any power over them. This most im- 
p(H?tant point in the Plauitiff's case, if capable of proof, 
has noli be^i proved by her; but, on the contrary, it 
appears to m^ that the reverse has been proved. These 
iM^tes aire securities liable to be ptiid off, upon notice, at 
t^certain periods, or to be exchanged for other notes. 
it was, therefore, necessary, either that ther6 should be 
ftdrsons in /m&K authorized to receive isuch payment 
and tb deal with the notes^ 6v that, u^on every transac- 
ts^, speoal anthdfity shbnia be pTocured from Et^Utnd. 
i' The 
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1840. The latter, from the distance, would be attended with 

^^"TT"^^^ necessary inconvenience and probable loss, and is not 
Munch , "^ , , ^ ^ , . . 

ti. proved to be, and cannot be supposed to be, the course 

CocKEBELL. usually adopted; and, in charging trustees with loss 
from the misconduct of agents, it is not sufficient to 
prove that it might have been prevented by extra- 
ordinary care and caution. The trustee is not held 
liable, if, acting strictly within the line of his duty, he 
exercised reasonable care and diligence. 

Another mode, by which the possibility of danger 
might have been avoided, is stated, in the bill, to have 
been open to the trustees, namely, to deposit the notes 
with the Accountant-General of the Court, under a 
regulation of December 1810 ; but that plan would, ac- 
cording to the regulations printed in the Government 
Gazette Extraordinary of the 3 1st of December 1810, in 
some of the cases provided for, have equally required, 
upon each transaction, the authority of the proprietor, 
or the intervention of an agent acting under a power of 
attorney in India. And there is no proof that such a 
mode of proceeding was practicable, regard being had 
to the necessary management of the fund, or so &r con- 
sistent with the usual course of business under similar 
circumstances as to make the non-adoption of it a breach 
of trust. It is also to be observed, from the €M>pies of 
notes admitted in evidence, that, up to 1822, all the 
notes were made payable to Messrs. Palmer and Co., 
on account of Mrs. Eyles and her children. This was 
omitted in the note of the 31st of March 1822 and those 
which followed, whether by the direction of Palmer and 
Co., or by the omission of the public officer, does not 
appear; but there is no evidence to shew that Sir C 
CockereU and Mr. Trail had any knowledge of the change 
in the form of the note. It is also to be observed that the 
release of the 8th oi January 1830 proves that the Plain- 
tiff 
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tiff not only knew, and did not disapprove of, the fund 1840. 
being under the management of Messrs. Palmer and Co., ^T^^^^ 
but that they had the power of varying the securities, ©. 

which they could not have had without having power 
over the fund itself. 

It was, however, then said, that, supposing the se- 
curity wais not improper, and that the course of ma- 
nagement adopted would not, of itself, subject the trus- 
tees to liability, yet, with the knowledge they had of 
the circumstances of Palmer and Co., there was cul- 
pable negligence in leaving the security under their 
control. Several passages were read, from the xinswers, 
as to the Defendants' knowledge of the pecuniary situa- 
tion oi Palmer and Co., the result of which is, that they 
had no knowledge of their being insolvent, or likely to 
fail, until the arrival, in this country, of the news of 
their having stopped payment; but that, for some 
months before January 1830, they believed them to be 
under temporary difficulty: that in 1826 or 1827 they 
began to overdraw their account; but the Defend- 
ants, believing their representations that their embar- 
rassments were only temporary, permitted them so to 
do; they. Palmer and Co., promising to reduce the 
amount by large remittances and consignments ; which 
they failing to do, in Jviy 1829, directions were sent to 
India to take measures for recovering the balance, 
which then amounted to 400,000/., having increased to 
that sum from 150,000/., the amount in 1827. 

At what time the note for 114,800 sicca rupees was 
applied by Palmer and Co. to their own tise, does not 
appear; but, in addition to the oath of the Defendants 
that they had no suspicion of the insolvency or proba- 
bility of failure of Palmer and Co., there is the fact that, 
from 1827 to 1829, they were permitting that house 

Vol. V. Q largely 
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1840. largely to increase the balance due from them^ and 
^"^T^^^^ were, thereby, in fact, lending them money to the amount 
T^ of 250,000/. What the Plaintiff ought to bring home 
CocKERBLL. ^^ ^.j^^ Defendants, upon this part of the case, is, rea- 
sonable ground for apprehending, from what they knew 
of their circumstances^ the danger of Palmer and Co. 
appropriating to themselves the note for 114,800 sicca 
rupees, the property of others. I do not say that no 
degree of pecuniary distress coming to the knowledge of 
the trustees would not make it their duty, if possible, to 
remove from their power the note in question ; but I 
do not think that any such case is made out against 
Sir C. CockereU and Mr. Trail. Thdr conduct, with 
respect to their own affairs, proves the confidence they 
placed in Palmer and Co. ; and I am not now con- 
sidering whether there was culpable negligence in leaving 
a sum of money in the hands of persons so circum- 
stanced, but a security, which could not be afiected by 
their pecuniary situation, or endangered by any reason 
short of a grave offence committed by them. 

I am, for these reasons, of opinion that the Plaintiff 
has failed, as to the note for 114,800 sicca rupees, in 
making out a case of breach of trust, either from the 
nature of the original investment, or from culpable 
negligence in the management of it. 

The question as to the money balance appears to me to 
be subject to a very different consideration. From the 
account ending on the SOth oi April 1823, it appears that 
Messrs. Palmer and Co., having received 164,000 sicca 
rupees in payment of the note they had before held, re- 
invested only 114,800 sicca rupees, which produced a 
money balance in their hands of 48,452 sicca rupees. This 
balance was never afterwards diminished, but amounted, 
in Jarvmry 1830, the time of the failure, to 50,199 

sicca 
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sicca rupees. Permitting this part of the trust fund to 1840. 
remain in the hands and upon the personal security of ^TP^^^"^ 
Messrs. Palmer and Co., was not authorized by the f^. 

provisions of the deeds of 1774 and 1778, but was a Cockbrell.) 
direct breach of trust, made known to Sir Charles 
Cockerell and Mr. Trails by the transmission of the ac- 
counts to the house in London in which they were 
partners. This, I think, imposed an original liability 
upon them, from which they could not be relieved, even 
if they were able to shew that the loss was a result 
wholly unexpected, and most unlikely to arise fi*om the 
course adopted. 

If, indeed, it had appeared that the Plaintiff and her 
sister, being absolutely entitled to the fund, had had 
full knowledge of so large a cash balance being left in 
the hands of Messrs. Palmer and Co., and had sanc- 
tioned its being left with them, the liability of the trus- 
tees would have been discharged ; but I not only do 
not find any evidence to satisfy me that this was the 
case, but there is, I think, much reason to suppose that 
they imagined that the whole trust fund in India was 
invested upon the security of the Company's notes. 
Mr. HoU, in his letters of the 17th of Augtist 1827, 
the 20th oiMay 1828, and the 20th of October 1828, so 
considers it ; and in the Plaintiff's own letters, express- 
ing a wish that the funds should remain under the 
same management, the whole is spoken of as invested 
in the same manner; and no allusion is made to any 
cash balance. The release of the 8th of January 18S0 
accurately states the position of the ftmds ; but when 
that was executed, the insolvency had taken place, 
and the loss was completed. 

I, therefore, do not find any such knowledge in 
the cestuiqtie trusts of the position of the fund, and 

Q 2 such 
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;1840. such sanction, founded upon such knowledge, as is 
^MuNCH ^^cessary to exonerate the trustees from that which 
9. was clearly a breach of trust. And here the distinction 

must be marked between the degree of knowledge 
and sanction necessary for the purpose, and that 
which is necessary to preclude the cestuique trust from 
complaining of that not being done, the omission 
to do which, with the concurrence of the cestuique trusty 
never constituted a breach of trust. In the first case, 
it is used to release a right and discharge an obligation 
already perfected by the breach of trust; in the latter, 
only to prevent a right from arising from the non-per- 
formance of a duty which it was competent for the 
cestuique trust to dispense with. There is, therefore, no 
inconsistency in considering the transaction between the 
parties as sufficient to preclude the Plaintiff from com- 
plaining of the decree of 1809 not having been carried 
into execution, and as wholly insufficient to purge the 
breach of trust, which had been committed by per*^ 
mitting the large cash balance to remain in the hands of 
Palmer and Co. The release of the 8th oi January 1 830, 
and its recitals, strongly marks the distinction. It recites 
the order or decree of 1809, and that the trustees, 
having been for many years past in this country,, the 
management of the trust funds in India had been in- 
trusted to the care of the house of Palmer and Co., who 
had from time to time varied the securities for the $ame 
as occasion required, and received the proceeds thereof^ 
and had annually remitted the same to the house of 
Paxton and Co., for the benefit of the parties entitled 
thereto; — and that, without any complaint of the securities 
having been so left under the management of Palmer 
and Co., — but that they had, upon the request of the 
Plaintiff, been directed to be transferred by them to 
the Plaintiff; and then the Plaintiff releases the trustees 
generally. 

Being 
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Being of opinion that the Plaintiff has, under the 1840. 
circumstances^ no ground of complaint against the trus- ^JP'^^*^ 
teesy on account of the trust fund^ so far as it was in- p. 

vested upon securities, having been left under the ^^ckbrbll. 
management of Messrs. Palmer and Co., it is not 
material to consider how far this instrument could be 
supported as a release as to that part of the fund : but 
1 am now considering it as evidence of the previous 
knowledge, approbation, and sanction, on the part 6f 
the cestuiqtie tjmt, of that part of the fund which had 
been so invested, having been left in India^ and under 
the management of Palvier and Co., and, consequently^ 
of the decree of 1809 not having been acted upon; of 
which, coupled with the correspondence, it is, I think, 
conclusive proof. But it furnishes no such proof as to 
the cash balance ; it contains no recognition of the . 
propriety of the position of that part of the trust 
fund, nor indeed of any knowledge of such position, 
until the moment at which an order for its transfer to 
the Plaintiff had been given ; for which reason, and 
because the security of that part of the fund depended 
entirely upon the solvency, and not upon the honesty 
and integrity of the agents, as was the case with the 
security in their hands, I agree with the Vice-Chan- 
cellor in thinking, that the release can operate nothing 
in favour of the trustees. The cestuique trusty upon 
this part of the transaction, was entitled to the most 
full and correct statement of all the trustees knew of 
the circumstances of Palmer and Co. before they could 
be barred by a release, the effect of which was to give 
up a right which already belonged to them, of holding 
the trustees liable for the breach of trust as to the 
cash balance. 

In the laborious consideration I have given to this 
part of the case, I have not found any difficulty as 

Q 3 . to 
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to the principle of the Court applicable to the sub- 
^If!^ ject Upon referring to the case of Clough v. Bond{a\ 
t>. I have not discovered any reason for doubting the 

accuracy of the rule which I, in that case, deduced 
from the previous authorities. The difficulty in thi^ 
case has been the adaptation of the rule to the very 
complicated and novel circumstances which the evidence 
presents. 

The result is, that the bill must be dismissed, with 
costs, as to so much of it as seeks to make Sir C 
Cockerell and Mr. Trail liable for the loss sustained 
by the misapplication, by Messrs. Palmer and Co., 
of the note for 114,800, sicca rupees, and that there 
must be a decree, with costs, for the Plaintiff's 
share of the amount of the cash balance at the time 
of the failure of that house ; and, as the ground of this 
decree is a breach of trust sanctioned and adopted by 
the trustees, though originally committed by the act 
of their agent, I think the Vice-Chancellor's decree 
right in giving interest upon that sum at 51. per cent, 
from that time. There are to be no costs of the 
appeal. 

As to the question of the Paxton^ costs, I do not 
think it was necessary for the Plaintiff to proceed 
against the trustees of the settlement of 1791, or their 
estates. If they are liable, it must be upon grounds 
totally different from those upon which the estates of 
Sir C. Cockerell and Mr. Trail are charged; both 
may be liable, but the liabilities are different : there is 
not any which affects both in common. 

As 

(«) 3 Mylne S; Crtng, 490. 
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As to the costs of Mr. Le Gros, and of the repre- 1840. 
sentatives of Mr. Eveb/n and of Mr. Logan, the ^JP^^"^ 
Vice- Chancellor^ in 1836, decided that they were all v. 

necessary parties to the suit ; and from that order there Cockbbkll. 
was no appeal. If they had been originally, made 
parties^ the Plaintiff must have paid their costs of so 
much of the bill as I now dismiss ; and this, I think, 
the Plaintiff must now do : and the costs of the De- 
fendants, who have appealed, of this part of the suit, 
which the Plaintiff will pay, will include the additional 
costs incurred by those, parties not having been ori- 
ginally made Defendants. As to that part of the suit of 
which I direct the representatives of Sir C Cocket-ell and 
Me. Trail to pay the costs, the Vice-Chancellor's order 
of 1836 decided that the Plaintiff could not prosecute 
the suit without those parties being before the Court ; 
and as, in the result, no decree is made against them, 
they must have their costs from the Plaintiff: but if, as 
the Vice-Chancellor decided, it was necessary to make 
them parties, in order to prosecute the claim against 
Sir C Cockerell and Mr. Trails the estates of those 
parties must repay to the Plaintiff such costs as the 
Plaintiff is so compelled to pay ; but against this there 
ought, I think, to be set off any additional costs which 
Sir C. CockerelVs and Mr. TraiVs estates may have to 
pay, from those parties not having been made original 
Defendants to the suit. Such additional costs were 
occasioned by the error of the Plaintiff, and the De- 
fendants ought to be indemnified against such addi- 
tional costs as it may have occasioned. If required, an 
account must be taken of the assets of Sir C. Cockerell 
and Mr* Trail. 
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1840. The Lord Chancellor's order on the appeals was 

^"^^^C^"^ finally drawn up in the following terms : — 



V. 



Ck)CKBBELL. « jjjg Lordship doth order that the Decree made in 
the above Causes, dated the 22d day o( December 1838, 
be varied and added to, so that, with such variations and 
additions, the said decree do stand and be as if the same 
had originally been as follows, that is to say : His Liord- 
ship doth order that the bill in which Sir Charles RusAout 
Cockerellj John Studholme Brownriggj and James Cosmo 
Melvill are Plaintiffs be dismissed out of this Courts 
with costs ; and his Lordship doth order that it b^ re- 
ferred to Mr. Wingfieldi the Master to whom these 
causes are referred, to tax such costs ; and his Lordship 
doth order that such costs, when taxed, be paid by the 
said last-mentioned Plaintiffs : and, in the other suits, 
his Lordship doth declare that the late Plaintiff, Har^ 
riet Elizabeth Munchj was not, in her own right, or as 
the legal personal representative of Mary Elizabeth 
Silberschildtj deceased, in the pleadings in this cause 
named, bound by the releases bearing date the 8th day 
of January 1830, in the pleadings of this cause men- 
tioned, or either of them, as to the sum of 25,099 sicca 
rupees, and 12 annas, hereinafter mentioned; and his 
Lordship doth order that it be referred to the said 
Master to inquire and state to the Court what was the 
value, in English money, on the 31st day of October 
1828, of the sum of 25,099 sicca rupees, and 12 annas, 
being one moiety of the sum of 50,199 sicca rupees, 
and 8 annas, the amouni; of so much of the trust fund 
in the pleadings mentioned, as on the said 31st day 
of October 1828, was in the hands of Messrs. Palmer 
and Company in the pleadings mentioned, as a cash ba- ' 
lance; and it is further ordered, that the said Master 
do calculate interest, at the rate of 5U per cent, per 

annum, 
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annum, upon what he shall so find to be the value 1840. 
of the said sum of 25>099 sicca rupees, and 12 annas, 
from the said 31st day of October 1828 ; and his Lord- 
ship doth declare that the estate^ of the said Sir Charles Cockbbblu 
Cockerell and Henry Trail are liable to pay and satisfy 
to the Plaintiff, George Reid^ what the Master shall 
ascertain to have been the value, in English money, 
of the said sum of 25,099 sicca rupees, and 12 annas, 
on the said 31st day of October 1828, and the said 
interest thereon calculated as aforesaid : 

^^ And his Lordship doth order, that the said bill of 
supplement and revivor, in which George Meid is Plaintiff, 
and Matthew Denziloe and Elizabeth Ann bis wife, and 
William Beaufoy Le Gros, George William HaweSf Ann 
Evelyn^ and Sir Charles Bushout Cockerell are Defend- 
ants, be dismissed out of this Court, with costs, against 
Matthew Denziloe and Elizabeth Ann his wife, William 
Beaufoy Le Gros, George William Hawesy Ann Evelyn^ 
and Sir Chafles Rushout Cockerell^ as representative of 
William Logan deceased, but not as against the said 
Sir Charles Rushout Cockerell^ as representative of Sir 
Charles Cockerell deceased ; and that the said supple-* 
mental bill in which the said Geojge Reid is Plaintiff, 
and Letitia Jane Denziloe Defendant, be dismissed out 
of this Court, with costs ; and his Lordship doth order^ 
that it be referred to the said Master to tax such costs ; 
and bis Lordship doth order that such costs, when 
taxed, be paid by the said Plaintiff, George Reid; and 
it is ordered, that in taxing such costs, the Master do 
distinguish such parts of the ^ame costs ^s were in- 
curred in respect of so much of the said supplemental 
suits, for the costs of which the estates of the latQ 
Defendants, Sir Charles Cockerell and Henry Trails are 
hereinafter declared liable^ from such parts of th^ same 

costs 
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costs as were incurred in respect of so mudi.of the 
same suits as are hereinafter dismissed against the said 
J/ late Defendants with costs : 

COCKBBBLL* 

*^ And it is ordered, that it be referred to the said 
Master to tax the said Defendants, Archibald tirederiek 
PaxtoHj Henry Paxton^ and William Gill Paxton^ their 
costs of the said original and revived suits against 
them; and his Lordship doth order, that such last- 
mentioned costs, when taxed, be paid by the said 
Plaintiff George Reid ; and it is ordered that, in taxing 
such last-mentioned costs, the Master do distinguish 
such parts of the said last-mentioned costs as were 
incurred in respect of so much of the said suits, for 
the costs of which the estates of the said late De- 
fendants, Sir Charles CockereU and Henry Trails are 
hereinafter declared liable, from such parts of the said 
costs as were incurred in respect of so much of the 
same suits as are hereinafter dismissed against the said 
late Defendants with costs: 

<* And his Lordship doth order, that it ba referred 
to the said Master to tax the costs of the late Plaintiff 
Harriet Elizabeth Munchf and of the said Plaintiff 
, George Reid, of so much and such parts of the said 
original, revived, and supplemental suits, in which they 
are respectively Plaintiffs, as relate to that part of the 
trust fund in the pleadings mentioned, which appears 
to have been m the hands of Messrs. Pa/m^ and Co., 
in the pleadings named as a cash balance: 

<< And his Lordship doth order, that, in taxing the 
costs of all parties of such parts of the said suits for the 
costs of which the estates of Shr Charles CockereU and 
Henry Trail are hereinafter declared liable, the Master is 

to 
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to inquire and ascertain what additional costs have been 
incurred by reason of the said late Plainti£f, Hatriei jBUzo^ 
beth Munch^ having omitted to make the said Defendants, 
Elizabeth Ann Denziloe^ late Elizabeth Ann Le GraSf 
William Beaufby he Gros, Ann Eoelynj and the personal 
representative of WtUiam Logan in the pleadings named, 
parties to the said original bill ; and by reason of those 
several Defendants having been brought before the 
Court by the said bill of supplement and revivor, filed 
by the said George Meid on the 8th day of March 18S7, 
instead of having been made parties to the said original 
bill, having regard to the facts, that upon the death of 
the late Defendant Henry Trails who was the surviving 
acting personal representative of the said William 
Lc^an^ and died in the month oi February 1835, a sup* 
plemental bill would have become necessary, and that 
upon the marriage of the said Elizabeth Ann Le Gros in 
October 1836, another supplemental bill would have 
become necessary ; and the said Master is to ascertain 
and certify the amount of such additional and extra 
costs ; and his Lordship doth order, that the amount of 
such additional costs is not to be allowed or included 
in the amount of costs for which the estates of the said 
Sir Charles Cockerell and Henry Trail are declared 
liable as hereinafter is mentioned, but is to be deducted 
therefrom : 
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''And his Lordship doth declare, that the estates 
of the said Sir Charles Cockerell and Henry Trail are 
liable to pay and satisfy the costs of the late Plaintiff 
Harriet Elizabeth Munch, and of the Plaintiff George 
Beidj of so much and of such parts of the said original, 
revived, and supplemental suits, as relate to that part of 
the said trust fund which appears to have been in the 
hands of the said Messrs. Palmer and Co., as a cash 
balance, and also the costs which the said George Meid 

shall 
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1840. shall pay to the said Defendants, Archibald Frederick 

^■fTv^^^ Paxton, Henry Paxton^ WiUiam Gill Paxlon, Matthew 

V. DenziloCf and Elizabeth Ann his wife, William Beaufiy 

CocKERELL. j^ Gros, Gcorgc William Hawes^ Ann Evelyn^ and Sir 

Charles Bushout Cockerell^ as the personal representative 

of the said WiUiam Logan^ and Letitiajane Denziloe^ of 

so much and such parts of the said original^ revived, and 

supplemental suits as relates to such last-mentioned 

part of the said trust fund, after making such deduction 

as aforesaid : 

^^And his Lordship doth order, that the said ori- 
ginal, revived, and supplemental suits, in which the 
said Harriet Elizabeth Munch and George Reid are re- 
spectively Plaintiffs, be dismissed, as against the late 
Defendants Sir Charles Cockerell and Henry Trails and 
the Defendants Archibald Frederick Paxton^ Henry 
Paxton^ William Gill Paxton^ John Studholme Brffwnrigg, 
James Cosmo Melvill, and Sir Charles Rtishout Cockerell, 
as the personal representative of the late Defendant Sir 
Charles Cockerell, so far as the said original, revived, 
and supplemental suits relate to the moiety claimed by the 
same two Plaintiffs respectively, of the government note 
for 114,800 sicca rupees in the pleadings mentioned, 
with costs ; and his Lordship doth order, that it be re- 
ferred to the said Master to tax the said late Defendants 
Sir Charles Cockerell and Henry Trail, and the said 
Defendants John Studholme Brawnrigg, James Cosmo 
Melvill, and Sir diaries Bushout Cockerell, as the per- 
sonal representative of the late Defendant Sir Charles 
Cockerell, such last-mentioned costs ; and his Lordship 
doth order that the same, when taxed, be paid by the said 
PlaintiS George Beid : , 

<^And it ia ordered, that the said Master be at 
liberty, in certifying what is to be paid in respect of 

costs 
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costs to either party, to deduct thereFrom what he shall 
certify to be due from such party in respect of costs> to 
be paid by such party to the other : 

*^ And his Lordship doth order, that if the said De<* 
fendant Sir Charles Rushotd Cockerel^ the executor of the 
said Sir Charles Cockerell, shall not admit assets of the said 
Sir Charles Cockerell sufficient for the purposes aforesaid, 
then the said Defendant Sir Charles Rushaul Cockerell 
is to come to an account before the said Master, for the 
personal estate and effects of the said Sir Charles Cockerell 
come to his hands or to the hands of any other person 
or persons by his order, or for his use ; and if the said 
Defendants, John Studholme Brawnrigg and James Cosmo 
Melvilly the acting executors of the said Henry Trails 
do not admit assets of the said Henry Trail sufficient 
for the purposes aforesaid, then they are to come to an 
account before the said Master, for the personal estate 
and effects of the said Henry Trail come to their hands, 
or to the hands of any other person or persons by their 
or either of their order, or for their or either of their 
use: 

^^And for the better taking the said accounts and 
discovery of the matters aforesaid, the parties are to 
produce before the said Master, upon oath, all deeds, 
books, papers, and writings in their custody or power 
relating thereto, and are to be examined upon interro- 
gatories as the said Master shall direct, who, in taking 
the said accounts, is to make unto the parties all just 
allowances : 
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**And his Lordship doth reserve the consideration 
of all further directions, and of the subsequent costs 
of these suits, until after the said Master shall have 
made his report : 

"And 
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1840. ^And it is ordered, that the said Sir Charles 

^^^^ Suskout Cackerell, and the Defendants John Studholme 
V. Braumrigg and James Cosmo MelviU respectively, do 

pay unto the Defendants Ann Eoelyn, Matthew Den- 
ziloe^ and EUzabeth Ann his wife, George WiUtam 
Homes and Letitia Jane Denziloe^ and WiUiam Beaufby 
Le GroSi their respective costs of the said petition 
of appeal, to be taxed by the said Master; and 
it is ordered, that the sums of 20/. and SO/, de*- . 
posited by the said Sir Charles Eushoid CockereU and 
by the said Defendants, John Sludholme Brtmrnrigg 
and James Cosmo MelviU^ with the Registrar, on setting 
down the said petitions of appeal to be heard before his 
Lordship, be returned to the said Defendants re- 
spectively ; and his Lordship doth not think fit to make 
any order with respect to the costs of the said other 
parties of the said petitions of appeal : 

" And any of the parties are to be at liberty to apply 
to this Court as they may be advised." 
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BETWEEN 

CHARLES VANDERGUCHT - - Plaintiff; Aug. 1,8. 

AND ^OV. 16. 

The Honourable WILLIAM DE BLAQUIERE 
and Lady HARRIET his Wife, ROBERT MONT- 
GOMERIE,and the Honourable PETER BOYLE 
DE BLAQUIERE - - - Defendants. 

THE bill in this cause, as amended, sought to en- Hutbandand 
wii6 who were 
force payment, out of a sum of 3807. per annum, separated, 

payable by the Defendant, General the Honourable an'^**ment 

WiUiam De Blaquiere^ to Lady Harriet his wife, of two la writing, 

debts, of 225/. and 13Z. 85., due from her to the Plaintiff, ^heiJumrtL 

and for one of which, viz. 225/., she had accepted a bill gether again, 

of exchange in the Plaintiff's favour. that, in the 

event of a 



future separ* 
The original bill was filed on the 15th of December^ ation for a 

1837, against the husband and wife only, praying, particular 
amongst other things, an injunction to restrain the hus- wife should 
band from paying the 380/. per annum, therein described J^'^^of her""" 

as two yearly sums of 300/. and 80/*, to the wife ; and on own fortune, 

which her 
the 12th of February i 1838, before her answer came husband was 

in, an injunction, as prayed, was granted by the Vice- enticed to 

Chancellor, tiiather 

mother should 
indemnify him against her debts. 

They afterwards separated, for the cause referred to by the agreement, and the 
wife obtained a divorce in the Ecclesiastical Court, and a sentence for permanent 
alimony to an amount exceeding the income of her fortune. That alimony was 
regularly paid by the husband, and he received the income of her fortune. 

The wife accepted a bill of exchange in favour of a creditor of her own. 
. In a suit by that creditor, an injunction was granted to restrain the husband 
from paying to the wife the annual amounl^ of the income of her fortune, as the 
validity of the agreement for future separation, under which she was entitled to such 
income, was not in dispute between the husband and wife. 

Whether such an agreement would be held valid, if disputed, qtuere, 

Semble, the Court will not interfere, either to compel or to restrain the payment 
of alimony, as such, except so kr as to grant a writ 01 ne exeat against tiie husband. 
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Chancellor, upon affidavit of service of notice of motion, 
and upon affidavit of merits. 

Latiy Harriet afterwards put in her answer, and 
moved, before the Vice-Chancellor, that the injunction 
might be dissolved ; and, upon this motion, His Honor 
made an order, on the 11th of July, 1838^ dissolving 
the injunction, with costs. 

A report of His Honor's decision will be found in 
the 8th volume of Mr. Simons^s Repofis, p. 315. 

The bill was subsequently amended, in the month of 
Janiuiry 1839, and, as amended, its material statements 
were, in substance, as follows : 

That previously to the marriage of the Defendants 
William De Blaquiere and Lady Harriet his wife, then 
Lady Harriet Toxaishend, the sum of 6000A, being 
Lady Hatriefs fortune, was assigned to Lord Bat/7iing9 
since deceased, and the Defendants Robert Motitgomerte 
and P. -B. De Blaquieie^ upon trust to pay the income 
of it to the Defendant William De Blaquiere for his life : 

That, before the month of November 1812, William 
De Blaquiere and Lady Harriet differed, and separated 
from each other; but that on the 7th oi November 1812, 
on the occasion of their again beginning to live together, 
an agreement was signed by William De Blaquiere and 
Lady Harriet^ and by the Marchioness Tatxmshend her 
mother, and Mr. Harrir^ton Hudson, who had married 
her (Lady Hannefs) sister, by which it was provided, 
that if Lady Harriet should repeat accusations against 
her husband with respect to conjugal infidelity, he 
should be at liberty to carry her to Mr. Hudson's, who 
would receive her, and that upon such a removal, she 
should become entitled to the whole income of her own 

fortune. 
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fortune^ for her separate maintenance, and likewise to 
receive from her husband the further sum of 100/. per 
annum for the maintenance and bringing up of her 
child, with particular provisions as to the length of time 
during which the child should remain with her; and 
that, with the income of her own fortune and the al- 
lowance for the child so long as the same should be 
continued to her, she should maintain herself and her 
child, and not incur any debts for which her husband 
might become liable ; and that her mother, the Mar- 
chioness Tatsmshend^ should indemnify her husband 
against the payment of any debts which she (Lady 
Harriet) might contract, beyond the before mentioned 
allowance, provided she was permitted to receive the 
income of her own fortune regularly, and the allowance 
for the child as long as he continued under her care : 
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That the husband and wife continued to live together 
until the month of June 1814*, when she made accu- 
sations against him with respect to conjugal infidelity ; 
and that, in that month, they again separated ; and that 
she then, or shortly afterwards, went to reside with Mr. 
Hudson; and that they had ever since lived separate 
from each other : 

That, upon the last mentioned separation. Lady 
Harriet became entitled to receive, for her separate 
maintenance, the income of her fortune ; and that the 
husband continued to receive it from the trustees, and 
to pay it to Lady Harriet^ or her mother, for her use, 
until her separate maintenance was increased by the 
sentence for alimony afterwards mentioned ; and that, in 
particular, he made such payments in the year 1819 
and up to May 1820 : 



That, in February 1819, Lady Harriet instituted a 

suit in the Consistory Court of London^ against her 

Vol. V. R husband, 
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husband, for a divorce by reason of adultery ; and that, 
m the progress of such suit, she applied to the Court 
for permaneut alimony ; and that, by her allegation of 
faculties, she stated that her husband was entitled, for 
his life, under the marriage settlement, to an income 
of 300/. being the interest of the before mentioned 
60002i which was then laid out on mortgage; and that, by 
his answer to that allegation, he admitted that such was 
the case; but stated that, under an agreement made with 
hb wife and her mother, he had for several years 
regularly paid, and then continued r^ularly to pay, 
to Lady Harriet^ for her separate use, the whole of the 
before mentioned income of 3002. : 



That the Judge of the Consistory Court, by his de- 
cree or sentence, dated the 16th of May 1820, pro- 
nounced for the divorce, and allotted to Lady Harriet 
880/. per annum, as permanent alimony, to be paid 
quarterly from the date of the sentence : 

That the 380/. per annum was allotted for alimcniy, 
on the principle of giving to Lady Harriet the yearly 
sum of 80/i, in addition to the yearly sum of 3002. then 
paid to her as before mentioned ; and that the before 
mentioned agreement was not put an end to by the sen- 
tence, but that Lady Harriet was entitled, in case of 
need, to obtain or compel pajnnent, by means of the 
agreement, of the income of her own fortune^ in part 
satisfaction of the alimony : 



That for many years past the alimony had been paid 
quarterly by payments due on the 16th ofFdruary^ the 
16th of May^ the 16th of August, and the 16th of No- 
vembery by William de Blaquiere, to Lady Harriet^ at 
Messrs. Herries, Farquhar, & Co.'s, who were her bankers, 
for her account; and that* she had received the same, 
and was then in the receipt thereof, for her sdie and 

separate 
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separkte tisei maintenance) and benefit; and that William 1S39. 
Be Blaquiete had been . permitted to receive the income 
of the 6OOO/.5 or the securities on which it had been: 
invested, and that he was then in the receipt thereof by 
th^ authoi^ity of the trustees : 

That,. on the 8thof Jt^it^ 18S5, Lady Harriet wa& 
justly indebted to the Plaintiff for goods, money, and 
other valuable considerations in the sum of 225/., which 
sht promised to pay out of the before mentioned sepa- 
rate income and maintenance, and to charge the same 
therewith ; and that, for that purpose, she agreed to ac- 
cept the following bill of exchange drawn by the Plain- 
ti£^ vtz^-^^^London^ June dth, 1835, 226L One month 
after date, piay to my order the sum of 225/. for value 
received. To the Right Honourable Lady Harriet de 
Blaqiderey Palace, Hampton Courts C. Vandergucht ;** and 
that she accepted the bill by writing thereon the words* 
following, — ^* Harriet de Blaquiere^ payable at Messrs. 
Herriest Farqukar^ & Co. :** 

That the bill was presented at Messrs. Herries^ Far^ 
quhar^ 8l Co.'s, when due, and was dishonoured; and 
that the 225L with interest thereon, from the 8th otjuly 
18S5, remaned due to the Plaintiff: 

. That, besides the 22SL and interest. Lady Harriet 
was indebted to the Plaintiff in sums amounting to 
ISL 8& for. goods sold and delivered to her at various 
times, which sums, at the time of the sale and delivery 
of such goods, she promised and undertodc to pay to 
the Plaintiff, out of the before-mentioned income and 
muntenance, and to charge the same therewith. 

Th& hSl charged, that, as William de Blaquiere was 
living separate from his wife^ and allowed and paid her 
d» b^Me>m4tiltioned yearly sum for her separate main** 

R 2 tenance 
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tenance (which was a suitable maintenance for her), he 
was not liable to pay her debts, and that the Plaintiff 
was without remedy against him. 

The bill prayed an account of what was due to the 
Plaintiff in respect of the 225/. and the interest of it, 
and the other sums due to him from Lady Harriet ; and 
a declaration that the amount due to him was a charge 
on the 380/. per annum payable as alimony as aforesaid, 
and the arrears thereof; or otherwise that it might be 
declared that, by virtue of the agreement of the 7th of 
November 1812, Lady Harriet was entitled to receive 
the income of the 6000/. specifically, in part payment of 
the 380/. per annum ; and that the amount so due to the 
Plaintiff was a charge on such income, and the arrears 
thereof; and that an account might be taken of the ar- 
rears of the 380/. per annum, or of the income of the 
6000/., as the case might require ; and that the amount 
so due to the Plaintiff, together with his costs of the 
suit, might be paid to him out of such arrears and the 
growing and future payments of the 380/., or of the income 
of the 6000/., as the case might require ; and that, in the 
mean time, the same might be paid into Court ; and that 
William de Blaquiere^ Robert Montgomerie^ and P. B. de 
Blaquiere might be restrained, by injunction, from pay- 
ing any sum or sums on account of the before mentioned 
yearly sums, or either of them, or the arrears thereof^ or 
any part thereof, to Lady Harriet^ or for her use, or on 
her account, and that she might be restrained from receiv- 
ing payment thereof, or of any part thereof, by herself, 
or any person or persons, for her use or on her account. 



The original bill and the affidavit of merits in sup- 
port of it did not state the agreement of the 7th of 
Naoember 1812 as such, but stated that 300/. per anixiim 
was payable to Lady Harriet by the General, under an 
agreement made on their separation in 1814, and that 

SOU 
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sol. per annum additional was payable to her by him 
under the sentence of the Ecclesiastical Court. Lady 
Harriet^ by her answer to the original bill^ denied that 
it was ever agreed between her and the General that he 
should pay to her 300/. per annum, or any other sum. 
That denial, however, was qualified by hef answer to 
the amended bill, as will be presently seen. By her 
answer to the original bill she admitted the acceptance 
and dishonour of the bill of exchange. 



1839. 




After her answer to the original bill was put in, but 
before the motion to dissolve the injunction was heard^ 
an affidavit was made, verifying the agreement of the 7th 
o( November 1812; but the reporters are informed that 
the Vice-chancellor considered that it was in opposition 
to the answer, and that, therefore, it was not read before 
his Honor. 



Lady Harriet de Blaquiere, by her answer to the 
amended bill, put in on the 24th of May ISSB, admitted 
the marriage settlement, and that, by it, the 6000/., being 
her fortune^ was assigned to the three trustees before 
mentioned, upon trust to pay the interest to William de 
Blaquiere during his life ; and stated that, in the month 
of May 1812, William de Blaquiere took her to the house 
of Mr. Harrington Hudson^ her sister's husband, and 
there left her, and fcoteideiier to return to his house, and 
that she continued atMivi^ftafton's until sometime in the 
month oi November 1812, living separate and apart from 
her husband; and that, according to her belief, in or 
about the month ofOdober or November 1812, William de 
Blaquiere consented to put an end to the state of separa- 
tion, ob the terms of L^dy Harriets undertaking not again 
to accuse him of conjugal infidelity, which she accord- 
ingly undertook to abstain from doing, submitting, in that 
respect, to the terms imposed by William de Blaquiere; 
and that she believed it was also understood or arranged 

R 3 that 
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.1889. that Mr. Hudson would agaib reoeive her^ U ^another 
separation shoaldtake place, or to some ^ik^ efioetj; 
and she thought it not improbable, and was disposed to 
believe, although she had no recoUecdoa • thereof that 
JVilUam De Blaquiere and herself respectivcdy^ ob the 
last mentioned occasion, signed some writing, agreeing 
to live together, and expressing, on hear part^ an agrees- 
ment or undertaking to the effect before mentioned ; and 
she believed that» in or about the month of Naoember 
1812, a reconciliation took place, and was agreed upon 
in manner and upon the terms before^ mentioned; Imd 
she said that she did not recollect signing the aj^peemont 
of the 7th oi Naoember 1812 stated in the bill; and thai 
if it should appear that she, in &ct, signed the agree* 
ment in the bill stated, or any such: agreement, she 
believed she signed it under the impression that the 
same was only an agreement for a reconciliadoDy ^ and 
for the observance of certain terms and conditions on 
her part in regard to her conduct towards William De 
Blaquiere^ in certain respects, as the price of sncfa 
reconciliation ; and that she was not. aware that any 
paper signed by her contained any stipulations in r^ard 
to separate maintenance ; and that she certainly, accord- 
ing to her recollection and belief, never concerned her- 
self with any matter relative to s^arate maintenance, 
her anxious attention being then, as she verily believed^' 
confined to her reunion with her: husband; and that) 
under the circumstances, impressions, and belief before 
mentioned, she, in her answer to the original bill, denied, 
in manner therein stated, the existence of any agree- 
ment for a separation between herself and WiUiam de 
Blaquiere^ or for a separate maintenance; and that she 
was the rather induced to make such denial, because n6 
such agreement was made at the time when the sub- 
sequent and final separation in June 1814 took place 
between her and her husband, or afterwards^ and beeadse 
no such agreement or any agreement was made on the 

occasion 
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occasion of the former separation in May 1812. She 
admitted, that, in or about June 1814*, she made accusa* 
tions against her husband with respect to conjugal in- 
fidelity, and that they then agam separated; but that her 
husband, upon that occasion, took her to her mother's, 
and there left her, and that she did not then or after- 
wards go to reside with Mr. Hudson^ either in pursuance 
of the agreement or otherwise. She said that, to the 
best of her recollection and belief, during the period in 
the amended bill mentioned, William de Blaquiere never 
made any pajnnents or pajrment direct to her, but made 
such payments as he did make to her mother, during 
her life ; and that after her mother's death, which was 
in the month of March 1819, she believed she received, 
from several persons whom she mentioned, up to the 
month of May 1820, several sums which she mentioned, 
amounting to 875/., which, she believed, were sums paid 
to those persons by William De Blaguiere for her use. 



1839. 




She admitted that her allegation of faculties in the 
Consistory Court and her husband's answer to it, and 
the judge's sentence, were to the purport stated in the 
amended bill. She said that the whole 380/. was given 
as and for alimony; and she believed that the amount 
thereof was fixed by reference to the amount of the 
income derived by William de Blaquiere from her 
fortune and to his other means ; and that she was ad** 
vised that the agreement mentioned in the bill, if any 
such there were, was put an end to by the sentence ; and 
that she was not entitled, in case of need, to obtain or 
compel payment by means of such, if any, agreement, of 
the income of her own fortune, in part satisfaction of her 
alimony. She believed that her husband had received, 
and was then in the receipt of, the income of the 6000/., 
and that that sum was then invested in 3 per cent 
consols, in the names of the surviving trustees of the 
marriage settlement. 
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The answer of the Defendant William de Blaquiere 
to the amended bill, put in on the SOth of July 1839, 
admitted the agreement of the 7th of November 1812, 
and that from the time of the separation of 1814, 
to the sentence of alimony, he received the income 
of the 6000/., and paid it to, or for the use of. Lady 
Hatriet ; and that, since that sentence, he had received 
the income of the 6000/., or of the securities upon 
which it had been invested, and that he was still in 
such receipt ; and that the 380/. per annum, allotted for 
alimony by the sentence, had been paid by him to Lady 
Harriet^ through Messrs. Herriesj Farquhar^ & Co., 
his bankers, by quarterly payments, which became due 
at the times mentioned in the bill ; and that the last of 
such payments was made in the month of Mm^ then 
last; and that the 380/. per annum did constitute a 
suitable maintenance for Lady Harriet ; and that he 
was advised that he was not liable at law to pay her 
debts ; and that he intended to continue to pay the S%QU 
per annum, quarterly, to Lady Harriet^ or to HerrieSf 
larquhar^ & Co., unless restrained by the Court from so 
doing. 



The Plaintiff now moved, upon these answers, and 
upon the affidavit verifying the agreement of the 7th of 
November 1812, that the Vice-Chancellor's order of the 
1 1th of July 18S8 might be discharged or varied; and 
that the costs paid by the Flaintifi^ in pursuance of it, 
might be repaid to him ; and that the Defendant William 
de Blaquiere might be restrained from paying the income 
of the 6000/., or the 380/. per annum, to Lady Harriet; 
and that she and her agents might be restrained from re- 
ceiving the income of the 6000/., or the 380/. per annum ; 
and that the Defendant William de Blaquiere might be 
ordered to pay into Court the income of the 60001^ or 
the 380/. per annum. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stuart and Mr. James Parker^ in support of the 
motion. 

Mr. Jacob, Mr. Wigram^ and Mr. Uoyd, for Lady 
Harriet de Blaquiere^ in opposition to the motion, con- 
tended that the agreement of 1812 was illegal and void, 
as being made with a view to a future separation, and 
that it, in effect, gave General De Blaquiere the 
power of divorcing his wife when he pleased, and that 
neither that agreement itself, nor any income supposed 
to be derived under it, could be recognized by the 
Court; that the agreement must be considered to have 
been repudiated by the Ecclesiastical Court, and, if ever 
binding, to have been superseded by the separation 
which had taken place under the sentence of that Court; 
and that the whole 380/. per annum must be considered 
to have been paid as alimony ; that, as alimony, which 
was the creature of the Ecclesiastical Court, it could 
not be anticipated or charged ; and that, even if any 
part of it could be considered as an allowance for 
separate maintenance, as distinguished from alimony, it 
would not be susceptible of being charged or antici- 
pated, any more than a payment of a sum of money 
for housekeeping expenses ; and that an allowance for 
separate maintenance was, in this respect, different from 
separate property, which was the creature of Equity, 
and was dealt with in Equity as property. They fur- 
ther contended, that, even if the S80/., or any part 
of it, were chargeable, either as alimony, or as sepa- 
rate maintenance, or as separate property, there had 
not been, in the present case, any charge of it, or any 
attempt to charge it, and that the mere acceptance of 
the bill of exchange, which did not allude to it, could 
not operate as a charge upon it, or as an agreement to 
charge it. They stated that the present annual income 
of the 6000/. was only 220/., arising from an investment 
in 3 per cent, consols. 

Mr. 



1839. 
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Mr. Wilbrahamj for General de Blaquiere. 

Mr. Stuatii in reply. 

The following cases were referred to : — 

The reports of the present case, in the Ecclesiastical 
Court, in 3 PhiUim. 258., and 3 Ha^arSs Ecclesiastical 
Reports^ 322., Wilson v. Wilson (a), Davis v. Davis (6), 
Mytton V. Mytton (c), Ashton v. Ashton (rf), Harvey v. 
Harvey (e), Colmer v. Colmer (g), Oxenden v. Oxen^ 
den{h)j Rodney v. Chambers (i), Durant v. riV/^(>t), 
J<?^ V. Thurlow {Vjf Westmeath v. Salisbury (w), iS^iar/ v. 
Kirkwall (n). Stones v, Cooke, (o) 



Nov. 16. yX^ Lord Chancellor. 

The bill prays, in the alternative, either for payment 
out of the 380/., payable by General de Blaquiere to 
Lady Haniet, his wife, under a decree for alimony by 
the Ecclesiastical Court, or out of the income arising 
from 6000/., her fortune, which was settled upon their 
marriage, and for an injunction to prevent Lady Harriet 
from receiving any part of such income until payment 
of the Plaintiff's demand. In February 1838, the 
Vice-Chancellor granted an injunction, on affidavit of 
notice, the Defendant Lady Harriet de Blaquiere not 
appearing. She afterwards put in her answer, profes- 
sing ignorance of the agreement by which 300/. was 
secured to her, and representing the whole 380/. to be 
alimony; and, in July 1838, moved to dissolve the in- 
junction. 



(a) 2 Hagg. Consist. Hep. 205. 

(i) lb. 204 n. 

(c) 3 Hagg. Consist. 657. 

{d) 1 Rep. Cha. 87. 

{e) 2 Cha. Ca. 180. 

(g) Moseley, 118. 

{h) Gilb. Rep. 1,* 2 Vem. 495. 



(t) 2 East, 285. 

(*) 7 Price, 577. 

(/) 2 A * C. 547. 

(m) 5 JBligh, 559. see 566. 

(») 5 Mad. 387. 

(o) 8 Sim. 521 n. 
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jctDCtion. On the part of the Plaintiff, the f^^reemenit 
of. the 7th of November ISlSy under- widdi she »W8S 
entitled to receive the income arising from the 6000/.| was 
verified (a) ; but, according to the report of the case in 
8 Sim. 315., the judgment proceeded entirdy upon the as- 
sumption that the 380/. was to be considered as alimony; 
and the Vice-Chancellor dissolved the injunctbn, with 
costs, upon the ground that the Plaintiff had mis-stated 
his case, by representing that the 300/. a year was sepa^ 
rate property of the wife. 



ISSd. 




If the whole 380^ were to be considered as alimony, 
and if there were nothing else in the case, I should 
agree with this judgment, because no case having been 
referred to in which this Court has exercised its juris- 
diction over alimony, except (a) in granting writs of 
ne exeatf and the decision in Stones v. Cooke^ by Lord 
LfyndJiurstj as reported 8 Sim* 321., not being against it^ 
I should hesitate to assume such jurisdiction ; and, if the 
Court is not to exercise it for the purpose of compelling 
payment of alimony, it follows that it would not inter- 
fere, by injunction, to prevent the wife fi*om receiving 
what it had no jurisdiction to award to another claim- 
ing through her^ But it has not been explained to me 
why the Plaintiff's case, as stated in his bill, and resting 
upon the agreement of the 7th of November 1812, was dis- 
regarded in the Vice-Chancellor's Court (i). From that 
agreement, as verified, it appears that the husband and 
wife had before separated ; and, having agreed to live 
together again upon certain conditions, it was agreed^ 
through the intervention of the wife's relatives, that they 

should 



(fl) Turn. 4- Russ. 322. ; Old- 
ham y. Oldham, 7 Ves. 410. 

(b) The reporters believe that 
his Lordship \fas not aware that 



the afi&davity verHyingthis agree- 
ment, was not read in the Court 
below. 
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should live together ; but that if the wife should again 
accuse the husband of infidelity, that they should again 
separate ; and that, in that case, the wife should receive 
the whole income of her fortune, that is, of the 6000/. 
to which, by the marriage settlement, the husband was 
entitled for life, for her separate maintenance ; that, 
with that income, she was to maintain herself, and not 
to incur any debt for which the husband might become 
answerable; and the wife's mother, who was a party to 
the agreement, agreed to become surety for the wife^ 
and to indemnify the husband against the payment of 
any debt, which the wife might contract beyond the 
above allowance, provided she was allowed to receive 
the income of her fortune. 



The anticipated separation took place in 1814;; and 
in 1819 the wife instituted a suit in the Ecclesiastical 
Court for a divorce, upon the ground of adultery by the 
husband, and obtained a sentence for that purpose, and 
the Court allotted to her 880/. per annum for alimony. 

The Plaintiff's demand is for articles furnished to 
the wife, in respect of which she accepted a bill, dated 
the 8th of June 1835, drawn by the Plaintiff, for 225/., 
upon her, and made payable at Messrs. Herries & Co. 
It was contended, and there seems to be reason to sup- 
pose, that the 380/. was fixed by adding the SQL to the 
300/. she was entitled to receive as interest of the 
6000/. ; but the sentence giving alimony takes no notice 
of her title to the 300/., but directs payment of the 
whole 380/. as alimony, {a) 



Assuming that the 380/. was. to include the inte- 
rest of the 6000/., it is clear that the wife cannot be 

entitled 

(a) 3 Hagg. 522—329. 3 PhUlim. 258. 
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entitled to receive both ; but if she was entitled to re-> 
ceive the interest of the 6000/. under the agreement^ 
I do not find any thing in the case to deprive her of 
that right. Her title to whatever might be the amount 
of such interest would be better under the agreement 
than under the decree for alimony, as not being subject 
to the discretion of the Ecclesiastical Court, and as 
having the trust fund itself as her security, instead of 
the personal liability of the husband. If, then, her title, 
under the agreement, to the income of the 6000/. be 
good, and has not ceased to exist, this case does not 
differ from the many others which have occurred, in 
which this Court has given to a creditor of a married 
woman, to whom she has given a bill for the debt (a), a 
remedy against her income settled to her separate use ; 
and, if so^ this Court would not hesitate to give effect to 
such a right in the creditor, by preventing the married 
woman from receiving her separate income whilst the 
creditor remained unsatisfied. 



1839. 




But it was argued that the agreement was illegal, as 
providing for a future separation, (b) If it were neces- 
sary to decide that point, the difficulty of endeavouring 
to reconcile the difierent authorities upon that subject, 
and to extract a sound rule from them all, would be 
to be encountered. In Rodney v. Chambers (c), a cove- 
nant providing a separate maintenance for the wife, in 
the event of a future separation, was held good. In 
Dwrant v. Titley {d) it was held good in the Court of 
Exchequer, and bad in the Exchequer Chamber by 
Lord Tenterden and Lord C. J. Dallas; but in Jee v. 
TAurl&w {e)y Lord Tenterden says, that the Judges who 
decided Durant v. Titley did not intend to shake any 

former 

(a) 3 Madd. 587. 4 Sm, 83. (c) 2 East^ 285. 

5 M. 4- K. 209. \d) 7 Price, 577. 

(6) 2 East, 285. 2B. Sf C. {e) 2 Barn. ^ Cress. 547., see 

547. Jac(A, 126. 140. 551. 
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1839. fonner' decision; and in Westmeath v. Sdlisbunf'(a) the 
Court of Cbaobery in Ireland havidg held such'a provision 
illegal^ and ra appeal having been brought before tlie 
House of Lords upon other grounds^ so that this ques- 
tion was not* before the House for decision, Lords 
Eldon and Lyndkurst expressed very decided opinions 
against the legality of such provisions for future separ-» 
ation. There are, no doubt, shades of distinction between 
the circumstances of those cases, and some fiu^ts in this 
case, which differ from them all, and particularly in this, 
-—that the agreement, providing for the event of a future 
separation, was not entered into when the parties were 
living together, but was the price and condition of 
terminating a state of separation. There are many 
other cases applicable to this subject ; but those I have 
referred to are sufficient to shew, if the question of the 
legality of the agreement were to be decided between 
these parties, that the question is of too much import* 
ance to be disposed of upon an interlocutory applica- 
tion. It could only be properly decided at the hearing ; 
and an injunction in the meantime would be much of 
course. But it will be to be considered how far, between 
these parties, such a question can arise. The Plaintiff 
does not seek to enforce the contract, but only to eista- 
blish a title to the fruits of it when carried into efiect, 
and to receive payment, from the wife; or those about to 
pay it to her, out of such fruits, sufficient to discharge 
his demand. I think, therefore, that, so &r iEis relates 
to the 300/. per annum under the agreement, there must 
be an injunction as prayed, which leaves untouched the 
title to the alimony. 



The minutes of this orders as drawn up, discharged 
so much of the Vice-Chancellor's order as directed -the 

Plaintiff 

(a) 5 BligK N. S. 559., 860 36S. 
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Plaintiff to pay costs to Lady Harriet ; and it ordered 
that the costs paid under that order should be repaid, 
and that an injunction should be awarded to restrain 
General de Blaquiere from paying the income of the 
6000^. to Lady Harriet^ until further order. 
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Vander- 

GUCHT 

V, 

De 
Blaquiere. 



Mr. Stuart and Mr. James Parker, on behalf of the Nov. 30. 
Plaintiff, afterwards applied to the Lord Chancellor to * 
extend these minutes, so as to direct that the income 
of the 6000/. should be paid into Court. 

Mr. Jacob^ Mr. Wigram, and Mr. Uoydy for Lady 
Harriet de Blaquiere, opposed the application. 

Mr* Wilbraham, for General de Blaquiere^ did not 
object 

The Lord Chancellor refused the application, with 
costs. 



On a subsequent day, however, upon the application 
of Lady Harriet de Blaquiere herself, and with the 
concurrence of the Plaintiff and General ^ Blaquiere, 
an order was made for payment into Court of the arrears 
th^n due of the 380/. per annum, and of a part of the 
next accruing payment of that sum* 



1840. 
Jufy 4. 



The reporters are informed that the suit was after- 
wards compromised. 
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May 3], 
June 1. 
Dec. 17. 



CASE V. DROSIER. 



X 



the Rolls, allowing a general demurrer to the bill. 



The question turned upon ti^e construction of a will 
stated in the bill. 

A full report of the case below will be found in the 
second volume of Mr. Keen's Reports, {a) •. 



Testator de- 'TpHIS was an appeal from an order of the Master of 
vised two 
estates to 
trustees for 
500 years, and, 
subject there- 
to, devised one 
estate to his 
grandson A, 
for life, with 
remainder to 
AJs sons in 
tail male, with 
remainder to 
i<.'s daughters Mn Wigram^ Mr. Girdlestone, and Mr. Gardner 

with'rl.^"^ * stated the argument in support of the demurrer, {b) 
mainder to ^ 

mndson B ^^' ^^^^^*^ ^^^ ^^ • Heath were heard in support 

for life, with of the bill, 
similar re- 
mainders to 
j9.'s issue, and 
devised the 
other estate 
to B. for life, 
with remain- 
der to ^.'s 
sons in tail 
male, with re- 
mainder to his 
daughters in 
tail general, 
with remain- 
der to A, for 
life, with 
similar re- 
mainders to 

his issue; and he declared the trusts of the 500 years' term to be that, in case either 
A, or B. should die without issue, whereby the survivor of them would become entitled 
to both estates, 2000/. should be raised for each of the testator's two granddaughters. 

A, died, leaving a daughter, and then B. died without issue, whereupon the two 
estates became united in A*s daughter; but, as both A. and B. were dead, the event 
of the survivor of them becoming entitled to both estates did not happen. 

Held, that if it was intended that the 2000/. should be payable in case of an union 
of both estates happening otherwise than in the lifetime of one of the two grandsons 
i^A. and B.)^ such intention was too remote. 



The authorities referred to in argument were : Morse 
V. Ijord OtTnonde (c), ToUett v. ToUeit^d), Ellicombe v. 
Gompertz(e)f Wilmot v.Wilmot[g)^ Ranelagh w. Rane^ 
lagk (A), Goodwin v. Clark (/), Feam^s Contingent Bf- 

mainders 



(a) 2 Keen, 764. 

{b) It seems to have escaped 
observation that the Appellant's 
counsel ought to have begun. 
See Attomey'Generalv. AtptnaU^ 
2 Mylne ^ Craig, 615. 



(c) S Madd, 99. 1 Ruu, 582. 

(d) A^nb. 177. 194. 

{e) 5 Mylne Sf Craig, 127. 
ig) 8 Fes. 10. 
(h) 2 Mylne Sf Keen, 441. 
(t) 1 Lev. 3S., and I SUL 102. 
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mainders (a), Bristow v. Boothby (i), Egerton v. Jones (c), 1839. 

Bales V. Conn (rf), -<^//o« v. Brooks (e\ Barlow v. Sal^ ^"^^"^^ 

ter{g\ Crowder v. Stone {k)^ Doe v. Wainewrifrhl {i\ v, 

Brownsword v. Edwards (*), JSop^ v. Hallifax (/), Z)o^ Drosier. 
^««. Lumley v. Scarborough, (m) 

At the conclusion of the argument in support of the 
bill, 

The Lord Chancellor said he would hear the reply 
of the counsel who supported the demurrer, if, upon 
consideration^ he should think it necessary. 



T%e Lord Chancellor. Dec. i7. 

After the Appellant had concluded his case at the 
hearing of this appeal, I was so impressed with the irn* 
possibility of its being maintained, that I declined hear- 
ing the Respondent, for the purpose of my considering 
the case in private. The result of that consideration 
has been to confirm the opinion I had so formed. The 
testator first created a term of 500 years, and, subject 
to that term, devised one estate to his grandson Thomas^ 
for life, remainder to his sons in tail, with remainder to 
his daughters in tail general, remainder to his grandson 
Philip^ with similar limitations ; and he devised another 
estate in the same manner, only putting Philip before 
Thomas, And he declared the trusts of the 500 years' 
term to be that, in case either Thomas or Philip should 

depart 

(a) Pp. 476. 614. {k) 5 Rws. 217. 

\b) 2 Sim. (J- Stu 463. (i) 5 T. E. 427. 

(c) 5 Sim. 409. [k) 2 Fes. Sen. 243. see 248- 

(d) 4 Sim. 65. (/) 8 Taunt. 845. 

(e) 7 Sim. 204. (m^ 5 A.Sc E. 2. 897. 
(g) 17 r«. 479. 

Vol. V. S 
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18S9. depart this life without issue, whereby the survivor of 
them would become entitled to all his estates comprised 
in the said term, that his trustees should raise 2000Z. 
for each of his grand-daughters, through whom the 
Plaintiff claims. Thomas died, leaving a daughter and 
Philip surviving, and afterwards P/*i/fp died without 
issue, whereby both estates became united in Thoma^s 
daughter ; and the PlaintiflF's case is that, therefore, the 
2000/. became payable. It is clear that the event upon 
which that sum was made payable has not happened ; 
for, although Philip has died without issue, there was 
no survivor of Thomas and Philip to take both estates. 
To read the word " survivor " as " other " will not alter 
the case, both the grandsons having only life estates ; 
but the Appellant contends that the intention being to 
make the 2000/. payable upon the union of the two 
estates, the provision must l)e considered as applicable 
to that event, though happening after the death of the 
grandsons and during the possession of their issue. If 
so, it must be applicable to the union of the two estates 
during the possession of remote as well as of immediate 
issue. Indeed, the dying without issue would mean an 
indefinite failure of issue, unless confined by the pro- 
vision that it must happen during the life of the sur- 
vivor, which restriction this argument excludes ; so that 
the 2000/. would, upon that construction, be payable 
either upon an indefinite failure of issue generally, or, at 
least, of the issue male, or issue of daughters who were en- 
titled to take the estates (and I will assume that the latter 
is the true construction), and the Appellant thereupon 
argues that this is only a legacy charged upon the estate 
upon the failure of an estate tail, which is not void for 
remoteness. But why is such a charge not void for 
remoteness ? Merely because, being after an estate tail, 
it is barrable by recovery, as was the case in Morse v. 
Lord Ormonde; but, in this case, the 2000/. is charged 

upon 



Drosier. 
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upon, or is part of, a term anterior to the estate tail, and 1839. 
therefore not barrable by recovery, but to be enjoyed ^T^^^^^ 
only upon the failure of the issue male, or of the issue v. 

of daughters of one of the grandsons. There is no gift 
of the 2000/., except in declaring the trusts of the term, 
and that term would not be affected by the recovery. 
Eales V. Conn (a), aflSrmed by the Lord Chancellor 
in 1831, is a direct authority upon that point, which I 
have no disposition to disturb, (b) It is also to be ob- 
served, that the bill expressly contends that the term 
and the 2000/. charged upon it are not barrable by a 
recovery. It makes the Defendant pretend that a re- 
covery had been suffered of the estate first given to 
Thomas^ and then charges that all the interests under 
the recovery are subject to the term ; but if the term 
and the charge upon it be not barrable by recovery, 
then there is no ground for contending that the charge 
is not too remote. 

There is, therefore, no possible construction of the 
gift of the 2000/., which, in the^events which have hap- 
pened, as stated upon the bill, would support the Plain- 
tiff's claim. I am, therefore, of opinion, that the de- 
murrer was properly allowed by the Master of the 
Rolls, and that the appeal must be dismissed, with costs. 

(a) 4 Sim. 65. (b) See sUso Roper v. HaUifax, 

8 Taunt, 845. see 869. 



S 2 
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2)^0.12,13,24. 



HILL V. GOMME. 



A., by deed, riiHIS case IS very fully reported in the first volame 
contracted ■ j j r 

with 0., that, -^ of Mr BeavafCs Reports^ upon the hearing at the 
Rolls (fl).. 



in consider, 
ation of 100/. 
expressed to 
be paid to A, 
by B.heriA,) 
would main- 
tain, educate, 
and apprentice decree. 
J?.'8 child, a 
boy of five 
years, and that 
if he had no 
child of his 
own, ^.'s child 
should, in 
case of his 
attaining 
twenty-one 
years, have all 
his [AS) real 
and personal 
estate at his 
death, subject 
to a life in- 
terest for his 
widow. 

It appeared, 
from the cir- 
cumstances of 
the case, pro- 
bable, that 

the apparent consideration of 100/. was not, in fact, paid, or intended by either party 
to be paid, and that it was stated in the deed pro formd only. There was some 
evidence that the child was at AS house after-the date of the deed, but it appeared 
doubtful whether the child ever lived with A. in the manner provided by the contract, 
and he »oon after was residing with his father {B,\ and the Court was satisfied that 
A. and B,^ by agreement between themselves, abandoned the contract, and that the 
itatus of the child had not been altered by any thing done by A, in pursuance of the 
contract. Upon a bill filed by the child, after the death of vj.. Held, that the contract, 
having been abandoned by the contracting parties, could not be enforced by the 
child. , 

Whether this Court would perform a contract by which a person, for a sum of 
money, deprives himself of the possibility of realising property which he can dispose 
of ^ willy and thus destroys an active motive for bettering his condition in life, qtUBre. 

Whether, if the contract had been so acted on by A» as to alter the Hatw of the 
chiUt ^ cm couU Imvo enforced the contract, quare. 



The Master of the Rolls having dismissed the bill 
with costs, the Plaintiff appealed from his Lordship's 



Mr. Richards and Mr. G. L. Russell for the Plaintiff* 

Mr. Tinney^ Mr. Wigram^ Mr. Chandless^ Mr. Weld^ 
Mr. Mylne^ Mr. Armstrongs and Mr. S. Atkinson for the 
respective Defendants. 

The Plaintiff's counsel referred to DiUton v. P<wrf(ft), 
Doe V. Knight (c), Exton v. Scott {d)y Murless v. Frank- 
lin (e\ Crabb v. Crabb (g), Knatchbtdl v. Feamhead (A), 

Dyer 

{a) 1 Beav. 540. (e) 1 Sw. 13. 



(A) 1 Ventr.5\8, 
(c) SB.Sf C. 671. 
(</) 6 5im. 31. 



(g) 1 Mylne^ Keen, 511. 
{h) 3 Mylne ^ Craig, 123. 




The Lord Chancellor. 

Much of the difficulty in which this case has been in- 
volved^ would, I think, be removed, if an accurate notion 
could be first formed of the situation of James Dean, 
against whose estate a specific performance of his cove- 
nant is sought. As against him, the bill is for a specific 
performance of a contract for the sale of all the real and 
personal estate of which he might be seised or possessed 
at the time of his death. The consideration for this 
was, nominally, so much of 100/. as might remain after 



(o) 2 Cox, 92. (/) Turn, <$• Ruts, 281. 

{b) 1 Mylne ^ Keen^ 520. • {m) 5 Mer, 249. 

(c) Cowp, 437. (fi) 1 riei.jun.50. 

(rf) I P. W. 111. (o) 6 Ves.ese. 

{e) 1 LL^ Goo. temp. Sugd. (p) 18 Fi?*.84. 

553. (?) 18 Ves. 140. 

(g) 2 Keen, 81. (r) 1 Mi/lne 4r Cra'g^ 226. 

(A) Rolis, May 1st, 1829, un- («) 1 Ambl, 506. 

reported. (/] oS'm, l., 2 Rust. ^ Mi/lne, 

(t) Back, 13., and the note to 451. 

that case. (u) i Beatfy, 228. 

. (^) 6 r«. 602. (*) 2 Mylne 4* Craig^ 459. 

S S maintaining 
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D^er V. Dyer{a\ Kilpin v. Aj/j^m (6), Martyn v. H/wd (c), 1 839. 
Lamphigh v. Lamplugh (J), JS///5 v. Nimmo (e), Colyear 
V. Countess ofMu/grave (g), /^i?//cA v. tfcw^5. (A) 

The Defendant's counsel mentioned JSj? ^ar^^ fF/V- 
liams (/), Ex parte Peek {k\ Johnson v. Legard (/), Sm//o» 
V. Chetm/nd {m), Colman \\Sarel{n), Ellison y. Ellison {p\ 
Pulvertoft V. Pulvertqft (p), JSj? ji^ar^^ Pj/e* (y), Edwards 
V. Jo«^5 (r), JS/aAre v. Leigh (s), Garrard v. Zorrf Zaw- 
'derdale (/), Stratford v. iorrf Aldborovgh («), Flower v. 
Marten, (x). 
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1839. maintaining and educating and placing out as an ap- 
prentice a boy of five years old. No doubt^ it was 
possible, that the child might die, and so those expenses 
might be saved ; but, looking to the chances of a child 
of five years attaining twenty-one, and the necessary 
expenses of his maintenance and education, and of 
placing him out as an apprentice if he should live, it 
will be found that no part of the 100/., if paid, could be 
referred to the purchase of the real and personal estate 
of James Dean^ whatever it might be. It is, however, 
unnecessary to pursue this inquiry ; because, if the cause 
turned upon the evidence of the fact of the 100/. having 
been paid, I should be of opinion that the evidence not 
only did not prove that payment, but was strong to dis- 
prove it. It is, in the first place, proved, that a money 
consideration formed no part of the original agreement 
between the parties; but they were advised that the 
transaction must have the appearance of being founded 
upon a valuable consideration. It is not very probable 
that the parties should so far depart from their original 
agreement as to pay 100/. for a contract which the other 
party was willing to execute for nothing; but it was th^ 
obvious consequence of the advice given, that it should 
be made to bear th^ appearance of some valuable con- 
sideration being paid. The fact of payment is directly 
in issue, and was known to be the foundation of the 
Plaintiff's title ; but no evidence is given of the payment, 
except the receipt, which, under such circumstances, 
is of no value. It is, however, proved, that no money 
was paid before the receipt was signed ; but if Thomas 
Hiirs recollection of what took place nearly twenty 
years before he made his deposition be correct, John 
Hill afterwards said he believed that the business was 
concluded, except paying the money, and that he put 
his hand into his pocket, as if he were going to produce 

the 
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the money when the witness left the room — a remark and 1839. 
act not inconsistent with the supposition that the 100/. 
had been inserted at the suggestion of counsel, without 
any intention that it should be actually paid, as the 
parties may be* supposed to carry on the farce up to 
the very act of payment. 

Supposing, however, that the money was paid, it is a 
bill for a specific performance of a contract to convey 
and assign all the real and personal estate. Freehold 
estate there was none; but there were leaseholds of 
which the Defendant Vaile became purchaser in 1828, 
without any notice of the Plaintiff's title, as he alleges, 
and there not being any proof of his having had any 
such notice. The rest of the property consisted of 
chattels and other things, for which a bill for a specific 
performance of a contract to sell would not lie. But 
suppose these objections not to exist, is it clear that 
this Court will decree a specific performance of such a 
contract as this, by which, for a certain sum, a party 
deprives himself of the possibility of realising property 
over which he can have a disposing power by will, and 
the effect of which, therefore, is to destroy the most 
active motive for bettering his condition in life? Prebble 
V. Boghtcrst (/z), and the other cases upon which it was 
founded and which have followed it, have no analogy 
to such a case as this. In those cases, marriage was 
the consideration, and the parties claiming the benefit 
were the children of that marriage ; but, here, the child 
to be benefited was a total stranger to the party con- 
tracting to devest himself of all power over his property. 
As between him and the other parties, there was no 
consideration, meritorious or otherwise, except the 
remnant, if any, of the 100/. In Hobson v. Trevor {b\ 

the 
(a) 1 Swamt, 509. .'580. (d) 2 P. Wrm. 191. 

S 4 
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1839. the parties to be benefited were the daughter of the 
contracting party, her husband and children. 

Let it, however, be assumed, that the contract was 
such as this Court would enforce, and that a valuable 
consideration was paid for it — the parties to the contract 
were the Plaintiff's father and James Dean ; the party to 
be benefited was, indeed, the son, but it cannot be that 
the parties to the contract are, for that reason, to be 
precluded from dealing with each other upon the subject 
of the contract. The vendor knew nobody but his 
purchaser, and it cannot affect bis rights that the pur- 
chaser gives to any one else the benefit of his contract. 

Cases of advancement have been referred to as analo- 
gous to this. All those cases are between the parent 
and the child, and those who claim through them, and, 
in all, the question is, whether the father's equity to con- 
sider a person to whom his estate has been conveyed 
without consideration, as a trustee for him, is not 
repelled by the child's title to have the transaction 
considered as an advancement. Here, the question is, 
not who would be entitled, as between the father and 
• son, to the fruits of the contract, if enforced, but whether 
the son can enforce it against a stranger. In Prebble v. 
Bogktirstj and the other cases of that description, the 
consideration being marriage, the children of the mar- 
riage were Plaintiffs ; but, in all marriage contracts, the 
children of the marriage are not only objects of, but 
qtmsi parties to it. 

But, going back to 29 Car. 2., the case of Dufton v. 
Pool {a) has been produced as an authority for this 
Plaintiff's right to sue. Of the Plaintiff's right to 

sue 

(o) 1 Ventr, 518. 552. 
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sue at law, in that case, I say nothing: there was much 1839. 
difference of opinion amongst the judges who decided 
it; but the facts of that case would, I conceive, give 
to the Plaintiff an undoubted right to relief in this 
Court, though upon a principle which has no applica- 
tion to the present case. A father, seised in fee of land, 
was about to cut down timber upon it, to raise 1000/. 
for his younger child. His son and heir, in consi- 
deration of his not cutting down the wood, promised to 
pay 1000/. to such younger child; that is, in consider- 
ation of the father permitting this property to descend, 
the son promised himself to do what the father was 
about to do out of it In Chamberlain^ s case {a) a 
father being about to make a will, and thereby to make 
certain provisions for his younger children, the son 
and heir persuaded him not to make any such will, and 
that he would take care his brothers and sisters should 
have those provisions, whereupon the father forbore to 
make the provisions, and they were decreed against the 
heir. Duttoji v. Pool^ therefore, is no authority in 
support of the Plaintiff's attempt to make the De- 
fendant liable to him for the performance of the contract 
entered into with his father. 

If, indeed, the agreement had been so far acted upon, 
as to have altered the status of the child, as it was ob- 
served by the Master of the Rolls, and that by the act 
of DeaUf Dean might have been precluded from dis- 
puting with the child his liability to perform his part of 
the agreement ; but that would have been a new equity, 
though arising out of the agreement, and which the 
facts of this case exclude. Let it, however, be assumed, 
that this Court would permit him to sue upon such 

contract, 

(a) Pre, Cha, 4. ; and see Freem. 34. 
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1889. contract, it cannot be that such right or the reservation 
TJ^**^ of the benefit to him under the contract, should prevent 
V. the parties to the contract from dealing with each 

other relative to it. If, in Button v. Pool^ the father, 
after the undertaking of his son, had cut down the 
wood, and had not applied the proceeds for the benefit 
of the daughter, it cannot be supposed that the son 
would have been liable to her for the 1000/. The con- 
tract, therefore, between James Dean and John Hill was 
liable to be affected by their acts towards each other, 
notwithstanding the benefit which the Plaintiff was to 
take under it. The intention of the father so to benefit 
the child was, indeed, manifested by the agreement, 
but nothing more, and could not affect the rights or 
equities of the other party to it. 

It is necessary, therefore, to look to the conduct of 
the parties, and particularly of the father. If the 100/. 
was given by the Plaintiff's father for the covenant on 
the part of Dean^ part, at least, of the consideration for 
that payment was the being relieved from the expenses 
of maintaining and educating the Plaintiff; and part of 
the benefit Dean was to receive was the society of the 
child. I think the observations of the Master of the 
Rolls upon the evidence addressed to this part of the 
case, are perfectly just, and that the evidence of the 
agreement having been acted upon at all is very insuf- 
ficient to establish that fact ; vbut that it is amply proved 
that both parties so far abandoned the contract, soon 
after it was made, that neither party derived the benefi t 
from it which it purports to secure, so that, as between 
the two contracting parties, it would be impossible for 
the representatives of either to demand, in this Court, 
a specific performance of itj The claim of the Plaintiff^ 
as assignee of the debt, supposed to consist of the value 

of 



As the Plaintiff sued and appealed in forma pauperis^ 
he could not be ordered to pay the costs, and, there- 
fore, the order made upon the appeal was, simply, that 
the petition of appeal should be dismissed. 
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of the maintenance of the Plaintiff during his minority, 1839. 
is so wild, as scarcely to have been made the subject of 
argument ; but if the father had the power to abandon 
and rescind that part of the contract which provided a 
benefit to his son, and which, I think, he had, then .his 
acts and conduct operate upon this part of the contract 
as well as the other, and this ground alone would, I 
think, afford an answer to the Plaintiff's bill. I think, 
therefore, it was properly dismissed, and that the ap- 
pellant must pay, to the respondent, the costs of this 
appeal. 
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1840. 



May 1. 
Nov. 19. 



BETWEEN 

SARAH HEIGHINGTON, EDWARD HEIGH- 
INGTON, JOHN HEIGHINGTON, MAR- 
THA JANE HEIGHINGTON, and ROBERT 
HEIGHINGTON the Younger - Plaintiffs ; 

JOHN GRANT and WILLIAM GORE 

Defendants ; 

AND BETWEEN 

SARAH HEIGHINGTON and MARTHA JANE 
HEIGHINGTON - - - Plaintiffs; 

EDWARD HEIGHINGTON and JOHN HEIGH- 
INGTON - - - - Defendants; 

AND BETWEEN 

SARAH HEIGHINGTON, EDWARD HEIGH- 
INGTON, JOHN HEIGHINGTON, and WIL- 
LIAM FARROW, and MARTHA JANE, his 
wife ----- Plaintiffs, 

JOHN GRANT - - - Defendant. 

By original and amended bills and bills of revivor. 



"■3 Y the decree made in the first mentioned cause, by 
-*^ Sir John Leach^ Master of the Rolls, on the 4th 
o^ June 1832, the bill was dismissed, as against the De- 
fendant Gore, witli costs, and it was* referred to the 
Master to take an account of the personal estate, not 
specifically bequeathed, oi Robert Heighington the tes- 
tator, 



Under a di- 
re(:tion, in a 
decree, that 
tlie Master 
shall ascertain 
balances in the 
hands of a 
party at the 
end of each 
year, and shall 
compute in- 
terest on such 

balances, and shall '^ in taking the said accounts " make annual rests, followed by 
a direction that the party shall be charged with interest " after the rate and in 
manner aforesaid upon such balances : " the interest computed on the balance due 
at the end of the first year is to form part of the balance due at the end of the 
second year, and upon which interest is then to be computed, and so on from year 
to year, to the end of the account. 



Grant. 
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tator, in the pleadings named, come to the hands of the 1 840. 
Defendant Grants one of his executors, or to the hands Hei^Ington 
of any other person or persons by his order or for his t-. 

use ; and it was ordered that the Master should ascer* 
tain what balances of the testator's monies and estate 
remained in the hands of the Defendant Grant unap- 
plied, at the end of twelve months from the testator's 
death, and also what balances had remained in his hands 
at the end of each year since the time before mentioned, 
after giving credit for such sums of money as he should 
have paid, applied, or advanced, in the administration 
of the testator's estate, or to or for the use of Sarah 
Heigkington, the testator's widow, and her children, in- 
cluding all sum and sums of money paid or advanced 
by him for her or their use to the Leighton Buzzard 
bank^ And it was ordered that the Master should com- 
pute interest at the rate of 51* per cent, per annum on 
the balances which should appear to have been in the 
hands of the Defendant Grant at the end of each year 
since the time aforesaid ; and the Master, in taking the 
said accounts, was to make annual rests : and it was 
ordered that the Defendant Grant should be charged 
with interest, after the rate and in manner aforesaid, 
upon such balances, accordingly ; and it was referred to 
the Master to tax the Plaintiifs their costs as to so 
much of the suit as sought to charge the Defendant 
Grant with interest on the balances from time to time 
remaining in his hands as before mentioned; and it was 
ordered that such costs, when taxed, should be paid 
by the Defendant Grant. The usual directions were 
given for production of books and examination of wit-> 
nesses upon interrogatories, and for making just allow- 
ances. Further directions, and the rest of the costs of 
the suit were reserved. And it was ordered that the 
Attorney-General should be furnished with a copy of 
ihe proceedings in the cause, by the Plaintiffs or their 

solicitor. 
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1840. solicitor^ and also be at liberty to attend the Court on 

^.^^^^^^^^ the hearinfi: of the cause for further directions. And any 
Heiohington 

V. of the parties were to be at liberty to apply to the Court 

Orant. ^ ^jjgy might ^)g advised. 

On the 11th of Febrtiaty 1839, the Master made his 
report^ in pursuance of this decree, and thereby found 
that there had come to the hands of the Defendant 
Grant, or some person or persons by his order, or for 
his use, in respect of the personal estate of the testator 
not specifically bequeathed, the sums of money men- 
tioned in the first schedule to the report, amounting, 
together, to the sum of 4662Z. ISs. lOd, with which he 
had charged him accordingly ; and that Grant or some 
person or persons on his account, had paid, in discharge 
of debts, funeral expenses, and legacies, and otherwise, 
on account of the said estate, in a due course of adminis- 
tration, the sums of money mentioned in the second 
schedule to the report, amounting together to the sum 
of 4755/. Us. Sd.9 which he had allowed to the De- 
fendants accordingly, and which included the sum of 
1179/. 7s. ll£^ paid by him into the Bank, with the 
privity of the Accountant-General, to the Credit of the 
first-mentioned cause, on the 1st of Jtdy 1831, under an 
order of the 22d otjune 1831. And he found that after 
deducting the amount of the first schedule from the 
amount of the second schedule, there would appear to 
be due to the Defendant Grant, to balance his account 
in respect of the personal estate of the testator, not 
specifically bequeathed, the sum of 92/. 17^. 5(L: and 
the Master stated that he had examined the particulars 
of Grants receipts and payments set forth in the first 
and second schedules, and made annual rests therein ; 
and he found that the testator died on or about the 14th 
of February 1814, and that on the 14th of February 1815 
there was not any balance in Granfs hands, in respect 

of 
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of the testator's monies and estate; but on that day, and 1840. 
also on the 14th of February 1816, the payments made ^^^^^^^ 
by him had exceeded his receipts, and that on the 14th ». 

of February 1817 there was a balance of 1386/. 185. Bd, in ^R^^'^- 
his hands, in respect of the said monies and estate ; and 
that there was also, at the end of each succeeding year, a 
balance remaining in his hands, after-giving him credit for 
such sums of money as in the decree mentioned, up to the 
1st of July 1831 ; and that on the 1st oi July 1831, the 
balance in his hands was the sum of 1086/. IO5. 6e/. ; and 
that, pursuant to order of the 22nd oi June 1831, Grant, 
on the 1st of Jm/j/1831, paid into Court 1179/. 75. llrf., 
being an excess of 92/. 1 75. 5rf. beyond the before-men- 
tioned balance, and that he did not afterwards receive 
any sum of money on account of the testator's estate ; 
and the Master stated that he had computed interest, at 
the rate of 5/. per cent, per annum, upon the balances in 
the hands of the Defendant, at the end of each year since 
the time before mentioned, up to the 1st of July 1831 ; 
and he found that such interest amounted 753/. 75. 4e/., 
and he had, in the third schedule to his report, set forth 
the particulars of the balances and of the interest so 
computed thereon^ the first column in such schedule con- 
taining the balances, and the second column containing 
the interest computed thereon. And he certified that 
he had taxed such of the Plaintiffs' costs as he was 
directed by the decree to tax, and that he had made a 
separate report of them, and that they amounted to 
130/. Il5. 6d. 

It appeared, by the third schedule to the report, 
that the Master had computed simple interest only 
upon the balances from time to kime in the Defendant's 
hands, and that he had not included the interest upon 
the balance of one year in the amount of the balance of 

the 




Heigh iNGTON 



V, 

Grant. 
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the next year. The simple interest computed by the 
Master amounted^ in the whole, to 753/. 7s, 4rf. 

The Plaintiffs took four exceptions to the report. 

The first exception submitted that the Master had 
not charged the Defendant with interest, on the balances, 
and in the manner, directed by the decree. 

The second exception submitted that the Mastei 
ought to have found that the interest on the yearly 
balances amounted to a much larger sum than the 
753/. 75. 4!d,y with which he bad charged the Defendant 
for interest on balances. 

The third exception submitted that the Master 
ought to have included in each balance the interest 
computed and charged against the Defendant on the 
preceeding yearly balance or balances. 

The fourth exception submitted that the Master 
ought not to have allowed to the Defendant sums 
amounting to 34/. for bankers' commission paid to the 
Leighton Buzzard bank, as he, the Defendant, was a 
partner in that bank. 

Upon these four exceptions coming on to be argued 
before the Master of the Rolls, his Lordship overruled 
the three first, and allowed the last, and directed that 
the deposit should be divided between the Plaintiffs 
and the Defendant Grant 

The Plaintiffs now appealed from so much of this 
order as overruled the three first exceptions, and they 
insisted that those exceptions ought to be allowed. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Rkhards and Mr. Keene appeared in support of 1340. 

the exceptions. „^'^^^*^ 

^ Heighingtov 



Mr. Wigram and Mr. Llat^ appeared for the De- 
fendant GranL 

Raphael v. Boeftm (a), Binnington v« Harmmd (6), 
Wilson v. Carmickad{c\ Cotkam y. West{d) were cited« 



V. 

Grant. 



77i^ Lord Chancellor. ^ov. i9« 

This question turns entirely upon the construction to 
be put upon the terms of the decree. If the terms used 
have received a judicial exposition, and have obtained a 
technical meaning, the decree must be construed accord- 
ingly; and it will not be of importance whether such a 
meaning be or be not consistent with the natural con- 
struction of the terms used; but if the judicial exposi- 
tion of those terms be consistent with the obvious and 
natural meaning, every ground of difficulty is removed. 

The decree directs the Master to take, first, an ac- 
count of the personal estate received by the Defendant, 
the executor, and to ascertain what balances of such 
estate remained in his hands, unapplied, at the end of 
•each year, after giving credit for proper payments ; and, 
secondly, he was to compute interest at 6L per cent 
upon such balances ; and, thirdly, in taking the ac- 
counts, he was to make annual rests ; and, fourthly, the 
Defendant was to be charged with interest, after the 

rate 

(a) 11 Ves,92, (rf)jRo//f, iViw. 1836, reported, 

(b) Turn, 4* Buss, 477. on other points, 1 Beav, 380., 

(c) 2 Dow, ^ Clark, 51., 3 2 DanieWs Ch, Pract, 198. 
MoUotfy 89. 

Vol. V. T 



264 CASES IN CHANCERY. 

1840. rate and in manner aforesaid, upon such balances ac- 



V. 

Grant. 



The Master's report has ascertained the balances in 
the Defendant's hands at the end of each year, and 
charges him with the balance ultimately due, and cal- 
culates interest upon each of such balances for the year 
following that at which the balance is ascertained, 
and charges him with the aggregate of all such sums 
of interest, but does not add the interest of the balance 
of the preceding year to the balance of principal monies 
found due at the end of the following yean 

The question is whether this was the intention of the 
decree, or whether, as the Plaintiffs contend, the inte- 
rest upon the preceding balance ought to have been 
added to the balance of principal monies due at tha end 
of the next year, so as, together, to constitute the balance 
of each year ; and if so, then such balance, so constituted, 
must be the sum upon which interest for the succeeding 
year ought to be calculated. In the mode in which the 
Master has taken the account he has correctly obeyed 
the first and second directions of the decree. He has 
ascertained the balances at the end of each year, and 
lie has calculated interest upon such balances; and, if 
the decree had stopped there, he would not only have 
done all that the decree required, but the provisions of 
the decree would have justified all he has done. 

But, if that be so, what construction is to be put 
upon the two last directions in the decree, namely, that, 
in taking the said accounts, the Master is to make 
annual rests, and to charge the Defendant with interest 
upon the balances at the rate and in manner afore- 
said ? 



So 
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So far as relates to the principal monies, annual rests 1840. 

had been ah'eady directed; the direction to ascertain ^^''^^^^^^^ 

1 , n Heigh iNGToN 

the balance at the end of each year being equivalent, if v. 

making annual rests is to be confined to the principal -^R^^t. 

monies. But the direction to make annual rests follows 

not only the direction to ascertain the balances at the 

end of each year, but the direction to compute interest 

upon such balances, which constitute part of the account 

to be taken, and, in taking the said accounts, he is to 

make annual rests. Is not the account so to be the 

subject of annual rests — the account before directed — 

so constituted of the balance at the end of the preceding 

year and interest upon it ? 

It cannot be said that the interest with which the 
decree charges the Defendant is not stricdy part of the 
account directed to be taken against him ; and if it be 
part of it, then it is part of t/ie said account, and the 
said account is directed to be the subject of annual rests. 

Again, the fourth direction is that the Defendant is 
to be charged with interest at the rate and in manner 
aforesaid. The rate had before been fixed at 51. per 
cent., and if nothing more were intended, and if what 
the Master has done were all that was intended by the 
decree, this fourth direction was mere repetition ; but 
what meaning, in that case, is to be attributed to the 
words "in manner aforesaid?" The direction imme- 
diately preceding was to make annual rests, which, fol- 
lowing that to charge interest at 5 per cent, would 
necessarily affect the mode of charging interest, if the 
meaning of making annual rests was to add the interest 
to the principal, but not otherwise ; and to effect this, 
or to make the intention clear, the fourth direction was 
wadded. . 

T 2 If, 
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1840. ir, therefore, I had been called upon to put a con- 

^y^^^^^^ struction upon these words, without any iudicial decision 
Hrighington '^ -^ •' 

V. to aid me, I should have found myself bound to hold 

Grant. ^j^^^ ^^^^ Master had erred, and that the interest ought 
to have been added to the principal. But, as I under* 
stand the case of Raphael v. Boehm (a), Lord Eldon ha9 
decided the point, after the most careful consideration 
and inquiry into the practice in the Masters' offices. 
In that case, the order upon further directions ordered 
that interest at 5L per cent, should be calculated upon 
all sums, from the time they were received, for so long 
as they remained in the hands of the Defendant ; and 
that the Master do, in such computation, make half- 
yearly rests. The Master, under this direction, calcu- 
lated the interest upon the sums, from the time they 
were received up to the end of the half year, and then 
added the amount to the principal, and from that time 
calculated interest upon the sum so compounded of 
principal and interest. The Defendant, by the third 
exception, complained of this, alleging that the Master 
ought to have stated the interest as a separate charge, 
and not to have added the same to the balance of prin- 
cipal, that is, that he ought to have done what the 
Master has done in the present case. Lord Eldon dis- 
approved of the manner in which the interest had been 
directed to be calculated; but he overruled the exception, 
and thereby decided — for no other ground could have 
justified his order — that, in executing an order, directing 
a computation of interest upon items with which the 
accountant is charged, and that the Master, in making 
such computation, make certain prescribed rests, the 
proper course is for the Master to ascertain, at the 
period of the rest, what was the amount of interest then 
due, and to add that amount to the principal, and to 

calculate 
(a) 11 Vet, 92. 
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calculate the subsequent interest upon the sum com- 1840. 
pounded of such principal and interest. H^^T*^*^ 



It is true that Raphael v. Boehm was a peculiar case ; 
but all the peculiarities belonging to it, which would 
affect the decision upon the Master's report, were those 
which were to be found in the decree itself. Those 
directions were peculiarly severe against the accountant, 
and therefore calculated to induce the Court to construe 
those directions as leniently towards the Defendant as 
possible. But Lord Eldon, as well from the meaning of 
the words as from what he found to be the general 
understanding in the Masters' offices, and intending, as 
be says, to settle the practice once for all, decided that 
the manner in which the Master had, in this respect, 
taken the account of intei*est, which was precisely what 
the Plaintiff in this case insists upon, was the right 
course. 

It has been supposed, however, that subsequent cases 
have thrown doubt upon this point, and several were 
referred to. The first of these is Binnington v. Har» 
wood (a), in which Sir T, Plumer is made to say, that, 
notwithstanding the elaborate discussion which the sub- 
ject underwent in Raphael v. Boehniy there was con- 
siderable doubt as to the effect of a direction to 
make annual rests in taking accounts. What doubts 
he referred to is not explained ; but, in the case be- 
fore him, under a decree to make annual rests, he 
held that the accounting party ought to be charged 
from the day the money was received. I do not say 
that this was wrong- in that case ; but it leads to an in- 
ference that Sir T. Plumer did not mean that the doubts 
were whether such a decree ought to have a less strin- 
gent 
(fl) Turn. 4- Ruis. 477. 
T 3 



Gra^t. 
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1840. gent operation against the accountant than what had 

„^^^^^^ been given to it in Raphael v. Boehm^ 
Heighington ° ^ 



Grant. 



In Wilson v. Metcalfe {a) the decree was not, as in this 
case, to ascertain annual balances and compute interest 
upon such balances, and in taking the said accounts 
to make annual rests^ but to make annual rests in the 
account of rents, and to compute interest upon such 
rents. In Tebbs v. Caf-penter (b) is the form of the 
decree in Dornton v. Domton, in which interest was- 
directed upon balances, but not with compound interest. 
It directed the Master to compute interest on the 
balances from time to time in hand, without any direc* 
tion, as in this case, to make annual rests in taking the 
said accounts, and to charge interest upon such balances 
after the rate and manner aforesaid. 

In Cotham v. JVest (c) the decree directed the Master* 
to take an account of rents and profits, and in taking 
the said account to make annual rests of the clear 
balance, and to compute interest on such respective 
balances at 5L per cent. ; and, in making such annual 
rests, except the first, the Master was directed to' 
include in the balance then stated, the interest of 
each preceding balance, so as to charge the Defendant . 
with compound interest thereon. This direction is 
more distinct and specific than that in the decree under 
consideration, and it is more so than any other referred 
to. This is an advantage over the others ; but it does 
not follow that directions less specific ought not to re« 
ceive the same construction, except, indeed, the last 
words, " so as to charge compound interest thereon,'* 
which is only explanatory of the former directions*^ 

That 

{a) I Rtus. 530, see 537. (c) Bolls, 15th N'ov. 18.T6. 

(b) 1 Mad, 290. see 302. 1 Beav, 3S0 on other points. 



Grant. 
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That decree and the present differ only in words: in 184jO» 

substance the directions are the same; in both, the '^^^^^^ 

' ^ ' Heighington 

direction is to ascertain balances, to compute interest v. 

thereon, to make such interest part of the rest, and to 
charge interest upon the balances so constituted. One 
way of trying this question would be to suppose a con- 
tract made in the terms of this decree, and that a 
merchant had agreed with his correspondent, for whom 
he was to receive money, that the balance in hand at 
the end of each year should be ascertained, and interest 
computed thereon at 5L per cent., and annual rests 
made, and interest allowed at the rate and in manner 
aforesaid. I cannot think that there could be any 
doubt but that the interest of the past year would be 
held to form part of the next year's balance. 

I am, for these reasons, of opinion that the excep- 
tions to the Master's report, in this respect, ought to be 
allowed. 



It was ordered that the deposit should be returned 
to the Plaintiffs, and that it should be referred back to 
the Master to review his Report. 



T 4 




CASES IN CHANCERY. 



Feb.i5.i9.si. DAVIES V. COOPER. 

Nov, 14. 

COOPER V. JACKSON. 

Purcbasc ofa riiHE object of the cause of Davies v, Coeper w«s to 
versionary in- rescind^ and of the cause of Cooper ▼• Jackson Xnf 

terest set aside enforce, a contract in writing made by a deceased per- 
ground of in- son, Joseph Reddish, dated the 2dd of October 1S34, for 
▼aU?"^SBc - ^^ ^^^ ^ Cooper J who had manried his sister, of » 
sideration contingent reversionary interest in a pecuniary fond, 
nuity for the ^"^ ^^ ^^^ equity of redemption of certain small rea) 

Mfe of the property, the consideration for which sale was to be an 
vendor, whose . « , ., , -r i -r^ 1 1* -l 

life was a bad annuity of 120/., to be paid quarterly to Joseph Beddish 

life, and was for his life, 
better known 
to the pur- * 

thrvendo"t'° '^^^ reversionary interest in the pecuniary fund was 

be such. contingent upon the death of the sister, Cooper's wife, 

without having had a child who should live to attain 

the age of twenty -one years, or should die under thai 

age, leaving issue living at the sister's death. The 

sister was married to Cooper in 1827, but had had no 

child, and was, at the date of the contract, thirty-five 

years old. 

The first part of the annuity became due in January 
1835, and was then tendered to Reddish; but he refused 
to receive it, and then repudiated the contract. He died 
in the month of April 1835, having bequeathed his 
property to his natural daughter, the infant Plaintiff, 
Elizabeth Davies, and having appointed the Defendant 
Jackson and another his executors. . 

The 
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The grounds upon which the contract was impeached 
were three, — intoxication on the part of Reddishy undue 
influence on the part of Cooper, who had the manage- 
ment to a considerable extent of ReddisKs affairs^ and 
inadequacy of value, regard being had to the badness of 
ReddisA's life. 
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Davies 
Cooper. 



The material evidence on these points is stated in the 
Lord Chancellor's judgment. 

The two causes were heard together, by the Lord 
Chancellor, as original causes. 

Mr. Knight Bruce and Mr. Sharpe supported the con- 
tract. 

Mr, Wigram and Mr. Koe, on behalf of Elizabeth 
Davies, insisted that the contract ought to be rescinded. 

Mr. Kenyon Parker appeared for other parties. 



In support of the contract, it was contended that the 
doctrine of the Court, with respect to sales of rever- 
sionary interests, was inapplicable to cases in which (as 
in the present) the reversionary interest depended upon 
a contingency, such as the birth of issue ; and the fol- 
lowing cases were referred to by the counsel who main- 
tained the validity of the contract ; Nichols v. Gould (a). 
Baker v. Bent (J), Ea: parte Tindall and Ea: parte 
Eagle (c)f Headen v. Rosher{d)j Potts v. Curtis (e), 
Wardle v. Carter (g), Gowland v. De Faria (A), Peacock 

V. Evansy 



(a) 2 Ves, sen. 422. 
\b) 1 Russ. 4- Mylne, 224. 
(c) Mont. ^ Mac. 415. 422. 
\d) MClel Sf Younge, 89. 



(e) younge^ 545. 
(g) 7 Sim. 490. 
(A) 17 r<?*.20. 
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1840. V. Evans {a)y Coles v. Trecothick {b\ Montesquieu v. 
Sa?idi/s {c)y Cooke v. Clayworth (d), Neale v. Neale, {e) 




Kov, 14, The Lord Chancellor. 

The object of one of these bills is to enforce, and of 
the other to set aside, an agreement. By that agreement, 
which is dated 23d of October 1834, Joseph Reddish, in 
consideration of an annuity of \20L to be granted by 
Thomas Cooper to him, Joseph Reddish, for his life, pay- 
able quarterly, and to commence from that day, agreed 
to assign to Cooper his interest in a sum of AtOSOL to 
which he was absolutely entitled, subject to the life 
estate of Cooper's wife (who was then thirty-five, and 
had been married since 1827, but never had a child,) if 
she died without children, and to convey certain fee- 
simple property in the market-place at Stockport, to 
which he was absolutely entitled, subject to a mortgage 
for 1900/.; and the question is, whether this agreement 
is to be specifically performed, or whether it was ob- 
tained under circumstances which subjects those who 
claim the benefit of it to have it delivered up and can- 
celled. 

When the first quarterly payment of the annuity ac* 
cording to this agreement became due, it was tendered 
to Joseph Reddish; but he refused to accept it; and 
before the second became due, that is, on the 22d of 
April 1835, he died. The bill, seeking to set aside this 
agreement, is filed by the natural daughter of Joseph 
Reddish, to whom, by a will dated the 30th of August 

1834, 

(a) 16 r«.512. (ji) 18 Vet. 12. 

ijb) 9 Ves, 234. (e) 1 Keen, 672. 

(c) 18 Ves. 302. 
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1834, he devised and bequeathed the whole of his pro- 
perty, subject to the payment of his debts- 

V, 

The grounds upon which the bill seeks to have the Cooper- 
agreement set aside are, 

1. Fraud in Cooper^ who, it is alleged, was in the 
management of ReddisVs affairs, and had great influence 
over him ; 

2. Imbecility in Reddishy from long continued habits 
of intoxication; and that he was in that state when be 
signed the agreement ; 

3. Inadequacy of consideration, and particularly from 
the state of health of Reddishy known to all the parties, 
which made his life not worth two years' purchase. 

That part of the question, respecting the inadequacy 
of consideration, which relates to the state of health of 
Joseph Reddishy creates a peculiarity in this case, which 
relieves it from the embarrassment generally attending 
cases which turn upon evidence of value, and renders 
it unnecessary very minutely to consider the doctrine 
which many cases of the highest authority have esta- 
blished as to purchases of reversionary interests, {a) 

The first inquiry, however, must be as to the value of 
the property agreed to be sold, independently of its con- 
version into an annuity; and I will first consider the 
evidence as to the reversionary interest. This interest 
was not only expectant upon the death of Mrs. Cooper^ 
but upon her dying without children, or all such chil- 
dren 

(a) See Ardglasse v. Muschamp, Linwood, 2 Atk, 133» ; Henley v. 

1 Vem. 237. ; Wiseman v. Beak, Axe, 2 Bro. C. C7. 18. j Baker v. 

2 Vem, 121. J Barnardiston v. Bent, I jR. 4- JIf. 224— 227. 
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dren dying under twenty-one ; but as she was thirty-five 
or thirty-six at the date of the agreeinent5 and had been 
married eight years, and had never had a child, and as 
all the parties, of whom the husband was the principal, 
do not appear to have attached any importance to this 
contingency, I am of opinion that, in estimating the 
value of the reversion, it ought to be considered with 
reference only to the duration of her life. Upon this 
subject, Mr. Cooper examined Mr. Davies, actuary to the 
Guardian^ and Mr. Morgan^ actuary to the Equitable In- 
surance Company. The first values the reversion at 
1169/., and the latter at 1453/., of which two sums the 
mean is 1311/. The Plaintiff's witness, Mr. Ansellj ac- 
tuary to the Atlas Company, estimates the reversion 
at 1195/., and the mean of the three is 1272/. If, there- 
fore, the value be taken at the latter sum, it will be 
lower than the Defendant's evidence would prove it to 
be. This sum may, however, be reduced by the differ- 
ence between the value calculated according to the 
•tables and the market price. 



There is more discrepancy in the evidence as to 
the value of the property in Stockport. The Plain- 
tiff's witness, Fletcher^ a builder, estimates it at 2650/., 
and her witness, Parkinson, a land surveyor and valuer, 
at 2565/., the mean of which is 2607/. ; but the De- 
fendant's witness, Broadkurst, described as an archi- 
tect, estimates' the property at 2016/., and Hunty de- 
scribed as a builder, but only twenty-nine years of 
age, at from 1800/. to 2000/., and Swan, also described 
as a builder, at 1995/., the mean of which is 2005/. ; 
and the mean of this sum and of the 2607/>, the re- 
sult of the Plaintiff's evidence, is 2300/. It is, how- 
ever, to be remarked upon the evidence of the De- 
fendant's witnesses, that they all state that they 
have known the Defendant ten years, and that they 

do 
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do not know any of the other parties, and none of 1840. 
them state that they have actually examined or valued 
the property; whereas the Plaintiff's witness, jF/^cA^, 
states, that he, on the 12th of October 1836, actually 
surveyed and valued the property, not for the purposes 
of the suit, but for the purpose of sale, and that the 
.value he put upon it was 2650/. ; and Parkinson states, 
that he surveyed and valued the property, also for the 
purpose of sale, on the 14th of October 1836, and, put- 
ting different sums as the value of different parts of the 
property, makes the value of the whole amount to 2565/., 
and says that the value was the same in October 1834. 
It is impossible to hesitate to which of these witnesses 
the greatest weight ought to be given ; independently of 
which, Cooper^s bill states, that this property had, some 
time previous to 1834, been accepted as a security for 
1900/., within about \00L of the supposed value, which is 
in the highest degree improbable. It will, however, be 
sufficient, for the present purpose, to take the value as 
2300/., the mean between the result of the evidence for 
the Plaintiff, and that for the Defendant, which, de- 
ducting the 1900/. mortgage, leaves, as the subject of 
sale, property of the value of 400/. ; and this, added to 
the 1272/., makes the total subject-matter of the contract 
equal to 1672/., or something less, according to the dif- 
ferent mode of estimating the reversion. It was of the 
essence of the contract that this value of the property 
should be paid in the shape of an annuity for the life 
of the vendor; and that annuity was fixed at 120/., 
being, as nearly as possible, fourteen years' purchase. 
The bill put in issue directly, and with many particu- 
lars, that the vendor, from long continued intoxication, 
was, in October 1834, reduced to such a state of dis- 
ease and infirmity, that his life was not worth two 
years' purchase; and that this was evident not only 
to medical persons, but to all who saw him ; and, of 

his 
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his domestic habits, it is stated, that he never went 
to bed sober, and never got up without having pre- 
viously drunk a quantity of spirits ; and that Cooper 
knew all this, and often said, that he could not live 
long. All these allegations the Plaintiff proved by 
many witnesses ; but of these, the most important are 
the two surgeons, Jeremiah Renskaw and Edmund RyU. 
The first attended him in September and November 1834f, 
^nd states that in September he was labouring under 
delirium tremens and dropsy from excessive drinking ; 
that, in October^ all the symptoms were aggravated; 
and that he does not believe he could then under any 
circumstances have recovered, and that the state of his 
health and constitution was apparent to every one, and 
that his life was not worth one year's purchase. Mr. 
Ryle gives similar evidence of his state up to March 
1834, and says that it was then probable that he would 
not live twelve months ; that he afterwards grew worse, 
and appeared to be gradually sinking; that he was 
shrunk in size; that his hands trembled, and his legs 
^ere swelled. 



This case, so charged and proved, is not attempted 
to be met by the evidence of the Defendant. It 
may, indeed, be said, to be admitted; for many wit* 
nesses are examined who speak to his domestic habits, 
and all admit his continued intoxication ; but many of 
them, in the same words, say that he. was ^^ generally 
and fully competent to manage his affairs when sober," 
and that he was so expert in the exercise of his favourite 
vice, that he always refused to do any business after 
he had been drinking. But what is conclusive as to the 
credit to be given to the statement of Mr. Renshauo 
and of Mr. Ryle^ is the evidence of Mr. Wright^ a sur- 
geon examined by the Defendant, who states that he 
knew Joseph Reddish for sixteen years before his death, 

and 
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and attended him professionally up to March 1834, and 
saw him frequently afterwards till his death. He gives 
the same account of his being " generally and fully 
competent to manage his affairs when sober : " but as to 
Avhat is so distinctly charged in the bill as to his state 
of disease and debility from excessive drinking, and 
as to the impossibility of his surviving long, and his 
situation being visible to every one, not one word is 
said by this witness or by any other examined by the 
Defendants. I am, therefore, bound to assume that 
•the witnesses for the Plaintiff have correctly represented 
that this Joseph Reddish was, in October ISS^, in the 
last stage of debility and disease from the long con- 
tinued use of ardent spirits, and that there was no chance 
of his recovery, or of his living many months ; and that 
this was known to all about him, and particularly to his 
brother-in-law Cooper ^ who often stated suclj to be his 
opinion, and who had assumed, in a great degree, the 
management of his affairs : and, under these circum- 
stances, I find a contract to sell to Cooper property worth 
about 1672/. for an annuity of 120/. for the life of this 
dying man, of which about 1272/. was the value of a 
reversionary interest. 



1840. 



Davies 

V, 

Cooper. 



This is a transaction which, if the whole had been 
property in possession, would have come within that 
degree of inadequacy of consideration which has been 
considered as evidence of fraud ; and when it is con- 
sidered, that Cooper^ from his connexion with the vendor, 
and from his interference in his affairs, must have 
had much influence over him, and that the improb- 
ability of his living, however palpable to others, was but 
little likely to be credited or suspected by himself, it 
appears to me that, in holding that this transaction 
cannot stand, I am not putting to the test any of the 
principles of this Court upon which any question has 

been 
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1840. been raised. The absence of all attempt to disprove 
^'^'^'^ ^be case so made by the bill as to the state of Joseph 
V. Reddish in 1834, throws much discredit upon some of 

Cooper. ^^^ witnesses of the Defendant. If the case so made 
were not true, it would have been most easy to dis* 
prove it, by the witnesses examined by the Defendantf 
and by others; and if it be true, what credit can 
be given to the evidence of the witnesses examined by 
the Defendant to prove that they advised Reddish to 
complete the contract, such as James Boothy William 
JVrightj William Woollam, Henry Cqppociy and Joseph" 
Clay. I observe, however, that some of them speak 
of the annuity of 120/. having been the consideration 
for the reversionary interest only, and that Reddish so 
understood it. James Booth and William Wright give 
distinct evidence as to this. 

Some attempt was made to represent Henry Coppock 
as having been called in as a referee between the parties 
. at the time of the agreement I cannot do that gentleman 
the injustice to suppose that he acted in that character. 
It is clear, from his own account of the transaction, that 
he was acting for his client, Mr. Cooper^ by whom he 
states that he was sent for. It is not possible to suggest 
any such apology for the course pursued by * * * *• 
He states that he, at one time, advised Reddish to take 
100/. per annum for the reversionary interest, and that 
he was very instrumental in getting the agreement ulti- 
mately signed. Unless there was some motive for this 
conduct, which has not been discovered, it is impossible 
to account for it. Without any means taken to ascer<- 
tain the value of the property at Stockport^ or of the 
reversionary interest, and with the manifest impossibility 
of Reddish living many months, this supposed friend of 
his succeeds in inducing him to sell both, and to buy a 
life annuity at fourteen years' purchase. Upon cross 

examination. 
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examiniatioD) he says, that he did this without any 
knowledge of the manner of calculating reversionary 
interests, arid after Reddish had told him that he 
thought his life a good one, which, he says, he himself 
thought was the case, and that he was likely to live 
many years, and that he was in a good state of health 
in October 1834, and more likely to live than his 
sister, who was very ill. This statement as to Joseph 
Reddish is what the Defendant has not attempted to 
prove, and is certainly false; and if what he states as 
to the sister be true, it would only shew that the in* 
adequacy of the consideration for the reversion de- 
pendent upon her life was much greater than I have 
supposed it to be. It is impossible to account for the 
conduct of this man, as stated by himself; he must 
•either have been, in October 1834, in the interest of 
Cooper^ as he evidently was^ when examined, or if he 
intended to act as the friend or adviser of Reddish^ his 
ignorance and misconduct in performing the office he 
had undertaken, adds an additional reason against the 
performance of the contract 



1840. 



Davies 

V, 
COOPBB. 



Many cases were referred to, which do not appear to 
me to be applicable to the facts as proved. There is no 
question here as to whether, in sales of reversionary in- 
terests, the value is to be estimated according to the 
tables or the market price. It will be impossible, in 
either mode of calculation, to make this a reasonable 
transaction. It is true that^ in sales of property in 
consideration of an annuity, this Court has decreed a 
specific performance, notwithstanding the death of the 
annuitant ; and my decision in this case is not founded 
upon any doubt as to the soundness of that doctrine : 
but, in such a case, the Court will inquire, with some 
jealousy, as to the fairness of the transaction, as was 

Vol. V. U done 
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1840. done in Mortimer v. Capper (a); and the decision in Pope 
V. Roots in the House of Lords {b) (the grounds of 
which do not distinctly appear) seems to shew that the 
Court requires a clear case for a specific performance 
tender such circumstances. 

Upon the whole, I find that I have to decide upon 
a contract for the purchase of a reversionary inte- 
rest at a very inadequate price, a contract by which a 
dying man, known to be so by those with whom he 
was dealing, but believing himself to be a good lifCf 
agreed to sell property worth between 1600/. and 
1700/. for an annuity upon his own life of 120/.; that 
those with whom he was dealing were his nearest con« 
neetions, and who had, in some degree, at leasts in-* 
terfered in the management of his affairs ; and that the* 
only person who can be considered as acting for bim in 
the sale was totally ignorant of the value of the subjea 
matter of jthe sale, and, according to his own statement, 
alone ignorant of the state of health of the vendor, which 
made the consideration to be paid tor the property sold 
of no value whatever. 

The bill for a specific performance must be dismissed 
with costs, and a decree made in the infant's suit as 
prayed, with costs, (c) 

(a) 1 Bro, C, C. 156. v. BecheU^ 2 Rut. Sf Mylne^ 88. 

(6) 7 Bro. P. C, 184.; 1 Bro, Hvncknmn v. Swxlh^ S Rwu 433. 

P. C 370. Tomd, ed. Davu v. Marlborough, 2 Swam^ 

(c) See Brealey v. CoUint, 1 108., and cases at p. 139. n. Tur- 

Younge, 317. Butler v. Mulvi- ner v. Harvei/y Jacob, 169. 
Mil, 1 BUgh, O.S. 137. Kefidall 
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HAWKSWORTH v. BRAMMALL. ^"""'i^^^' 

Nov, 3. 
TN the month of September 1832, the Plaintiff (Gfor^^ Award of 
•*■ Hawksns)orth), and the Defendant ( Thomas Brammall), ^^f^"^^^ 
agreed to become copartners, as file makers, at Sheffield, equity, Bl- 
under the firm of *^ Brammall and Hawksworth" for submission to 

seven years from the 7th of September 1832; and the arbitration was 

, . , to be made a 

terms of their partnership were expressed in a deed rule of a court 

dated the 9th of September 1832. {'aw''^""''" 

Award en- 

In the month of Jfay 1837, it was agreed between [hough made 

the Plaintiff and Defendant that the partnership should after the pre- 

be dissolved, and, accordingly, a memorandum in writing, ^^^^^^ both^* 

dated the 23d cf May 1837, was made between them, by parties had, 

which, after reciting that they had, for some time past, jection, al- 

carried on the business of file manufacturers in partner- lowed the 

1 . . . r 1 1 1 /. 1 . /. « arbitrators to 

ship, under the provisions ot the deed of the 9th oi Sep- proceed after 

tember 1832, and that they were jointly interested in ^*'^?™®' 

partnership property of considerable value, consisting of agreement 

stock in trade, working tools, implements and utensils of ygriourthi^gs 

business, and book and other debts, and the tenant- shall be done 

right of certain warehouses, workshops, tenements, and jy^ parties, 

premises in Sheffield, where the trade had hitherto been ^^^ that if any 
• 1 . 1 1 *. 1 p o J II disputes shall 

carried on, until the 7tn or September 1839, and that arise with re- 

they had agreed that the partnership should cease and be spect to them, 

, such disputes 

dissolved, on or from the 1st day of July then next, and shall be settled 

that the same should be so dissolved and determined ^y particu ar 

persons as 

upon the terms, and under and subject to the stipula- arbitrators, 
tions, conditions, agreements, and matters of arrangement ^^ arbitrators 
thereinafter mentioned, expressed, and declared — it was "®®^ "^^ em- 
witnessed that the parties covenanted with each other, of the matters 

1st, that the copartnership should, upon and from the provided for 
* *^ ^ by the agree- 

1 st ment than are 
brought before 
them by the parties. 
Voi-V. X 
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^^J^^9. 1st of July then next, wholly cease, determine, and be 
Hawksworth dissolved, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and 

^' that notice of the intended dissolution, under the hands 

Brammall. ^ , • 1 1 . 

ot the parties, should immediately thereafter be given, 

and inserted in the London Gazette^ and in such other 
manner as they (the parties) should think fit and agree 
upon, or should be determined and decided by the arbi- 
trators or umpire thereinafter named and appointed; 
2dly, that an account in writing of all monies, goods, 
wares, merchandize, and effects or things, of or belong- 
ing to the parties, and of all debts due by, from, or 
to them, and all sums, profits and losses, accrued or 
accruing in respect thereof, should be forthwith taken 
and stated by the partners, under the inspection and 
superintendence, if either party so required, of Henry 
Colley and Samuel Gardiner^ both of Sheffield^ who 
should settle and determine any and every dispute or 
difference that might arise between the parties in respect 
of such account, and whose award or decision in writing 
should be binding and conclusive on both the parties, 
but if the arbitrators could not agree to settle any dis- 
pute or difference, the same should be settled and deter- 
mined by an umpire, to be by them previously nominated 
and chosen, and whose decision in writing should be 
binding and conclusive on both the parties ; 3dly, that 
immediately on the share of each party being so ascer- 
tained as aforesaid, the amount or value of BrammalFs 
share should be paid to him by Hawksworth^ and that 
Brammall should thereupon execute and deliver a proper 
deed of dissolution and assignment of his share to 
Hawksworth^ and that such deed should contain all 
clauses usually inserted in instruments of the like nature, 
and, especially, a covenant on the part of Hawksworth to 
indemnify Brammall against all debts of the partnership, 
and a covenant on the part of HawksTwrth to do all in 
his power to preserve the reputation of the mark " * B,'* 

then 



CASES IN CHANCERY. 283 

then used by the partnership, during the time he should 1 839. 
have power to use such mark, and not to do or suffer to J""^^ ^^^^ 
be done, any act or deed by which the reputation of such v. 

mark might be prejudiced ; and also a covenant on the -Brammall. 
part of BrammaU not to use, or give sanction or autho- 
rity to any other person to use the same mark during 
such time as Hawkswortk should have power to use such 
mark, nor do, or suffer to be done, any act whereby 
Hawksworfk might be injured or prejudiced in his use 
and enjoyment of the benefit of the same mark ; 4th]y, 
that Hawkswortk should, immediately on the dissolution, 
become the tenant and occupier, under BrammaU or 
other the owner, of all the business premises, and should 
pay 60/. per annum rent for the same, until the 7th of 
September 1839, BrammaU or other the owner paying 
the rates and taxes, and Hawkswortk keeping the 
premises in repair ; 5thly, that Hawkswortk should, im- 
mediately on the dissolution, enter into an agreement 
with BrammaU f engaging to employ BrammaU thence- 
forth until the 7th of September 1839, in that branch of 
the business of a file manufacturer in which he had 
generally during the partnership been employed, and 
pay him weekly wages after the rate of 120Z. per annum ; 
6thly, that as well for the prevention of disputes touch- 
ing the partnership, as for settling and compromising of 
the same, if any such should arise, and also for ascer- 
taining the amount of the share and interest of BrammaU 
in the partnership stock, property, and effects, on the 
1st of July then next, they, BrammaU and Hawkswortk^ 
would in all things stand to, abide by, perform, fulfil, 
and keep the determination and award of CoUey and 
Gardinery arbitrators agreed upon to award concerning 
all and every the matters that might arise in question 
or dispute as aforesaid, and all actions, suits, accounts, 
disputes, and matters in difference whatsoever, already 
or thereafter to be had between the parties relating or 

X 2 incident 
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18S9. incident to, or arising out of the partnership or the dis- 

^J^^^'*"^ solution thereof, so as the arbitrators made their award 
Hawksworth ... n I f 

V, in writing, ready to be delivered, on or before the 1st ot 

August then next, or such enlarged time as therein men- 
tioned ; and that if the arbitrators should not make their 
award within the time above mentioned, they, Brammall 
and Hawksworiky would perform the award of such one 
indifferent person as the arbitrators should by writing 
under their hands appoint for umpire before they pro- 
ceeded upon the matters of the reference, provided the 
umpire should make his award in writing in manner 
aforesaid within one calendar month next after his ap- 
pointment, or such enlargement of time as after men- 
tioned ; and that it should be allowed to the umpire to 
take as settled such of the matters referred as should be 
agreed upon by the arbitrators ; and that the parties 
would produce books and papers to the arbitrators or 
umpire, and that the arbitrators or umpire might 
examine the parties, or their witnesses, on oath, or, in 
case of Quakers^ upon affirmation, to be administered 
by some commissioner for taking affidavits in the Court 
of King's Bench, or not on oath or affirmation, as the 
arbitrators or umpire should think proper ; and that the 
arbitrators or umpire might proceed ex parte in case of 
default in attending them or him, and that if either 
party should wilfully hinder or prevent the arbitrators 
or umpire from proceeding in the reference or making 
the award, such party should pay such costs as the 
arbitrators or umpire should direct ; and that the arbi- 
trators or umpire might enlarge the time for making 
their or his award, if they or he should think fit; and 
that the present agreement, and the submission thereby 
made, should and might be made a rule of the Court of 
King's Bench, on the promotion of either of the parties, 
in pursuance of the statute; 7thly, that all the expences 
of the present agreement, the reference and submission, 

and 
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and all other expences touching the matters therein- 1839. 
before mentioned, should be borne by the parties equally ; tt^^^^^^^"^ 
lastly, that each party should be bound in the penalty of ». 

500/. for the performance of the present agreement. Brammall. 

The partners proceeded to take the account pro- 
vided by the agreement last mentioned, and, in so doing, 
they found that the services of the arbitrators would be 
necessary, but that one of them, viz. Gardiner^ was 
absent from Sheffield^ and was likely to continue so for 
some time, and, therefore, by an agreement in writing, 
dated the S 1st of Jtdy 1837, they revoked the appoint- 
ment of Gardiner as one of the arbitrators, and substi- 
tuted one Wm. Thompson in his stead, and declared that 
the nomination oi Thompson should be without prejudice 
to the previous agreement, which should remain in full 
force, and that neither that agreement nor any award to 
be made in pursuance thereof should be open to ob- 
jection by reason of the substitution of Thompson in the 
place of Gardiner. 

The arbitrators, Colley and Thompson^ accordingly, 
met the Plaintiff and Defendant, and entered upon the 
investigation of various matters referred to them, and 
employed an appraiser to value some of the particulars 
in question, and on the 15th o( August 1837 they made 
their award in writing, by which they stated that they 
had considered the various matters submitted to them, 
and agreed as follows : — 1st, That Hawksm)rth should 
take the unfinished, forged, and ground files at the calcu- 
lation of the cost of each sort respectively made by the 
committee of file makers, who made the new list of 
prices last year, adding to such calculations one penny 
in the shilling, in the wages of forging, for the cost of 
cokes and tools : 2dly, That Hawksworth should take 
the stock of finished files, except those marked in the 

X 3 stock- 
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Brammall. 



1839. stock-book as B, W. and B. at the list of prices by which 
Hawksworth ^^^y usually sell, from which list 37 per cent, discount 
was to be taken and allowed to Hawksnoorth : Sdly, 
That from the two sorts excepted above, 10 per cent, 
more discount should be taken, on account of their being 
of inferior quality : 4thly, That the stock of cut files 
unhardened, and also the hardened files which wanted 
hot-setting, should be counted thirteen to the dozen, and 
reckoned as finished files, and the same discount allowed 
as from Gnished files, 37 per cent. 5thly, That Hawks' 
worth should take to the working tools and fixtures at 
the valuation made by Mr. Septimus Clayton : 6thly, 
That HawJisfworth should be allowed from all the debts 
of the partnership (except workmen's debts) which were 
owing at the end of June last, 2 J per cent, discount, and 
that such reduced amount should be considered the 
value in cash of the book debts at that time : 7thly, 
That Hwmk^worth should take to all debts owing to the 
partnership by workmen who were in the actual employ- 
ment of the partnership at the end of June last, but not 
to such as had left in debt before that time : 8thly, That 
the foregoing prices and valuations of the partnership 
property should be considered the value of it in cash, 
and consequently that Brammall should be entitled to 
receive interest upon his share and proportion of it at 
the rate of 5/. per cent, per annum, from the time of 
such dissolution to the time or times of his share and 
proportion being paid out ; and that, on the share and 
proportion of the partnership effects of Brammall being 
paid by Hawshxx>rthy together with interest as aforesaid, 
Brammall should receive the same as his full share and 
interest therein, and should claim no further share, 
profit, interest, or emolument whatsoever, except such 
wages for services as were provided for in an agreement 
, made between tliem. 



The 
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The bill in the present cause was filed on the 30th of 1839» 
December 1837, and stated that the value of BrammalPs -^^^^^^^^ 
interest was ascertained upon the principles stated in ^ v. 
the awards and that BrammaU concurred and assisted in 
so ascertaining it, but that in consequence of its appear- 
ing, in the result, that such interest amounted, in fact, 
to a very small sum of money, after taking into account all 
sums drawn out by him, he {BrammaU) refused to per- 
form the award, and in particular refused to execute a 
deed of dissolution, and that he insisted that the part- 
nership was still subsisting, and had not been effectually 
dissolved, and that he had removed part of the Plaintiff's 
stock in trade from the business premises, and that, 
although he had received wages, for some weeks, as 
being in the employment of the Plaintiff, in pursuance of 
the agreement of the 23d of May^ he still insisted upon 
being treated as a partner, and took various objections 
to the validity of the award. 

The bill prayed that the Defendant might be decreed' 
specifically to perform the agreement entered into for a 
dissolution of the partnership upon the terms and con- 
ditions of the agreement of the 23d of May 1837, and 
to do all acts necessary to effectuate, perfect, and com- 
plete the dissolution, the Plaintiff offering to perform 
the agreement, and to pay to the Defendant the amount 
found due to him from the partnership business ; and 
that the Plaintiff might be declared entitled to the mark 
before mentioned, until the time mentioned in the agree- 
ment ; and that the Defendant might be restrained by 
injunction from possessing himself of any of the goods 
of the Plaintiff, or of the late partnership, and from 
removing them from the business premises, and from 
receiving the debts of the late co-partnership, or inter- 
fering or intermeddhng with the property or other affairs 
thereof. 

X 4 The 
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1839 The Defendant, by his answer, put in in April 1838, 

Hawksworth '"^i^taioed that the partnership had not been duly dis- 

V. solved^ and was still subsisting, and insisted that the 

Brammall» j ^ , ... I • i_ •. 

award was, amongst other objections to which it was 

open, unfair and insufficient, and that it had been 
made without giving him an opportunity of explain- 
ing the matters in difference to the arbitrators, and 
that the arbitrators had treated goods made to order 
and ready for delivery as stock in trade, and had, 
consequently, allowed discount upon their value, in- 
stead of treating them as book debts, as was usual in 
the trade in cases of dissolution of partnership, and that 
if they had been treated as book debts a discount of 
T^ per cent, less would have been allowed upon them 
than was allowed on stock; and that the arbitrators 
made no allowance to the Defendant for the use of mark 
B., which had originally belonged to him and his family, 
or in respect of his share of the profits of the partner^ 
ship for the unexpired residue of the partnership term, 
and that the arbitrators had confined themselves to such 
matters in difference as were particularly brought 
before them, whereas they ought to have investigated 
and decided upon all the matters mentioned in the 
agreement of the 23d of May. 

The answer also alluded to the award having been 
made after the time for making it had expired, and 
without any enlargement of time. 

Evidence was taken in the cause, for the purpose of 
shewing the manner in which the duty of the arbitrators 
had been discharged, and to what extent the Defendant 
had concurred in their proceedings, and to shew that, 
though the time for making the award, which was on 
the eve of expiring when the second arbitrator was ap- 
pointed, had never been formally enlarged, the arbi- 
trators 
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Hawksworth 



trators had acted, after the expiration of that time, with 1839. 
the knowledge and acquiescence of the Defendant, and 

that the Defendant at first expressed himself satisfied v. 

with the award. Brammalu 

The Defendant also examined some witnesses. 

The effect of the evidence on both sides is stated in 
the Lord Chancellor's judgment. 

An injunction, in the terms of the prayer of the bill, 
had been granted by the Vice-Chancellor, upon motion^ 
immediately after the institution of the suit* No motion 
to dissolve it was made until the cause was at issue. 
Upon a motion for that purpose being then made^ it 
was ordered to stand till the hearing. 

By the decree, made by the Vice-Chancellor upon the 
hearing of the cause, dated the 30th oi May 1839, the 
injunction was continued ; and it was ordered that the 
award of the 15th o( August 1837) should be specifically 
performed ; and it was referred to the Master to take an 
account of what was due from the Plaintiff to the De- 
fendant on the footing of the award, and to enquire and 
state whether the services had been performed by and 
the salary paid to the Defendant pursuant to the award; 
and it was ordered that notice of the dissolution of the 
partnership should be signed by the Plaintiff and De- 
fendant, and inserted in the London Gazette^ and that 
such notice should be settled by the Master, in case the 
parties differed ; and the Master was to be at liberty to 
state any special circumstances, at the instance of any 
of the parties, as he should think fit ; and the Defendant 
was ordered to pay to the Plaintiff the costs of the suit • 
up to the hearing, including the costs of the application 

to 
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1839. to dissolve the injunction; and further directions and 
Hawksworth subsequent costs were reserved* 

V. 

Brammall, p^^^ ^jjjg j^^^^ ^^^ Defendant appealed, and the 

cause thereupon came on to be reheard before the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mr. Wigram and Mr. Kenyoti Parker^ for the Plaintiff. 

Mr. Cooper and Mr. Walker^ for the Defendant 

The principal points made by the Defendant were, 
First, that the Court had not jurisdiction to enforce the 
award, because it was provided that the submission 
should be made a rule of the Court of Queen's Bench, 
and therefore that court had the exclusive jurisdiction 
over the award : Secondly, That as the time had not 
been duly enlarged, the Court of Queen's Bench would 
not recognize the award ; and that this court could not 
enforce an award which the court of which it was to be 
made a rule would not take cognisance : Thirdly, That 
the award was not mutual, and could not have been 
enforced against the Defendant: Fourthly, That the 
arbitrators had not fairly discharged their duty, and had 
delegated part of it to an appraiser, and had not awarded 
on all matters referred to them: and. Fifthly, That 
the circumstances of this case shewed the award to be 
unreasonable, and therefore one which this court would 
not interfere to enforce. 

The cases which the Defendant's counsel referred to 
were, Auriol v. Smith(a)^ Nichols v. Chalie(b)y Hutchison 
v. Hodgson (c), Davis v. Getty (d\ Dawson v. Sadler {e)y 
Nichols V. Roe {g\ Wood v. Griffith, (h) 

(a) Turn. * R. 121. (e) I Sim. 4- Stu. 537. 

(6) 14 Vesei/, 265. (g) 3 Mt/lne ^ Keen, 431. 

(c) 2 Amtruther, 361. (h) 1 Swanst^ 43. 

(d) lSm.^Siu.4ill. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wigram was heard in reply. 1 839. 

Hawkswortb 



Brammall. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

1840. 
The effect of the decree is to declare the partnership Nov. 3. 

dissolved, and to direct the taking of the partnership 

accounts upon the footing of an award. The Defendant 

the Appellant insisted that the award was not binding, 

and therefore that the partnership had not been dis* 

solved in 1837, but was subsisting when he put in his 

answer, in April 1838. The partnership was formed in 

1832, and was to continue for seven years; it would, 

therefore, expire in September 1839, but the parties 

agreed to dissolve it in May 1837, and, for that purpose, 

a deed was executed, dated 23d May 1837, the right to 

have which carried into execution the PlaintifiP asserts, 

and the decree enforces, and which the Defendant 

denies. 

This deed, by its first article, provides that the part- 
nership shall, upon and from the 1st day of Ji^ then 
next, wholly cease, determine, and be dissolved, to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever. With this the arbi- 
trators had nothing to do, except that, if the parties 
differed about the manner of publishing notice of the 
dissolution, the arbitrators were to decide upon the man- 
ner of doing it. It then provides that the accounts shall 
be taken and stated by the partners ; but if either party 
required it, such accounts were to be so taken and stated 
by the partners, under the inspection and superintend- 
ance of two arbitrators, who were not to take or state 
the accounts, but only to settle and determine any and 
every dispute or difference which might arise between 
the said parties in respect of such accounts ; and if any 
dispute or difference should arise, upon which the arbi- 
trators 
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1840. trators could not agree, then the same, that is, the par- 
^^"^"^^^"^ ticular dispute or difference, was to be settled bv an 

H4WKSW0RTH . ' . 

V, umpire. It then provided for the payment, by the Plain- 

Brammall. |J£p^ |.q jj^g Defendant, of the amount or value of his, the 
Defendant's, share and interest so tabe agreed or ascer- 
tained or determined as aforesaid, of and in the part- 
nership stock, property, and effects, and the assignment 
by the Defendant to the Plaintiff of all such his share, 
and interest as aforesaid ; and this deed of assignment, 
which was also to be the deed of dissolution^ was to 
contain a covenant by the Plaintiff to do all in his power, 
during the time he should have power to use the mark 
B., then used by the partnership, to preserve the repu- 
tation of it, and a covenant by the Defendant not to use 
or authorise any one to use such mark during such time 
as the plaintiff should have power to use such mark, or 
to do any thing whereby the Plaintiff might be injured 
or prejudiced in his use and enjoyment of the benefit of 
such mark; and the parties agreed, as well for pre- 
venting disputes between the parties touching the said 
partnership, and for settling and composing of the same, 
if any such should arise^ as also for the ascertaining 
and determining the amount of the share and interest of 
the Defendant of and in the said partnership stock, 
property, and effects, to abide by and perform the de- 
termination and award of the arbitrators agreed upon 
between the parties to determine and award touching 
and concerning all and every the matters that might 
arise in question or dispute as aforesaid, and all other 
matters in difference. The time allowed for making the 
award was the Istoi August 1837, but there was the 
usual power to enlarge the time. 

Upon the execution of this deed, the parties proceeded, 
without the intervention of the arbitrators, to carry its 
provisions into effect ; but questions having arisen, it was 

found 
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found that one of the arbitrators named was absent, and 184fO. 
could not attend to the subject of the reference; and the n ^^^^\ 
parties, therefore, by a deed of the 31st of Jtdy 1837, r. 

the day preceding that limited for making the award, 
named and appointed another arbitrator in his place. 
And now it is necessary to see what those arbitrators 
themselves say as to the manner in which the reference 
was conducted. 

Both the arbitrators were examined by the Plaintiff. 
Mr. William Thompson says that he was called in by 
both parties on the Slst of July 1837, and that the mat- 
ters referred to him were the value at which the finished 
and unfinished stock, tools, and book debts should be 
taken; — that the quantities and quality of the finished 
and unfinished stock were furnished to him by the 
Plaintiff and Defendant jointly, and the value was fixed 
by the arbitrators accordingly; — that they likewise va- 
lued the book debts, according to certain data furnished 
by the Plaintiff and Defendant ; and that the tools and 
fixtures were valued by a- sworn appraiser, appointed 
with the consent of the Plaintiff and Defendant, who 
valued the same between the 1st and 15th of August 
1837, in the presence of the Plaintiff and Defendant. 

The other arbitrator, Henry Colley^ gave similar 
evidence ; and, being cross-examined by the Defendant, 
says that they decided upon all the matters referred to 
them — that they did not examine the stock and debts, 
nor distinguish between orders ready and those not 
ready for delivery, as they were not requested so to do ; 
— that no allowance was made for the Defendant's in- 
terest in the profits of the partnership for the remainder 
of the term, because the arbitrators thought that he was 
not entitled to it, nor for the use of the mark, because 
the subject was not mentioned to them, but that he, 

Colleyy 



Brahmall. 
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1840. CoUeyy thinks that the Defendant ought to have an 
'^"^^^^'^ allowance of 50^ per annum for it. Claytcfiu the ap- 

HaWKSWORTB . , ^, , , , y X n 

V. praiser, states that he valued the tools and fixtures on 

the 14th of August^ in the presence of the PlaintiflFand 
Defendant, and that neither of them expressed any dis- 
satisfaction. 

Mr. Thompson^ the Plaintiff's Solicitor, says that on 
the 24th of August^ the Defendant approved of the 
award, and he, Mr. Thompson^ at the desire of the De- 
fendant's Solicitor, prepared a draft; deed for the disso- 
lution ; and that a ledger account was made out by the 
Plaintiff in pursuance of the award, and when the result 
appeared, the Defendant objected to the award. There 
does not appear to be any thing to bind the Defendant 
to the account so made out ; but that is not the question 
upon the decree appealed from. The Defendant's evi- 
dence does not, in any respect, affect this ^idence for 
the Plainti£ He has, indeed, examined witnesses to 
prove that it is customary in the trade to make a dif- 
ference in valuation between orders ready and orders 
not ready for delivery ; and to shew the value attached 
to the mark B; but he has not proved that any points 
upon either of these subjects were submitted to the ar- 
bitrators, or that, in fact, there were orders ready for 
delivery. 

The award lays down the rule by which the value at 
which the unfinished and finished files to be taken 
by the Plaintiff was to be ascertained, and does the same 
as to the debts due to the partnership, and adopts the 
valuation of the tools and fixtures as made by Clayton. 

The Defendant having refused to carry the agreement 
for a dissolution into effect, the Plaintiff filed his bill, 
and the decree declares the dissolution, and directs the 

accounts 
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accounts to be taken of what is due to the Defendant 1 840. 
upon the footing of the award, hI^^h 



The Defendant, at the hearing and by his appeal, 
insists that this Court has no jurisdiction to interfere, 
because^ 1st, the award was to be made a rule of the 
Queen's Bench, and 2dly, because it was not made until 
the time had expired : or that this Court ought not to 
interfere, 1st, because the arbitrators did not take an ac- 
count of the stock and profits, 2dly, because the award 
was unreasonable, 1st, for not making allowance for the 
mark B, and 2dly, for not making a difference between 
orders ready and those not ready for delivery. 

I am of opinion that the Defendant has failed in im- 
peaching the decree upon any of these grounds. 

As to the objection that the Court has no jurisdiction 
because the award was to be made a rule of the Queen's 
Bench, the proper answer has been given that this suit 
is to enforce the agreement upon the footing of the 
award, and not to set aside the award. 

This distinction was recognised in Auriol v. Smith (a), 
and acted upon by Lord Eldofi in Wood v. Griffith (b); 
the Court decreeing the specific performance of the 
agreement, of which the reference has ascertained some 
of the terms. 

As to the objection that the award was not made 
within the prescribed time, the answer is this, that there 
is positive evidence of the parties having mutually 
abandoned that provision. The time fixed was the 
1st of August. The substituted arbitrator was not ap- 
pointed till the 31st of July, After the 1st of August 

(a) I Turn, 4- Russ. 121. (6) 1 Swans* 43. 

both 
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184«0. both parties concurred in the prosecation of the refer- 
rr^^^^^"^ H ^^^^ ' ^^^^ vfere present at the appraiser's valuation on 
o. the 14th of August ; and after the award had been made 

on the 15th, the Defendant expressed his approbation 
of the conduct of the arbitrators. After such acquies- 
cence, this Court will not permit a party to escape from 
the result of the reference because it proves to be con- 
trary to his expectations. As to the objection that the 
arbitrators did not t^ke the account of stock and profits, 
the answer is to. be found in the terms of the agree- 
ment, by which they were only to decide upon such 
matters in dispute as might arise between the partners 
in taking the accounts. 

As for the grounds upon which the award is alleged 
to be unreasonable, that is, because no allowance was 
made to the Defendant for the use of the mark B. by 
the Plaintiff, and because no difference was made in 
the valuation of orders ready and not ready for de- 
livery ; the answer is, that the arbitrators were only to 
decide upon matters in dispute, and that no question 
was put to them upon either of those subjects. It is 
proved that the quantities and particulars of finished 
and unfinished stock were made out by the Plaintiff 
and Defendant jointly, and both were made the subject 
of a valuation as such. If the Defendant had any ground 
for a favourable distinction of one part over the other, 
that was the time and opportunity of asking the judg- 
ment of the arbitrators upon such claim ; nor does it 
appear that there was any evidence before them by 
which they could themselves have made the distinction, 
nor is there, indeed, any evidence in the cause, to prove 
the fact upon which the objection rests. 

Similar observations apply to the objection as to the 
mark B. No dispute arose as to the compensatioq now 

claimed 
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claimed by the Defendant on account of the Plaintiff's use 1 840. 
of that mark, which, by the articles of dissolution, he jj^^^J^ 
agreed to assign to the Plaintiff, without, in terms, stipu- v. 

lating for any price or compensation for it ; all that he ^^mmall. 
stipulated to be paid for was his share of all monies, 
goods, wares, merchandizes, effects, and things, and 
debts, and gains, and profits. No such dispute arose, 
because no such claim appears to have been made ; and 
no reference, therefore, was made upon the subject, to 
the arbitrators, whose jurisdiction was limited to what 
should become matter of dispute and difference, and of 
reference to them. It is, therefore, impossible to im- 
peach their award because it did not include this sub- 
ject matter ; and the validity of the award, so far m it 
goes, is now the only subject for consideration. 

What questions may arise in taking the accounts 
directed by the decree, it would be premature to con- 
sider. The partnership was dissolved by the articles ; 
the accounts must therefore be taken, and, so far as the 
award has prescribed the manner in which such ac- 
counts are to be taken, I am of opinion that it is binding 
upon the parties, and that the Vice-Chancellor's decree 
has very properly directed the accounts to be taken 
upon the footing of such award. The appeal must be 
dismissed, with costs. 



Vol. V. 




CASES IN CHANCERY. 



Nov. 16. 19. WARD V. PAINTER. 

1840. 

°" ^T^HIS was an appeal from an order of the Master 

debtor has of the Rolls, overruling a general demurrer to the 

taken the piaintirs bill. 

benefit of the 

Insolvent 

Acts, his cre- The argument and judgraent on the demurrer are 

ditors anterior i . • t i ^ ^r t> 

to the insoU reported m the second volume of Mr. Beavan's Re- 

vency have ^ g^^ 

such an inter- ^ '^ 

est in his ^ 

property"as^ '^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ * creditor's bill against the personal re- 
will enable presentative of a deceased debtor, alleging that the 
tain a suit in " debtor had taken the benefit of the Insolvent- Debtors' 
this Couft* Acts, in respect of the PlaintifTs debt amongst others, 
against his ' but that he had afterwards acquired property, and 

reprLTnTa^t?^^ ^^^" ^^^ ^*^^ ' ^"^ *^ prayed payment, out of his assets, 
for the pur- first, of the debts contracted after the insolvency, and 

of reaUzin^ ' ^^^^ ^^ '^® debts contracted before the insolvency. 

and protecting 
such s.rLt^r 

acquired Mr. Tinney^ Mr. JVigram, and Mr. Teed^ in support 

property. ^f jh^ appeal. 

Mr. Richards and Mr. Rogers^ contrh. 

The cases of J^Z//5 v. Mountford(a)^ Attomey-'General 
V. Aspinall (Z>), and Browning v. Paris {c\ were cited, in 
addition to those mentioned in the argument of the 
case below. 



(a) 4 Bam. ^ Aid, 256. (c) 5 Mees. ^ Welt. 1 17. 

\h) 2 Mylne ^ Craig, 613. 



llie 
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The LoBD Chancellor, 184«0. 

This, being a general demurrer, can only be sup- 
ported upon the ground of the Plaintiff's bill shewing 
that he has no right to sue ; and, in this case, the bill jq^q 

being by a creditor against the representative of his ^^ov, 7. 
debtor, the proposition can only be made out by shew- 
ing, either that the Plaintiff is not entitled to the cha- 
racter he claims, of being a creditor, or, secondly, that 
this Court has no jurisdiction to give him any assistance. 
The first point is not contended for : the bill alleges, 
and the demurrer admits, that the Plaintiff was a creditor 
before the debtor took the benefit of the Insolvent 
Debtors' Acts, and, certainly, the Insolvent Debtors' Acts 
do not destroy the antecedent debts. It did not require 
the decision in Jellis v. Mountford (a), or the authority 
of Ex parte Barrington(b) to prove this. 

The title, therefore, of the Plaintiff, to the character of 
a creditor of the deceased, cannot be disputed, and the 
only question that remains is; Have the Insolvent 
Debtors' Acts taken from this Court the right and ju- 
risdiction to interfere in any manner for the relief or 
protection of such creditors ? for this bill contains 
allegations calling for the interposition of the Court for 
the protection of the property, unless these acts have 
deprived it of all its ordinary powers for that purpose ; 
as it states that the Defendant, the personal represent- 
ative, is insolvent, and threatens to receive the pro- 
perty, and to apply it to his own use, and to remove 
it beyond the seas. 

By the acts, the rights of the creditors of the insol- 
vent, at the time of his taking the benefit of the acts, is 
postponed to the claims of the creditors whose debts 

have 

(a) 4 Barn. <$• Aid. 256. (A) 2 Mont. ^ Ayr. 255. 

Y 2 
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1840. 
Ward 

V, 

Painter. 



have been subsequently incurred; but, as to such sub- 
sequently incurred debts, there can be no doubt but 
that the jurisdiction of this Court remains unaffected by 
the acts ; and if the creditors prior to the insolvency 
are interested in the subsequently acquired property, 
but only after payment of the debts subsequently in- 
curred, have they not a right to call upon the Court to 
administer the property so as to discharge the subse- 
quently incurred debts, for the purpose of ascertaining 
and realizing the fund in which they are so interested ? 
and kre they not entitled to the aid of this Court to 
protect it against the danger which the bill alleges to 
threaten it ? Whether this Court will ultimately ad- 
minister the surplus of the property amongst the cre- 
ditors anterior to the insolvency, is not a question now 
to be decided. The effect of the recognizance and 
other provisions of the acts may be very important to 
be considered, when that question shall arise; but, for 
the present purpose, it is sufficient to express my opinion 
that the creditors antecedent to the insolvency have 
such an interest in the subsequently acquired assets of 
the testator as entitles them to the assistance of this 
Court, for the purpose, at least, of realizing and pro- 
tecting the fund. 



The case of Barton v. Tattersall (a) is an answer to 
the argument upon the Statute of Limitations. 

I therefore affirm the order of the Master of the 
Rolls, and dismiss the appeal, with costs. 



(a) I Rust. ^ Mi/lne, 237. 



CASES IN CHANCERY. 301 

1839. 



PRITCHARD V. FOULKES. ^J^^ 

Nov. 7. 

nnHIS was a motion to discharge an order of the Depositions, 

-■• Master of the Rolls, suppressing depositions for commission, 

irregularity. suppressed, for 

° "^ irregulanty, 

because, al- 

Two sets of depositions had been suppressed, viz., ^*^°"S^f^® 
* . . commission 

depositions taken by commissioners, and depositions was intituled 
taken by the examiner. In both cases they were taken J^^anda 

on behalf of the same Defendant. cause of re- 

vivor, the de- 
positions and 

The question argued, upon the present occasion^ was, *^® ^^®^" 

whether the depositions taken by the commissioners upon which 

ought to have been suppressed. The ground upon [^^en^were 

which the order for suppressing them had been made intituled in 

was that, whereas the commission under which they eau^<Sly. 

were taken was intituled both in an original cause and 

in a cause of revivor, the depositions themselves and 

the interrogatories upon which they were taken were 

both intituled in the original cause only. 



The argument before the Master of the Rolls is re- 
ported in the second volume of Mr. Beavanh Reports, 
page 133. 

Mr. Cooper appeared in support of the appeal mo- 
tion, and urged that, if the defect were fatal, a new 
commission should be issued; and he cited Curre v. 
Bomfer{a) in support of that application. 

Mr. James Russell^ contra. 



(a) 3 Swarut. 357. 
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PRITCHARD 

V. 

FOULKES. 



The Lord Chancellor. 

It appears, From the aflBdavits on behalf of the Plain- 
tiffs, and is not denied by the Defendant, that one of 
the Defendants in the original cause having died, the 
suit was duly revived against his representatives ; that 
the Plaintiffs afterwards obtained an order for a com- 
mission, which was intituled in both causes; that John 
FoulkeSi one of the original Defendants, joined in this 
commission ; that the commission, in the usual terms, 
authorised the commissioners to examine all witnesses 
upon interrogatories to be exhibited as well on the part 
of the Plaintiffs as on the part of the Defendants (naming 
the surviving Defendants to the original bill) in a cause 
wherein . . • (naming the Plaintiffs in the original bill), 
are Plaintiffs, and .... (naming all the Defendants in 
the original bill), are Defendants by original bill, and 
wherein the said Plaintiffs (naming them) are Complain- 
ants, and .... (naming one of the Defendants^ and 
another are Defendants by bill of revivor. 



Under this commission, the Defendant John Foulkes 
exhibited interrogatories for the examination of wit- 
nesses, but intituled them in the original cause only, 
and the depositions were intituled in the same manner. 
After the commission had been returned, and publication 
had passed, the same Defendant examined another wit- 
ness before the examiner, and the interrogatories and 
the depositions were intituled in the same manner. 

The authority of the commissioners was to examine 
witnesses in a cause consisting of the two bills, and not 
in the original cause only. This authority, therefore, 
has not been followed, and the depositions taken are 
irregular ; and there is no doubt of the irregularity of 
the depositions before the examiner. 



The 
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The Master of the Rolls thought these depositions 
irregularly taken, and has accordingly suppressed them. 
I am of the same opinion, and refuse this motion, with 
costs. 



1840. 



Pritchard 

V. 
FOULKES. 



WILLIAMS V. OWEN. 

^I^HIS was an appeal from a decree made by the 
Vice-Chancellor of England. 

The facts of the case are stated in the tenth volume 
of Mr. Simon^s Reports, p. 386, and seq. They are 
also fully detailed in the Lord Chancellor's judgment. 

The question was, whether a conveyance by the 
PlaintifPs father to the Defendant, in the year 1821, was 
to be considered as having been a mortgage, as con- 
tended by the Plaintiff, or as having been a sale, with a 
right of repurchase at a given day, long since passed, as 
contended by the Defendant. 

The cause was argued, on the appeal, by Mr. Wakefield 
and Mr. Koe for the Plaintiff, and by Mr. Richards and 
Mr. Cockerell for the Defendant. 

The authorities referred to were those which are 
mentioned in the report of the hearing in the Court 
below 



April 27. 
Nov. 23. 

A conveyance, 
as upon an 
absolute sale, 
accompanied 
by a contem- 
poraneous 
agreement for 
reconveyance, 
upon pay- 
ment, on a day 
certain, of the 
purchase- 
money, with 
interest, and of 
the expenses 
of the present 
conveyance, 
which had 
been paid by 
the purchaser : 
Held, on a 
bill for re- 
demption, 
brought after 
the day certain 
had passed, to 
have been a 
sale, with a 
proviso for re- 
purchase, and 
not a mort- 
gage. 
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Williams 

V. 

Owen. 

Nov. 23. 



The Lord Chancellor. 

In 1821, the Plaintififs Father, Richard Williams^ was 
absolutely entitled to the property in question, and he 
was, at that time, indebted to the Defendant in 200^, 
which, from a passage read from the answer, is proved to 
have been secured by the bond of the PlaintiflTs father 
and a surety. By indenture of the 14th of June 1821, 
reciting that Richard Williams had contracted and agreed 
with the Defendant for the absolute sale to him of the 
premises, at or for the price or sum of 550/., such pre- 
mises were absolutely conveyed to the Defendant, with 
a covenant for peaceable possession and enjoyment, and 
other covenants usual in conveyances to purchasers. 
It is made part of the Plaintiff's case that this convey^ 
ance was prepared by the Defendant's attorney, and at 
his instructions. This would prove nothing, except in aid 
of a case of fraud, if any such case had been attempted ; 
and the Plaintiff, to prove this, produced the bill of 
costs for this conveyance, which appears not only to 
have been made out to the Defendant, but to have been 
paid by him. 



On the same date as this conveyance, that is, the 14th 
oi June 1821, an agreement was made and signed be- 
tween the Defendant and Richard Williams^ which re- 
cited the conveyance, describing it as an absolute con- 
veyance, and that, upon the treaty for the sale of the 
hereditaments and premises, it was mutually agreed, that 
in case Williams should pay to the Defendant the like 
sum of 550/. within twelve months, and 13/. the expense 
of the conveyance, that then, and in such case, the De- 
fendant would reconvey the premises to Williams; and 
it provided that upon such payment Owen would 
reconvey the premises to Williams^ or consent to the 
conveyance being cancelled and made void to all in- 
tents 




CASES IN CHANCERY. 305 

tents and purposes; and that Qiven should retain the 1840. 
rents from that day to the day of payment of the sum of 
550/., instead of interest, provided he preferred the 
same to lawful interest. It was also agreed that the 
rent should be apportioned from the 4th of August then 
next, and received, from that day, by Owen ; and Owen 
engaged that if the sum of 550Z. was paid on or before 
the 4th of August 1822, the conveyance should be can- 
celled, and the premises reconveyed. 

The Plaintiff did not go into any evidence as to the 
value of the property ; but, on the part of the Defendant, 
John Iloyd^ a surveyor and builder, and Hdbert WiUiams^ 
a land valuer, deposed that the buildings consisted of 
eight small cottages, occupied by labourers, and that 
the rent, in 1821, was 50/. per annum, subject to repairs 
and loss of rent, and the value 548/. I pay very little 
attention to this evidence; the deed of the 14th of June 
1821 recites Richard Williams^s purchase, by which it 
appears that, in 1812, he bought the property for SSO/., 
and afterwards built eight dwelling-houses upon it, but 
which, by the evidence, appear to have been only labour- 
ers' cottages. It is clear that the rents far exceeded the 
interest of the 550/. ; but, in property of that description, 
that might be the case, although the value did not ex- 
ceed the 550/. 

The Defendant took possession immediately after the 
execution of the conveyance. Richard Williams lived 
three years after that time, and left the Plaintiff his heir, 
who was under age till nearly the time of filing the bill. 

The Defendant insists that this transaction was a sale, 
with an agreement for a repurchase, which was never 
acted upon. The Plaintiff insists that it was a mort- 
gage ; and of this opinion was the Vice-Chancellor. 

The 
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1840. The case rests upon the facts I have stated, for 

although the bill alleges a case of fraud and misrepre- 
sentation on the part of the Defendant, there is no 
proof of it ; and, on the contrary, whatever may have 
been the intention of the parties, there is, I think, no 
doubt of their having signed these instruments with 
full knowledge of their contents. The Defendant is 
described as a shopkeeper, and Richard Williams as a 
solicitor, and he must be supposed, in the absence of 
all evidence to the contrary, to have been fully aware of 
the nature of the transaction, and cognizant of his 
rights ; but there is nothing in the case to shew that, 
at the time of the agreement, or at any time afterwards, 
during the three years of his subsequent existence, any 
thing passed between the parties which tends to explain 
their relative position. The case, therefore, must be 
decided upon the contents of the instruments them- 
selves, with the aid of the few facts to which I have 
already adverted. 

That this Court will treat a transaction as a mortgage, 
although it was made so as to bear the appearance of an 
absolute sale, if it appear that the parties intended it to 
be a mortgage, is, no doubt, true ; but it is equally clear, 
that if the parties intended an absolute sale, a contem- 
poraneous agreement for a repurchase, not acted upon, 
will not, of itself, entitle the vendor to redeem. 

From the case of Barrett v. Sabine (a) this ap- 
pears to have been recognized as a well known rule 
of equity above 150 years ago. The question always 
is — Was the original transaction a bond Jlde sale 
with a contract for repurchase, or was it a mortgage 
under the form of a sale? In Melhr v. Lees (6), 

Lord 
(a) 1 Ftm. 268. (b) 2 Atk. 494. 
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Lord Hardwicke puts the case thus : " As to the con- 
tract, whether it is a transaction that is in its nature a 
mortgage, or a defeasible purchase, and subject to a 
repurchase ? " 



1840. 




In Ooodman v. Grierson (a), Lord Manners puts the 
case upon the same ground, and ^ays: ** The fair criterion 
by which the court is to decide whether this deed be a 
mortgage or not, I apprehend to be this, — Are the 
remedies mutual and reciprocal? Has the defendant 
all the remedies a mortgagee is entitled to?" Tried by 
this test there would be no doubt that, in this case, the 
transaction was not a mortgage. 

In Ensworth v. Griffith {b\ the relation of mortgagor 
and mortgagee had existed, and the mortgagor, in 
cpnsideration of the debt, and of a further sum paid, 
released the equity of redemption, and, at the same time, 
the mortgagee signed an agreement to reconvey the 
premises upon payment of the two sums within one year. 
A bill for redemption, brought in the Exchequer, was 
dismissed, and the dismissal was affirmed in the House 
of Lords. Davis v. Thomas {c) was very similar in its 
circumstances, and the same principle was acted upon. 



In Sevier v. Greenway (d) Sir W. Grant said that if 
the case had rested upon the conveyance of November 
1799, possession being taken, he did not see why it 
should be considered otherwise than as a sale. The 
transaction of November 1799 was an absolute con- 
veyance, as to a purchaser, with a proviso for recon- 
veyance to the apparent vendor upon payment of the 
purchase money within two years. Subsequent instru- 
ments 



(a) 2 Ba. ^ Be. 274. ; see p. 
279. 

(b) 5 Bro. P. a 184. 



(c) I Rust. 4- Mylne, 506. 
Id) 19fV*. 413. 
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1840. ments between the parties described the premises as 
^ standing upon mortgage," and, upon that, Sir fV. Grant 
decreed a redemption. 

Trying this case by the principle so long established, 
and settled upon such high authority, what is there to 
shew that this transaction was, in its origin, a mortgage, 
and not a sale, with a provision, under certain conditions, 
for a repurchase ? 

If the transaction was a mortgage, there must have 
been a debt ; but how could Owen have compelled pay- 
ment ? It appears also that he, as purchaser, paid for 
the conveyance, and was, at all events, to be at liberty to 
keep the rents. There was, indeed, the want of every 
circumstance which, in other cases, has been thought 
necessary to give a purchase the character of a mort- 
gage, and no proof of any intention having existed that 
it should be so considered. 

In Baker v. Wind{a)^ relied upon by the Plaintiff, it 
was proved that the parties had, throughout, treated the 
transaction as a mortgage, and had made it assume the 
appearance of a purchase to deceive the creditors of the 
mortgagor* 

I am, for these reasons and upon these authorities, of 
opinion that the Plaintiff has not established any title 
to redeem, or to enforce the contract for a repurchase, 
and that the case, attempted, of fraud, has whoHy failed ; 
and that the bill ought to have been dismissed with 
costs ; and such must be my order upon this appeal. 

(a) 1 Vet. Sen. 160. 
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ACQUIESCENCE. 

See Award. 

Trust, Breach of. 

ADMISSION OF ASSETS. 

Decree for payment of legacies, 
made against an executor, with- 
out reference to the state of the 
assets, upon the ground of his 
having, by his acts and admissions, 
rendered himself personally liable 
for the payment Barnard v. 
Pumfrett. Page 63 

AGENT. 

See Vendor and Purchaser. 
Trust (Breach of). 

ALIMONY. 

Husband and wife, who were separ- 
ated, entered into an agreement in 



writing, providing for their living 
together again, and stipulating 
that, in the event of a future se- 
paration for a particular cause, 
the wife should receive the m- 
come of her own fortune, which 
her husband was entitled to re- 
ceive, and that her mother should 
indemnify him against her debts. 

They afterwards separated, for 
the cause referred to by the agree- 
ment, and the wife obtained a 
divorce in the Ecclesiastical Court, 
and a sentence for permanent 
alimony to an amount exceeding 
the income of her fortune. That 
alimony was regularly paid by the 
husband, and he received the in- 
come of her fortune. 

The wife accepted a bill of ex- 
change in favour of a creditor of 
her own. 

In a suit by that creditor, an 
injunction 
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injunction was granted to restrain 
the husband from paying to the 
wife the annual amount of the in- 
come of her fortune, as the va- 
lidity of the agreement for future 
separation, under which she was 
entitled to such income, was not 
in dispute between the husband 
and wife. 

Whether such an agreement 
would be held valid, if disputed, 
qucere* 

Semble, the Court will not in- 
terfere, either to compel or to 
restrain the payment of alimony, 
as such, except so far as to grant 
a writ of ne exeat against the hus- 
band. Vandergucht v. De Bla- 
quiere. Page 229 



ANNUITY. 
See Resulting Trust. 

APPOINTMENT. 

A testator directed that in case of 
one of his daughters having no 
child, his trustees should stand 
possessed of a sum of 3000/., and 
the stock upon which it should be 
invested, including the accumu- 
lations of the surplus dividends 
which should not have been ap- 
plied in manner in the will men- 
tioned during the daughter's mi- 
nority, upon such trusts as the 
daughter should by will appoint, 
and in default of appointment, or 
in case of appointment, as to such 
parU of the 3000/. as skould not 



be effectually comprised therein, or 
whereof the trusts to be thereby 
limited should expire, never take 
effect, or should determine, upon 
the trusts by his will declared, of 
his own residuary estate. 

The daughter, having no child, 
by her will, after reciting that the 
3000/. and the accumulated divi- 
dends had been blended with 
funds to which she was absolutely 
entitled, in a sum of 6700/. con- 
sols, standing in the names of 
trustees, proceeded, in express 
execution of the power, to direct 
that the 3000/. and the stock upon 
which that sum or the surplus 
dividends should have been in- 
vested, should be transferred to 
certain trustees named in her will, 
upon trust, as to 2700/. consols, 
(or her mother, and as to 2501. 
consols for another person, and as 
to the residue, upon the trusts 
after declared of her residuary 
estate. She then proceeded to 
give what she described as ''all 
the residue of my stock in the 
public funds, and all my monies, 
and securities for money, and all 
the residue of my estate and ef- 
fects," to the same trustees, upon 
trust to convert and to invest in 
the funds such part as should not 
already be so invested, and to 
stand possessed of all such funds, 
and also of the residue of the said 
trust funds which should remain 
after paying and satisfying the se- 
veral legacies of stock before di- 
rected to be paid or transferred 
thereout to her mother and the 

other 
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other persons referred to, upon 
certain trusts, which she proceeded 
to declare. 

The mother died in the daugh- 
ter's lifetime. 

Held, that the 270(M. consols 
was not well appointed, and that 
it was subject to the trusts de- 
clared by the testator of his resi- 
duary estate. Eastim y. Apple- 
ford. Page 56 

ASSETS. 
See Admission of Assets. 



AWARD. 

Award of arbitrators enforced in 
equity^ although the submission 
to arbitration was to be made a 
rule of a Court of common law. 

Award enforced^ although made 
after the prescribed time, where 
both parties had, without objec- 
tion, allowed the arbitrators to 
proceed after that time. 

Where an agreement provides 
that various things shall be done 
by respective parties, and that if 
any disputes shall arise with respect 
to them, such disputes shall be set- 
tled by particular persons as arbi- 
trators, the award of the arbitrators 
need not embrace any more of the 
matters provided for by the agree- 
ment than are brought before them 
by the parties. Haxokstoorih v. 
Brammall. . 281 



BALANCES (INTEREST ON). 
See Rests. 



CESTUIS-QUE-TRUST. 
See Trust (Breach of). 

CHARITY PROPERTY. 

1. The decree of the Master of the 
Rolls, in Attomet/'Generaly. Fish' 
mongers* Company (Knesetoorth^s 
Charity)^ 2 Beav. 151., aflfirmed 
by the Lord Chancellor ; his Lord- 
ship being of opinion that the 
property was devised to the com- 
pany, for their benefit, subject 
only to certain charges which, ex- 
cept in one particular, were de- 
clared illegal by the act 1 Ed. 6. 
c. 14., and there being no evi- 
dence that, in that one particular, 
the charge had not been properly 
satisfied. Attorney- General v. 
Fishmongers' Company {Knese- 
U)orth*s Will). Page 11 

2. The decree of the Master of the 
Rolls, in Attorney' General v. Fish- 
mongers* Company (Presions 
IViU), 2 Beav. 588., affirmed. 

If there be no doubt of the 
origin and existence of a trust, 
this Court will not allow lapse of 
time to enable those who are mere 
trustees to appropriate to them- 
selves that which is the property 
of others; but, in questions of 
doubt whether any trust exists, 
and whether those in possession 

are 
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are not entitled to the property 
for their own benefit, the Court 
will pay the utmost regard to the 
length of time during which there 
has been enjoyment inconsistent 
with the existence of the supposed 
trust. Attorney-General v. FUh' 
mongers' Company (Preston's 
WiU). Page 16 

CHATTELS- 
See Perpetuity. 

CONSIDERATION. 
See Contract. 

CONSTRUCTION. 
See Insolvent Debtors' Act. 

CONTRACT. 

(By whom to be enforced.) 

A., by deed, contracted with B.^ 
that, in consideration of 100/. ex- 
pressed to be paid to A. by B. he 
(A.) would maintain, educate, and 
apprentice ^.'s child, a boy of five 
years, and that if he had no child 
of his own, B.'s child should, in 
case of his attaining twenty-one 
years, have all his (^.'s) real 
and personal estate at his death, 
subject to a life interest for his 
widow. 

It appeared, from the circum- 
stances of the case, probable, that 
the apparent consideration of 100/. 
was not, in fact, paid, or intended 
by either party to be paid, and 
that it was stated in the deed pro 
Jbrmd only. There was some 



evidence that the child was at A.*8 
house after the date of the deed, 
but it appeared doubtful whether 
the child ever lived with A, in the 
manner provided by the contract, 
and he soon afler was residing 
with his father (B.), and the Court 
was satisfied that A. and B., by 
agreement between themselves, 
abandoned the contract, and that 
the status of the child had not 
been altered by any tiling done 
by A. in pursuance of the con- 
tract. Upon a bill filed by the 
child, after the death of A,f Held, 
that the contract, having been 
abandoned by the contracting 
parties, could not be enforced by 
the child. 

Whether this Court would per- 
form a contract by which a person, 
for a sum of money, deprives him- 
self of the possibility of realising 
property which he can dispose of 
by will, and thus destroys an 
active motive for bettering his 
condition in life, qucere. 

Whether, if the contract had 
been so acted on by A. as to alter 
the status of the child, the child 
could have enforced the contract, 
qucsre. Hill v. Gomme* Page 250 

See Reversionary Interest. 

COSTS OF THE DAY. 
See Parties. 



DEPOSIT. 

See Vendor and Purchaser. 
DEPO- 
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DEPOSITIONS (TIIXE OF). 

Depositions, taken under a commis- 
sion, suppressed for irregularity, 
because, although the commission 
was intituled in an original cause 
and a cause of revivor, the de- 
positions and the interrogatories 
upon which they were taken were 
intituled in the original cause 
only. Pritchard v. Foulkes. 

Page 330 

DISCOVERY (BILL OF). 

A bill of discovery in aid of the 
defence to an action at law cannot 
be maintained against a person 
interested in the action, unless he 
is a party to the record at law. 

In an action on a policy of ma- 
rine insurance brought by the 
agent in whose name the policy 
was effected, the person named in 
the declaration as the real person 
assured is not to be considered a 
party to the record at law, so as 
to be liable to a bill of discovery. 
Kerr v. Rexjo* 154? 

DISMISSAL OF BILL WITH- 
OUT COSTS. 

Bill dismissed without costs, upon 
motion, having been filed under a 
mistake, under which both Plain- 
tiffs and Defendants were at the 
time. Broughton v. Lashmar> 

136 



EQUITY FOR A SETTLEMENT. 
See Husband and Wife. 

EVIDENCE. 

A person who had guaranteed the 
payment of a debt secured by a 
second mortgage was tendered, 
in a suit relating to the first mort- 
gage only, as a witness viva voce, 
before the Master, to prove that 
by certain dealings and trans- 
actions between the mortgagor 
and the first mortgagees, but to 
which he had happened to be a 
party, the first mortgage had been, 
in part, satisfied ; and he stated on 
the voir dire that he had ascer- 
tained that the mortgaged pro- 
perty was sufficient to pay both 
the first and second mortgages: 
Held, that his evidence was ad- 
missible. Wormald v. Mackintosh. 
Page 5 

EXECUTOR. 

See Admission of Assets. 
Rests. 



Vol. V. 



FAMILY. 
See Nearest of Kin. 

FEME COVERT. 
See Alimony. 

FISHMONGERS' COMPANY. 
See Charity Property. 

Z HEIR. 
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HEIR. 
See Resulting Tbust. 

HEIR LOOxMS. 
See Perpetuity. 

HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

The assignee of an insolvent debtor, 
whose wife was entitled for life to 
real property^ being obliged to 
come into equity to enforce his 
title to the rents during the joint 
lives of the husband and wife, in 
consequence of the legal estate 
being vested in mortgagees : Held, 
bound to make a provision for the 
i^lfe. Sturgis v. Champneys. 

Page 97 
And see Alimony. 



INADEQUACY OF PRICE. 
See Reversionary Interest. 

INSOLVENT DEBTOR. 
See Husband and Wife. 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS' ACTS. 

Where a debtor has taken the benefit 
of the Insolvent Acts, his creditors 
anterior to the insolvency have 
such an interest in his after-ac- 
quired property as will enable 
them to maintain a suit in this 
Court after his death against his 
legal personal representative for 
the purpose, at least, of realising 
and protecting such after acquired 
property. Ward v. Painter. SOO 



INTEREST (IN WITNESS). 
See Evidence. 

INTEREST (ON BALANCES). 

See Rests. 

ISSUE (PRO CONFESSO). 

Issue ordered to be taken pro con- 
fesso against a party who was to 
be Plaintiff in the issue, and who 
had neglected to proceed to trial 
of it at the time appointed by the 
order by which the issue had been 
directed. Casiome v. Barsham. 
Page 113 



LAPSE. 
See Appointment. 
Legacy (Vesting). 

LAPSE OF TIME. 
See Charity Property. 

LEASE. 
See Part Performance. 

LEGACY (VESTING). 

Direction to executors to apply 25/. 
per annum for the maintenance of 
testator's natural daughter, till 
twenty-one or marrii^e, which 
should first happen, when his exe- 
cutors were thereby required to 
pay to her 500/. She died under 
twenty-one, and unmarried. Held, 
that the legacy failed. Watson v. 
Hayes. 125 

LEGATEE. 



INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS. 



SIS 



LEGATEE. 
See Misdescription of Legatee. 

LOCO PARENTIS. 
See Portions. 



LUNATIC. 

An annuity of 100/. directed to be 
paid to the wife and son of a 
supposed lunatic, without refer- 
ence to the master. Conduit v. 
Soane. In re Gandy. Page ] 1 1 



MISDESCRIPTION OF 
LEGATEE. 

Bequest to Lady C, widow of Sir 
N. C, considered valid, although 
at the date of the will she had 
married a second husband, Ri^ and 
the fact of that marriage was un- 
known to the testator, and she 
continued to call herself Lady C 
The bequest was a bequest of a 
fund to trustees to pay to her the 
dividends so long as she should 
continue single and unmarried ; and 
if she should anticipate such divi- 
dends, then the fund to become 
part of the testator's residue. Held, 
that she took an absolute interest 
in the fund. Rhhton v. Cobb. 

145 

MORTGAGE. 
See Repurchase (Proviso for). 



NEAREST OF KIN. 

A testator directed that upon the 
death, without leaving issue, of 
his daughter, who was his sole 
next of kin, a certain fund should 
be assigned to the nearest of kin 
of his own family for ever. 

Held, upon the construction of 
the will, that these words meant to 
describe some person or persons 
to be ascertained at the daughter's 
death, and not the person or per- 
sons who should be his own next 
of kin at the time of his own 
death. Clapton v. Bulmer. 

Page 108 

NE EXEAT. 
See Alimony. 

NEXT OF KIN. 
See Nearest of Kin. 



OBJECTION. 
See Parties. 

OMISSION OF DUTY. 

See Trust (Breach of.) 



PAROL AGREEMENT. 
See Part Performance. 

PARTIES. 

Where a defect of parties appears 

upon the bill, costs of the day 

Z 2 will be 
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will be allowed to the defendant 
at the hearing, although he has 
not taken the objection by his 
answer. Furze v. Sharwood. 

Page 96 

PART PERFORMANCE. 

Specific performance of a parol 
agreement to grant a lease en- 
forced against the intended land- 
lord, on the ground of part per- 
formance^ and on evidence con- 
sisting of a memorandum by the 
landlord, the parol testimony of a 
witness present, and the draft of 
a lease prepared by the landlord's 
steward, though the draft of the 
lease provided that the tenant 
should do an act for the landlord's 
benefit, which was not mentioned 
in the landlord's memorandum or 
the witness's testimony. 

Observations on part perform- 
ance as a ground for avoiding 
the operation of the Statute of 
Frauds. 

Observations on the landlord's 
setting up as a defence that the 
tenant had done acts which would 
be breaches of the covenants of 
the intended lease. Mundy v. 
Jolliffe. 167 

PERPETUITY. 

A testator bequeathed chattels to 
trustees, upon trust to permit 
them to be used by the person 
or persons, who for the time being 
should be entitled to the posses- 
sion of his mansion house under 



his marriage settlement, or his 
willy until a tenant in tail of the 
age of twenty-one years should be 
in possession of his mansion house» 
and then the chattels were to be- 
long to such tenant in tail. 

The testator was, under his 
marriage settlement, tenant in fee, 
subject to some prior limitations, 
which all failed at his death ; and, 
under his will, his brother became 
tenant for life, with remainder to 
. his (the brother's) eldest son in 
tail, and died, leaving such eldest 
son then of the age of twenty- 
one years. 

Held, that the gifl of the chat- 
ties to the first tenant in tail who 
should attain twenty-one was too 
remote, and that the will gave the 
brother's eldest son no title to 
them. Ibbetson v. Ibbetson. 

Page 26 
See Remoteness. 

POLICY OF ASSURANCE 

(MARINE). 

See Discovery (Bill of). 

PORTIONS (DOUBLE). 

A grandfather having, in the opinion 
of the Court, placed himself in 
loco parentis to certain grand- 
children, although their father 
was living, and having given them 
certain sums by his will, and 
having afterwards made settle- 
ments upon their respective mar- 
riages, the presumption against 
double portions was held to be 
applicable ; 
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applicable; but inasmuch as the 
advancements were smaller in 
amount than the sums expressed 
to be given by the will, such ad- 
vancements were held to be 
satisfactions pro tanto only of the 
gifls contained in the will. Pi/m 
V. Lockyer. Page 29 

PORTIONS. 

See Remoteness. 



POWER (TRUST). 

A testator directed that certain stock 
should stand in his name, and cer- 
tain real estates remain unalien- 
ated " until the following contin- 
gencies are completed;" and, after 
giving the life interest in such 
stock and estates to his two chil- 
dren, with remainder to their is* 
sue, he declared that in case his 
two children should both die with- 
out leaving lawful issue, the same 
should be disposed of as after- 
mentioned, that was to say, the 
survivor of his two children should 
have power to dispose by will of 
his real and personal estate, 
<* amongst my nephews and nieces^ 
or their children, either all to one 
of them, or to as many of them as 
my surviving child should think 
proper :" Held, that a trust was 

' created in favour of the testator's 
nephews and nieces and their 
children, subject to a power of 
selection and distribution in his 
surviving child. Burrough v. 
Philcox. 72 



POWER. 

See Appointment. 

PRACTICE. 

See Depositions (Title of). 

Parties (Costs of the Day). 
Dismissal of Bill without 
Costs. 

PRO CONFESSO. 
See Issue (Pro Confess©). 



REMOTENESS. 

Testator devised two estates to trus- 
tees for 500 years» and, subject 
thereto, devised one estate to his 
grandson A» for life, with, re- 
mainder to AJs sons in tail male, 
with remainder to ^.'s daughters 
in tail general, with remainder to 
testator's grandson B, for life* 
with similar remainders to B.'a 
issue, and devised the other estate 
to B. for life, with remainder to 
^.'s sons in tail male, with re- 
mainder to his daughters in tail 
general, with remainder to A» for 
life, with similar remainders to 
his issue; and he declared the 
trusts of the 500 years* term to be 
that, in case either A or B. should 
die without issue, whereby the 
survivor of them would become 
entitled to both estates, 2000/. 
should be raised for each of the 
testator's two granddaughters. 

A. died, leaving a daughter, 

and then B. died without issue, 

whereupon 
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whereupon the two estates became 
united in A.'s daughter; but» as 
both A. and B. were dead, the 
event of the survivor of them be- 
coming entitled to both estates 
did not happen. 

Held, that if it was intended 
that the 2000/. should be payable 
in case of an union of both estates 
happening otherwise than in the 
lifetime of one of the two grand- 
sons (Am and S,)y such intention 
was too remote. Case v. Drosier. 
Page 246 
See Perpetuity. 

REPUBCHASE (Proviso for). 

A convejancey as upon an absolute 
sale, accompanied by a contem- 
poraneovs agreement for recon- 
yeyancCy upon payment* on a day 
certain, of the purchase money 
with interest, and of the expence 
of the present conveyance, which 
had been paid by the purchaser: 
Held, on a bill for redemption 
brought after the day certain had 
passed, to have been a sale, with 
a proviso for repurchase^ and not 
a mortgage. Williams v. Ovoen. 

S05 

RESIDUARY BEQUEST. 
See Appointment. 

RESTS. 

Under a direction, in a decree, that 
the Master shall ascertain ba- 
lances in the hands of a party at 
the end of each year, and. shall 



compute interest on such balances, 
and shall " in taking the said ac- 
counts" make annual rests, fol- 
lowed by a direction that the party 
shall be charged with interest 
*< after the rate and in manner 
aforesaid upon such balances," the 
interest computed on the balance 
due at the end of the first year is 
to form part of the balance due at 
the end of the second year, and 
upon which interest is then to be 
computed, and so on, from year to 
year, to the end of the account. 
Heighington v. Grant. Page 2SS 

RESULTING TRUST. 

Estates devised to executors upon 
trust for the purposes after men- 
tioned. The testator proceeded 
to direct a sale of the estates, and 
the division of the produce among 
his five children, after first re- 
serving a sufficient capital, the in- 
terest arising from which should 
be sufficient to pay an annuity of 
iOOl. to his wife for her life ; but he 
did not declare any trust, at the 
wife's death, of the sum to be so 
reserved. Held, a resulting tijast 
for the heir. Watson v. Hayes. 

125 

REVERSIONARY INTEREST. 

Purchase of a contingent reversion- 
ary interest set aside chiefly on 
the ground of inadequacy of 
value, the consideration being an 
annuity for the life of the vendor^ 
whose life was a bad life, and was 

better 
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better known to the purchaser 
than to the vendor to be such. 
Davies v. Cooper. Page 270 



SATISFACTION (PRO TANTO) 
OF PORTIONS. 

See Portions. 

SEPARATION DEEDS. 

See Alimony. 

SEPARATION (FUTURE). 
See Alimony. 

SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE. 
See Part Performance. 
Vendor and Purchaser. 

STATUTE OF FRAUDS. 
See Part Performance. 

SUPERSTITIOUS USES. 
See Charity Property. 



TRUST (BREACH OF). 

Half of a trust fund held on the 
. trusts of a settlement of 1778 was 
re-settled by a settlement of 1791. 
In a suit to administer the trusts 
of the settlement of 1778, that 
half was> in the year 1809, or- 
dered to be transferred to the 
trustees of the settlement of 1791. 
The transfer was never made, nor 



was it ever applied for by the 
trustees of the settlement of 1791. 
In 1827 the parties beneficially en- 
titled under the settlement of 1791 
were adult and sui juris* The 
then present investment of the 
trust fund was, as it had for many 
years before been, an investment 
in India, subject to the control of 
the trustees of 1778 ; but those 
trustees were and had long been 
in England. The parties so be- 
neficially entitled knew of and ac- 
quiesced in the investment, and 
never required that their half of the 
fund should be transferred to the 
trustees of 1791. The trust fund 
was afterwards lost by the failure, 
in 1830, of a house of business in 
India. Held^ that the parties be- 
neficially entitled were precluded 
from insisting that the trustees of 
1778 were liable to make good the 
loss by reason of their not having 
made the transfer to the trustees 
of 1791. 

Trustees in England held liable 
for the loss of a balance of money 
which they knew to be in the 
hands of a house of business in 
India, and not invested upon pro- 
per securities, although the cestuis 
que trusts had consented that the 
house in India should have the 
management of their affairs there; 
for it did not appear that the ces" 
tuis que trust knew that the ba- 
lance^ instead of being properly 
invested, remained in the hands of 
the house in India, 

Distinction between the degree 
of knowledge and sanction neces- 
sary 
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sary to exonerate trustee* from a 
breach of trust, and that which is 
necessary to preclude the cesiuis 
fue tnut from complaining of an 
omission which, if concurred in by 
the eesitus que trusty did not con- 
stitute a breach of trust. Munch 
▼. CoekerdL Rige 179 

See Power. 

TRUST (ORIGIN AND EXIST- 
ENCE OF). 

See Charity Property. 



in the alternative,! that, if he should 
be unable to obtain a specific per- 
formance, C. might be decreed to 
return the deposit, and to reim- 
burse to the Plaintiff all the ex- 
penses of endeavouring to enforce 
the contract. The bill was dis- 
missed, with costs, as against C, 
as well as against A. and B, ; and 
the dismissal was affirmed on ap- 
peal. Saifubury v. Jones. Page 1 

See Reversionary Interest. 



TRUSTEES. 
See Trust (Breach of). 



I 



VENDOR AND PURCHASER. 

C. contracted, as agent of A. and B.^ 
to sell an estate toD., and received 
a deposit in part payment of the 
intended purchase money. CJs 
agency was afterwards denied by 
A. and B. ; and Z>. then filed a bill 
against A.^ B.^ and C, praying a 
specific performance^ and praying, 



WILL. 



See Perpetuity. 
Remoteness. 
Appointment. 
Legacy (Vesting). 
Power (Trust). 
Nearest of Kin. 
Misdescription of Legatee. 



WITNESS. 
See Evidence. 



the end. 
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